
Recently all Audis that we have tested have 

been top of the range models, and our 

planned article of the A1 was no different… 

we were expecting the top of the range 

136kW model, but it was unfortunately     

required to attend the RS3 launch in the Cape 

and Audi instead delivered the entry level 

1200cc turbo A1. 

 

First impressions of the car is that the wheels 

are too small, the seats are cloth and honestly 

how good can a 1200 be in such a big body! 

 

Well very much to my surprise none of these things mattered 

because it is a really good little car. 

 

Firstly the car may be little but it has enjoyed the benefit of 

being designed by a true genius who managed to make it really 

spacious… even in the back! 

 

Secondly the engine is simply brilliant.  I took several of my 

colleagues for a spin in the car and not one of them correctly 

guessed the engine size.  Guesses ranged from a 1600cc to a 

1800cc.  The engine only produces 63kW but it also kicks out 

160Nm, which is quite a lot for such a small car.  Zero to 

100km/h is claimed to be around 11 seconds and the top 

speed is also claimed to be 180km/h… I however from personal 

experience can state with absolute confidence that the car can 

exceed 180km/h by quite a bit… its actual top speed is closer 

to 200km/h and the best part is that because of the engine size 

you are only burning about 7.5 litres per 100km at that speed!  

Now that is a reason to celebrate! 

 

Another misperception is that the A1 is nothing more than a 

clever marketing trick to charge more for a VW Polo, as the A1 

is a Polo is a fancy outfit.  To this all I can say is the people who 

have made these comments are stupid and clearly have never 

actually been in or driven an A1.  This car is very definitely not 

a VW.  It is all Audi. 

 

Where the A1 differs from all other Audis is that this one is 

designed for a market demographic before never explored by 

Audi and that is the youth.  This car is for vibey, young people 

with money and a strong sense of style. 

 

It costs R 220 000 odd, which may seem like a lot, but if you 

consider what you are getting then the price tag is not that 

scary.  Admittedly you could get a bigger car for the same 

money, but would it have the engineering and quality that is 

synonymous with Audi?  I think not. 

 

Driving this baby Audi is a more pleasant experience than you 

might expect.  As mentioned it has decent performance, and 

then there is the handling which is really good.  The car is 

nicely balanced and has just the right amount of grip to have 

some proper fun. 

 

When doing our video review of the car I drove it quite fast 

around a paved traffic circle, having first turned off the       

traction control.  It’s handling is predictable and the car is very 

easy to control even when the bum is sliding around on a 
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smooth paved surface.  For what it costs you will get your 

money’s worth in fun alone. 

 

As for the equipment.  The car has everything that you would 

expect in any luxury entry level car, plus quite a bit more.          

Everything is run through a very clever folding screen on the 

dashboard, and the menu system used is the same as you 

would find in the A8.  It has Bluetooth, ABS brakes, lots of       

airbags, aircon, really pretty LED daytime driving lights, CD,  

radio, Audis MMI (multimedia) system, satellite navigation, 

automatic Xenon headlights, LED tail lights and a host of other 

luxury and safety features. 

 

One particularly clever addition are red LED lights located under 

the boot lid, which come on at night when you open the boot 

so that oncoming traffic can see the car. 

Gear changes are taken care of by a very nice, very smooth 5 

speed manual box, and the gearing is very good. 

 

The A1 1.2T may be an entry level car in the R200 000 bracket, 

which by its very nature would ensure the thing was reasona-

bly built and equipped, but I cannot emphasise enough just 

how well Audi have done with this product.  If you are young 

and carefree and looking for a car that brings status and    

superiority in terms of build and general quality to the table, 

then I am pleased to announce that your chariot has arrived. 

 

This little car with a couple optional extras added, like leather 

seats, and climate control would be more car than most   

people need. 

 

As we have already discussed performance is really, and       

surprisingly good.  I have driven many, many cars and this 

one will definitely stand out in my mind as being one of the 

better ones simply because it is so much more than you 

would expect.  When you jump into a big luxury car you     

expect it to have everything and be able to do anything, but 

in an entry level car there are no expectations. 

 

The car has to sell itself.  It has to convince the buyer to       

actually make the purchase, and I am sorry, but compared to 

other cars in the same price range this baby Audi stands out 

head and shoulders above the rest. 

 

Audi have always been the underdog in the luxury car       

segment because people are ‘brand loyal’ to other German 

Marques, but do yourself a favour and go and drive one.  

Even if it is just around the block with a smiling salesman next 

to you and you will see exactly what it is that I am talking 

about. 

 

This car was full of pleasant surprises, and delivered more 

than I could have ever imagined.   

 

Well done Audi for creating this fantastic product! 
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Our sincerest thanks to Audi South Africa 

for the supply of the test vehicle  


