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Hello and welcome to April… my favourite month of 

the year.  Mostly because the scorching heat of 

summer is lessening, but the chill of winter has not 

arrived, but also because it is my birthday month! 

 

You may have noticed in last month’s edition our 

Mercedes Benz test car was supplied by a private 

individual instead of Mercedes Benz South Africa, as was the 

norm prior to March.  Well there is a very good reason for 

that, namely Mercedes Benz refuses to supply us with test 

cars because they don't want to be associated with a        

publication that has the word “naked’ in the name.  Quite      

pathetic I know, but their choice and they must live and die 

by their stupid, childish and idiotic decision.  Fortunately the 

rest of us live in the free world, where the press have the 

right to be heard, so I did make their CEO a promise, and that 

would be that every month we would review at least one 

Merc, which brings us to the privately supplied test vehicle in 

March.  So if you own a late model Mercedes and you would 

like to see your car featured in our magazine please get in 

touch. 

 

In this edition we reveal the magnificent Bentley Mulsanne, 

and I must add that we are the FIRST South African motoring 

journalists to get behind the Mulsanne’s R6.2 million wheel. 

 

We also drive the Lamborghini Gallardo and take a look at 

some of the new small cars available in showrooms, as well 

as the brand new BMW 3 Series! 

 

So take a look, learn something new and ENJOY! 

 

Best wishes. 

 

Carrington Laughton 
Editor-in-Chief: Naked Motoring 

is.  Like the rest of us Leon has no former experience in the motor trade, but rather is a consumer and motorist,  and buys and sells 

things like everyone else, plus he has a really wicked sense of humour.  Leon has been our video cameraman for a long, long time, and 

his skill in this department are unquestioned.  His debut with Naked Motoring, as a writer is this month as he puts the big blerrie bakkie 

Nissan Navara through its paces.  Wilkommen Herr-Kapitan Rehrl, and yes we do know that Austria is landlocked… but your secret is 

safe with us. 

 

Thys de Bruyn 

 
Officially declared clinically insane, Thys moved FROM Johannesburg to Cape Town, and now resides amongst 

the Fynbos smoking variety.  Oh well, at least he has good roots.  He also writes damn well! 

 

An IT expert and all-round nice guy Thys brings a flavour of writing to the table that can only be attributed to the 

Air of The Mountain, and not ‘mountain air’ as many would believe.  He is also responsible for our website. 

 

We hope he will see the light and return to the civilised world one day, but for now he is our outlet to fast and 

sweeping coastal roads.  Welcome aboard Thys! 

 

 

 

So, now you have met the team… these are the finest motoring journalists who work for payment in polished shells. 

They are here to wow and entertain you and give you current and cutting edge reviews of your favourite vehicles. 

 
 

 

 

 

Poul Toft-Nielsen 

 
If it goes off road and 

likes to get dirty then 

Poul is the man for the 

job. 

 

Don’t hand him a new 

BMW X5 and tell him it 

is capable off road  because not long there-

after you will be able to see your X5 on 

Google Earth bashing up the side of some 

mountain. 

 

Poul has been in the safari tourism game for 

many, many years and in fact owns and runs 

his own tour company, but when the         

occasion is right also writes for us. 

 

Part Danish, part Italian and all South          

African Poul is our cultural attaché to the 

civilised, and more often than not the      

uncivilised world. 

 

 

Leon Rehrl 

 
Brought across from the 

frozen shores of Austria, 

and a former Captain in 

the Austrian Navy, Leon 

offers a brand of          

reporting as unique and 

colourful as he himself 



It was a fresh, damp and early Thursday 

morning when I got up to take the LP 560-4 

off to our secret test road, known only as 

BOB for a blast. 

 

I quietly crept out so not to wake up the 

family, putting my shoes on outside, quietly 

opened and closed the door, slowly slid the 

key into the ignition and turned it. 

 

BRAAARGH… suddenly my silent world was 

shattered by the rejoicing sound of 5.2 litres of angry bull 

working its way through 10 cylinders.  

 

Oh well, now that everyone is awake I may as well get the hell 

out of Dodge. 

 

That’s right, Naked Motoring have been entered into list of 

the very select and privileged few to be able to drive and test 

Lamborghini vehicles.  Something that after a long and patient 

period of waiting has come to fruition.  Only the most ethical 

and serious motoring journalists are given this honour, for 

which we are grateful. 

 

So, back to waking the neighbours… 

 

As I drive down my street I quietly smile knowing that the old, 

“if I am awake, everyone is awake” rule has been successfully 

applied. 

 

The Gallardo is the undisputed king of supercar sales in the 

world, and they have in fact sold over 12000 units since the 

car was launched in 2004, and that is very, very impressive 

especially considering its not because they are cheap.  In fact 

the reverse is true.  Lamborghini are very expensive.  The 

cheapest Gallardo is R 2.5M and the most expensive is about  

R 4.5M… ours about R 3.5M, which puts it in the same price 

bracket as a Ferrari 458 Italia. 

 

The reason for this unheard of sales success is owing to two 

factors.  Firstly the car has been available for many years as a 

current model and secondly because it offers its driver a       

driving experience second to none. 

 

The car, as I mentioned previously has a 5.2 litre V10 engine, 

which produces 412kW and 520Nm, which allows the car to 

propel from zero to 100 kilometres per hour in 3.5 seconds 

stopping only once it reaches 324 km/h.  0 to 200 incidentally 

is dealt with in 11 seconds, which is about as long as it takes 

for a small hatchback to get to 100 km/h… 0 to 300 takes only 

34 seconds! 

Carrington Laughton 
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Supercars are very special because they 

represent a cutting edge approach to 

motoring that is accessible to the man in 

the street, provided of course that     

particular man can fit the bill for one.  

You have a combination of new technol-

ogy and racing technology all in one car. 

 

When you drive a Lamborghini,          

especially a bright orange one people 

tend to notice you and look in awe and 

envy, but the trick is not to look around 

too much otherwise you end up having 

to engage the public in a series of silly 

hand signals and the like.  Eyes front! 

 

This of course is true in other similar 

cars. I can remember having to do the 

exact same thing with Ferrari, Bentley 

and Maserati.   These are objects of  

desire.  It is as simple as that. 

 

Out on the open road I found the        

Gallardo to be a very pleasant drive.  There is no sense of 

drama, and the car, as mentioned before is pleasantly quiet.  

Gear selection is done in a couple of ways.  Firstly reverse is 

selected by pressing a button on the right of the steering     

column, which makes no sense in a right hand drive car, but in  

lefty it would.  Then you pull the paddle shift lever to get it 

into first.  From there you have two basic choices (and two 

advanced ones) either you manually change gears using the 

paddles or you press a button and the car does it for you.  

However in manual (which the car essentially is) you have two 

further choices either “SPORT” or “CORSA”.  Now sport mode 

sort of escapes me because this is a supercar and being sporty 

comes with the territory.  CORSA on the other hand puts the 

car into full race mode, which includes turning off the traction 

control, sharpening throttle response and fine tunes your gear 

changes.  On the ‘fun-o-meter’ driving a Lamborghini in CORSA 

mode rates about 12 out of 10.  It is brutally quick and when 

you change gears the car hits you in the back and then lunges 

forward, and keeps on going until either it runs out of power, 

or the more likely scenario of you running out of courage.  So 

saying, this is not a scary car and it is fact very easy to drive.  

No less than an Audi from which it borrows some of its        

technology, like the radio. 

 

The seats are comfortable… maybe not for a trip through  

Africa, but for day to day driving they are fine.  The interior is 

also very well laid out and everything is just really nicely      

finished off.  This is a supercar designed by Italians and built 

by Germans.  The overall build quality is superb, and the car 

has a sense of solidity much the same as you would get when 

you kick an ancient Roman column.  The thing has been there 

for centuries and will for many more. 

 

The all wheel drive system works incredibly well, and this is 

what gives this car the edge over its competitors.  The        

handling, even in CORSA with no electronic assistance is razor 

sharp and you seldom feel as if the car is 

losing its composure.  During testing we 

threw this car into corners at ridiculous 

speeds and there was not so much as the 

slightest protest from any of the four wheels.  

An occasional flash of the traction control 

warning light told you that you were doing a 

good job. 

 

Yes it is an ‘old’ model and yes they have 

been around for a while, but don't let that 

detract from the fact that the Gallardo is 

quite possibly one of the best supercars ever 

made.  All you have to do is drive one and 

you too will be able to fully appreciate what 

it is that has made this model so successful 

and so very special. 

Test car gratefully with courtesy from  

Lamborghini South Africa 
5.2 litres of Italian V10 anger 



For the off road die hard enthusiast, the choices 

are really tough because there is so much to 

choose from. In today’s tough economy there are 

so many manufacturers building fine off road 

machines that you need to really shop around 

and find the off road that bests suits you.  Jeep 

started off it’s career during the days of World 

War II and was the brain child of the Americans 

who found  that they needed a good off road 

vehicle to try and run General Patton around with 

his six shooter shouting orders at his over tired, 

under nourished men. 

 

 The Jeep was so well made that it was hard to keep up with the  

demand not only because the Germans had a new target to shoot at 

but the Americans had built a fine machine that was greatly in     

demand, in fact it was so well made that Jeep help serve the allies in 

their quest to defeat the powers of evil in such a wonderful way that 

designer of Jeep should have received the Medal of Honour, for 

keeping the allies on the move in a very reliable way. So well built 

was this vehicle in those days that Jeep has kept the winning formula 

going for seventy years. 

 

The Wrangler is a mean tough looking machine that is cable of doing 

anything and it does, however as we discovered not only do you need 

to choose your vehicle carefully, you also need to choose your tyres 

carefully because I found myself having to be pulled out of very         

slippery mud with the aid of a sixteen year old Land Rover Defender. 

This is not to say that the Defender is better but it did have the      

correct boots on for the obstacle course we played with while the 

Wrangler seemed to be fitted with a pair of slops for everyday         

running around.  

 

In spite of this tiny setback the four door Wrangler with the 2.8 litre 

CRD engine is a very nice trail blazer to drive, the engine produces 

147 kW and 460 Nm of torque, it is a real off road car so it is not fast 

but it will do 140Km/h with ease.  The handling is very good and 

there is so much space that you need not worry how you are going to 

fit in everything for a weekend of heavy bundu bashing.  One thing 

that did get my attention was how difficult it was to get the Wrangler 

into the low range, I had to really battle to try and get the selector 

lever into low range, and this is where the Suzuki Jimny has the    

advantage over the Wrangler in that the Jimny is just a simple push of 

a button unlike the gear levers found in many other makes of 4X4s’. 

 

The model that was given to us was an older model, with an out-

dated radio, whereas the newer models have the new radio with 

integrated navigation system and while this may be an optional extra 

in other cars in the Jeep it is standard. 

 

I must say that I found the ride to be a lot smoother in the long wheel 

base than the short wheel base. Whilst being a passenger in the 

Wrangler short wheel base I felt as though I was riding the waves of 

the sea rather than the tar of the road, and as I am a person who 

does not suffer from motion sickness a cast a thought to those of you 

who do who might want to opt for the long wheel base, as I am sure 

that you do not want to arrive at work in the mornings with your 
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digested breakfast all over your clothes. 

