
Copyright Naked Motoring 2012 

All Rights Reserved 





Copyright Naked Motoring 2012 

All Rights Reserved 



Copyright Naked Motoring 2012 

All Rights Reserved 

May is here and with it comes cooler weather… 

perfect for turbo charged engines as cooler air is 

denser and therefore more oxygen is present.  So 

take a deep breath… oops can we say that?  Sorry 

Andrew... 

 

We have had a fantastic month with a line-up of V8 

monsters to charm and seduce your senses.  First off we 

tested the amazing McLaren MP4-12C, and then the Aston 

Martin V8 Vantage S.  Following with the rumble of their V8 

engines we drove the Lexus isF, Jaguar XFR and BMW 650i.  A 

month of V8 pleasure! 

 

In our ‘special test’ section we also have the Mercedes Benz 

CLS 63 AMG, which also brings V8 power to the table. 

 

Then our Chicken got his feathers in a twist over a French 

convertible when three young ladies stormed his chariot and 

insisted that he take them for a ride… BAD CHICKEN!! 

 

The Chicken this month also answers one of life’s biggest 

questions… and no it’s not where he hides his porn from his 

wife, but rather… “why are women better drivers than 

men?”  This is one you want to read! 

 

Our Savage also gives a few lessons in high speed cornering 

for when you have to evade the e-Toll collectors… we just 

call them bastards! 

 

The May edition has a very respectable line up for your  

reading pleasure, so sit back and enjoy! 

 

Best wishes. 

 

Carrington Laughton 
Editor-in-Chief: Naked Motoring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dirk Reinecke 

a.k.a. The Chicken 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poul Toft-Nielsen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leon Rehrl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anel Laughton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thys de Bruyn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arno Cilliers 

To�advertise�your��
product�in�the�Naked��

Motoring�Magazine�please�
send�your��

enquiries�to�
info@nakedmotoring.co.za�



The French produce fine champagne,        

excellent wine, good looking people and fine 

cars. The Megane coupe convertible is no 

exception this rule as this is a sexy looking car 

that in my opinion should belong on the       

runway with the super models of the fashion 

world.  You and Shrek may very well  have 

something in common in that you may both 

be butt-ugly, but when you get behind the 

wheel of this sexy convertible you and Shrek 

will be transformed into Brad Pitt and George 

Clooney respectively.  

 

I think it has the looks, but how does it perform? For a car that 

has a 1.4 litre turbo engine, which produces 96 kW 

and 190Nm the drive is not that much fun, as the 

engine is, I feel, too small for a car of this size and 

weight.  However cars like people are not perfect and 

even they have their flaws. 

 

Speaking of flaws the one flaw that I did notice was 

how badly the Bluetooth worked when you had a 

phone call to take, the person on the other end could 

hardly hear what I was saying so I had to use my 

hands free headset instead. 

 

Despite this one flaw I must say what I did like was 

the way the car handled around the bends on our 

secret test road, known to our followers as “Bob.” I 

was surprised by the way the car handled as I was 

expecting a bit of under steer however there was 

none.  The car handled so nicely I had to give the boys 

and girls at Renault full marks for handling. The 

Megane has a six speed manual gear box and I must 

say that I found the gear changes to be very smooth. 

 

For looks 10 out of 10, for performance 7 out of 10 and handling 10 

out of 10. So I decided to hit the open road and drive the car until I 

needed to full up.  The Megane Coupe Convertible was so              

comfortable to drive that I did not want to stop until I had run out of 

fuel.  The car does 140km/h with ease and uses very little fuel as I 

was averaging about 9 litres per 100 km, and at over 120 km/h that 

is not bad as convertibles are generally heavier that their coupe 

counterparts because of the mechanical mechanism that operates 

the roof and other added structural support.  The top speed is 200 

Km/h which is not bad for car that only pushes out 21 kW more than 

my 1.3 litre bantam bakkie which has a top speed of a tortoise on 

steroids.  

Dirk Reinecke 
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So for fuel consumption I will give the Megane a 

score of 8 out of 10 and for drive once again 10 

out of 10.  So this car in my book this Megane is 

an above average car especially in the looks 

department. 

 

So what does this beauty queen cost? A cool 

R359 900 which is pricy for a fine machine, but 

then again if you want to be seen with a beauty 

queen it is going to cost you no matter which 

way you look at it. The question I asked myself 

was this, is this particular car worth paying over 

350 grand worth it? In my opinion if the car had 

a bigger engine then yes however I still do think 

that you are getting value for money maybe not 

in performance department but in the other 

areas. 

 

The full glass roof is a nice touch and adds value 

to the Megane’s make up, the overall layout of 

the exterior and interior design is quite         

magnificent and the racing style pedals give the Megane a very 

sporty look; in fact this car is so good looking that with the top 

down it would almost be the same as if Miss France was walking 

down the street in her beach volleyball outfit in the middle of 

town heading for a day of topless tanning on the beach in Niece. 

 

What’s more the Megane does have a few nice features like the 

cruise control and speed limiter work nicely, be it that the       

buttons for these features are laid out completely differently to 

other makes of cars. The controls are located very close to the 

arm rest and once you have selected cruise control or the speed 

limiter setting you than activate them on the steering wheel. 

 

Speaking of the steering wheel most of the functions like the  

tuning of the radio, the trip computer information are operated 

from the steering wheel and the nice thing is that if you are like 

me techno challenged the operation of the buttons are very easy 

to use. 

 

What did grab my attention was the way you get the roof to go 

down, the first thing that you need to pay attention to is the     

retractable load limit indicator in the boot.  If the load limiter is 

not extended fully and locked into position then the roof will not 

open.  This is to ensure you don't open the roof with a boot full of 

bricks, or some other implement that will damage it. 

 

Once this is done and after you have selected the button for the 

roof it takes only a couple of seconds for the top to go down and 

once you are ready to drive off the car gives you a beeping sound 

to let you know you are ready to go. The same goes for the roof 

to go up.  Another clever feature are the bi-xenon directional 

headlights that move with the direction of the car.  

 

There are four seats however the back seats are not really       

designed for those of us who are blessed with more legs than 

brains however for small kids the back seats are ideal, only the 

driver’s seat is electrically adjustable it would be nice if in future 

models both the driver’s seat and the front passenger seats are 

electronic after all you paying close to four hundred thousand 

Rand for a car fit for Miss France and as beauty goes no girl likes 

to break her nails pumping the seat up and down. 

 

Now the only other French convertible that offers the Megane 

convertible any sort of run way competition would be the         

Peugeot 308 CC 1.6 THP which costs R 354 500 and whose engine 

offers 115kW and 240 Nm and it has a top speed of 215km/h, so 

the Peugeot has more power, is faster and is slightly cheaper than 

the Megane.  However both are beauty queens in their own way 

one has more muscle the other is more graceful.  

 

Which to buy is totally up to you and believe me I 

think you are going to have a tough time.  

 

Now I have to be honest I did enjoy the car very 

much and in spite of the lack of performance the car 

does have fine lines and curves that will have you 

steering at it for hours as it sits in your garage or 

drive way. Even your partner will enjoy the car and if 

you are single, a night out on the town will help put 

an end to those cold lonely nights… ask me I know! 

Test car with grateful courtesy from 

Renault South Africa 
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I have always thought that bakkie’s are 

pretty much the same no matter who makes 

it besides the size of the engine. The Hilux is 

like boerewors and biltong. A well known 

South African tradition that I can remember 

from my childhood, an unchanging and solid 

foundation from years before the boerewors 

curtain. And I was wrong! This one was    

exactly what I expected and more, except for 

the fact that some of the gadgets seem to 

have been added as an afterthought. Don’t get me wrong! It is 

the same old faithful that has been with us 

all these years, except for the rear camera 

that was mounted on the back of the bakkie 

flap part. For a working car that seems a bit 

odd. And  will probably be very temporary. 

 

The Bluetooth just works, it is that simple 

and for me that is always a bonus. Satellite 

navigation, touch screen display, aircon. All 

the bits we are becoming accustomed to in 

our cars.  But I digress. It is not a very thirsty 

bakkie so it fits into the budget quite nicely 

Thankfully the HILUX tries to make it as  

comfortable and uncomplicated as it can, or 

some sensible people at TOYOTA  who are. 

 

There is something to be said about that. I 

am always pleased when I drive an               

automatic that does not respond 38 – 41 

seconds after you press the accelerator. The 

cab is a fairly decent size although the rear is 

a bit cramped with two large adults in the front. For someone 

with kids however it is not a problem and would provide a 

very comfortable ride if you want to go away with the family. 

At the end of the day it was a fitting tribute to something that 

is as much a part of my heritage as the Voortrekkers, Zulu   

warriors and Ghandi square. The wors is strong in this one! 

