
I have always liked Audi.  They are the         

underdog and have always had to fight for 

their spot in the sun.  If you talk to the likes of 

BMW or Mercedes Benz sales people and you 

mention Audi, many of them will tell you that 

Audi is not considered a competitor and that 

their products are superior… well sales people 

I am about to burst your little bubble! 

 

I have driven cars made by the other two 

manufacturers and now having spent a week 

with the new A8 that the others have much to 

fear… the Audi is a superior product. 

 

Firstly the Audi comes standard with a lot of equipment that is 

optional in the others.  This is admittedly something that has 

always amazed me.  Why should anything be extra in a car that 

costs over a million?  Surely stuff like sunroofs and GPS           

navigation should be standard?  The GPS is my biggest                

bug-bear because it is a R20000 plus option in both the Merc 

and BMW despite the fact that the screen is already there, as is 

the GPS antennae... All you are paying for is software to be 

activated, and no matter which way you cut, butter or slice 

that it is a rip off.  In the A8 however, as an example, GPS is 

standard equipment. 

 

Audi does offer optional extras, but they are really things that 

are nice to have, but not essential and without them the car is 

still good, and all the buttons have a function.  Out test car 

came with rear seat entertainment, IR night vision assist, 20” 

wheels and full LED headlights as optional extras, which as you 

can see are not essential items. 

 

The build quality of the A8 is absolutely superb and beyond 

fault.  I looked, but could not find one item that was badly  

fitted or out of place.  For a long time I have been looking for a 

car that I could call perfect, and to date nothing has yet been 

able to achieve this… until now. 

 

Everything in this car is exactly how it should be, and more 

importantly how you expect it to be.  I went through the car 

with a fine tooth comb looking any flaws, and at the end of a 

week of searching came up empty handed. 

 

I therefore will now place on record that this is the best car 

currently on sale in this country.  Now before anyone starts 

shouting about Rolls Royce and Bentley, please remember that 

they also cost over R 6M which does not exactly make them 

good value for money, which the A8 actually is. 

 

From a technological perspective the A8 is on the cutting 

edge. 

 

As you open the door and step into the car you are                  

immediately aware that this is a quality vehicle.  The seats for 

one were dark grey leather which had beautiful cross stitching, 

the likes of which I last saw in a Bentley Continental GT (who 

are also incidentally owned by VW). 
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The seats are incredibly comfortable, yet offer support of about 

22 different parts of your body.  The also have a Dynamic setting 

where they will inflate and deflate certain bolsters in the corners 

to keep you firmly in place without making the seats                  

uncomfortable for normal driving.  In this car if you are unable to 

get comfortable in these seats then there is something wrong 

with YOU and not the seats. 

 

Now if you climb out of the driver’s seat take four steps back and 

get in the back, it is exactly the same.  The seats in the rear are 

incredibly comfortable, and although cannot be adjusted they 

offer levels of comfort that will surpass the expectations of the 

snobbiest of aristocrats.  Leg room is in abundance and the      

centre armrest folds down revealing a multimedia (CD/MP3/

DVD) player, controls for dual zone climate control, and a host of 

other functions including Media, Radio and GPS Navigation.          

Audio in the rear is either courtesy of headphones, or through 

the rear speakers.  You have the choice… unless of course the 

driver, I mean chauffeur decides otherwise. 

 

The speaker and radio system that is standard in the A8 is a    

superb BOSE system. 

 

Through the Media interface you can access any one of the three 

DVD/CD players in the car, one of which is a 6-disc shuttle        

situated in the cubby hole, as well as 4 X SD Card ports (2 front & 

2 rear), and the Audi MMI cable input, which is for the likes of 

iPod players, etc.  A USB cable is also available, but for whatever 

reason it was not in out test car… perhaps to prevent its loss... 

unless of course that had already happened. 

 

The Audi Media System can read and play a WIDE variety of 

sound and video formats, and is COMPLETELY Microsoft            

Windows compatible.  Admittedly this is the first time I have ever 

seen such a variety of media being able to operate in a single 

system.  Hats off to the Audi Wunderkind that designed this        

system because it is brilliant! 

The GPS navigation system is very easy to use, and can be set 

whilst on the move without much difficulty whatsoever.  This 

too comes standard. 

 

To manage the functionality of the car there is an interface 

called “Car”, which allows you to set and adjust 1000 different 

things on the car.  Again it is a very user friendly system and 

could be successfully operated by an 8 year old… in fact my 8 

year old actually did play with the system and figured it out in 

about 5.5 seconds. 