 

The cost of the diesel Wrangler is about R 421 000 which I believe to 

be good value for money as you do get for what you pay for.  Yes the 

market for the off road cars is very competitive and that is why I say 

you need to shop around because you can get a second hand Jeep or 

Discovery and not pay as much but the question is do you want to 

buy a second hand off roader that comes with other peoples’      

problems.  

 

You would have to be an idiot to fall for the sales man’s pitch that the 

car was owned by an old lady who used the car to visit her daughter 

and go to the shops and back. In most cases the original owners 

probably used the vehicle try to climb the summit of Lions Head and 

had to be air lifted out with the aid of an air force helicopter.  The old 

lady on the other hand needs a step ladder to get in and out of the 

Wrangler. 

 

New is always best as you get the 3 year /100 00 Km warranty and 

full maintenance contract for more details speak to a new car        

salesman when you want to purchase your Jeep Wrangler. 

 

I was really impressed with the drive and handling of the 4 door 

Wrangler, the handling of this vehicle is very good and being a diesel 

the fuel consumption was very impressive even though I was          

averaging about 10.2 lt/100 Km. What also impressed me about this 

Jeep was how comfortable I was behind the wheel of this car. The 

gear changes were smooth and the ride was comfortable. The        

steering wheel felt good in my hand and the controls 

were easy to use, the rest of the car is very well         

balanced and I could find very little wrong with this 

model of Wrangler.  

 

The space is very impressive and it has more boot 

space then the 2 door version simply because the 

wheel base is longer. So if you have a big family the 4 

door is your best bet because I am sure your wife 

would not be happy sitting on the lap of your sixteen 

year old or vice versa depending on who weighs more 

while trying to drive to the great outdoors to wherever. 

 

The Land Rover Defender 110 costs about 2 grand more 

however it has less power and torque than the          

Wrangler; the Defender’s engine produces 90 kW and 

360 Nm of torque. The choice of a Defender or a            

Wrangler is such a tough one as they are both very 

good cars, here the choice is a personal one now as I 

have not tested a Defender I cannot say which is better 

this is where a test drive is called for between these 

great makes of off roaders. 

 

I did manage to get it to 140Km however it does have a 

top speed of 160Km/h which is faster than the Defender that has a 

top speed of 131 Km/h  however the one good thing about the Jeep 

is that it is not a fast form of transportation so getting back your 

Jeep in the event of a theft should be easy to recover unless the 

police are in pursuit of the thieves are on horseback. 

 

Yes the bonnet does have the rubber clips and in a 

crime ridden country like ours battery thieves have easy 

access to your power source and maybe this something 

that Jeep may look at in future models but I for one am 

not holding my breath. 

 

The Jeep is a car for all terrains and all I can say that 

Jeep has got the formula right with this one and have 

done so in my opinion for the last seventy years, I hope 

that they will carry on for the next seventy because the 

Jeep is a car made for all seasons no matter where you 

are. Book yourself a test drive and you will find out for 

yourself that they have got what you are looking for. 

Test car gratefully with courtesy from  

Chrysler / Jeep South Africa 



A pre-owned Bentley not only comes with a fully validated service history, but also with the sound reassurance that it has been 

meticulously restored to its original build specifications.  It’s all part of our 90 year commitment to always be ‘best in class’, 

whether pre-owned or not.  To secure your Bentley from our current stable, please visit our website at 

www.bentleyapproved.co.za, or better still come to our showrooms on Cnr William Nicol & Bryanston Drive, Bryanston, 

Johannesburg (+27 11 361 6600) or 10 Hospital Street, Harbour Edge Building, Cape Town (+27 21 419 0595 

 

The name ‘Bentley’ and the ‘B’ wings device are registered trademarks. © 2011 Bentley Motors Limited. Model shown: Continental GT 
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It has finally arrived.  The all-new BMW 3 

Series, dubbed the F30. 

 

The new car at a glance is all BMW, but       

differs from its predecessor in every possible 

way. 

 

The first thing you notice that the front end 

is MUCH lower and more sporty looking, and 

it doesn’t end there. 

 

The new 3 is longer, wider and higher than the old 3 yet is 

about 45kg lighter.  However despite going on a diet (thanks 

to new lighter materials) the new car has a very planted and 

solid feel to it when on the road. 

 

The new F30 is available in four models and a further four trim 

options.  Firstly there is the 320i, 320d, 328i and 335i, and all 

four are available in either ‘standard’ spec or in ‘modern’, 

‘sport’ or ‘luxury’ spec.  Now bear in mind that the differences 

are only cosmetic and mechanically there is zero difference 

between the various spec “lines”.  A 335i Sport will drive and 

handle identically to a 335i Modern (or standard or Luxury). 

 

I for one don't completely understand this concept because 

for me a ‘Sport’ model should be refined mechanically to    

improve performance and handling.  My personal choice 

would be the ‘Luxury’ spec car.  It is just very, very nice       

because to make a car luxurious involves the addition of         

luxury items, and this for me makes complete sense. 

I had the occasion to drive the 320d, 328i and 335i on the 

open road, and I must say that it is very hard to choose a      

winner.  This is a choice that a prospective buyer would have 

to make on their own.  The new 328i is however a very good 

option.  Below are the technical specifications and pricing of 

the respective models (in standard spec): 

 

320d 135kW   380Nm   0-100 7.5sec   R 390 000 

328i 180kW   350Nm   0-100 6.1sec   R 438 000 

335i 225kW   400Nm   0-100 5.5sec   R 543 000 

 

The 320i starts at around R 361 000. 

 

Owing to clever engineering the car have a near perfect 50:50 

weight distribution for balance and poise.  All models are 

available in 8 speed automatic and 6 speed manual. 

 

There are a number of new innovations too in the F30 like full 

colour heads up display available as an option, and a sensor at 

the back which you wave your foot in front of when your 

hands are full to open the boot.  We all admittedly did try this 

and ended up looking like folk dancers standing behind a 

BMW and alas no open boot, but that could be because we 

weren’t doing the dance right. 

 

Available in dealerships from 17 March. 

 

We thank BMW South Africa for their hospitality and generous 

consideration in inviting us to the launch of this stunning new 

car. 

 

The Ultimate Driving Experience?  Yes, I think so! 

Carrington Laughton 
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What is a baby Fiat all about? 

 

Well in recent times there was the Palio, 

which was quite possibly the worst car ever 

made.  It was in fact so bad that Fiat pulled it 

from the market without a replacement… 

until now. 

 

Behold the Fiat Punto Multiair Turbo 

Lounge, which know is a mouthful, but long-

winded name aside the car is actually very 

good. 

 

The car has the same turbo charged engine as is found in the 

Alfa Romeo Giulietta Progression but output has 

been upped to 99kW, but because the Fiat is 

smaller and thus lighter than the Giulietta its 

driver is rewarded with a nippy and fun little car 

that shoots around corners quicker than a pirate 

copy DVD seller who sees the    police. 

 

There are a lot of new slightly bigger small cars 

on the market.  You have the Toyota Yaris, the 

Opel Corsa, VW Polo, Alfa Romeo MiTo, KIA Rio, 

Hyundai i20 and the ugly as sin Nissan Micra.  

Some of them offer performance, some offer 

comfort and some offer both.  The Punto is one 

of those.  Dynamically it is a pleasant car to 

drive.  Acceleration is good, handling is good and  

size & space is also good.  The price… R 209 000. 

for this model, which is the top-of-the-range.  

They incidentally start at around R 150 000, 

which is not bad at all. 

I enjoyed my week with this baby Italian and find myself in 

love again.  This car is as good as any Alfa Romeo, just not as 

pretty.  However it is hardly ugly either.   

 

I reckon that the market needs more cars like this, which rep-

resent good value for money, offer a good driving experience 

and are easy to live with for 5 years. 

 

The other cars in this segment are also good, and the more 

‘traditional’ brands offer security, but life is about living and 

being an individual is what it is all about. 

 

Fiat represents individuality, and that is very, very cool. 

Test car gratefully with courtesy from  

Fiat South Africa 

Anel Laughton 





Having seen    

pictures of the 

Toyota FJ in  

magazines and  

pamphlets I was 

very keen to get 

myself behind the 

wheel of this 

machine as it 

looked very      

interesting and of 

course being a 

good sport that 

my editor and friend is he was only too 

happy for me to test the Toyota FJ 

cruiser, and I was only too glad because 

having seen them only in pictures I was 

very curious to see how they drove and 

handled. The day arrived and we were 

both shocked the FJ looked nothing like 

the pictures I have seen, it was like me 

entering a competition to date a model 

and instead of seeing a pretty model 

has on a date with the girl in need of 

extreme make over, the point I am 

trying to make is that the FJ is not 

pretty. 

 

OK so it lacks in the looks department 

how about the practical department? 

Sadly the FJ failed here as well because 

as a car that is more than capable of 

going off road the fuel consumption as a 

huge disappointment. Let me put it to 

like this if you are planning a weekend 

away in the bush make sure you have a 

least  1000 litres of fuel with you     

because in normal drive the fuel       

consumption has high,  as the FJ had no 

trip computer to indicate how much 

fuel we were using; we guessed that we 

were getting about 20 to 25 litres per 

100 Km based on fuel indication 

and tank size. In low range off the 

beaten tracks of any civil road you 

could double that. Yes the fuel 

consumption was shocking. 

 

 The FJ is only available in petrol, 

believe me unless you have a crap 

load of jerry cans with you, you are 

not going to enjoy your adventure, 

in fact it would be quite an        

adventure to see how long it takes 

for you to be rescued when you 

run out of fuel in the middle of 

nowhere. I say this because 95 or 

93 octane fuel is available in South 

Africa but there are parts of our 

world that don’t have what we do, 

so unless you have a mate that 

works for an oil refinery that is able 

to send a gas truck out to you 

could find yourself in for a long 

wait. 

 

Another thing that I found quite 

irritating was the way the back 

door opens up to let a         

passenger in the back seat out. I 

had the misfortune of having to 

drive my wife her friend and her 

friend to the Sting concert, 

taking her out for a drive was 

not the misfortune the fact that 

it was Sting was, the money 

that she paid for the ticket 

could have been used to a  

better use like replenishing my 

fridge with my favourite beer. 

 

However being the good     

husband that I think I am I 

agree to be the taxi driver.  We 
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arrive at the destination and now it is 

time for the missus and her friend to 

disembark, the missus could get out 

no problem but it was her friend 

sitting in the back seat that had a 

slight problem, not because she is 

overweight, very far from it, the 

problem was the way the rear doors 

do open not like a normal rear door, 

no first you have to open the front 

and then reach behind the door to 

find a lever and pull it, the door 

opens in the opposite direction to 

the front door, now this would be no 

problem in the wide open plains of 

our wonderful country but in the 

parking lot of a shopping centre this 

a slight agitation because you have 

to first close the doors, pull out of 

your parking bay, make believe that 

the person who is patiently waiting 

for your parking bay has not waited 

in vain, only to see a person emerge 

from the back seat leaving a bitter 

pill in their mouth as they see you  

reversing back into the parking bay. 