Viva South Afrika, viva comerade HILUX! 

Leon Rehrl Test car with grateful courtesy of 

Toyota South Africa 
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What do you get when you take a standard 

Hyundai i20 1.6 and throw in  Parrot         Blue-

tooth car kit, a rear spoiler, different mag 

wheels, tinted windows and a couple of other 

funny little extras AND then keep the price the 

same as it was before… 

 

The answer is something called the i20 Remix. 

 

Is it any good?  Well actually yes it is.  As a 

package deal for someone starting out in life it 

is perfect.  For someone who has had their license for a while 

and has a reasonable paying job, then no, you can do better. 

 

It drives nicely.  It handles nicely.  It works nicely, but the 

question begs, why give away all the extra stuff (worth        

conservatively about R 20 000) for free?  The reason is            

because we have been led to believe that next year there will 

be a new i20 coming, and so Hyundai are trying to 

sweeten the deal to move as many of the ‘older’ ones 

before then as possible.  This is not underhanded, and 

is in fact pretty standard.  I remember hearing a radio 

advert offering unbelievable specials for the ‘old’ 3 

Series BMW and this was AFTER the new (F30) one was 

launched. 

 

How much does all this magnificence cost you… I 

reckon about R 170 000, which is not too bad consider-

ing the spec level involved. 

 

More bang for your buck so to speak. 

 

The 1600 engine whips out 91kW and 156Nm, which is 

not too terrible for a car this size and this will allow the 

i20 to cruise on the motorways at a steady 120km/h 

without having to gear down (like you do in a Toyota Yaris 

which is a 1300 and costs the same). 

 

Is it exciting?  No.  Is it going to make you happy?  Maybe.  

Will it do the job that it was intended to do?  Without a 

doubt!  These are not performance cars, they are not           

exciting but what they do bring to the table is utilitarian 

transportation for the masses.  

 

They are cheap but not nasty, and that is actually a good 

thing.  Ten years ago I would have been very happy with this 

as my first car because it is all about good simple engineering 

that does not cost an arm and a leg. 

Anel Laughton 

Test car with grateful courtesy of 

Hyundai South Africa 
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Let me start by saying that I have never really been 

attracted to Lexus, I always saw the brand as an “old 

man’s car”, so I never even bothered to even take a 

look at them… 

 

I was asked to do the review for the IS-F…unaware of 

the fact that my entire perception of Lexus was about 

to be turned upside down and left to rot while their 

flagship of the IS range, the IS-F, was about to mould 

and create my new perception of the Lexus brand…  

 

I did a bit of research on the IS-F … the more I read about it, the more 

excited I became about doing the write-up on this vehicle. 

 

The IS-F has a 5.0L V8 Direct Injection Power Plant, generating a      

generous 311kw @ 6600rpm and an impressive 505Nm @ 5200rpm. 

This Power Plant is coupled to an 8 Speed Sport Direct Shift              

transmission. Accelerating from 0 - 100km/h in 4,6 seconds. Top 

speed governed to 270km/h. The price tag on this beauty is 

around R810 000.   

 

Yes, the IS-F means business, all the mechanical specifications of a 

hooligan. Our question however was whether or not you can use 

this “hooligan” as an everyday vehicle? Well, that’s what we were 

going to find out… 

 

When the IS-F was delivered, I saw it straight from the front, I still 

said to myself:” It looks aggressive, but there is still something 

that makes it look like an old man’s car.   Suddenly it stood out 

like a sore thumb, it’s the wing mirrors, they’re big and bulky like 

those you usually see on big SUV’s.  If the IS-F had slim, stream-

lined wing mirrors it would change the front view of the vehicle to 

suit the rest of the views. 

  

I then had a good look at it from all the other angles.  The side 

views look stunning, showing off the sleek body contours, side 

vents in the front fender with slimline indicators and the F logo just 

above it, a discreet shark fin aerial, a bulky bonnet bulge to store the 

5.0L V8 Power Plant, attractive compact boot spoiler and gorgeous 

19” BBS alloys.  From the back, the only view most people will see, 

there are four beautiful chrome tail pieces, two on either side, but 

not mounted next to each other. Instead they are mounted quite 

uniquely one above the other, the top ones slightly off centre to the 

bottom ones. 

 

So after admiring the IS-F from outside for a while I opened the door 

and got inside.  I was impressed by the use of what seems like       

titanium colored carbon fibre on all the window switch panels and 

the centre panel by the gearlever. As apposed to their conventional 

wood look. (Nice Touch Guys). The one we drove had black and white 

heated leather seats with blue stitching. Full black leather interior 

option is also available. The vehicle is packed full of all the creature 

features you could wish for like Satellite navigation, a 14-speaker 

Arno Cilliers 
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Mark Levinson sound system with 6 disk DVD/CD changer, 

moonroof (sunroof), Bluetooth hands free kit, cruise control, 

dual climate control, electronically adjustable seats and       

steering with memory function, auto wipers and headlights, 

front and rear park distance control with full color reverse 

camera… the list goes on and on, it’s a Lexus, all the bells and 

whistles come standard. 

 

When you start the engine you are welcomed by a deep but 

surprisingly quiet exhaust tone, which made me wonder what 

the exhaust tone is going to sound like when you step on the 

accelerator… Reason why I was wondering about this is      

because there was one feature that was mentioned on the 

brochure for the IS-F that grabbed my attention.  The IS-F has 

an “Exhilarating dual stage air intake that opens up at 

3600rpm”… Exhilarating?... Most definitely yes. When you 

jump on the accelerator you get pushed back into your seat 

and you can hear the exhaust tone become more “serious” as 

you launch.  

 

The moment you hit 3600rpm it becomes a completely          

different vehicle, not only do you feel the dual stage air intake kick in, 

changing your acceleration from really quick to exhilarating.  The    

exhaust tone instantly changes from “serious” into a monstrous growl 

that screams ”Ready or not, here I come!!”  To me it sounds like a  

symphony created by a 5.0L V8 engine doing what it was designed to 

do… Taking you from A to B very quickly while awakening your senses, 

making you feel alive and put a smile on your face from ear to ear.   I 

loved every second of it.   I had a difficult time trying to wipe the smile 

off my face every time I hit 3600rpm.  

 

The IS-F has a firm yet comfortable suspension, so using it as an every 

day vehicle is not a pain in the butt.  I did a substantial amount of  

traffic driving for the first few days I had the IS-F. I actually found it 

exceptionally annoying, the fact that I had a beast at my command and 

I couldn’t unleash it. So I had a few days of foreplay with the vehicle, 

building up the urge to put the IS-F in sport mode and see what the 

vehicle is actually capable of.  By the time the weekend arrived, I felt 

like a 5 year old child the night before Christmas.  

 

Finally, it was just the three of us:”Me, the IS-F and BOB (Our secret 

test road).”  I thoroughly had my way with the IS-F.  

 

Putting the IS-F through its paces on BOB it became clear to me that 

the slogan on the first page of the IS-F brochure is so true. F - EVERY-

THING YOU THOUGHT LEXUS WASN’T   

Acceleration when you slam your foot on the pedal is 

“Exhilarating”, the 8 Speed Sport Direct Sift transmission’s gear 

changes are lightning quick and smooth. When using the vehicle in 

manual mode there is a slight time delay from the time you pull the 

gear shift paddle and the actual gear change.  Once you get use to 

the manual mode though, oh boy… It takes the fun factor to a 

whole new level! 

 

The vehicle handles beautifully, thanks to double wishbone sport 

suspension in the front, multilink sport suspension in the rear and 

an electronic vehicle management system. Due to the sporty     

suspension there is virtually no body roll when cornering.  Throwing 

the IS-F  into sharp bends and corners a bit too hard tends to make 

it a little tail happy, which is what I was expecting considering the 

fact that you have a 5.0L V8 rear wheel drive.  However, the limited 

slip diff, along with the vehicle stability control and traction control 

puts you back on the right track in a flash.  There is also the option 

to switch the traction control off completely, for those who are 

brave enough… 

 

All this power is pointless if you cannot stop. That’s probably why 

Lexus teamed up with Brembo, (Top notch racing car braking       

system brand) to equip the IS-F with super efficient, racing spec 

brakes to help you stop very quickly when necessary, and you are 

going need them considering the IS-F weighs just over 2.1tons.   For 

a vehicle that is just over 4.6m long, the IS-F has a surprisingly small 

turning circle, making parking and maneuvering this big vehicle a 

breeze. 

 

The IS-F is great fun to drive, quite thirsty, but the way I 

see it, if you are going to buy a high performance 5.0L V8 

and spending R810 000 in the process, fuel economy is 

not going to be your buying motive. With great power 

comes high fuel consumption, deal with it. 

