
In November 2010 we tested the Giulietta’s 

smaller brother, the MiTo and we thoroughly 

loved the car in every single respect.  This of 

course has left the Giulietta with a precedent 

set, which it will have to beat, or at least 

match.  Somehow looking at the Giulietta I 

feels strangely confident that it will be OK… 

 

Firstly just look at the styling!  Again Italian 

designers doing what they do best.  The result 

is arousing in a naughty kind of way.  This car is 

beautiful is as many ways as Kate Moss is just 

“OK looking”.  In other words it is stunning!  Similarly compared to 

its rivals it is the best looking by a long way.  The score card reads 

Alfa 1 - Rivals 0 

 

Our test model was a metallic red, the official name of which   

escapes me, but if you want one of these cars then this colour is 

definitely one to put at the top of your list. 

 

Similarly our test model contained two noticeable optional extras, 

namely a full glass roof and full leather, which again should be 

mandatory optional extras.  In my opinion they just made the car 

even better, and with looks like this whatever the cost… sacrifice 

of first born and everything, a very worthwhile purchase. 

 

On the technical side the Giulietta QV contains a 1750cc turbo 

charged petrol engine which produces 175kW of power and 

340Nm of torque, which translates into the most powerful engine 

under two litres on the market today… and whilst that sounds a 

bit misleading and the sort of thing a marketing department 

would come up with to disguise inadequacy, please have no     

misgivings that the QV is immensely powerful and insanely fast.  

Similar performance is found in cars with engines twice the size…  

The benefit is you get good fuel economy as well. 

 

If you jump on the throttle 0-100 is delivered in (our timed) 6.4 

seconds, which is a significant improvement over the                  

manufacturer claimed 6.8 seconds.  Top speed is 245 km/h! 

Now I must caution you, that if you think that because you or 

someone you know had a bad experience with an Alfa in the 80’s 

please be mindful of one thing… and that is that this is a           

completely different car.  Looking at the Giulietta’s build quality I 

would go so far as to (safely) say that it is better than even the 

likes of Volkswagen with whom it competes.  The VW opposition 

would be the Golf GTi, except the GTi only produces 155Kw and 

280Nm AND it’s a two-litre… which means in short that the           

Giulietta will run rings around it, and before the die-hard GTi fans 

with their wing tattoos and all start on about design dynamics let 

me put your fire out right now.  The Golf weighs 1360kg whilst the 

Giulietta clocks in at 1100kg, so no matter which way you cut, 

butter or slice those figures the Golf IS slower for more than one 

reason.  So the score card is Alfa 2 - Rivals 0. 

 

Now back to the build quality… the Giulietta is build properly and 

is as solid as an Egyptian pyramid.  Inside and out the car is         

finished perfectly.  Every little detail has been thought of, and 

even some typically Alfa additions have been made, like the little 

button with the completely indescribable and highly vague picture 
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on it of a light, crossed out and with an arrow in front of it.  As it 

would happen it turns off (and on again) the adaptive headlights 

which send light around corners before the car gets there.            

Another is the windscreen washer bottle placed next to the fuse 

box and battery… this on its own is not that odd EXCEPT for the 

fact that the fuse box has a picture on it warning you not to 

spray it with water, which last time I checked was what           

windscreen washers used… but these are what makes the car 

unique and so what if you have to be careful when filling the 

washer reservoir.  This is hardly a reason to not choose the Alfa. 

 

THE EXPERIENCE - ALFAISSIMO PERSONIFIED 

 

The Giulietta QV is an exceptional car, and that is being a bit  

unkind.  It does everything you want, and more, but without 

either breaking the bank or your sensibilities. 

 

Acceleration we have already established is quick, but there is a 

certain quickness that is hard to describe.  To explain this point I 

shall draw a simple picture.  During the testing period of the Alfa 

I also tested the Bentley Continental GT, which is a massively 

powerful and fast car, but when I got back into the Alfa it didn’t 

feel like a lesser car.  It still felt quick and responsive despite  

being 239W, 4.25 litres and 8 cylinders short of the GT. 

 

Handling is precise and razor sharp.  You can throw this car into 

a corner at whatever speed you dare and the car will just sail 

around without any drama whatsoever. 

 

Then there is the exclusivity.  During the test period, and consid-

ering I live in Johannesburg I saw only 2 other Giuliettas in traf-

fic… you don't get sort of exclusivity that with an AMG Merc!  

Also when the Alfa is parked in a parking lot people take detours 

to look at it… you also wont get that with an AMG!  In short the 

car is incredibly desirable and I believe, in time, will become a 

classic.  After all its arrival has been some 25 years and a bit in 

the making.  On the exclusivity score card we can grant the Alfa 

another point bring the score to 3 - 0. 

 

Another new innovation is the DNA system employed in per-

formance Alfas which allows the driver 3 driving settings, namely 

Dynamic, Normal & All Weather.  Admittedly the All Weather 

setting is probably one that would not be used much in this 

country as driving on ice is fairly uncommon, the other two how-

ever make perfect sense.  The car’s default at start up is Normal, 

which in this model is a perfectly acceptable way of driving.  The 

car is quick and responsive, and when you put foot it takes off 

and picks up speed very quickly. 

 

In Dynamic mode however everything happens just that bit 

quicker.  The car revs quicker, the acceleration is faster, the 

handling is crisper and the overall experience better.  There 

is however no sensible place to use this though, except 

maybe on a track, but that’s what makes it so much fun.  It 

doesn't have to make sense.  If you want to be a bit of a 

hooligan, then shift it into Dynamic and have fun. 

 

In terms of warranty and maintenance the Giulietta comes 

standard with a 5 year / 150 000km warranty and a 6 year / 

105 000km service / maintenance plan, which if you factor 

in the costs of that alone makes it a very, very sensible buy.  

So add another point making it 4 - 0… now why would you 

not want to buy the Alfa? 

 

Now for the price.  The Giulietta QV, which is the top of the 

range costs R 330 275.  Now a Golf GTi by comparison costs 

R 323 700 but only comes with a 5 year / 90 000km service 

plan, so for R 7000 more you get better performance, better 

looks and better value for money… I think that brings the 

score to 5 - 0 in favour of the Alfa. 

 

In conclusion we found the Alfa Romeo Giulietta QV to be a 

very good car.  When you get into it in the morning it makes 

you feel special, and when you see it parked in your garage 

it makes you feel proud.  Insofar as value for money is       

concerned there is no better buy in that price range, and 

when looks are taken into account there are very cars on the 

road in any price range that can match this beautiful motor-

ing masterpiece. 

 

The thought that I am left with is what will the Alfas of the 

future be like, because if this is the precedent set by the 

Giulietta one can only imagine what the Spiders and the like 

will be like.  I think they will be stunning! 

 

The man who designed this car knew what he was doing as 

spent the time to make sure that everything was perfect 

before the first one was made. 

 

The Alfa Romeo Giulietta therefore gets our vote for           

everything that it is, and everything that it is not.  Again, 

bravo, bravo! 

Test car courtesy of Fiat / Alfa Romeo South Africa for 

which we extend our gratitude and thanks to Silverstar  

Casino for the photo shoot location 