Wondering why the hell you had to 

pull out in the first place. 

 

The FJ was full of surprises the ride 

being one of them the suspension is 

so soft that you find yourself         

bouncing all over the place, now for 

rock climbing this would be perfect 

but for everyday running around it 

was a bit much in fact at times I was 

asked to slow down as the ride was 

not comfortable at all for one my 

passengers, so  I did to 20km/h. On 

the rocky roads of Pofadder this  

would be ideal but on a road where 

the speed limit is 80 Km/h the 
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thought of creating a ‘traffic train’ 

for 20 kilometres behind was not 

one that I wanted in my head. 

 

The handling is dreadful and this is 

one vehicle that I am sure the VIP 

protection unit of our South African 

Police would not think of buying.  

This vehicle is best suited for the life 

savers of our beaches that need a 

vehicle to cart all their equipment 

in. There is so much body roll as you 

go around corners it really was 

unpleasant. 

 

Another factor that I was thinking 

about was this, the FJ is fully     

imported from the Land of the 

Rising Sun and after being hit by a 

force of Mother Nature that left 

almost total destruction in the form 

of a tsunami and then not too long 

after that a nuclear disaster. Just 

how easily could you get spare 

parts. Well according to our sources 

at a Toyota dealership spare parts 

are not a problem. OK so far I have 

found one positive point about the 

FJ.  

 

Now what does the FJ cost, well it 

starts at a staggering R 454 000, 

which in my mind is not worth it 

because there is so much that you 

could for that price that want leave 

worrying where the closest petrol 

station is. The engine is a 4 litre V6 

that produces 200 kW and 380 Nm 

of torque, I did manage to 

go over  140 Km/h in it so 

does have a bit of speed.. It 

does have a very smooth 5 

speed automatic gearbox, 

and I must say that I did not 

notice the gear changes. 

 

 What did put me off was 

the size of the knobs for the 

air conditioner and fans  - 

they were massive and the 

only thing that I can think of 

that makes any sense to me 

is that you are able to  

operate the controls      

wearing a very thick pair of 

gloves. The FJ we had was 

highly equipped, the roof 

rack and roof lights as well 

as the leather seat are 

optional extras. It had all 

the safety features that you 

expect from a Toyota. 

 

What Toyota need to do with the FJ 

is put in a diesel engine. Toyota do 

have very good engines… just look 

at the Hilux that has been around 

since God knows when, there are 

some Hilux’s that are going strong 

after being bought when Farmer 

Brown was around feeding his 

chickens.  Toyota I feel have not 

done themselves any favours with 

the FJ in fact I am personally        

disappointed by the FJ, even though 

they are selling it as a serious off 

road car, despite the fact that the 

fuel range is pitiful. It is a car I feel 

that is made for those yuppies that 

love to show off. They want to show 

off to their friends who have       

Hummers. 

 

Another point that we found that 

was quiet amusing is that the        

owners handbook says that towing 

of caravans and trailers is not     

recommended in right hand  vehicles   

except in South Africa. We did     

enquire about this but nobody could 

explain it. 

 

To be honest the FJ could be a better 

car if the petrol engines were     

removed and replaced with diesel 

engines. Also the computerised 

technology is something that should 

be addressed because in today’s 

society and especially where the Far 

East are the front runners in       

computer technology to have a car 

that does not have it is somewhat 

taking a step backwards. 

 

I for one would not even think of 

buying one of these, I really did not 

enjoy the FJ at all. However if you are 

curious about the FJ then book a test 

drive and share in the  

 disappointment. 
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Taa daa, the baby Lexus is upon us, and it’s a 

hybrid… can this be a good thing? 

 

The answer quite simply is no and for a  

number of very good reasons. 

 

The first one is our test car was called the “F 

Sport”.  Now if you call something ‘sport’ 

then there is some assumption that the thing 

is sporty… well regrettably in the CT200h it is 

anything but sporty.  The engine whacks out 

a measly 100kW at full scream, and top speed is somewhere 

apparently around 180km/h… 60km/h over the maximum 

speed limit but hardly fast. 

 

The engine incidentally is the EXACT same motor as is in the 

Toyota Auris Hybrid, which we reviewed last 

month and really liked.  Clearly Lexus couldn't 

be bothered to develop their own engine so 

they just stole one from Toyota… what a 

bunch of cheapskates… 

 

Which brings me to my next point.  The price. 

 

Now bear in mind that the most expensive, 

full spec, top-of-the-range Auris Hybrid is just 

under R 300 000. 

 

The CT200h “F-Sport” costs… R 460 000! 

 

If anyone pays that for this car then they 

clearly have a lot more money than brains 

and common sense.  That is perhaps the least 

attractive purchase insofar as value for 

money is concerned that I am aware of. 

 

Then there is the overall package deal.  If you count the toys 

and gizmos in the Lexus and compare them to the R 300k  

Auris you will find that the Auris actually has more.  Not a lot 

more, but more is more regardless.  What you are paying an 

extra R 160 000 for is a badge comprising of the letter “L”.  

That’s it! 

 

The Lexus is slower because it is heavier.  It therefore uses 

more fuel, which sort of detracts from the whole ‘hybrid’ 

thing and it is the same size more or less than the cheaper 

and better Toyota. 

 

Now perhaps safety is where they differ… but the answer too 
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in full leather, but for R 160 000 it better be the leather of 

some near extinct animal.  However it is not. 

 

Now most of you are thinking, “shame poor Lexus, maybe 

they don't deserve such a severe sjamboking”, well what 

about poor me who had to drive this stupid car for a week… 

just image the disappointment of expecting something 

great and getting something not.  Just imagine getting a 

date with Kelly Clarkson and instead Kelly Osborne arrives.  

Same thing! 

 

If you want a Lexus then buy a proper one, like an is350, 

and if you want a hybrid brisling with Toyota technology 

then buy an Auris.  Those are both good cars and you will 

be happy to drive them everyday. 

 

If however you want to throw a lot of perfectly good money 

away, then for the love of all that is sacred and holy give it 

to charity, because at least when you die one day and you 

are standing at the feet of your creator, you can tell him 

with a clear conscience that you lived a good life and were 

not wasteful… because if you buy the Lexus CT200h then 

consider yourself a sinner. 

Test car gratefully with courtesy from  
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is no.  The Lexus may have a couple more      

airbags, but as far as safety ratings are               

concerned the cars are equals. 

 

So why would you buy one?  Well lets now try 

and get into the head of someone who would… 

someone who we shall refer to as “Mr Stupid”. 

 

Now Mr Stupid is worried about the planet… 

oh hang on, no that’s not going to work… 

that’s because producing hybrids actually does 

more harm than conventional cars. 

 

OK, maybe Mr Stupid wants to save fuel.  So at 

around 8.5 litres per 100 km you are saving 

about the same as you would if you bought a 

1400 petrol VW Polo. 

 

Now lets see maybe Mr Stupid likes to drive fast… not that 

either. 

 

Handling maybe?  Well I will concede that the Lexus does 

not fly off the road when you go around corners.  Of course 

sporty handling needs to be coupled with power and           

acceleration, so whilst it may have the right sort of                 

suspension Mr Stupid will never be able to realise its full 

potential, and that admittedly is a sad thing. 

 

How about status and prestige. NO!  People a Rolls Royce 

or Bentley is a prestigious car.  Any car that is mass         

produced is not, and especially a silly hatchback with a  

stolen engine. 

 

Excitement?  Come on, seriously!  Need I actually answer 

that one? 

 

Will it make you feel special… again, need I answer that? 

 

Inside the car there are three seats (two in the front and a 

long one in the back) just like the Auris.  They are covered 



General Motors have been through a few 

changes over the last few years, but          

fundamentally most have been for the good. 

Some ‘stages’ that weren't included the  

stupid, and now fortunately off the market 

Hummer H2, and others that were included 

the introduction of a whole range of         

Chevrolet vehicles, which now includes the 

baby Sonic, which is a replacement (in S.A.) 

for the Aveo. 

Our test car was the 1300 turbo diesel, 

and at first glance the car is quite         

interesting and decent looking.  From a 

styling perspective the Sonic is modern 

and innovative, with unique touches like 

the uncovered twin headlights. 

Another interesting thing about the Sonic 

is that Chevrolet have broken away from 

the norm in respect of some of the car’s 

features.  Now sometimes this can be a 

bad thing, but sometimes it can work too.  

In the case of the Sonic it works. 

For example the dashboard instrument 

cluster uses a large analogue rev counter 

and a large digital speedometer.  Now 

whist this may not sound that interesting, 

perhaps pause and consider who else 

does this…  I can’t think of anyone who uses this                      

configuration.  It is fresh modern and funky, and that is the 

best description for a buyer of this car. 

The 1300 turbo diesel engine however does require a bit of 

understanding but once mastered is pretty decent.  The main 

trick with this engine is to work the revs and thus keep the 

turbo active.  Now whilst some may argue that this shortens 

the life of a turbo, it has been proven that harder working 

turbos tend to last longer than those that come on and then 

off and then on again the whole time.  Sort of the same as 
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leaving a lightbulb on the whole time or flicking it on and 

off repeatedly.  It’s a no brainer! 

The engine produces 70kW and 210Nm, which is not bad 

for a little car, the same sort of size as a VW Polo.          

Acceleration is Ok but not brilliant with 0-100km/h 

achieved in 11.7 seconds.  You just need to keep the 

turbo on the boil otherwise you will be punished by      

hectic turbo lag. 

Insofar as the interior is concerned I quite liked the lay-

out.  The car offers comfort and fairly decent space for a 

car its size, and it can without too much difficulty        

accommodate four adults (5 if they are really small).  

At R 181 500 the car is not cheap by student standards 

but by competitor standards it is very reasonably priced.  

Consider that the VW Polo 1.2 TDi costs in the region of  R 182 

500 and is very similar in most ways.    However if you add      

R 9000 for a ‘comfort pack’ you get Bluetooth, USB port, 

cruise control, 6 speakers and multi-function steering wheel 

and that puts the Sonic in a different league.  My suggestion is 

spend the R 9000 because it is a good buy and not one you will 

regret. 

This is a car for people who like small cars, and for those who 

don't like to spend lots of money at the pumps.  I am one of 

these people.  I have two pet hates, the first is obviously filling 

up my car and the second, which is related is drawing money 

at an ATM.  So if you are like me then this is the car for you. 

On the open road the Sonic feels light and nippy yet at the 

same time solid and stable. 

 

This is the result of good build quality, and good honest      

simple engineering. 

 

I really enjoyed my time spent with the Sonic and reckon that 

this little car will do well in a highly competitive segment. 

 

However only time will tell, but I am still confident regardless. 

Test car gratefully with courtesy from  
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2012 South African Car of the Year… and we 

had it first after the announcement, so 

unlike any other Elantra review that         

preceded this announcement ours has a 

special flavour to it, because this is the best 

car that 2011 had to offer… or is it. 