 

And the answer to the question we initially asked:”Can the 

IS-F be used as an every day vehicle or not?”  My verdict is 

most definitely YES!  With all the attributes of a luxury 

vehicle and loads of power on tap for when you want to 

play.  Superior build quality with attention to fine detail. 

Factory warranty and a Full maintenance plan covers you 

for 4 year or 100 000km.  

 

It was an absolute pleasure driving the IS-F and I don’t 

think I will look ever look at Lexus the way I use to.        

Test car with grateful courtesy from 

Lexus South Africa 



Copyright Naked Motoring 2012 

All Rights Reserved 

When BMW asked if we would like to review 

the new 650i Coupe I was filled with         

happiness for two reasons.  The first being 

that it would be our first V8 BMW tested, 

and secondly I reckon the new 6 Series is 

quite possibly the best looking BMW in the 

current product line up. 

 

The 650i contrary to the badge has a 4.4 litre 

V8 engine, which produces a very healthy 

300kW and 600Nm, which will propel this 

sleek and not very subtle monster to 100km/h in just a few 

seconds, and then onto its governed top speed of 250km/h. 

 

The governor, known too as the killer of fun does work with 

German precision and at full speed the 650i will be doing an 

indicated 254km/h and not a morsel more! 

 

This is a proper sports coupe, but not in the way that 

you are thinking.  You see take an Audi RS5 or a      

Maserati Stradale, now they are excellent sports 

coupes because they have two doors, AND more     

importantly they offer a hooligan factor which makes 

the drive memorable and exciting.  The 650i however 

lacks that hooligan factor.  It is too refined and not 

nearly noisy enough.  The trimmings are civilised and 

made from normal materials and not carbon fibre and 

light weight suede.  It has massage seats instead of 

moulded racing ones, and for these reasons I reckon 

the car is brilliant but not the best sports coupe you 

can get. 

 

It is fast, very fast and power is never something you 

have to look for.  The TwinPower turbo system        

attached to the 4.4 litre V8 is excellent and suffers no lag and 

delivers maximum power as and when you need it, but it is 

just too precise and refined to be a sports car… 

 

Until you turn off the traction control and put it into a driving 

programme called SPORT +.  Then the big 6 becomes more 

alive and very tail happy, yet incredibly easy to manage and 

control. 

 

We did some performance testing with this car and were 

astounded by the results.  In the tightest corners, pretty 

much at any speed the 650i handles brilliantly, and maybe 

that is also what is wrong with it… it is too perfect. 

 

Anyway, back to business… on the road the 650i is a superb 

vehicle, so much so that I would say that this is a perfect and 

Carrington Laughton 
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brilliant GT car, and that is GT as in Grand Tourer. 

Something that can travel fast of great distances in 

absolute comfort… yes, I think we have found the 

650i’s true identity and calling in life. 

 

As a GT car the 650i offers an unparalleled ride, it is 

fast and surprisingly efficient insofar as fuel use is 

concerned.  Our average for the test period was 11 

litres per 100 kilometres, which might sound high, 

but for a 4.4 litre high performance turbo charged 

V8 believe me it is very decent, AND that is from a 

mixed bag of driving conditions and not just         

cruising on the highway at 100km/h.  By            

comparison the Jaguar XF-R uses about 15 litres 

per 100 km under the same conditions. 

 

Technology is BMW’s forte and the big 6 is         

therefore a meeting point of all the latest and 

greatest.  

 

Standard equipment on this car includes GPS, keyless entry and 

start, LED foglights and adaptive LED headlights, really, really nice 

electrically adjustable heated front seats, DVD 6 disk changer, 

rear view camera, full colour heads up display, Bluetooth, USB / 

iPod interface, lane departure warning, surround view (courtesy 

of small cameras mounted around the car body), brushed        

aluminium trim, park assist and adaptive drive system. 

 

Our test car was also fitted with the following extras: dynamic 

drive (body roll stabilisation), steering wheel heating, sports 

wheels, integral active steering, soft close automatic system for 

doors, climate comfort windscreen, front seats cooling, active 

front seats with massage function, additional leather dashboard 

trim, ceramic surrounds for controls, lane change warning, Bang 

& Olufsen high-end surround sound system (with illuminated 

speakers - very cool!), music interface for smartphones, night 

vision with object recognition and speed limit information. 

All in all our test car priced in at a shade over R 1 300 000, 

which is about R 200 000 more than the base price. 

 

Would I want to own one?  Without a doubt if a GT car is 

what I was looking for.  This is a fantastic car for that        

purpose and when you are not blasting down a highway en 

route to some exotic destination it will carry you to the 

office and back with absolute comfort and ease. 

 

The best sports coupe… no, but if you don't care for the 

hooligan factor and you are looking for a car that delivers a 

properly decent sporty experience without all the noise and 

drama then look no further.  Gentlemen of the civilised 

world you chariot has arrived. 

Test car with grateful courtesy from 

BMW South Africa 



Japan has been to war a few times, and 

admittedly their track record of wins is not 

that impressive.   Historically their soldiers 

were masters of hand-to-hand combat... 

until guns came along.  The British sorted 

them out in the jungles of Burma... hence 

some 90 plus year olds still celebrate “VJ 

Day” (Victory over Japan) and then the 

Americans bombed them to bits... twice, 

and so this goes on.  They may not be very 

good fighters, but they are fearless and 

courageous none the less, and for that we respect their  

enthusiasm in battle. 

 

However what happens when they go to war 

with themselves? 

 

The Toyota Fortuner 3.0 D4D is a legend in 

its own right and has proven itself over and 

over again, and then the new Mitsubishi 

PajeroSport who arrived on the scene not so 

long ago and who is determined to fight the 

Fortuner for its place in the Rising Sun. 

 

Japan is now at war, and there can be only 

one victor! 

 

At first impression both cars are almost      

identical insofar as looks and styling is       

concerned, and this continues in the interior.  

They both produce identical power and 

torque figures of 120kW and 343Nm despite 

the Mistubishi having a 3.2 litre engine over 

the Fortuner’s 3 litre one.  This at least 

would indicate that at least one of them would offer better 

fuel efficiency, but alas no.  Both cars retuned about 9 litres 

per 100 kilometres during the test period... so now what?  A 

draw?  Not quite! 

 

If you look beneath the copy-cat exterior... and interior... you 

will note that there are differences that set them apart, and 

these differences are actually quite important. 

 

Firstly the equipment level in the Fortuner is higher than that 

of the PajeroSport, whilst the Mitsubishi tends to mystify its 

occupants with strange and alien technology, like displaying 

all of its performance related information in bar graph      

format, which for a scientist may be fine, but for the rest of 

Carrington Laughton 
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us please give us the simple      

display of numbers which the Toy-

ota offers. 

 

THE TOYOTA FORTUNER 

 

In short this is a great car.  It 

represents everything that an SUV 

should be about, as it is big,      

comfortable, capable off road, 

good on fuel and doesn’t cost an 

arm and a leg.  Yes, it is not as  

refined as a Range Rover, but in 

terms of bang for your buck you 

honestly can’t go wrong with one 

of these.  The Fortuner 3.0 D4D 

4X4 costs around R 460 000. 

 

Based on the Hilux the Fortuner 

offers bulletproof reliability and 

durability. 

 

The Fortuner is a 7 seat SUV with 

the last two seats being in the 

boot and they fold down from the sides of the boot area, 

which to be honest does take up a bit of boot space.            

However so saying they can be removed and therefore any 

lost space can be freed... you can’t then however use them 

on an ad-hoc basis.  The boot is nevertheless big enough for 

day to day use.  Insofar as comfort is concerned the Toyota 

meets all requirements.  The car is spacious and offers levels 

of luxury usually found in cars of higher price, and this is very 

refreshing. 

 

Equipped with everything you need including leather seats, a 

reverse camera, touch screen radio and electrically            

adjustable drivers’ seat the Fortuner is a nice all-round        

package. 

 

On the road the Fortuner is really nice to drive and with the 

3.0 litre D4D engine you have enough power and torque to 

do the necessary.  The car also incidentally handles quite 

well, which was tested and the results were very surprising.  I 

personally would not recommend throwing a car with these 

proportions into a tight bend at 100km/h, but if you          

accidentally do, and you know how to drive properly it will 

make it unscathed. 

 

THE MITSUBISHI PAJEROSPORT 

 

Now firstly this is not a          

bespoke Pajero, but rather a 

SUV version of the Triton       

bakkie, and unfortunately  

because of the name what 

owning one of these tells the 

rest of the world is that you 

wanted a proper Pajero but 

could not afford one. 

 

However the name aside the 

PajeroSport is priced                

reasonably at about R 440 000, 

which is admittedly cheaper 

than the Toyota. 