 

This is also the zero to 100km time, which in such a big car 

with a diesel engine is really impressive...and yes a S 65 AMG 

at  a million Rand more will do it in less, but it’s a MILLION 

more! 

 

Other interfaces include Tone, Telephone, Menu and Info. 

 

Bluetooth is naturally standard and the pairing of your         

cellphone is really quick and easy.  In the Telephone interface 

you can scroll through your contacts, dial number and        

perform a bunch of other telephone functions. 

By night the A8 has the look and feel of an stealth fighter cockpit, with all the instruments 

illuminated and bathed in red light. 
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The cabin of the car is appointed in the same manner in 

which you would expect the finest of the finest to be attired.  

The wood is actual wood and not some plastic made to look 

like wood.  The other finishes include brushed aluminium and 

Chinese lacquer / piano black.  Every panel is mated perfectly 

with the its neighbour.  Leather is used to cover the steering 

wheel, centre arm rests and gear selector, whilst the door 

panel inserts were dressed in soft, grey suede.  The          

switchgear is equally good and made to the same                  

exceptionally high standards.  The same detail was present 

with the rear seat MMI control unit. 

 

Four zone climate control, with a single zone override is         

standard, and your exact required temperature, in both the 

back and front zones is displayed digitally. 

 

The gear selection lever is an electronic switch more than a 

‘gear lever’ which smoothly allows for gear selection with 

very little movement of the lever required.  Operation of the     

handbrake is by simply either lifting or pressing a small switch 

situated adjacent to the gear selector. 

 

For the control of the preset radio stations, or menu selection 

for DVDs there is a small touch pad adjacent to the control 

module in the centre console, which illuminates to whatever 

the required function is at the time… very, very clever! 

 

Then there is the 4.2 litre turbo diesel V8 which is the best 

part of the whole car! 

 

This power plant whips out a notable & impressive 258kW 

and a mind blowing & staggering 800Nm of torque at 1750 

rpm!  To compare this to say a BMW 760i, which has a 6 litre 

V12, which only produces 750Nm.  For those of you who 

don’t quite know how this whole power and torque thing works, 

here is a very simple explanation.  Power is what gets cars to 

achieve higher top speeds than others, whilst torque is the stuff 

that gets them there.  It is also what you use for acceleration and 

mid-range acceleration.  A BMW 335i Sport produces 400Nm, so the 

Audi doubles that output… so now you get the picture. 

 

So it sort of goes without saying that under throttle the A8 is like       

sh-one-t off a shovel.  I have driven faster cars, but nothing delivers 

so much oomph as the A8 AND the best part is the engine, despite 

being a diesel sounds like a proper V8… it burbles when it idles and 

it growls under the hammer.  I have also driven a LOT of diesel cars, 

and I am convinced that there are two diesel engines which deserve 

a special place in motoring history.  The first is the 300TDI engine 

used in Land Rover, which is a bullet proof workhorse that cannot 

be killed, which is sadly no longer produced, and the second is now 

this A8 engine.  So in essence Audi have the best diesel engine in 

current production! 

 

It is an assassin that kills with candy floss… death is guaranteed but 

it will arrive so smoothly you will never know it. 

 

My personal compliments are thereby extended to the Audi           

engineers who created this masterpiece.  Seriously, well done! 

 

The gearbox is an 8 speed setup, which is phenomenally smooth, 

and without the assistance of a display showing you what gear you 

are in there is no possible way you would be able to tell.  Gear 

changes are so smooth and fast that you cannot feel them at all. 

 

Having had a few “moments” with other manufacturers 8 speed 

boxes I can say that the Audi one is the best.  The others tend to 

constantly hunt around for gears and are never at rest.  In this car 

however, principally because of the torque output the car can stay 

IR Night Vision Assist display… optional at R30k but very, very cool AND it works! 



in gear and not have to change down to get you moving faster.  

That makes this gearbox even better. 

 

The benefit of having a gearbox, with so many gears that is this 

good is that at 120km/h on the highway the engine is barely 

over 1000rpm at 140km/h you are cracking about 1500rpm 

and at 160km/h just under 2000rpm. 

 

Fuel economy therefore is actually surprisingly good.  We 

achieved an average of 9.5 litres per 100 kilometres for the 

week period, which for a car this size is very, very good. 