 

The Elantra 1.8 GLS manual costs around the 

R 230 000 mark and typically of most Korean 

car the ‘spec level’ is very high.  Included as 

standard equipment are cruise control,      

climate control, loads of airbags, parking sensors, USB & iPod 

connections, automatic windscreen wipers and a host of other 

features for which you usually have to pay extra. 

 

The car was also designed and styled by Batman, and as a  

result looks fantastic.  It has lines in places that other cars do 

not even have places.  In fact all the Hyundai sedans, starting 

with the Sonata, have followed the same design rules.           

Hyundai in the past have always designed radically different 

looking cars, but unfortunately in the past thay have also got it 

horribly wrong, and as a result some of the ugliest cars to  

burden our roads were created, built and unleashed on the 

public.  Those days have however fortunately ended. 

 

Like it or hate it, the design of this car is so fresh 

and different that everyone notices it on the 

road. 

 

The styling however continues on the inside too. 

 

The dashboard and centre console comprise 

sweeping lines that lead to a central point and 

then flow away from it again, and say what you 

will, it looks damn good. 

The plastic used on some of the surfaces however does not 

and in my view should have been made from a higher grade 

plastic with a bit more rubber in it to make it softer to the 

touch.  Hard plastics do not belong in passenger cars and 

should be confined to off road vehicles, unless of course they 

serve a specific purpose which in the case of the areas of        

concern do not. 

 

The engine, a 1800 naturally aspirated four cylinder jobbie 

develops 110kW and 178Nm, which is a funny combination, 

meaning it develops more power than normal, or not enough 

torque.  Regardless however for day to day driving the car has 

enough power to do what you need it to do. 

 

When people think of Hyundai they do not think of                 

performance cars, and the Elantra is no exception to this 

rule.  It is not quick and does not go         

particularly fast, but what it 

does do is offer 

the driver 

a 
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nice and pleasant driving experience for the whole family, 

and that’s what these are… family cars. 

 

So saying the car’s top speed is a shade over 200km/h and it 

will apparently (according to the manufacturer) get from 

zero to 100km/h in 9.3 seconds.  Braking from 100km to zero 

however takes a leisurely 42 seconds, which is a bit long for a 

car in this class especially considering it has ABS brakes with 

EBD. 

 

The seating is comfortable, but not incredibly supportive 

especially in aggressive handling situations… but again, this 

isn't a performance car so expectations such as these are 

misplaced. 

 

On the open road the car is comfortable and quiet.  It coasts 

along nicely and thanks to a very smooth 6 speed manual 

gearbox, with nice ratios it can comfortably cruise at 120km/

h without the need for gearing down on hills.  Midrange  

acceleration is a bit slow, but that boils down to the low 

torque figure.  It will however get you there, and in a car like 

this that is all that really counts. 

 

Boring, perhaps the drive but when you consider all the 

other factors then this car makes quite an attractive         

purchase option. 

 

Hyundai have come far with this car and they have to be 

commended for a job well done.  My personal view of the Car 

of the Year decision process aside I think that this car will do 

incredibly well and I also think that Hyundai’s future looks 

very good. 

 

First the Sonata and then the Accent and Elantra.  From here 

where next?  They have now set the benchmark quite high 

and I am keen to see what the Hyundais of the future are all 

about.  I believe that they can only get better, because         

Hyundai have been a lot worse, and unlike some others they 

at least have learned from their mistakes. 

 

Best car of the year?  In my view no, but then again that is 

just my opinion.  It is however irrespective a very nice car 

that is built nicely and it offers pretty good value for money. 

 

The proof is in the pudding, as they say, so before making a 

final decision go and drive one of these and find out for        

yourself whether or not you are Hyundai material. 

 

I like the Elantra and it has my vote as a very decent, well 

priced family sedan. 
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Hyundai South Africa 

 

Photographed car with grateful courtesy from 

Hyundai Strydom Park (011) 791-4441 



In our March edition we pronounced the 

Jeep Grand Cherokee 5.7 the best SUV in the 

world… however we were mistaken. 

 

The best is not the 5.7 but is instead the all-

new 3 litre turbo diesel.  Sorry for the error. 

 

I attended the launch of this car, and for 

reasons for which only God can be blamed I 

was not fortunate enough to drive one 

then… I did however see what they were 

capable of in a mixed bag of situation. 

 

However being behind the wheel of one for a week has 

brought all of this home. 

 

This car offers its driver all the same good things 

that the 5.7 does, except it also brings good fuel 

efficiency to the table, and in a car this size that is a 

really good thing.  In the 5.7 you tend to be a bit 

careful with your acceleration, mainly because the 

engine has so much power that you don't need to 

cane it to make things happen, but also because if 

you do then you feel the financial pain of having to 

fill it regularly.  The CRD however offers you the 

same, if not better performance but at full tilt will 

return about 11 litres per 100km. 

 

Acceleration is very good, and with the                    

insurmountable amount of torque available from 

the 3 litre turbo charged V6 engine you are never 

left feeling out gunned by much.  The car is decently 

and surprisingly quick. 

Handling is also surprisingly good.  This car would make a very 

acceptable getaway car for any VIP as it is big enough to ac-

commodate them and their bodyguards, and when the bullets 

start flying you can put foot and get away really quickly.  Plus 

you have added benefit of size just in case you have to ram 

some baddies into oblivion. 

 

When cruising the air suspension is soft and VERY comfortable 

but when the road gets twisty it firms up and allows you to 

throw this two ton plus car into and out of the corners with 

incredible ease. 

 

The suspension is so good that we used this car for filming the 

Lamborghini Gallardo for Naked Motoring Television with 
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amazing results! 

 

Out on the open road is where this car 

belongs because it is an incredibly      

comfortable long distance cruiser, and in 

the toy department it lacks for nothing.  

As standard equipment it has GPS, dual 

zone climate control, heated seats (back 

and front), front air conditioned seats, 

Bluetooth, automatic lights, panoramic 

sunroof, USB connectivity, mulit-

function steering wheel, keyless entry 

and start, electrically adjustable front 

seats, remote boot opening and closing 

and so the list goes on… and on! 

 

Visually what sets the diesel apart from 

other models is the black wood finish on 

the dashboard, which admittedly is very 

nice. 

 

The car has the new terrain                

management system, which is coupled 

to the air suspension and rear diff lock. 

 

The car will raise and lower depending on your ride height 

requirements.  In addition thereto the car has a “sport” setting 

which lowers the car to a more aerodynamic height for better 

cruising. 

 

The gearbox has low range, which on a diesel of this calibre 

Test car gratefully with courtesy from  

Chrysler / Jeep South Africa 

amounts to enough torque, 550Nm of it, to pull a building 

down, so getting out of any situation is a piece of cake. 

 

We love this car and rate it as the Best SUV in the World, and 

we should know because we have driven them all.  However 

there are those who don't believe what they are told… for 

them please, pretty please, go to your closest Jeep dealership 

and drive this fantastic car and find out for yourself if we are 

being truthful or not… I dare you! 



Up goes the electric-

ity, up goes the  

petrol and diesel 

prices and if that is 

not bad enough we 

who live in the  

wonderful world of 

Gauteng have the 

added pleasure of 

having to pay for the 

upgrade of the high-

ways and byways by 

means of e-tolls.  It is nothing but high-

way robbery in a legal form that makes 

the directors of SANRAL richer while 

we the ordinary citizens are getting 

poorer by having to fork out more, in 

the old days of the Transvaal the  

government upgraded the roads with-

out increasing the burden of making 

ordinary citizens pay because they had 

people who knew how to do things 

properly by budgeting for upgrades 

without having to enrich themselves by 

corruption and other criminal acts that 

seems to become the norm in our 

country. 

 

“It was initiated as a service,” says Na-

zir Alli, CEO of SANRAL, “Not as a pun-

ishment.” Really who is this person 

trying to fool, if this was a service then 

why are we paying more for shoddy 

work? Take a drive and you will see 

that the road surface has been done by 

second grade  companies that were 

awarded tenders because of their con-

nections or maybe was it because they 

were cheaper  thus making more 

money for those in charge of this stu-

pid idea who would in turn put the 

burden on us to pay for it? 

 

Mr. Alli goes on to say that,” This was 

not a decision taken lightly.” Of course 

it was not taken lightly  

because in my opinion once again the 

idea to rip people off had to go through 

a number of ideas phases and the best 

idea that they could come up with was 

to get more BEE companies on board 

to get the economic ball rolling to  

create jobs and instead of dipping into 

the country’s budget that is supposed 

to be used for this, they would prefer 

to pass the buck onto you and me so 

that we could pay for their employees 

leaving  them to enjoy their lavish life 

styles without them having to fork into 

their own pockets to pay their  

employees. 

 

Now for the real kicker, an E-Tag costs 

R50.00 per tag and that in itself is pure 

theft as the money made from the sale 

of the tags alone would pay for the 

cost of the upgrades. Carte Blanche 

showed that the costs were about R6 

Billion Rand for the upgrade yet the 

profit that these people would make 

would be over R 50 Billion Rand.  Who 

benefits from that?  Not you and me 

know of course not the real benefac-

tors are the board of directors and 

share holders who like to pay them-

selves big bonuses leaving all of us out 

of pocket.  Service has nothing to do 

with it, this in my opinion just more 

punishment on the rich and those who 

have money and why, because they 

can.  

 

“Premier Nomvula Mokonyane gets E-

Tag” is The Star front page story but 

you will never guess what? They have a 

fleet of cars that have been registered 

for these stupid tags; how noble but, 

true to ANC form they have not budg-

eted for it, hence my earlier point that 

the previous government had the fore-

sight to budget for the necessity of the 

good for the nation and at no extra 

cost to you.  

 

You can be guaranteed that we the 

residents of Johannesburg and sur-

rounding towns are going to fitting the 

bill by increasing rates taxes and other 

services.  Watch the press and watch 

the news you are going to see how you 

will be paying for the VIPs of our prov-

ince who use the highways as their 

own personal driveway to carry the 

cost of tagging the thousands of cars 

that we pay for anyway we will be pay-

ing for every kilometre that they use.  

 

Guess who is going to foot the bill?  

That is right WE are going to be paying 

millions more for the powers that be to 

enjoy their ride on our freeways. The 

idea that those in power pay for any-

thing is unthinkable to them, so let the 

general public pay after all that is what 

the gravy train is there for - so those in 

power can enjoy the benefits of having 

freebies. 

 

Guess what, only 320 000 cars are  

registered for this stupid plan.  Why? 

Because they are the ones who agree 

with this... Good for them if they are 

prepared to be ripped off, I am not and 

so are the millions of drivers who are 

tired of the government stealing from 

us.  In fact the only thing that these 

people know how to do is take money 

from the general public in the name of 

good deeds. 