 

Nicely laid out, despite the 

complicated on board        

computer, the PajeroSport 

(one word according to the 

badge) is a big 7 seater SUV 

that is spacious and comfort-

able.  The last row of seats, 

very cleverly fold flat inside 
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the boot floor giving you 

maximum boot space when 

they are not used.  The back 

seats are however incapable 

of being adjusted and are 

set for vertical take-off.  

However considering that 

the only people that really 

use these types of seats are 

children between the ages 

of 5 and 15 you need not 

worry about this at all.  The 

back offers class leading leg 

room and the front seats are 

comfortable enough. 

 

Equipment in the Mitsubishi 

is less than the Toyota.  

There is no reverse camera, 

but instead the more old 

fashioned parking sensors.  

The radio does not have a 

touch screen, but the        

drivers’ seat is electrically 

adjustable.  Leather all 

round is standard too. 

 

The ride comfort is however a bit too firm and bouncy for 

my liking, which does effect the handling, but not in a good 

way.  In a comparative run with the Fortuner the Mitsubishi 

became quite frightening to drive.  Now the opposite of this 

may well be true when you leave the tar, but let’s be        

honest here for a second; in cars like this 99% of driving is 

done on the tar and it’s that once a year pilgrimage to the 

game reserve where the dirt stuff is encountered, so by 

default the car should be comfortable on road FIRST and 

then be a capable off roader. 

 

As far as the drive is concerned the 3.2 litre V6 offers ample 

power and torque to do the business. 

 

THE VERDICT 

 

Well, as we discovered in the introduction both cars are of 

equal size, seating capacity, engine power and torque and 

use the same type of fuel.  Both have leather trim and a few 

nice to have goodies.  Both have their pros and cons, but 

when you look at the final 

score card there is one 

clear winner. 

 

So our choice is for the 

Fortuner.  It offers more 

than the PajeroSport and 

is all-round a better  

package than its rival. 

 

The Mitsubishi is a good 

car, but the Toyota is bet-

ter, and there is the        

victor! 

Test cars with grateful 

courtesy from  

Mitsubishi South    

Africa and Toyota 

South Africa 
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Historically a Jaguar has always represented 

refinement and prestige, and up until a few 

years ago they got it right too, and then the 

Americans got involved. 

 

Now all Ford managed to achieve with    

Jaguar, apart from almost going bankrupt 

was they birthed a line of cars that will     

forever be burned into the memories of 

Jaguar enthusiasts as the worst cars ever 

made.  Example of these are the ‘small Jag’ X-Type and the 

mid sized S-Type.  Now in my view the X-Type is a stupid 

and pointless car because Jaguar are not meant to be 

small.  A good, self respecting Jaguar is meant to be 6     

metres long, clothed in the skin of 100 cows and garnished 

with the wood of 50 trees, and NOT some silly 3 Series 

sized thing that offers none of the above. 

 

The mid sized S-Type, despite being hideously ugly was 

at least a bigger car and therefore more traditionally 

what Jaguar are meant to be all about.  Fortunately 

when Jaguar was sold to Tata for about the same price 

as a stick of chewing gum costs the Indians did the  

unthinkable and went back to basics. 

 

The old X and S types were binned and a new range 

was created, and this is what bring us here today. 

 

The new XF is a mid sized car, sort of about the same 

size as a 5 Series, and at the top of the range is some-

thing called the XF-R.  What sets the “R” apart from the 

others in the range, including a 2.2 litre diesel is the 5 

litre supercharged V8 engine that produces 375kW and 

over 600Nm, making this an incredibly powerful car in this 

segment. 

 

Now first off I have to tell you that there was one thing 

about the car that I really disliked, and that was the carbon 

fibre look-alike stuff that the dashboard and door inserts 

were made from.  It looks cheap and detracts from the 

beauty of this stunning car.  USE WOOD!  USE REAL       

CARBON FIBRE!!  USE BOTH, but for the sake of all that is 

sacred why use something that looks like cheap crap?  It is 

a bit like having the recipe for the perfect curry, and then 

using dog food instead of lamb. 

 

This particular sacrilege apart, the car is stunningly          

beautiful, and from any angle oozes power, presence and 

aggression.   It is by far one of the nicest looking big sedans 

on the road today. 

Carrington Laughton 



The car is technologically up there with all its rivals, 

which include the Audi A6, BMW 5 Series and             

Mercedes Benz E-Class,  and in terms of overall refine-

ment it gives most of them a pretty good hiding too. 

 

It is however, in this model, when you put your foot 

down that everything comes into place.  To explain, if 

you just wanted a nice civilised Jaguar then you would 

buy the 2.2 diesel or the 3 litre petrol because both of 

them have the same equipment as the R and offer the 

same levels of comfort.  However what they don't have 

is a 0 to 100km/h acceleration time of under 5 seconds, 

and enough mid-range power to change the course of 

an ocean liner. 

 

They do not have four tail pipes and a V8 burble that 

makes pedestrians turn and look, and most of all none 

of the other XF models can offer you the thrill and   

excitement that the R can, and that is what makes this 

model so special.  It is as refined and nice as the others, 

but it has a Mr Hyde personality that comes out when 

the occasion requires. 

 

Under a decent amount of throttle the XF-R sounds like 

a powerboat, and this maritime theme continues right 

through the rev range. 

 

We unleashed the XF-R on our favourite test road, and 

it did brilliantly.  The acceleration and power is one      

aspect of its magic, but there is also very good and     

dynamic handling and the whole… “it a Jag” thing that 

only Jag owners will understand. 

 

In a straight line the XF-R is very quick.  We in fat may 

have accidentally drag raced it against the BMW 650i 

that we were testing at the same time, and the Jaguar 

won, and won well.  We do understand that the Jaguar 

has 75kW more than the 650i, but the point is this, how 

many 650i owners look a their cars and say, “you know I  just 

wish this BMW was more powerful and quicker”?  The  answer 

is simply very, very few because the 650i is a fast and powerful 

car… the Jaguar is just faster and more powerful. 

Would I buy one?  Any day and twice on Sundays.  The XF-R 

appeals to me in ways that Lucy Lui appeals to me in others  It is 

a superb motorcar, and is the quintessential luxury sports     

sedan.  Could you get more in another car?  Maybe, but would 

you want to is the question, and at 

what price?  The XF-R costs a shade 

over a million Rand and for that you 

are getting one of the quickest and 

most refined cars money can buy, so 

if you are the sort of idiot who would 

rather spend half a Bar more on a 

E63 just because it makes a nice 

noise, then go for it.  However if you 

are the sort of person who            

appreciates the finer things in life, 

then look no further because the    

XF-R is definitely one of them. 
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Test car with grateful courtesy 

from Jaguar South Africa 



My friend and editor Carrington had driven the 

S60 T6 AWD R-Design Volvo and he loved it, 

and so did we who were fortunate enough to 

be chauffeured in it. This month Volvo was 

happy to give us the V60 R-Design D5 which is 

a totally different animal all together. This  

station wagon is good looking; from the front it 

looks like any other Volvo however it looks like 

a station wagon from the sides and the back. 

 

Having only driven the S40 T4 I was very glad to 

be given the chance to review the V60 as Volvo has always been 

one of my favourite make of cars. I was very surprised by how 

fast the car was able to pull away from the traffic lights because I 

was always under the impression that diesel cars and                     

especially in station wagons were on par with the tractors 

and the trucks on our national roads. The loud noisy and 

slow putt putt machines that causes traffic jams for          

kilometres on end. The V60 I am so happy to say is not one 

of these types of vehicles. 

 

The V60 D5 is very capable of doing more than 120km/h 

because the powerful turbo charged engine ensures that 

there is enough power under the bonnet of this machine to 

ensure that you owe thousands to the Metro Police in       

outstanding fines if you put your foot flat to the floor and 

not keep your eye of the speedometer, the R design is as we 

found out in the S60 T6 R-design, is a design to add fun to 

the Volvo driving experience and this is very rule applies to 

the Volvo station wagon. 

 

One thing Volvo will never comprise on is safety and        

comfort, the Swedes always seem to be the winners of the 

safety awards.  The V60 is made to the highest standards that the 

Swedes have to offer and that is because cars is the one thing 

that the Swedes are good at building. 

 

 The V60 also comes in a petrol engine as well but what I like 

about the V60 is that you can choose the engine that best suites 

you because you can choose the entry level V60 T3 Essential 

Manual for R 300 000.00 or the top of the Range V60 T6 R-Design 

geartronic for R 512 000.00 as well designing your own car with 

the optional extras that Volvo has to offer for a price. However 

you will need to order your optional extras at the time you buy or 

Volvo as Volvo is not able to fit extras after you receive your car. 

