
There have many occasions where Naked Motoring has 

tested a vehicle not because it is a good, affordable car for 

the masses, but rather because it just exists.  The Aston      

Martin Rapide is one such vehicle. 

 

Last month we had a special report about the Aston martin 

Lagonda, which was one of the worst cars of all time.  The 

Rapide is the first four seat car produced by Aston Martin 

since then.  Could they break the stigma created by the 

Lagonda?  Hold onto your seats because this is going to be a 

good one… 

 

When you think of an Aston Martin you think of cars like the 

DB 5, DB 7, Vanquish, Vantage and DB 9 & DB S, and the one 

thing that all of these cars have in common is two doors and 

no rear seats to speak of.  So why would an Aston Martin 

with back doors and rear seats be a good idea? 

 

Well, that’s what we thought too, however what they have 

created is something very, very special. 

 

When you look at the Rapide, or any current Aston Martins 

for that matter, you are made patently aware that they are 

quite possibly the most beautiful cars on the road today.  

Their design is quite simply stunning. 

 

Aston Martins have always unapologetically been about 

grand touring. Some car magazine somewhere has always 

managed to dog Astons for not being as sharply tuned as  

Ferraris or Porsches for harrowing all-out attacks on        

mountain passes. Be it a 1963 DB5 or an '09 DBS, these iconic 

British cars have put a priority on getting their passengers to 

their destinations in comfort, quickly and in grand style. 

Well, they did for two people, anyway. Passengers three and 

four (if there were seats at all for them) would have to be 

Mongolian contortionists to get in the back, let alone sit in 

any degree of comfort. 

This is where the Rapide comes into its own.  It is strictly a 

four-seater, but unlike other sports cars with back seats this 

one can actually accommodate adults of normal proportions.  

Now getting back to thoughts… when you think of an Aston 

Martin never would you consider it to be a ‘family car’, and 

considering their last attempt at a ‘family car’ you may be left 

wondering, “does it work?” 

The answer very, very simply is YES it does, and not only does 

it work but it works incredibly well. 

 

The overall package as you could well imagine is superb.  The 

finishes and fittings are some of the best and most attractive 
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I have ever seen.  Every tiny detail has been attended to and the 

car is basically flawless… well almost. 

 

The Rapide looks like a stretched DB9 with an extra set of doors 

and two adult-sized seats, and that's essentially what it is. Under 

the skin is Aston's bonded aluminium chassis and rear-mounted 

transmission shared with every other car in 

the line.  

 

However, the Rapide has a significantly 

longer wheelbase, is about a full foot 

longer and is 30cm wider.  It actually has a 

bigger footprint than the much                

bigger-looking Porsche Panamera, yet it 

weighs slightly less.  It also has a bigger 

engine than the Porsche which makes it 

smoother too. 

 

However amazing it is, it is not really a 

“new” car.  It is an older one just made  

bigger.  Perhaps even perfected, but I was 

hoping that something this good would  

have been given some unique individuality. 

 

The Rapide drives very much like a DB9. 

The 350kW V12 offers effortless thrust and 

the sort of soundtrack that can only be 

topped by Metallica performing with the 

London Philharmonic in Westminster Abbey. There is an agility 

that you just won't get in other super sedans, while at the same 

time there's the same sort of ride comfort that has made Astons 

such brilliant touring cars. Even the drop-dead gorgeous styling 

and beyond-reproach interior are practically identical to the DB9's. 

So why get the Rapide, then? Well, the hatchback boot and those 

backseats do provide a level of practicality a two-door GT coupe 

never could.  Head and legroom are surprisingly sufficient even 

for 6-footers, but hip room in each individual rear bucket seat 

still suffers.  You'll have to be fairly thin not to have your hips 

squeezed between the door and wide rear centre console.  If you 

want real space for four or five, you'll have to get a Porsche 

Panamera Turbo, Mercedes-Benz S65 AMG or Maserati         

Quattroporte. But then, you won't be driving an Aston Martin, 

will you? 

 

In fact, that line of reasoning is pretty apt for the Aston Martin 

Rapide.  All those competitors are not only more practical than 

the Rapide, they're also cheaper and in the case of the Porsche, 

more agile.  A car like an Aston Martin isn't about rationality, 

though.  If you're drawn to its beauty and personality, warbling 

V12 or even just the cachet of its name, there is quite simply no 

substitute for one of these magnificent grand tourers. 

 

Now for the experience…  You seat yourself in what is a very, 

very nice leather bucket seat, insert the “key” into the slot and 

the engine awakens and lets out a small, yet angry growl. 

 

Looking around the interior, the car is loaded with luxury.  

Trim is full leather, wood and brushed aluminium.  The dials 

and buttons are surrounded by, and in the case of some, 

made from some exotic crystal.  There is an entertainment 

system with 15 Bang & Olufsen speakers, iPod interface, USB 

port, auxiliary audio jack, Bluetooth, headrest screens for rear 

passengers, satellite radio, GPS navigation and a 6 DVD player 

with wireless headphones and a remote control…  now that 

your music is sorted you can start the drive. 

 

The car has amazing suspension (which is adjustable), and is 

held onto the road with 20” alloy wheels assisted by all sorts 

of electronic wizardry and a limited slip differential.  Needless 

to say things like ABS brakes and traction control are standard 

and the least exciting safety features. 

 

Beneath the bonnet lives Satan.  A massive 6 litre V12 which 



propels the Rapide from 0 to 100km/h is 5 seconds.  This acceleration 

time may be half a second slower than its rivals, but if you consider that 

this is a large 4 door fastback then 5 seconds is hardly slow. 

 

The gearbox is an automatic with the option, when the mood takes you, 

to become a paddle shift sports car.  Working the gears, unlike other 

sports cars is very easy and the changes are responsive and incredibly 

smooth. 

 

There are certain attributes to the car, which although not necessarily 

performance orientated make it special.  Things like the speedometer 

and rev counter which move in opposite directions.  In my view quaint 

but a bit of an acquired taste. 

 

The fact that the rear seats fold down allowing quite a sufficient load 

area for a bit more than some shopping of a set of golf clubs.  The 

hatchback style boot lid is massive and allows for easy loading (and off 

loading) without having to force anything in and scuffing the bumpers. 

 

Admittedly the on-board GPS navigation is borrowed from Volvo, and in 

my view could be a lot better.  However so saying it is not a terrible     

system, just not one you would expect in a R 3 000 000 car.  Oh, yes 

that’s the price, which kind of takes the Rapide and places it in a         

motoring segment all of its own. 

 

Amongst the Rapide’s rivals are Porsches and Mercs, which despite being 

really nice cars are just a little to common place to give them the same 

exclusivity that the Rapide has.  The only significant rival, bearing in mind 

all factors would be the Maserati, but even 

thought the Maserati is a brilliant car it is still 

not an Aston Martin, and no matter how you 

cut, butter or slice it - that’s what this car is all 

about. 

 

It is a true Aston, with a history going back to 

the 40’s.  It has a pedigree, and per the digital 

display on start up the words “Power, Beauty, Soul” 

perfectly describe it. 

 

Could you find something quicker - sure.  Could you 

find something cheaper - undoubtedly!  Could you 

find something better built - perhaps.  But what you 

won’t find in any other vehicle is the perfect way in 

which this car combines all its qualities and puts 

them on the road. 

 

And, the top speed… a very happy 300km/h, which 

makes it very, very quick. 

 

All in all the Rapide is an incredible motor car, 

which has after a long time firmly placed Aston 

Martin back in the ultra-luxury sedan market.  Yes 

the price is scary, but so, so worth it! 

 

Find better and you have beaten perfection. 