 

The best is the threats that come from 

those in power, really scary stuff, first 

the government is not going to tolerate 

any disobedience, so what they are 

going to arrest millions of motorists 

and put them in jail, let them try.  The 

courts will be so full that the court rolls 

will take years to get through.  “We will 

not allow you to re-new your licence”... 

you need a change in the law to do 

that, so what they are going to get 

their task force of the JMPD that they 

have spent millions on training whose 

sole function is to monitor the non 
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complying motorists and get them 

tagged. These people have lost their 

minds by wasting so much of our tax 

money investing it in useless projects 

that benefit nobody… apart from a very 

select few. 

 

The Minister of Transport is the sole 

shareholder, so says SANRALS own 

web site, wonderful so when the next 

minister takes over does he have to 

pay the present minister the money to 

purchase all the shares? Let me guess 

we are going to have pay for him or her 

to have the privilege of being the sole 

shareholder.  Isn’t it funny that since 

the ANC have come to power they 

have privatised everything and ensured 

that their friends and family become 

rich by being rewarded the tenders and 

for the tenders the powers that be are 

given money in the form of bribes.  I 

will ensure that you get the contract 

and you ensure that you give me a 

couple of hundred million for that con-

tract.  Good business practice - no 

wonder the rest of the world wants to 

invest in this wonderful land of crime 

and corruption, a.k.a. opportunity. 

 

How this for a joke when you go onto 

the web site of SANRAL and you search 

for “declaration of intent”, the page is 

not available - no surprise the deeper 

in the dark they keep us the more they 

can steal from us.  The web site is full 

of blanks and why not, they are a law 

until themselves and they don’t have 

to answer to anyone.  

 

Then you have their future projects 

that I believe are on hold, no wonder 

the other provinces are not as stupid to 

believe the lies that the government in 

Gauteng did.  We will fall for anything 

that the government says, we are stu-

pid and gullible. I am very proud of the 

Western Cape for exposing the govern-

ment for what they are thy are not 

interested in anything that the ANC has 

to say or do, they stand up for what is 

right and just. We could learn a lesson 

from the Western Cape. 

 

Cosatu has taken a stand and decided 

to bring the whole of the nation to a 

standstill and why not they make good 

on their threats but what really is such 

a laugh is that the ANC would not be in 

power without the help of the  

commies.  Now that the commies have 

told the ANC they don’t want labour 

brokers and e-tolling the 

government has told the 

commies to go to hell - it is 

happening and they can’t 

stop it!  Will the commies 

tell the government to go to 

hell by supporting another 

political party? I hope so. 

 

I support anyone that does 

not want these stupid toll 

roads, in fact we at Naked  

Motoring are of the view 

that this is a stupid idea and 

a total waste of our hard earned 

money. I hope that the other provinces 

do not follow our bad example and 

that they will find honest hard working 

companies that are prepared to put in 

honest tenders and do a much better 

job than we have in making a better 

life for the residents, without it costing 

them an arm and a leg. What about 

those that will stop using the highways, 

must we pay for this stupid tag as well?  

 

 Maybe it may not be a bad idea if we 

were to have number plates made that 

read “NO TO TOLLS” and put them over 

our number plates.  The powers that 

be might have a heart attack and try 

prosecuting everybody that does it. 

Would it not be something if the courts 

were to try and send 3 million to jail for 

Defeating the Ends of Justice, maybe 

new prisons would have to be built, but 

wait they may decide to charge the 

inmates 50 cents a night to recover the 

costs of the new prisons, but then 

again the point would be made that 

the e-tolling is a sin and should be  

catered for in the next budget speech 

as a sin tax, and leave cigarettes and 

alcohol alone at the current price in 

fact bring down the price of other sin 

taxes and introduce a new one... E-

TOLLS.  After all this is what we are 

used to - paying more and more while 

we get less and less. 

 

Oh and by the way what ever hap-

pened to the World Cup Soccer of 

2010, where it was mentioned by 

someone or another that the wonder-

ful event that produced a new world 

cup champion was going to pay for the 

highways and the byways? Of course it 

was only words because I have no 

doubt in my mind that the money was 

used to pay off friends and family to 

tenders that were awarded. So MUCH 

money was raised by the prices that 

FIFA charged to a pint of beer you 

should be able to build schools, hospi-

tals, prisons and highways.  No the 

money was used for better purposes 

like greasing the hands of the filthy rich 

people who pocketed the money for 

themselves. In my opinion the money 

was never intended for the improve-

ment of our roads… it was just lip  

service. 

 

Whatever your view is the fact of the 

matter is that e-tolling is going to hap-

pen if the courts don’t do what is right, 

in the words of D.A member Jack 

Bloom,” It is not fair that Gauteng is 

the only province that is going to have 

to pay for these roads in this manner.” 

I agree with agree with Mr. Bloom, 

however what the government better 

take notice of is the anger of the peo-

ple because elections are coming up 

and handing out food parcels for votes 

will not be enough to get people to 

vote for a corrupt government that 

only thinks of itself and not the general 

well being of the general public.  

 

I am hoping and praying that the peo-

ple of South Africa will one day stand 

together to vote out this useless and 

corrupt government. What a day that 

will be when South Africa will be free 

and we be able to pay the right price 

for the right service. 

 

Whatever happens all I can say with 

certainty is that the government have 

really gone out of their way to piss off 

the general public in a big way, so well 

done to SANRAL and the Minister of 

Transport for doing an outstanding job 

of pissing us all off.  You have really out 

done yourselves. 

 

Free and fair for all… yeah, right! 
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Cape Town (28 & 29 March 2012) 

 

R 310 000 for the A4 1.8T to R 620 000 for the S4. 

 

The S4 has a 3 litre V6 engine which produces 245kW and 440Nm. It feels like a 

lot more than that but there you have it. Audi have really gone all out with this 

car. Admittedly it looks very similar to the previous models but in true German 

style they have taken that to new and impressive levels. Being of Austrian stock 

myself I appreciated these subtleties. True to the ’Vorsprung durch technik’ this 

range is an absolute masterpiece one would expect from the Germans.            

Everything is simplified and easy to use from the very impressive Google earth navigation to the 

introduction of the sim card that turns the car into a wi-fi zone.  I imagine 

that would be the ‘vorsprung’ part of it.  I don’t know of anyone else who 

has that. 

 

I know, I know. I am Austrian so the entire launch and driving experience 

was for me, sublime.  A religious experience so to say. The only thing that 

compared to the cars was the location which was at Grootbos Private 

Nature Reserve located near Hermanus and overlooking Walker Bay in the 

Cape.  That in itself was yet another religious experience. We were met at 

Cape Town airport and hopped into the Sedan for the 300km trip to the 

Nature Reserve which was a surprisingly short trip where I was torn        

between the beauty of the cape  and the equally beautiful driving          

experience. Needless to say I am an Audi fan for life.  The highlights for me 

were the fascinating presentation on the design aspect of this range from 

conceptualisation to production and the sheer pleasure of driving in       

perfection. Thank you to Audi and Grootbos for an unforgettable           

experience. 

The SA Guild of Motoring Journalists, proudly sponsored 

by Hollard Insurance, Total and Wesbank announced at a 

dinner held at Gallagher Estate that the South African Car 

of the Year for 2012 is the Hyundai Elantra 1.8 GLS. 

 

This particular car (below) is our actual test vehicle and 

not the dark blue one that appears in the full review on 

page 19, which was also one of the actual test cars used in 

the Car of the Year selection process… as is evident from 

all the stickers and branding that covers the car. 

Naked Motoring congratulates Hyundai for this            

achievement and hopes that they may sell loads of them. 

 

The car isn’t bad at all, and of some of the other finalists 

we would have to agree with the results.  Of others, not 

so much, but who are we to question the mighty Guild?  

After all we don't even have a secret handshake. 

 

I think that the judging process should be more                 

transparent so that the public on the whole can              

understand how the Hyundai Elantra 

1.8 GLS is voted to be a better can 

than say the Bentley Continental GTC 

or Ferrari 458 Spyder, which also came 

out during the same year, and by the 

standards of most people who breathe 

air would be better cars. 

 

I am not trying to steal Hyundai’s        

moment here, and I am sure they      

deserve it.  I just wish we could know 

how these Guild people do their thing 

and arrive at the decisions that they 

do. 

 

My two cents worth, I know, but I also 

know that others share this sentiment. 

Copyright Naked Motoring 2012 

All Rights Reserved 

Leon Rehrl 



Copyright Naked Motoring 2012 

All Rights Reserved 

Cape Town (29 March 2012) 
 

On a cloudy Thursday morning, standing around the airport, 

bearing my eyes on what seems to be a same old MINI 

Cooper. But for its 11 year birthday, MINI got it self a     

winning present. 

 

Eagerly awaiting to get the formalities out of the way and 

get to why I came to this event, test drive the new         

Roadster, I was surprised to discover that we could           

experience 3 of the 6 new models that will launch in coming weeks. 

 

MINI will offer this 11
th

 version of the MINI with the standard Cooper 

(90kW, 0-100km/h in 9.2sec), the Mini Cooper S (135kW, 0-100km/h in 

7.0s) and the big brother, the MINI John Cooper Works Roadster (155kW, 

0-100kn/h in 6.5s). 

 

We got into our test vehicle and left Cape Town International airport on route to Dear Me restaurant in Cape Town, which is normally a quick drive.. But we 

took a detour of approximately 400km to get to our final destination. O and what a good  detour it was. Travelling the scenic route, with the sea blazing on 

the one side, mountains and the small Western Cape town’s on the other, and yes.. the wind swirling above my head, did I forget to mention.. This is a 

topless experience.. The road less travelled had brilliant test functionality to the vehicles handling, roadworthiness and safety features. With the improved 

agile and stiffer chassis, rigid body, the 3 models had no issue in sticking to the road. Standard with 4 airbags for this 2 seater phenomenon it was clearly a 

sporty affair. The roadmap supplied was well thought of, even to the         

kilometre of “Gareth Cliff camera hotspots”. A well thought of addition to 

the powers behind arranging this experience. 

 

Moving through the country side and reaching our food stop, we were nicely 

fed whilst getting the official media presentation of what we just                 

experienced on the open road. Friendly and satisfied faces amongst the 

crowd, tells you in more words than can be written on paper. Yes there are 

some features on each model that you miss in the other, but overall this 

new version, made me believe in the MINI again. But at the price, well, It 

might take a while before I convert. The smallest of the family, MINI Cooper 

- 6-speed manual coming in at R295 000.00 and gratuity builds the price up 

to the  MINI John Cooper Works - 6-speed manual strolling in at 

R397 000.00. Then you can customise even more each model with all sorts 

of bells and whistles like colour schemes, navigation system, Bluetooth, and 

gives in total about 39 variants of this edition. It’s a true sporty 2 seater, 

comfy and yes, men do look good in this. Lived a little and won’t soon forget 

the drive. 

 

 

Once again thanks to the team from MINI for the opportunity to rejoice in the future of cars. 

They say that charity starts at 

home, and I pride myself of 

coming from a good one, so as a 

special and permanent initiative 

Naked Motoring will be           

launching in the very near future 

a charity page on our existing 

website whereby anyone who 

wants to will be able to access 

the respective charities details 

for the purposes of giving        

support, whether financial or        

otherwise. 