 

Volvo also offer packs there is the Sport pack, the Techno pack, 

the Premium pack, the R-Design Plus pack and the R-Design      

Dirk Reinecke 
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Premium plus pack. So in essence you can 

personalise your S60 so that it says         

something about you, and exactly what you 

want it to say.  The R-Design comes with the 

silver and blue speedometer and rev 

counter, sport pedals, sport gear lever and 

décor interior and I must say that the             

R-Design does add a special something to 

your V60.  

 

The car we had was the V60 D5 Geartronic  

R-design which costs R 454 000.  The 2.5 

litre turbo diesel engine produces a 158kW 

and 440Nm. The car had everything except 

a sun roof. The car had climate control, 

heated seats, electronic driver seat and blue 

tooth as well as USB port. The car also had 

park assist and active Bi-Xenon head lights 

which just added to the makeup of this sta-

tion wagon. 

 

The top speed of the V60 D5 R- Design is 

230 Km/h and this car can reach that very 

easily, so for a diesel this car is definitely not a tortoise but rather 

a rabbit on steroids. A rather over sized rabbit, because the space 

that the S60 has to offer is wonderful.  In fact I was even able to 

lie flat on my back in the boot very comfortably and being over 6 

feet tall there is very few cars that I can actually do that in. 

 

What I did like even more than the look of the car was the drive 

of the car. The car is just awesome to drive the car does not even 

sound like a diesel - in fact the engine so is quiet you think that 

the engine is off when you are idling, and when you are driving 

you don’t even hear the engine even when you are doing over 

100km/h.  The car is so comfortable that when you are doing a 

140km/h it feels like you are doing about 80km/h so keeping an 

eye on the speedometer would be advisable as you will soon be 

adding to the JMPD monthly bonuses in terms of heavy fines.  

 

The V60 handles very nicely.  I was in fact surprised by how well 

the car handled and as this car is slightly larger than sedans I was 

expecting some body roll but there was none and what is even 

nicer is the way the car just sits on the tar around tight corners. 

The gear changes are very smooth thanks to a 6 speed automatic 

gearbox.   Volvo just seems to know how to make a truly balanced 

car.  The steering wheel is very well designed and you can control 

most of the functions from the steering wheel, and these controls 

and functions are very user friendly.  

 

The centre console uses very clever multi-functionality wherein 

you can control many functions from a single control interface so 

to reduce the overall number of buttons and secondly to create a 

single method for controlling everything thus simplifying the 

technology. 

 

Another useful feature that helps you protecting your expensive 

items that you store in the boot is the extended boot cover that 

hides your belongs out of plain sight and the net that extends to 

keep our precious pets out of the leather seats after you have put 

them in the boot.  

 

As I have mentioned before this car is so spacious that should you 

find yourself being kicked out by your better half or worse half 

depending on your  the relationship with your partner, you could 

easily move into your V60 and you could find the leather seats 

more comfortable than your bed or the couch. 

 

Sadly though the V60 is not selling as well as the S40 or S60, in 

fact the XC are selling very well, maybe today’s trend is sedans & 

SUV’s rather than station wagons which are seen as cars of the 

past, but whatever the reason is it seems that station wagons are 

not as popular as they used to be back in the 70’s and the 

80’s. 

 

Now as I am personally not a station wagon person as I 

don't have a big family that needs to cart kinds, bicycles for 

the kids and Zimmer frames for the grandparents, so being 

excess to my needs I would not buy the V60.  However if 

you are blessed with a big family and space always is a 

problem and you want a very nice car that offers you     

comfort and luxury then the V60 is one car you must look 

at. 

Test car with grateful courtesy from 

Volvo Cars South Africa 
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I have always enjoyed small sporty cars, and 

this has been true in my personal purchasing 

capacity too, where my favourite car that I 

owned was a Mini Copper Convertible… hmm, 

but motherhood came along and my baby was 

replaced by another. 

 

The Peugeot RCZ is a very fun and funky         

looking car, it has bumps and curves in places 

that other cars don't even have places.  The 

curved ‘Le Mans’ styled roof is one such example. 

 

It is an Audi TT, but better looking and cheaper. 

 

On the inside the RCZ is awash with technology and 

style.  I was so impressed with the functional and 

sophisticated layout that I instantly assumed this 

car to be worth double what it actually costs… and 

it only costs R 410 000! 

 

Now bear that in mind because the best is yet to 

come… 

 

The engine, a 1600 turbo charged petrol engine, 

produces 147kW, which is only 8kW less than the 

much more expensive Audi TT, and lets face it 8kW 

is about the power a lawn mover puts out, so the 

difference is negligible and inconsequential. 

 

Drive is to the front wheels, and not all four, which 

does make the RCZ not as precise as the TT, but off 

the line it is quicker because the power is available            

immediately and no internal war between traction control 

and four wheel drive systems take place. 

 

Now don’t get me wrong I like the TT too, but for the 

money you can’t go wrong with the RCZ… it is a very good 

alternative, and it is to the TT that the comparison must be 

made because the cars are fundamentally similar and will 

attract the same sort of driver. 

 

One of the things that impressed me the most was the size 

of the boot.  You could easily get several cases of wine, at 

least three dozen Baguettes and two cheese wheels into 

the very generous boot without any difficulty. 

Anel Laughton 



Copyright Naked Motoring 2012 

All Rights Reserved 

The styling is also what grabbed me.  All I can say 

is that it is very sexy and very clever all at the 

same time. 

 

As a functional sports car the RCZ delivers what 

you would expect and more.  It may not be the 

fastest or the most powerful but it sticks in the 

corners like the tyres are made from glue, and for 

added effect there is a retractable rear spoiler 

that will raise and lower at the push of a button.  

Whether it works or not is actually immaterial - it 

just looks good, and that is what these cars are 

about. 

 

FACT: rear spoilers are only effective at speeds in 

excess of 220km/h!  So lets not have this debate.  

I like it and that is all that counts… and so will 

you. 

 

There are seats in the back big enough to accommodate two 

children or two very small adults, and the long flat back      

window does intrude over the back seats facilitating the need 

to put hats on your little ones, but at least unlike the TT, when 

you close the boot you don’t run the risk of bashing your      

kiddies heads in because the RCZ’s back window is fixed and 

not attached to the boot. 

 

French cars are good!  Very good in fact.  They are no longer 

the rubbish from 15 years ago, and this RCZ is testament to 

this progressive leap into the 21st century.  This car comes 

with a proper warranty and much like any other imported car 

of European descent you may have to order special or unusual 

parts and wait for their arrival, but arrive they will.  I have 

heard of Mercedes Benz owners who have had to wait months 

for parts… and Merc have been going for 125 years! 

 

Would I buy one?  As a new mommy, I guess not.  The          

practicality, or restrictions thereto cannot be overlooked, but 

for this reason I had to sell my Mini Cooper too.  However a 

few years younger and a child or two lighter without a doubt!  

I would grab this car with both hands and embrace its French 

curves and manly bulges. 

 

This is a car that makes a statement about its owner, and it 

says, “I have style and sense”. 

Test car with grateful courtesy from  

Peugeot South Africa 
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So we are sitting around a fire enjoying the very first days of 

Autumn and an argument breaks out between a couple I  have 

only known for the best of a whole five minutes about 

whether or not woman are better drivers than men. What was 

said between the two love birds that looked like they may be 

ready for a trail separation or heading straight for a divorce 

was entertaining as the two flung insults at each other about 

how bad each of the sexes drive. 

 

It started making me ask the question is a woman better driver 

then a man? Because if you look at the television adds that 

insurance companies pay huge amounts for, they are always 

offering cheaper rates to women then to men and there has to 

be a reason for this. First for woman offers insurance for 

woman only and I know this to be true      because my wife is 

insured with them. 

 

So I wanted to find out for myself why men are paying so 

much more on their car insurance than women are. Now I 

must admit that I was always under the impression that men 

were better drivers because they just were, it was how Mother 

Nature intended it to be. Sadly though I was wrong because 

the road accident statistics. Put more blame on the men then 

on women. I blame that on the taxis personally because they 

are men, no they are males and they drive like they have a 

death wish and if you read the papers the taxis and buses are 

causing more accidents and deaths then other road users 

thereby giving us men the bad reputation for being such bad 

drivers. 

 

Now as some of you, who have read our previous editions of 

Naked Motoring may have seen my defensive driving story that I 

did with Top Gear Driving Academy in that story I mentioned that 

we have over 500 000 accidents a year, while I did try to get data 

on how many of these are        attributed to men I was unable to 

receive an answer from the companies that I contacted. Informa-

tion was to be forth coming from one company sadly though at 

the time of this article going to print I had received no confirma-

tion on exact figures. 

