
Carrington once wrote, “The BMW 5 series 

is the bench mark of exclusive luxury         

motoring in this class of car.” I must agree.  

I have not driven a luxury car of any nature.  

 

The call came and the BMW 535i was to be 

mine for seven days. 

 

This is my first review on a luxury car. The 

BMW 535i is very much a car for the       

executive. Now I am not in the loop of 

BMW’s history because I have never been fond of BMW. I have 

always been of the opinion that BMWs are over priced cars for 

the most obnoxious pretenders in the world… until I got behind 

the wheel of a BMW and not just any BMW.  This was a           

beautiful, new 5 series.  You can not judge a car until you have 

driven one and this is true concerning BMW.  This car is so good 

looking that you would want one in your driveway. 

 

The 535i has a three litre turbo charged engine producing 

225Kw and 400Nm of torque.  The car is governed to 250Km/h. 

This awesome machine can go a lot faster than 250 in a heart 

beat. It does 0 – 100km/h in 6.1 seconds.  This is not a slouch it 

is a speedy-mobile no matter what setting you have chosen. 

 

The price for the Innovation model is R690 000.00 which is, in 

my opinion not a bad price for this car. However depending on 

the optional extras you choose for your 5 series, you could 

make your BMW a cool 1 Bar machine. 

 

The 8 speed Automatic Transmission Steptronic gearbox is such 

a stunning piece of innovation that you don’t feel the gear 

changes when driving this exceptional fine piece of German 

engineering. 

 

Now the you would be forgiven for thinking that this       

machine would soak up all the fuel in fowl swoop leaving 

you high and dry and out of pocket. No, this fine swallow 

drinks about nine litres/100 km’s. Drive this in sport and 

sport + and this machine does a full transformation and 

becomes a thirsty vulture drinking ten to fifteen litres per 

100/km is easy reached. 

 

The voice control system did not always work.  In fact ask 

the computer for directions and you want to pull your hair 

out.  However this was just the only irritating thing I could 

find wrong with this car. 

 

 The seats were so comfortable and offered everything. 

Given the fact the ’comfort’ seats are an optional extra for a 

cool R35 000.00.  The seats had a massage setting for as 
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well as heating and cooling ventilation for your rear end making 

the drive even so much more of a pleasure. 

 

In fact there were about R200 000.00 of optional extras in the 

car.  The adaptive suspension control system. The sun roof, full 

colour heads up display, the DVD system that a couple of nine 

year olds managed to figure out in a very short time was very 

impressive to observe. 

 

 The rear view camera, electronic rear screen roller blind, night 

vision with object recognition, the blind spot on the side        

mirrors, the navigation system, change lane warning system, 

lane departing warning system, voice control system. The boot 

closing button was also a nice touch. 

 

These are just some of the extras that came with the 535i.  This 

car was indeed so highly spec’ed that it made the drive even 

more exceptional.  There are however electronic optional       

extras that are not seen to the naked eye adding to the sheer 

driving pleasure of this luxury machine. 

 

The only thing that was missing was the soft touch doors were 

missing this model. In the 530d that Carrington drove, this        

option was available. 

 

The second I got behind the wheel of the BMW 535i. I had a 

sense that I too could easily become an obnoxious pretender 
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just like the other upmarket executives that have the pleasure 

of driving the benchmark of success. 

 

The keyless start/stop button stared at me wanting to put the 

BMW 535i to the test.  The second the engine came to life I 

was in love.  The sound of this 3 litre super machine was just 

too good to be true.  It was awesome. 

 

The full colour heads up display was a nice extra option that 

helped with keeping within the speed limit. As the speed limit 

changes the heads up display picks this up and lets you know 

that you can either speed up or slow down, 

 

If you find yourself straddling the lanes there is a warning on 

the heads up display that lets you know that you are not in your 

lane.  A vibration in the steering wheel lets you know that you 

are falling asleep at the wheel as you wonder over to the other 

side of on coming traffic.  These are just some of the safety  

features that the Germans have come up with. 

 

 A couple of nine year olds figured out how to work out the DVD 

in just under 5 minutes.  Not just that but they could decide for 

us adults what channel we were going to be subjected to. 

Thankfully there is a function on the i-Drive that allows the 

adults to let the children know who is really is in charge, this is 

how simple the i-Drive is.  In fact you no longer need a degree in 

i-Drive technology from the Institute of Dummies to work it. 
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The adaptive drive system is such a nice feature offering you        

economy, comfort,  normal, sport and sport + driving modes. 

 

Now as this is a luxury car, so the setting I chose was the comfort 

mode.  As a “space cadet” I always wanted to drive a car like I was 

driving in the clouds.  The BMW 535i allowed me this opportunity. 

 

The normal mode is nice however I could not really find a major 

difference between these two modes.  The sport mode is slightly 

different, the suspension tightens and the engine comes to life as if 

thunder clouds built up in the engine are in need of being released. 

You put your foot down on the accelerator and the car just pulls 

away like a bat out of hell. 

Sport + is for the brave or for those that have a million Rand to 

throw away.  In this mode the traction control is turned off and 

this cloudy dream machine is transformed into a thunder storm. 

You feel the power of the beast and the drive is such fun that 

sheer driving pleasure is just out of this world. 

 

The eight speed gearbox is excellent. The change between the 

gears is instantaneous that you hardly notice them. To keep the 

fuel consumption down I found using the paddle shift a lot of help 

because the revs just want to go up and before you know it you 

are driving at 160 km/h with total ease.  I was averaging about 

11litres/100 km.  However you could get 10 litres/100 km if driving 

at the speed of an old goat that enjoys holding up traffic. 

 

There is nothing like a butt massage on long drives and at the 

same time your butt cheeks are receiving first class treatment you 

could either turn up the temperature or turn it down to your 

hearts content. The comfort of these seats is like nothing I have 

ever known.  This is just one of the features that seats have to 

offer you as you drive for hours on end. In fact you need to plan 

your trip to ensure filling up will never be a problem.  You would 

never want to stop driving. 

 

This car is so exceptional that you could write about it for days. 

The BMW 5series is the benchmark of excellence.  I would buy 

one in a heart beat it is this good.  As an individual that hated 

BMW’s with a passion I can honestly say that I love the 5 series. 

The lines that grace this vehicle are done in such a wonderful way 

that you appreciate the beautiful finish on this car.  Everything 

about this car leaves you breathless. 

 

The week that I had this car I fell in love with it the more I drove it.  

I was devastated to give it back.  My drive in the clouds had come 

to an end and I was brought back down to earth.  Yes I was an 

obnoxious pretender for a week and I loved it. 

 

So test drive the BMW 535i I am certain that you would also think 

that your head would be in the clouds. 

Test car gratefully with courtesy from BMW South Africa 