 

Now for Audi’s secret weapon… aluminium… 

 

This particular car is almost entirely made from the stuff,      

including the ‘chassis’ which is actually called an Audi Space 

Frame… no less. 

The car is no dwarf.  It measures at 5.131m long, 1.948m wide, 

1.461m high and has a wheelbase of 2.992m yet it only weighs 

1800kg, and other cars this size would weigh in at about 2.2 tons 

or more. 

 

This means that the power to mass ratio of this car is really good 

which means it is really fast.  Acceleration, as mentioned earlier 

is 5.5 seconds to 100km/h and the top speed is governed to 

250km/h. 

 

Aluminium is strong stuff too, which makes the A8 a very safe 

car, and with a million airbags you could happily crash this into 

pretty much whatever you wanted to and do so with                 

complete confidence that no harm shall befall you. 

For those sceptics who make comments like, “cool drink cans 

are aluminium” be reminded of this… what other car has 

been made from aluminium since the beginning of time?  

The answer, the Land Rover Defender, and trust me there is 

nothing soft or weak about the body work of a Landy.  I own 

one, so I can state this with absolute confidence and know 

what mine has endured during its 15 years of life… 

 

The A8 comes with the new, state-of-the-art full LED          

headlights, which firstly look very impressive, but work 

equally well.  I can’t say whether or not they work better 

than conventional bulbs or not, but technologically speaking 

they are really cool. 

 

Inside the car the LED has made its presence felt too.  All the 

down / reading lights are LEDs and there is some very clever 

LED strip lighting inside the car too.  The foot wells are lit by 

LED lights, as are bits here and there in the door panels.  The 

effect is staggering.  The interior of the car when lit has the 

look and feel of a first class airline cabin with the soft ‘mood 

lighting’ effect.  It is really clever and innovative.  In time all 

other cars will go the LED route, being led of course by Audi. 

 

Around the headlights are strips of LEDs, but not so many 

that the car looks like a Christmas Tree like the new S-Class 

This is the best diesel engine currently in production in the world 



Our sincerest thanks to Audi South Africa  

for the supply of the test vehicle 

Mercedes’ lights. 

 

The cars handling is also incredibly good, owing firstly to        

brilliant engineering and secondly to the equally brilliant Audi 

Quattro all-wheel drive system.  You can literally throw this car 

into any corner, and discover that the limit of adhesion is YOUR 

bravery limit.   

 

The car also has air suspension, so in Comfort Mode you could 

chauffer royalty around and not a drop of tea would be split.  In 

Dynamic Mode Her Majesty had better hold onto her Corgies 

because this car has proper sporting ability. 

 

I could continue for weeks on how good this car is, but that will 

not be fair on our readers.  Some mystery still needs to be left 

for you to find and discover yourselves… and for now that   

mystery is… what is in the storage box between the back seats?  

Unfortunately that’s it as I have pretty much covered most  

everything else. 

 

I cannot however emphasise enough just how good the A8 is.  

It is a rare day in the life of a motoring journalist when you find 

a car that is without fault… for example I am currently testing 

the Audi A7 and there are about 3 or 4 things about it that  

irritate me because that is how it normally is, and should be.  

Nothing is meant to be perfect… or so I thought. 

 

The Audi A8 4.2 TDI Quattro, as it is formally known in polite 

society is an incredible car.  My only issue is with the idiots 

who call themselves consumers.  STOP BEING SHEEP!!!         

Buying the same stupid brand over and over again because it 

is “good” is about the same as stabbing yourself over and 

over again because eventually you will stop bleeding. 

 

All the BMW and Mercedes drivers, do me and yourselves a 

favour, when you are next looking for something nice go look 

at the A8 and give it a fair chance. 

 

Our test car cost R 1.2M and some change, which is not a lot 

of money for a car with literally everything in it including the 

best diesel motor in the world. 

 

You will be denying yourselves a chance to be wise and doing 

the right thing if you overlook the Audi.  Don’t listen to the 

idiot sales people who sell those other brands, because take 

it from me the A8 is a very strong competitor.  They just don’t 

yet have the same market share.  It’s the consumer’s fault 

and not the product’s. 

 

This car will run four rings around any BMW or Merc any day 

of the week, and I will happily accept any challenge by those 

manufacturers to prove otherwise because I know who will 

win… and so do they! 

The view through the back window.  Note the LED strip lighting around the rear view mirror and along the sides of the roof.   

Visible are the rear seat screens in “Menu” mode and the front display with the GPS activated. 