 

I was however fortunate enough to speak to Gary Ronald from 

the A.A and Shaun Neuhoff from Hollard who both concur that 

woman are the better drivers in the sense that they are risk 

averse and that they do seem to pay more attention to the roads 

then men do. Physiologically they are more aware of what is 

around them than men are. It is I am afraid gents just the way it 

is, there is proof of that also they are more aware of the speed 

limit and the laws that govern the roads then men are. Hence the 

reasons why they get the cheaper rates and get more sympathy 

from the Metro Police then we men do.  

 

Men are more prone to speeding and taking risks that lead to 

fatal accidents more than women are and that is also a fact yes I 

am generalising because the stats show that generally men are 

bigger idiots then women when they get behind the wheel of a 

car. Women are more patient then men and are not in a hurry 

like the men are, that is also a fact. Don’t believe me try going 

window shopping with a female they all the time in the world and 

as long as that dress is on sale they will keep looking at it hoping 

that the man that she loves will take a hint and buy it for her. 

 

Now sometimes being over cautious also leads to accidents and 

mistakes I know because I have made this mistake and nearly 

been reared ended. However if we keep a safe distance between 

ourselves and the car in front of us most accidents can be 

avoided. In my opinion men and women are bad drivers no mat-

ter how you look at it because the 13000 people that die on our 

roads every year tell us so. 



Subaru’s BRZ is screaming out of 

Japanese showrooms, driving 

enthusiasts literally queuing up 

to buy the brand’s compact 

coupe: in the seven weeks fol-

lowing its February domestic 

launch, over 3 500 cars were 

sold, demand outstripping sales 

forecasts by a ratio of four to 

one. 

 

The net effect of this happy 

state of affairs is that there is 

limited stock for international 

markets, a situation which is 

going to impact on Subaru 

Southern Africa (SSA). Adding to 

the tight supply is that the vast 

majority of output from Su-

baru’s Gunma production facil-

ity will go towards the Toyota 

86, which is built on the BRZ 

platform and also relies on Subaru for most drivetrain 

components.  

 

Final launch timing for SA is still to be confirmed, as Su-

baru’s parent company, Fuji Heavy Industries (FHI), ramps 

up production but expect the BRZ to start hitting local 

Subaru dealerships from the fourth quarter of 2012.  

 

SSA’s Marketing Team Leader Ashley Lazarus, has given 

his reassurance that it will be worth waiting for and the 

BRZ will not only have its own visual persona, but will also 

offer a highly-focussed driving experience, designed to 

appeal to the purist.     

 

“Stability and balance have always been core Subaru val-

ues and they will definitely get plenty of this in the BRZ,” 

says Ashley. “Handling integrity is critical and as a result 

we’ve opted for - when compared to the Toyota 86 - 

firmer suspension settings and other refinements to pro-

vide razor-sharp handling, giving the BRZ a very distinct 

feel.  It’ll be perfectly at home in the track day environ-

ment, yet still feel brilliant on roads that keen drivers 

dream about. ” 

 

Another distinction will be Subaru’s trademark World 

Rally Blue Mica bespoke colour, presently making up a 

third of all BRZ sales in Japan.  

 

The BRZ will also be something of a first for SSA, being the 

first Subaru sold locally to be two-wheel-drive,  feeding as 

it does torque to the wishbone-suspended rear axle via 

either a six-speed manual or six-speed automatic gearbox.  

 

Subaru has overseen engineering, research and develop-

ment, and testing on the BRZ/86 project and has provided 

the 2.0-litre normally-aspirated FA-generation Boxer en-

gine, now fettled with direct fuel injection to provide 147 

kW and 205 Nm. An exceptionally low centre of gravity 

(thanks to the horizontally-opposed engine), compact 

dimensions (the wheelbase is just 2 570 mm), and a mod-

est kerb mass (by virtue of features such as an aluminium 

bonnet) make this a highly responsive car in all respects, 

in line with the product concept of ‘Pure Handling De-

light’.  

 

Subaru Southern Africa’s local engineering team is in the 

process of running local validation testing, including as-

sessing aspects such as performance at altitude and fuel 

suitability, on pilot units. Based on these results, model 

specifications and pricing will be finalised and announced 

later this year. A number of further production units have 

been secured for a press launch early in the second half.  

 

“Every detail of the BRZ has been honed with driving en-

joyment in mind, and the overall experience will be pure 

Subaru,” concludes Ashley. “Test reviews by the interna-

tional media thus far reveal the BRZ driving experience to 

be one of absolute delight and grin-inducing thrills, with 

some going as far as to say that it is the best sports car to 

come out of Japan since the Honda NSX. We know the 

Subaru faithful are champing at the bit, as are our dealers, 

and we will be doing everything in our power to get cars 

here as soon as possible. Who knows, some buyers may 

even get one as an early Christmas present!”  
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•    Ford Ranger takes on 3 500km of South African roads  

•    Top online personalities to relay event information live 

from Ford’s new Ranger 

•    Ford Ranger will be transformed into a mobile WiFi hot-

spot for the Blacktop Rally 

 

PRETORIA, South Africa, 25 April, 2012: Ford Motor Company 

of Southern Africa (FMCSA) is hitting the long road with Ford’s 

new Ranger on this year’s Blacktop Rally. The exclusive event 

takes place from 29 April until 4 May 2012 and will see teams 

traversing 3 500km of back roads, race-circuits and party ven-

ues across seven South African cities. 

 

The event gets underway in Johannesburg and passes through 

Clarens, Bloemfontein, East London, Port Elizabeth and Knysna 

before culminating in Cape Town. 

 

Online personalities Brent Spilkin, Dale Imerman and Mark 

Hamburger will pilot Ford’s new Ranger on the event. The trio 

will film and photograph the adventure and broadcast it back 

to the public via Twitter, Facebook and an interactive website.  

 

The team will be armed with GoPro HD HERO2 cameras to 

capture elements of the journey in full HD. While the Ford 

Ranger is moving, it will be transformed into a mobile WiFi 

hotspot for other non-driving Blacktop Rally team members to 

access while in the vicinity of the vehicle.  

 

The team will navigate their journey using the latest TopGear 

Edition TomTom Navigation that features the voice of Jeremy 

Clarkson. The Ford Ranger will also be fitted with a tracking 

device that links up to a real-time location on a map on the 

team’s website. The map will display the route travelled with 

geotagged blog posts, photos, videos and stories in order for 

the public to enjoy the event as it happens.  

 

In preparation for the event, the team equipped themselves by 

participating in Fords Driving Skills For Life course where they 

learnt defensive driving skills, fuel saving, economy tricks and 

overall safety tips that all drivers should have at their disposal. 

These will be shared along the way through photography and 

real-life examples as the team encounters different challenges 

along the way. 

 

On route the convoy will stop past various race tracks such as 

Phakisa in Welkom and Aldo Scribante in Port Elizabeth, where 

they will have the opportunity to unleash their vehicles on safe 

and sanctioned circuits or alternatively they can experience the 

thrill of being driven by professional race drivers 

 

But it’s not all about who can set the fastest lap time. The team 

will also be keeping a close check on their fuel economy in 

particular during the longest stretch of the journey, from 

Bloemfontein to East London. The public will be invited to esti-

mate the team’s fuel economy with the winner taking home a 

TopGear Edition TomTom Navigation unit as well as a Driving 

Skills For Life course. 

 

The public can visit www.blacktoplive.co.za to view the real-

time maps, geotagged content and the unique social charity 

element called #PayItFord which allows the public to engage 

with Ford South Africa on Twitter to unlock money for a charity 

cause. 

 

The Missionvale Care Centre operates in the extremely poor 

informal township of Missionvale in Port Elizabeth which is 

situated near Ford’s Struandale assembly plant. It provides love 

and care for the poor and destitute, with particular emphasis 

on those living with HIV/AIDS. The Ford bloggers will be asking 

the public to unlock R40 000 by following Ford South Africa’s 

page on Twitter. The charity will be presented with the funds 

raised when the rally reaches Port Elizabeth.  
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I must start by saying that I have never been 

wild about Peugeot cars.  I accept that they 

are well made, drive nicely, offer good fuel 

efficiency and represent good value for 

money, but they have never inspired me… 

until now that is. 

 

The Peugeot 508 GT was delivered and I 

thought, how can they call a big four door 

sedan with a diesel engine a “GT”?  Has the 

naming stupidity that plagues many other manufacturers 

reached the French shores? 

 

Well, in truth I am not sure why the car is called a 

“GT”.  Quite simply because any self-respecting 

Grand Tourer is firstly a two-door car, and usually 

very quick and powerful… so, I guess the name 

may be wrong, but that aside what is the rest of 

the car like. 

 

The short answer is fantastic!  The 508 GT, which 

costs on R 420 000 is a full-house luxury car.  In 

fact the spec level in it is so high that you are 

always left wondering why it is so cheap.  This is 

because to get any similar competitive product, 

with the same equipment level would probably 

cost you somewhere in the region of R 600 000. 