 

The charities that we  intend to 

support have been hand       

selected from hundreds, but                 

unfortunately you can’t support 

hundreds of charities and 

choices have to be made.  We 

trust that you will agree with our 

choices, as are listed hereunder: 

 

Nkosi’s Haven      

 

A charity for the 

support, housing and 

care of    orphans 

and in particular 

AIDS orphans.  Run 

by Gail Johnson, who was the 

adopted mother of Nkosi Johnson 

who died of AIDS at a young age, 

but not before making a hugely 

significant and positive impact on 

society. 

 

 

Cotlands 

 

One of the 

o l d e s t    

charities in the country and home 

to countless orphans.              

 

Cotlands has historically always 

been a charity that we have        

supported. 

 

Jelly Beanz 

 

A relatively new charity on the 

block and in the business of    

providing support for women and 

children who are victims of any 

types of abuse. 

 

 

 

SPCA 

 

This one needs no    

i n t r o d u c t i o n .  

Care for animals 

is very high on 

some people’s agenda and who 

better than the SPCA who care for 

hundreds of thousands of our 

fuzzy friends. 

 

Please keep checking our website 

for updates on this subject. 

Thys de Bruyn 



My first impression of the Captiva was 

“wooah! Another urban off road special”. 

Walking around it and opening the doors I 

noticed that it was just the right size to get 

into and out of with little effort.  This is a 

good thing for soccer moms and boardroom 

laborers.  I was pleasantly surprised by the 

leather seats and luxurious mats with soft 

carpeting you can really dig your toes into, 

but I digress. 

 

It is a car that is very relaxing to drive. You feel comfortable 

and quite important floating down the roads of Joburg with 

the rest of the population slogging away slightly below you. 

Well, most of them because there are those elite 

few who are floating along in similar sized cars.  

It literally is like floating  as the suspension does 

what it is supposed to which is a good thing. 

Even on our roads that look like the surface of 

the moon, craters, dongas and all. 

 

One thing I really did like about the electronics 

was that my phone was paired to the cars Parrot 

system without me having to do a thing.  While 

driving around on a Saturday morning I received 

a call from my father.  Being a well mannered 

and conscientious driver I pulled over to take the 

call. That is when the miracle happened. It was 

like the voice of God booming down from above. 

While I was recovering from my biblical moment 

I realized that God was talking to me in my     

father’s voice.  That was how convenient the 

whole setup was.  Usually we have to struggle for 

a few days trying to get the damn electronics to work before 

giving up and asking our 8 year old kids to fix it.  The display 

was also quite simple and easy to figure out unlike some of 

the space shuttle type dashboards I have seen. 

 

It had more than enough power and even though it was an 

automatic there was a little feature that allowed me to shift 

up and down at my own discretion.  As we know, most         

automatics often tend to have that lag before kicking in to 

gear or can’t seem to make their minds up on weather or not 

to shift up a gear...  It usually happens when you need that 

snap decision surge of power to pull out of a slow moving lane 

or get out of a situation. 
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The boot has a full quota of extra 

little compartments to put your bits 

and bobs in as well as plenty hooks 

to secure your luggage. For a        

weekend getaway with the wife and 

kids it is a great vehicle. 

 

It was a bit thirsty for my liking but 

not too bad, I would prefer to pay 

zero Rand for fuel but that’s just me. 

 

The engine is a new 2.2 litre turbo 

diesel which kicks out a reasonably 

impressive 135kW and 400Nm. 

 

From a seating configuration         

perspective the car has 7 of them.  

Two in the front, which is pretty 

standard, three in the back, also 

pretty standard and two in the 

boot… not so standard.  You will 

have to sacrifice your boot for the 

use of the ‘boot seats’ but at least 

then 7 adults can be transported in comfort… unless their  

luggage is on their laps. 

 

All in all it was pretty much what I expected from this type of 

vehicle and in some cases a bit more.  I would admittedly like 

a bit more for the price tag of R420 000, especially              

considering how competitive this market segment can be. 

 

So would I buy one.  Sorry, no but that’s no reason why you 

might not. 

Test car gratefully with courtesy from  

General Motors South Africa 



Hello sports fans… yes it is I and 

they have allowed me to write 

this story… so here goes... 

It is common knowledge that 

motor manufacturers have 

clothing ranges.  Jeep makes 

really good shirts and trousers, 

as do Land Rover.  However this range of ‘accessories’ 

does not have to end at simple clothing. 

These days you can buy watches, wallets, carry bags, 

braais, shoes and jackets branded with your favourite car 

manufacturer’s logo. 

German car manufacturer Mercedes Benz have however 

gone the extra mile for their female customers and 

launched a range of unmentionable unmentionables… 

that’s right Mercedes Benz lingerie is now available at 

most Merc dealerships. 

When asked why such a drastically different range of 

clothing had been added to their existing range,          

Mercedes Benz’s director responsible for accessories 

ranges, Mr Erfindung Unwahr said that, “we (Mercedes 

Benz) have a long and proud affiliation with the fashion 

industry to the extent that we are a major sponsor in 

many of the Fashion Week events, so it only made sense to extend 

this affiliation to the benefit of our customers.  We need to be  

progressive and keep up with the times”. 

The lingerie ranges have been given car names, and three          

examples of which are SLK (above),  SLS AMG (left) and CLS (below 

right). 

The lingerie is manufactured 

by the award winning fashion 

house of Stercus Tauri of Paris 

and feature the finest         

materials. 

“We want our customers to 

feel sexy both in and out of 

their cars”, added Unwahr. 

I for one think that it is a great 

initiative, especially as I love 

motoring as much as I love 

women and think that more 

motor manufacturers should 

break away from convention 

and do the daring. 

The Savage 
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Having driven mostly small cars most of my life this 

was an education for me. My first impression was 

that it is a ‘big blerrie bakkie’. The second was that 

I am a small bloke and this was going to be an  

adventure. I was right! 

 

The interior is very spacious and I see why the big 

guys look so comfortable in them; you would have 

to be very large to be uncomfortable in one of 

these beasts. Then again it is a working persons 

car. The kind if car you can quite happily go off 

road with or use on a construction site and with the 4x4 setting go 

just about anywhere within reason.  It has a decent radio that has all 

the things you would want. CD, radio (obviously) so you can listen to 

your favorite tunes if there is nothing else and has a handy little  

earphone jack that I was able to plug my phone into for my own  

personal listening pleasure. The aircon is very cool, or not as you 

desire but it does not affect the engine like it does in my car. Being a 

big blerrie bakkie this is a good thing I would imagine. 

 

As far as fuel consumption goes, this vehicle was astonishing.  I only 

drove it for a week but during this time I made at least 6 

trips of about 14km loaded up and towing a 4m trailer 

also fully loaded on one tank of diesel. I should probably 

mention that the brake on the trailer was on for about 3 

of those trips. I made two trips each day of about 15km 

plus dropping off and collecting the kids… and all on one 

tank of fuel! 

 

Driving it was an absolute pleasure. I was expecting it to 

be difficult because of its size, I do have a car without 

power steering so that is one of the things I am always 

grateful for but considering the size of this bakkie it was 

about as easy as my 5 door. The only real problem I had 

was parking but that is not the NAVARA’s fault but rather 

the designers of parking lots who seem to think that the 

more spaces you can fit in means more people who can 

get in, even if the cars are bigger than the designated 

spaces! And here I was thinking that architects were 

clever people, hmmmmm! I did get very good at making 3 point 

turns though. 

 

The NAVARA has 6 gears and one reverse. It did take a little bit of 

getting used to the configuration but in my experience more        

options are always a good thing, and it did not take me long to  

master it.  

 

First gear got it leaping into action and then second was like a warp 

drive that you see in the Star Wars movies, I was pleasantly         

surprised by that.  Third built up momentum and the rest were 

cruising gears for highways or the open road. On the whole it was a 

very solid, comfortable and extremely macho driving experience 

that makes you want to get out there and build bridges, dams and 

shopping malls.  The engine was a 2.5 litre turbo diesel which        

produced a very decent 128kW and an even more impressive 

403Nm. 

 

I honestly believe that everyone should have one at R340k as you 

are getting more than your moneys worth even if it is just a blerrie 

big bakkie! 

Leon Rehrl 
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Citroen have over the years brought more 

innovation and new ideas to the table than 

anyone else… admittedly in the past not all of 

it worked very well, but those days have 

changed and have LONG passed. 

 

The DS 4 is the latest of the DS Citroen’s to 

emerge from the same stable that birthed the 

original DS and more recently the                

fantastically fun little DS 3 Sport that we       

reviewed last year and really loved. 

 

The French have a particular flair for design and with Citroen 

this is more true than anything else… 

 

For instance the back windows in the car do 

not open at all.  In fact they have no winding 

mechanism but that’s OK because it is a       

Citroen.  Many other reviewers of this car have 

missed this point, in that the DS 4 is a coupe, 

with the added convenience of having back 

doors for rear passengers.  The windows are 

therefore not meant to open!  This is actually 

very clever, because one of the biggest             

problems with coupes is trying to squeeze 

things and people into the back, but in this car 

it is a pleasure, and leg room is in abundance.  

If you don't believe me look at the above           

photograph and tell me how many doors do 

you see…  that’s right just two front doors.  

Another benefit of breaking up the traditional 

long door of the coupe is you can get in and out 

of the car in tight parking spaces as the ‘long 

doors’ most of the time are too long and get in 

the way, or at least will bang into the car you 

are parked next to. 

 

Now that the back window and back door issue has been        

resolved, we can commence with the review… 

 

Now our test involved both the petrol (sport) and diesel     

versions of the DS 4 to get an idea of what the product is 

really all about.  We in fact tested three different cars. 

 

Starting with the petrol.  Our test car was the THP 200 version 

which has a 1.6 litre engine producing 147kW and 275Nm.  

Now I owned a previous generation Volvo S40 T4, whose two-

litre turbo charged engine produced the same figures, so from 

a 1600 they are pretty impressive.  The car with a very decent 

six-speed manual gearbox will accelerate from 0 to 100km/h 

Carrington Laughton 
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in 7.6 seconds and has a top speed of 235km/h.  The 

car nicely appointed and insofar as toys and gadgets 

are concerned it pretty much has everything that you 

need. 

 

The steering wheel, in typical Citroen style, has about a 

million buttons and switches on it, but surprisingly 

they are all easy to operate and don't require much 

‘learning’ to understand what they do.  As a result your 

eyes never need to leave the road, which is always a 

good thing. 

 

The seats in all DS 4 cars are fantastic and YOU have 

the choice of not only what colour to order them in, 

but what pattern of leather and the like.  What other 

standard production car gives you this many options? 

 

Standard equipment includes parking sensors, front heated 

massage seats with lumbar support, Bluetooth, trip com-

puter, daytime lights and LED strip lights in the front bumper, 

ABS brakes, traction control (ESP), cruise control, USB          

connectivity and alloy wheels. 

 

On the options list you have a number of very nice choices 

like integrated navigation, which comes with a host of other 

functions like a full colour display for the trip computer and 

radio. 