 

The car has integrated GPS (with split screen / 

dual display modes), LED lighting (inside and out), 

electrically adjustable heated seats WITH         

massage function, cruise control, integrated rear 

Carrington Laughton 

privacy blinds, a JBL premium sound system, Bluetooth, 

heads-up display, USB & iPod connectivity, fully automatic       

headlights and windscreen wipers, keyless entry and start, 

four-zone climate control, and so the list goes on, and on, 

and on.  If you can think of it then there is a good chance so 

did Peugeot AND the best part is all of this comes standard. 

 

Seating in the 508 is very comfortable, and because the car is 

relatively long there is more than sufficient rear legroom for 

tall adult passengers. 

 

On a long trip, which I took, the 508 GT is a very nice long 
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distance traveller.  There is plenty power to 

get up to some fairly decent speeds, and 

combined with the class leading comfort 

levels that the car has to offer, I would say 

that Rand for Rand you will struggle to do 

better. 

 

The engine comprises a 2.2 litre turbo      

diesel offering which produces 150kW and 

a very healthy 450Nm.  The changing of 

gears is taken care of by a very smooth 6 

speed automatic gearbox, which has a  

manual mode, sport mode, winter mode 

and paddles on the steering column.  All in 

all a very nice engine package… but not 

quite! 

 

Unfortunately the ONLY fault that this car 

has is horrific turbo lag if you jump on the 

accelerator when the car is stopped.  We 

tested this and for the first 25 metres a  

person can run faster than this car pulls off.  However hell 

and damnation are not quite on the table yet, because the 

car may make a crappy dragster, but in normal driving       

conditions where we don’t pull of from every light by 

stamping down on the accelerator you won’t notice the 

turbo lag.  Of course the positive in this is once the turbo 

kicks in it makes up for any lost time, and very quickly.  In 

fact for a big diesel passenger car the 508 sprints from 0 to 

100km/h in about 8 seconds, which is not bad at all. 

 

Then there is the 508 secret weapon… fuel efficiency! 

 

This car WILL do over 1000km on a single tank, and the tank 

capacity is 72 litres, which gives an average fuel usage    

figure of around 5 litres per 100 km, and in a car of this size 

is really good. 

 

I think that I have finally found a Peugeot that I really like, and 

if this model is anything to go by, then the future of Peugeot 

models looks very bright.  For R 420 000 you are getting a hell 

of a lot of car, and also remember that the GT is the top of the 

range model, so from about R 285 000 you can get yourself 

into a 508, however rather save up some more and get the GT, 

because this is a car that you can live with and enjoy for a very 

long time. 

Test car with grateful courtesy from 

Peugeot South Africa 



Ever since I was old enough to watch movies 

I was intrigued by the antics and adventures 

of the immortal James Bond, MI-6 agent 

007, licensed to kill and all that other good 

stuff.  Maybe he is responsible for me         

pursing a career in the intelligence sector 

fighting crime and/or evil for 20 years     

before venturing into motoring journalism… 

makes you wonder! 

 

I loved the toys and gadgets that Bond used.  He always had 

the coolest stuff, and was at the forefront along with his 

Omega watch and vodka martini was his Aston Martin with 

which he pursued crime and or evil everywhere it was to be 

found.  I fell in love with Aston Martin, and I have always 

liked their cars… except the Lagonda because firstly it was 

ugly and  secondly Mr Bond would not be caught dead in 

one. 

 

Our test Aston Martin though, the Vantage S was a very, 

very beautiful car and was bathed in a magnificent blue 

colour.  Mr Bond would approve! 

 

In fact the entire current Aston Martin product range 

are stunning and quite possibly the best looking cars on 

the road… 

 

So what is it like behind the wheel I hear you ask… well 

be patient because there is much ground to cover     

before you can just jump inside one. 

 

Firstly you have to take three steps back and admire the 

stunning curves and lines, and then pay attention to the finer 

detail like the carbon fibre diffuser below the back bumper, 

and the carbon fibre splitter below the front spoiler.  There 

are aluminium air intake covers on the bonnet, which apart 

from looking very cool allow heat from the 4.7 litre V8 to 

escape.  There are beautiful chrome and aluminium gills on 

the side of each front fender… and so the list goes on. 

 

Then you open the door, and the elegance continues. 

 

Immaculately stitched, tailored and finished leather seats 

await.  Equally beautiful display dials forged from what looks 

like titanium, all of which are lit in brilliant blue light.   

 

Attention to detail clearly is Aston Martin’s forte, and they 

Carrington Laughton 

Copyright Naked Motoring 2012 

All Rights Reserved 



are very, very good at it! 

Now for the fun part… 

 

Insert the ‘key’ called… an Emotional Control Device into a 

crystal slot, press it in and the V8 roars to life.  The civilised 

demon has awoken. 

 

Three words flash across one of the display screens… Pure 

Aston Martin.  The journey is about to begin. 

 

In terms of equipment the Vantage S is a luxury car.  It has all 

the necessary mod-cons that you would expect in a luxury 

sporter.  Climate control, navigation and the like. 

Now there are two ways to select a forward gear.  You can 

either press a button on the centre console marked “D” or you 

can simply pull the paddle shift lever… My preference is the 

paddle shift. 

 

The Aston Martin has a manual, 7 speed, single clutch gearbox 

but is not confined to the convention of a clutch pedal and 

stick shift.  Oh, no this one uses only the paddles.  Gear 

changed are admittedly a bit jerky owing to the single clutch 

system, but are far from uncomfortable.  In automatic mode 

however the gear changes are, but the question begs, “why 

would you drive a manual in automatic mode?”  It is a bit 

like drinking alcohol free beer.  It may taste the same, but 

its not really the same. 

 

Reversing is achieved by simply pressing a button marked 

“R”. 

 

The steering in the Vantage S is very precise, and han-

dling, even in our topless test car was very, very good.  

That’s right our Vantage S was the roadster version, and if 

I can say so quite possibly the best looking convertible for 

sale anywhere! 

 

When driven at low speeds, or rather low revs the       

Vantage S is very quiet and civilised.  You could sneak 

home in the middle of the night without waking a single 
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neighbour.  Sneaking out however is a bit more tricky  

because on start-up, every time, the car lets out a very 

intoxicating and highly pleasurable roar. 

 

Now another favourite driving feature was a little 

round button named “SPORT”, which when pressed 

changes the engine mapping and delivers all the power 

and lots of exhaust note… wonderful stuff.  To hell with 

the neighbours!  They can sleep later, and besides you 

are driving an Aston Martin and so does Mr Bond, and 

he doesn't care for his neighbours so neither should 

you! 

 

Acceleration in the Vantage S is quick, not brutally 

quick but still quick enough to set you apart from the 

rest.  The 4.7 litre V8 produces 321kW and 490Nm 

which is sufficient to propel you from zero to 100km/h 

in under 5 seconds and offers a top speed of 305km/h, 

which we all agree is very fast. 

 

In and around the suburbs the car drives and handles nicely, 

as it should.  Parking is easy and manoeuvring through traffic 

is a breeze, bar the significant blind spots that the canvas soft 

top suffers from. 

 

Out on the open road however is where this car really           

belongs.  It is a magnificent cruiser, offering comfort and          

performance in abundance.  This car is so nice in this           

environment that you could just get into it and drive all day 

without tiring, and the occasional fuel stop would afford       

admiring bystanders a chance to look on in envy at your  

beautiful Aston Martin. 

 

This type of car is not just a driving machine, but rather a spoil 

of success. 

They are expensive, ours for example costs around the R 2.2M 

mark, but there is a very good reason for that, well two very 

good reasons actually.  The first is because with the purchase 

of one you get exclusivity and secondly because they are hand 

built, and as we know everything built by hand costs more.  

Simple, logical, and sensible. 

 

This is a car for Mr Bond, and others like him who possess a 

very select set of qualities, the only question you need to ask 

yourself is this, “am I worthy?” 

Test car with grateful courtesy from 

Aston Martin South Africa (Daytona Group) 
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Dear Naked Motoring. 
 
I think your relentless attack on Mercedes Benz is the funniest 
thing I have ever seen. 
 
I especially loved your April fools bit you pulled on them.  C Cup 
or C Class - brilliant!!! 
 
I was just wondering is Jamie Oliver is allowed to buy and drive 
a Merc, he is after all The Naked Chef??  Food for thought! 
 
Keep up the good work and keep the stories coming. 
 
Yours truly. 
 
Jefferson from Thembisa 
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g.
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g.

Hi Naked Motorin
g.
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g.    
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Hi. 

 

When will you be reviewing the Ferrari FF?  