 

The diesel, known as the HDi 160 is actually a two litre turbo 

diesel which produces 120kW and 340Nm, which is a hell of 

a lot for a car this size.  Zero to 100km/h arrives in 8.5       

seconds and top speed is 212km/h.  The HDi is not as quick 

around town as the petrol but on the open road the extra 

torque comes into its own making this car a good and fast 

cruiser, with plenty of mid-range power. 

 

Then there is the fuel efficiency the HDi offers.  During our 

test the car averaged 6.4 litres per 100km, which for a large 

VW Golf sized car is very good.  So good in fact that I reckon 

that this diesel engine could very possibly be the best four 

cylinder diesel engine we have tested in the last couple 

years. 

 

The DS 4 is a drivers’ car, and irrespective of your choice of 

fuel being behind the wheel of one is a very nice place to be.  

The handling is very good, and with the exception of the 

traction control, which turns itself back on over 50km/h the 

drive is quite dynamic.  Please let thins not be a sign that the 

French too have gone safety mad where they virtually deprive 

the driver of all the joys of motoring.  If I want to turn off the 

traction control then it is my choice and it must stay off.  I don't 

want some baguette and cheese eating engineer making that 

decision for me 9000km away.  It is just not right!  Viva le          

revolution!!! 

 

I digress… however despite this blatant robbery of freedom the 

car is actually a really fun and exciting car to drive, and is sporty 

and aggressive when you want to race around a little, or will 

safely take you to work and back in comfort with a million      

invisible hands rubbing your back. 

 

What you have is a perfect culmination of a four door hatch 

back and a two door sport coupe.  Oh and unlike most coupes 

the boot is big too. 

 

Citroen have created yet another fantastic car, and if you are 

the sort of person who can appreciate the finer things in life 

and are not predisposed to preconceived ideas about certain 

brands then I really think you will find the DS 4 a rewarding  

experience, and if you are not… then off with your head! 

Test cars gratefully with courtesy from  

Citroen South Africa 



Dear Naked Motoring. 
 
The new magazine is as a great read, and I also really like your 
photos.  They just seem to be improving all the time. 
 
I own three cars, an old Land Rover, an old Jag XJ and a Nissan 
X-Trail, which I bought after reading your review of it… and you 
know what?  You were right.  It is a lot better than it used to 
be.  I am as a result very happy with my purchase.  Of course 
it is not as good off road as the Landy or as comfortable as 
the Jag, but a very good car regardless. 
 
Keep up the good work and don't let the bastards get you 
down… not mentioning any names… Mercedes Benz. 
 
Your in motoring. 
 
T. Schoeman from Pretoria. 
 
P.S.  I think that Mercs are crap too! 

Dear Naked Motoring  

 
I read with disgust that Mercedes Benz South Africa 

are not going to supply you vehicles for your brilliant 

magazine, how childish of them because they don’t 

like your name shame on them. I was thinking about 

buying a Mercedes but on second thoughts I think I will 

buy a BMW, after all I like what you said about the 

320 d and I am very keen on buying one. Thank you 

for your honest reviews I look forward to reading the 

next magazine in April.  

 
Many Thanks 

 
Deon From Por t Elizabeth  

Naked Motoring greetings. 
 

I am a big Opel fan and would like to know more about the Astra GTC.  Do you have any information in this regard. 
 

Thanks! 
 

Arthur (Sandton) 

If you would like to write to us, we will       

happily publish your letters. 

 

Please write to info@nakedmotoring.co.za 
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Hi Naked Motoring. 
 
What is your view of GWM cars.  They are cheap and 
affordable, but are they wor th buying?  Are they good 
value for money. 
 
Confused. 
 
Alber ton 

Hi Arthur. 
 

I believe the GTC was launched recently but we did not attend the launch.  We will however get hold of one ASAP and let you know what we think of the car.  

It looks really good in photos though! 

Hi Confused. 

 

No they are not good value for money.  Cheap is cheap 

and its as simple as that. 

 

If you want to get something for around R 100k then I 

would suggest a low mileage VW Polo or similar.     

Unfortunately GWM don't have any good or nice cars 

at the moment, and it is likely never will. 

Hi Mr Schoeman. 

 

Thank you for your kind letter. 

 

We don't think that Mercs are crap, just that certain of their policy 

maker are full of it. 

 

I also own an old Landy, and you are right that you cannot beat the 

sheer bush bashing ability of a Defender.  It is also always good to 

know that a reader follows our advice, and even better to learn that 

he was happy with the advice that we gave. 

 

Happy motoring! 

Hi Deon.  Thank you for your letter and kind 

words of support. 

 

Having recently attended the launch of the 

new BMW 3 Series (F30) and having driven the 

new 320d, I would recommend it to anyone 

looking for a small executive diesel. 



What can I say… we have done it again. 

 

This time an S.A. first and exclusive look at 

the flagship Bentley Mulsanne. 

 

This is a car like nothing else we have           

reviewed before, and at R 6 300 000 it is by 

far the most expensive vehicle to have passed 

through our stable. 

 

The Mulsanne is all about extremes, and    

being built far and beyond compromise.  Every surface has 

been meticulously hand crafted, and every stitch in the 

leather painstakingly done by hand.  This is the absolute     

definition of coach building at its finest. 

 

The Mulsanne is built at Bentley factory in Crewe in the UK 

and before becoming the prized possession of some 

very wealthy lucky bugger passes though quality 

inspections where any “defect” greater than 0.5mm 

results in the car being sent back into production to 

be rectified.  To put this into perspective, you would 

need a magnifying glass to see something half a 

millimetre big!  As a result when the car rolls off the 

production line it is perfect and for a very good  

reason… because the average life expectancy of a 

Bentley is 100 years, which will exceed that of its 

original owner, and that is a hell of a statement. 

 

Behind the wheel of the Mulsanne is an incredible 

place to find oneself.  The car has every conceivable 

luxury appointment you can dream of, and more… 

but its not just the toys, its how they are laid out 

and function. 

 

The car is big, very big.  So long in fact that there 

are cameras mounted on each side of the nose so that you can 

see around corners when stopped at intersection, and         

however gimmicky this may sound, trust me you will thank the 

Bentley Gods they included this feature because it is a very 

useful one. 

 

However if you don't see the oncoming car and you pull out, 

you have little to fear because beneath the massive bonnet is 

an equally massive 6760cc twin turbo charged V8 which     

produces 1000Nm of torque!!  This is enough to get you far 

from harms reach in a matter of seconds. 

 

However despite the cars massive power figures it doesn't feel 

like a race car but rather a very fast limousine, which is exactly 

what it is.  The power is delivered as an endless surge rather 

than something that hits you in the back every time a gear 

change takes place. 

Carrington Laughton 
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This is a car which is a pleasure to be in 

whether as a passenger in the back or as 

a driver… my preference would be to be 

behind the steering wheel and let the 

little people sit in the back. 

 

So saying, the back of the car is where 

the levels of luxury tend of go a bit      

berserk.  There is enough legroom to 

accommodate the tallest Texan oil        

tycoon, and carpets soft enough to     

appease the senses of any member of 

Royalty who kicks off their shoes on a 

long drive. 

 

To call the seats comfortable is a bit like 

calling an atomic bomb slightly          

destructive.  The car is unbelievably 

comfortable.  In fact there are few other 

cars (except perhaps Rolls Royce) that 

offer these levels of comfort, and just in 

case Her Majesty’s back gets a bit tired, 

all she need do is press one little button 

and a hundred invisible hands inside the seat will massage her 

back to good health. 

 

This is a car for royalty, and in fact they use them.  This is a car 

for people who do not compromise, and who expect the best 

because they are paying for it. 

Our experience with the Mulsanne was short lived, but one 

which will not be forgotten in a hurry.  This is in my view the 

finest car any money can 

buy, anywhere and ever! 

 

Prove me wrong! 

Test car gratefully with courtesy 

from  

Bentley South Africa 



Sigh! Once again my Aryan pride swells greatly 

in my skinny chest.  I must admit that when I 

saw it I thought it was going to be something I 

would have to really work on to get a good 

feel for. It looks like a luxury SUV that we are 

quite familiar with in Gauteng. 

 

Aesthetically from the outside it has all the 

right bits in the right places. One thing I did 

like from that point of view was the absence 

of the spare wheel on the rear door. That is just my opinion so 

I won’t go on about that too much. The colour was also cool, 

the same colour as my Aryan blood, bwaahahaha! 

 

Ok, seriously though, when I got in and eventually got through 

playing with the electric seat I dutifully strapped myself in and 

did a double take. This is about as luxurious as 

you can get. Leather seats and on the doors 

there is some leather too. Carpets you can 

make fists with your toes in (something I     

believe the ladies like doing when they take 

their high heels off to drive. . . I hope!) You 

literally float in this car even on our ugly roads 

in GP. I found myself checking the logo on the 

steering wheel  to see if I was perhaps driving 

an unmentionable alternate German brand. 

 

No seriously, I did look quite a few times. The 

Tiguan has a whole wad of carefully thought 

out and extremely practical features that make 

this SUV so much fun to drive. Things that 

genuinely put a smile on your face when you 

get into it. The first I saw, which had to be 

pointed out but one which I found very         

practical, was the folding tow-bar. A swift tug 

on a cleverly disguised knob folds the tow-bar into the under-

carriage so your wife’s sonic parking will be a ding on both 

cars in stead of your car being mauled by the tow-bar.         

Another is the turning assist lights that automatically come on 

when you indicate either left or right providing the headlights 

are on. Great for missing the curb and scuffing the hub-caps. 

Something that is quite easy to do in a SUV. 

 

There are also the usual OPS (Optical Park Sensors) that help 

aforementioned sonic parkers avoid the ‘oops’ moments and I 

feel that I should mention that I have been known to have 

those moments so I really appreciated that especially in a car 

that size and quality.  Another thing that really made an       

impression on me was the Blue Motion Technology.            

Admittedly I was having too much fun driving to notice how 

many kilometres I had done ( approx. 350-400km) there was 
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still just over half a tank. So I think it safe to say that it does 

make a big difference.  

 

From a technical perspective the Tiguan has a 1.4 litre engine, 

which produces 118kW and 240Nm.  This allows this SUV to 

propel itself from a standstill to 100km/h in around 9.3       

seconds and gives it a top speed of 197km/h.  All in all quite 

impressive for a 1400 this size. 

 

This is a car for the family, and VW have made sure you know 

this by throwing in about a million storage bins, four of which 

are in the ceiling and two under the seats.  Everything finished 

off to perfection. 

 

As a very nice touch and for the kiddies there 

are tray tables in the back, and the best thing is 

the lovely full leather interior can be wiped clean 

with a damp cloth if your angels mess all over 

them… which they will! 

 

The car has a big boot which will make your annual year-end 

pilgrimage to the coast as pleasant as a coastal breeze. 

 

Fuel consumption is excellent with an average return of 6  

litres per 100km. 

 

This is a luxury car! 

 

So well done to VW for making a luxury SUV, I give it a silver 

star for that achievement. Thanks VW! 
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Test car gratefully with courtesy from  

Volkswagen South Africa 
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Welcome to this the second of the unofficial 

Merc short stories. 

 

This month we have managed to get our 

claws into the E 500 Coupe… and surprisingly 

what a car!! 

 

The E 500 is a fun, open minded and free  

spirited car, which therefore in all material 

ways differs from certain employees of the 

company that built it. 

 

One of our readers, a generous and kind traditional African      

doctor lent us his pride and joy for a few days to put through its 

paces… which again differs in every possible 

way from a select group of the employees of 

the company that made it. 

 

By definition the E 500 Coupe is a proper 

sports coupe, and thanks to the V8 engine 

which produces 300kW and 600Nm, which 

allows the car to accelerate from 0 to 100km/h 

in just 5.1 seconds. 

 

Insofar as styling is concerned the E 500 Coupe 

is actually quite non-conservative looking and 

has long sweeping lines that accentuate the 

overall aesthetic of the vehicle in a very           

pleasant way. 

 

Inside the car the pleasantry continues.  This is 

a seriously functional and incredibly modern 

car with all the whistles and bells you could 

ever want. 

The E 500 Coupe is a seriously good looking car, and on the 

open road it is responsive and unbelievably smooth and    

incredibly fast. 

 

Would I buy one?  In a heart beat.  I would without hesitation 

part with a million Rand for one of these, IF there was no 

Audi RS 5, which is admittedly a better car. 

 

Mercedes Benz have however a serious sports coupe in the E-

Class Coupe and I encourage you all to go and drive one of 

these… even if just for the thrill of finding out just how nice 

they really are. 

 

Besides we shouldn't only be able to dream at night. 

Carrington Laughton 

Test car with grateful courtesy from Dr. Mhlangu 



The Peugeot ‘30’ franchise has always been 

their best seller, and has always represented 

the epitome of French motoring. 

 

The car has always been small, but not           

compact, sporty but not ridiculous and       

always has represented good value for 

money.  

 

So the question is, does the new 308 HDi 2.0 

Active make the grade? 

 

Well firstly it is a Peugeot, or according to our test car a 

“Peugeo”… spelt phonetically for our benefit...  Secondly it is a 

four door hatchback about the same size as a VW Golf, so it 

qualifies as small, thirdly as two-litre turbo diesel in a 

fairly small body, so it should be quick, and lastly at      

R  269 500 the car does offer reasonable value for 

money. 

 

The 308 as a model has been on the market for a while, 

but this diesel engine is brand new and brings some 

current technology to the playing field. 

 

As far as the interior is concerned the car has cloth 

seats, which are very comfortable and offer just the 

right amount of support.  I can recall a time when          

Peugeot used to experiment with interior fabrics, like 

tweed… but thank God those days are gone, and that 

the new fabrics are soft and dirt resistant. 

 

As a looker the 308 is hardly what anyone could call 

unattractive.  In fact the wedge shape offers not only 

good aerodynamics but very, very nice looks too.  I 

would go so far as to say, that this car is the best         
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looking amongst its competitors, which would include the VW 

Golf, Opel Astra, Citroen C4, Hyundai i30 and the Renault 

Megane. 

 

The car offers a really comfortable and smooth drive, and  

coupled with incredibly good fuel usage (ave. 5 l/100km) 

makes a lot of sense.  As for complaints… I have none! 

 

As far as quality is concerned, apart from the missing letter 

“T”, the 308 is well built and has all the usual refinements that 

you would hope to find, plus a few more, in a car costing a 

quarter Bar plus. 

 

I really enjoyed the 308 and at the end of my test week was 

quite sad to see it go… oh well, such is the life of a motoring 

journalist. 
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When the new Kia Rio was delivered to me I 

was immediately stunned by its good looks. 

 

The one I drove was the top of the range 1.4 

TEC manual, delivering 79kw at 6300rpm and 

135Nm at 4200rpm… Not bad for a 1400 

engine. 

 

It was a beautiful Electronic Blue. 17”mags, 

LED daytime running lights, stunningly     

aggressive yet sophisticated body contours, headlight and 

taillight design. When you look at it, it says:” Come on, try 

me…” with a very cocky attitude. The      

question in my mind was, do the looks match 

the performance? 

 

The interior is beautifully finished with black 

leather upholstery. Airbags all round. Electric 

mirrors and electric windows front and rear. 

One push of a button and the wing mirrors 

fold in. 

 

The “cockpit” layout is practical and logical. 

Everything is where you’d expect it to be.  

 

It is a very polite little car, when you switch 

the ignition on, the word “WELCOME”      

appears on the On Screen Display and all the 

dials on the gauges go to the limits and back. 

Then when you switch the ignition off the 

words “Good Bye” appear.  

 

Arno Cilliers 

So after switching the ignition on and off a few times I 

started fiddling with the rest of the creature features like the 

Bluetooth radio…thinking it was going to be another “study 

the manual 20 times and get a master’s degree”, it was as 

easy as 1-2-3 and my phone was connected via Bluetooth to 

the radio…very impressive. It quickly loaded all my contacts 

to the radio and that was that, so I decided to give it a test, 

made a quick phone call and was surprised by the quality of 

the hands free. Then while driving I wanted to make another 

call… hmmm you have to take your hand off the steering 

wheel and try to focus on which buttons to push and knobs 

to turn to try and navigate you phonebook to make a call… 
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not that impressed any more.  

 

Let’s try a previously dialed number, 

that should be easier… push the 

green button on the steering wheel 

and the last dialed number pops up, 

again you need to take your hand off 

the steering wheel to turn a knob 

and search for a number…I left it at 

that.  

 

The audio quality of the radio and six 

speakers deliver a crisp clear sound. 

Navigating through my MP3 on my 

USB flashdrive proved to be a lot 

easier thanks to TOGGLE SWITCHES 

on the steering wheel. The onboard 

computer also had a switch on the 

steering wheel allowing you to     

monitor things like instantaneous 

fuel consumption, average speed, 

average fuel consumption, distance 

to empty, trip timer and trip meter. When driving at night 

the automatic lights kick in and then you notice a tiny LED 

light shining down from the roof onto the gear lever for soft 

illumination.  Another nice feature is the dimmable cluster 

light and the headlight adjuster. When locking or unlocking 

the vehicle at night the interior light and headlights switch 

on for about 30 seconds. The climate control keeps a nice 

constant temperature inside the vehicle, so no need to  

constantly play with the aircon.  The vehicle also has         

sensors to detect moisture build up on the windscreen so it 

automatically defogs the windscreen. The vehicle also 

comes equipped with rain sensors / auto wipers, park      

distance control, a gear shift indicator and thermometer. 

 

Took me a bit of time to get use to the electronically      

controlled accelerator, but once I got the hang of it, it was a 

very pleasant vehicle to drive. Then I started to play and 

wow, what a pleasure.  

 

The car handles very well around corners with no excessive 

body roll, no under steer or over steer. It is very well            

balanced. Under more aggressive driving the power steering 

stiffens up a bit giving a more direct feel of the road. The 

brakes are sharp and precise. The over all build quality is of a 

high standard compared to other vehicles in this segment. 

There are no funny rattles from the door or interior panels 

and no funny squeaks or creaks from the suspension, which 

is testament to the solid build quality of the vehicle AND 

when on the go there is minimal road noise. 

 

With ABS, EBD and airbags all round, it makes for a hell of a 

safe ride, depending on who or what is driving of course… 

 

The KIA Rio comes with a 4 year / 60 00km service plan and a 

5 year / 100 000km warranty, with 

nationwide dealer backup. 

 

From a design point of view there 

are a few creature comforts that I 

would add; like sunglasses storage 

boxes, steering wheel functionality 

for the hands free kit and an on/off 

switch for the passenger side       

airbag. 

 

Maybe a 1.6 Turbo, for the not so 

feint at heart, would also be a nice 

addition to the Rio line-up. 

 

At R181 000 it’s a hell of a lot of car 

for your for you money….well done 

Kia you guys have a very strong 

competitor in this crazy market 

segment.  My overall verdict is 9 / 

10. 

Test car gratefully with courtesy from  

KIA Motors South Africa 





With the ever increasing cost of fuel in south Africa many  

people are scaling down on car size, car pooling and making 

use of, dare I say it, public transport instead of driving their 

beloved car… well hopefully we can spare you the suffering of 

all of the above by giving some simple and honest advice. 

 

The answer is actually quite simple and is nothing more than 

common sense… change your driving habits and not what you 

drive. 

 

Simple factors to take into consideration are: 

 

• The weight of your car 

• The size of your engine 

• How much power and torque does it have, and 

• At what point in the engines cycle are you using the 

power and torque properly 

 

It is a common misunderstanding that to get good fuel use you 

need a small engine, well this is quite simply untrue! 

 

There is a careful balance that needs to be applied, namely 

the size of the engine needs to be proportionately sized to the 

body size of the car.  In other words a small car with a 1300cc 

engine will do OK, but the same small car with a 1600cc      

engine will use less fuel because the engine doesn’t have to 

work as hard to get the car moving… except of course in heavy 

stop / start traffic a bigger engine uses more fuel. 

 

Well known British television motoring programme Top Gear 

raced a BMW M3 against a Toyota Prius and proved that the 

BMW used less fuel because it was not working as hard to 

keep up with the Toyota. 

 

Another trick is to watch your revs.  Most petrol engines run 

at their most optimal at around 2000 - 2500 rpm, as most pet-

rol engine’s torque is available within that rev range.  Diesel 

engines run slightly lower. 

 

When you pull off don't run the revs all the way through to 

the redline as this will almost certainly use more fuel.   

 

Also watch your gearing.  Keep your revs consistent and don't 

let the engine work too hard.  Lower revs can also be             

problematic as engines that are starved tend to also use more 

fuel. 

 

So change your driving style and not your car.  This will lead to 

happiness when you look at your bank statement and          

happiness when you get into your pride and joy every           

morning. 

 

Studies have been conducted and have proven what we are 

saying to be true.  Studies have then been conducted about 

the studies that were conducted and they too yielded the 

same results.  So in short take this advice to heart and see just 

how much more you can get on a tank… then let us know. 

 

Besides why would you want to trade down?  And if you must 

then rather get lighter shoes. 
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In May... 

 
The amazing new McLaren MP4-12C 

driven, experienced and reviewed 

 

Renualt Megane GT line Cabrio  

reviewed 

 

Der BMW 118i takes to ze streets 

 

Toyota’s Fortuner vs. Mitsubishi’s      

new Pajero Sport… which one is best? 

 

The new Honda Civic is finally ours for 

the testing… 

The Hyundai Accent 1.6 re-explored 

 

The best Brie of them all?  Peugeot’s 508 GT 

flagship  

 

The Lexus isF finally driven on BOB 

 

The Savage teaches you how to drive around 

a corner really, really fast… 

 

Naked Motoring photo competition 

 

Plus loads more fun, exiting, informative and 

interesting stories 

If you would like to 

advertise in the 

Naked Motoring 

Magazine, please 

direct your enquiry 

to 
info@nakedmotoring.co.za 

If you are certain German whose name rhymes with 

Zimmerman… regarding page 29… happy April fools 