I think it is a stupid car but would like to hear your views? 
 

Kevin Aaronson 
Bramley, Johannesburg 

If you would like to write to us, we will       

happily publish your letters. 

 

Please write to info@nakedmotoring.co.za 
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Dear Naked Motoring Editor. 
 
What is your view of the Toyota vs. Land Rover debate 
that seems to have gone on for the last century? 
 
Curious. 
 
Cape Town. 

Hi Kevin. 
 

I attended the FF launch in Johannesburg a couple months ago and I can assure you that there is nothing stupid about the FF.  Unconventional maybe, but        stupid definitely not. 
 

To answer your question, we should be getting our test model sometime soon.  There was a strike in Italy which caused production delays, but they stopped being communists and have returned to work, so        anytime soon is what we are hoping.  

Just keep checking! 

Hi. 

 

I own a Land Rover Defender, and can say that from 

the Land Rover owners’ side there is no silliness. 

 

You don't see Land Rovers with “Toyota Recovery       

Vehicle” stickers on it, but you do see it the other way 

around quite a lot. 

 

To answer your question… it is an inability for Toyota 

Land Cruiser owners to accept that their thirsty, big, 

heavy fuel guzzlers are as good as a leaner, tougher 

and more reliable vehicle. 

 

Hope this helps! 

Hi Jefferson. 

 

I like the way you think! 

 

Fear not, Mr Naked Chef will be contacted and asked this very, very 

pertinent question. 

 

Glad you like the publication and our sense of humour. 



About a year ago we began asking to test 

the new McLaren MP4-12C and when the 

agents, Daytona Group eventually came 

back to us with test dates I was filled with 

elation. 

 

McLaren in racing has always represented 

the cutting edge of motoring technology, 

and from what I heard so did the new road 

car... except almost every reviewer called 

the car “clinical”, and this bothered me. 

 

The MP4-12C has a funny name, and admittedly one that 

would normally be associated with some type of electronic 

product... “my MP4-12C can download faster than the older 

model”... “my MP4-12C has a billion gigabytes of 

RAM”... and so on, however that is only because cars 

usually have actual names, like Golf or Rio, and  

sometimes even numbers that denote the model and 

engine size like 320d... and when you say just those 

names people automatically know what you are       

talking about, but those are cars for mere mortals 

and are as different from the McLaren as cats are 

from dogs. 

 

So get your mind around the name and think of it 

rather as a ‘signature to greatness’. 

 

Our test model was bathed in a colour called ‘fire 

black’ which was in essence a metallic black with red 

sparkles... quite possibly the nicest colour I have ever 

seen on a car in my life! 

From the front and side the McLaren’s styling is a bit      

generic, in that it was designed in a wind tunnel and           

therefore has the same sort of profile of most other        

supercars.  This however is a good thing, because the car is 

therefore incredibly aerodynamic.  At the back however it  

is all McLaren and I believe that Batman had a role in the  

design process.  The car is menacing, and considering that 

the view most people will have of it is from the back, this 

alone makes a statement... “move over peasant and make 

way for your betters”. 

 

Then you open the wing-style door and the world you enter 

is unlike anything else I have ever seen.  The first thing that 

I notice is how comfortable the seating position is, much 

like the Ferrari 458 Italia, but unlike the 458 the McLaren is 

Carrington Laughton 
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void of anything that could be considered                 

unnecessary.  This is a fat-free milkshake to the       

extreme!  The centre console is narrow because the 

display screen has been turned sideways in a 

‘portrait’ configuration.  There is no excess at all. 

 

I reckon when McLaren were designing this car they 

got a huge bin full of parts and a scale, and only the 

lightest of components were used.  There is NO        

satellite navigation, reverse camera or luggage straps, 

because you don’t need them and that stuff is heavy.  

The reverse light comprises two tiny LED lights,       

because it’s all you need and anything more would 

weigh more.  The same applies to the tail lights and 

indicators – just enough to get the job done.  There 

are NO door handles but instead sensors that unlock 

the doors when they feel you are near, which              

admittedly is really, really cool and compliments the 

overall aesthetic of the car. 

 

And so the diet process carries on... and on! 

 

However after all this meticulous weight shaving what you 

have is a car that is firstly the lightest it could ever be, and 

secondly a purpose built race machine... that is road legal, and 

that is comfortable enough to use every day. 

 

The power plant that gives the MP4-12C life is a 3.8 litre twin 

turbo charged V8 engine, which produces 441kW and 600Nm 

AND it can rev all the way up to 8500 r.p.m!  Acceleration is 

therefore brutally quick with zero to 100km/h arriving in just 

3.1 seconds and zero to 200km/h in only 8.9 seconds.  Now 

whilst this may all sound a bit technical allow me to illustrate.  

A Volkswagen Golf R, which is considered by most to be very 

fast will get from 0 to 100km/h in around 6 seconds.  The 

McLaren in the same time will be doing 160km/h.  This is what 

proper power is all about, and not the publicly perceived 

power that some silly hot hatches offer.  The top speed of 

330km/h incidentally with your foot flat will arrive in around 

50 seconds!  Need I say more!! 

The engine, despite its immense power, when driven sedately 

will return a very generous 11.7 litres per 100km, which is 

about the same as a Golf R.  However when you put your foot 

down the 72 litre fuel tank will empty in a couple hundred 

kilometres, but will be so worth it! 

 

Being behind the wheel of the McLaren is an experience to 

behold.  As mentioned earlier many other reviewers, now 

known commonly as idiots call the car ‘clinical’ but they could 

not be more far from the truth.  The car is precise.  Very       

precise.  It is purpose built with one objective in mind and that 

is to create the ultimate road legal race machine.  There is 

technology in this car that is unseen in other supercars, things 

like brake steer (where the brakes assist in steering).   

 

The car’s phenomenal performance cannot be attributed to 

the engine alone, but also to the gearbox and superlight       

construction.  The gearbox is a 7 speed dual clutch setup, 

which offers lightning quick gear changes either automatically 

or using the paddle shift lever.  The car also has something 

called ‘pre-cog’ which in short means that before changing 

gear you just gently tap the paddle shift lever to indicate what 

gear you would like to select next, and the car 

then lines up the gears for even quicker and 

seamless changes.  All of this is just very, very 

clever... not clinical! 

 

The controls in the car are also very clever and 

incredibly easy to operate, including the       

Meridian entertainment system, which whilst 

not being the best I have ever seen is certainly 

up there with the best of the best.  Everything 

is nicely laid out and easily within reach. 

 

Then there is a button called “ACTIVE”.  Now 

there are two dials to configure the special 

programmes the car has to offer.  One for the 

suspension (and related ancillaries) and the 

other for the engine & gearbox (and their       

related ancillaries).  There are three settings, 

which each dial can select independently, 

namely N(ormal), S(port) and T(rack) and once 
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had most of the carbon fibre bits, which was really nice and 

easy on the eye. 

 

This is a car built without compromise, for an individual who 

does things without compromise.  Yes, you have choices of 

other models like the Ferrari 458 Italia, but at the end of the 

day if it is a purpose built race car you seek then look no       

further.  It looks evil and on the road it is evil personified, but 

before devouring you it will tip its Bowler hat and extend a 

polite greeting. 

 

So forewarn your bank manager, sell the kids and take      

yourself down to McLaren on Rivonia Road in Sandton and put 

your John Hancock on the dotted line, and that will be your 

signature to greatness. 

you have chosen your flavour of poison for 

the moment then to bring it all to life all you 

need to do is press the “ACTIVE” button, and 

then best you be holding on tight.  My         

personal preference was to set the             

suspension to ‘sport’ and the engine &        

gearbox to ‘track’.  This gave me a very quick 

and dynamic drive with maximum                 

performance, but not an uncomfortable 

drive, as the suspension is not too hard.  We 

after all don’t drive on perfectly smooth race 

tracks. 

 

Now with immense power comes immense 

braking, and the McLaren is not short of    

either.  The brakes on our test car were       

normal, very big but normal, steel brakes, 

which is a break in convention from the 

‘industry standard’ carbon ceramic jobbies 

that are usually associated with these types 

of cars.  However despite this the cars         

braking is incredibly good, and it has a secret weapon being an 

air brake.  What happens here is the rear spoiler under certain 

braking conditions flips vertically to create massive amounts 

of drag, thus slowing the car down.  The air brake in fact has 

about the same braking power on its own as a Golf R.  The car 

will go from 100km/h to zero in 3 seconds, 200km/h to zero in 

5 seconds and 300km/h to zero in 7.7 seconds which is quick 

enough to rearrange your facial features! 

 

Now being a unique individual you may want your MP4-12C to 

stand out from the rest, and fear not there are loads of      

options available to customise your dream car.  Things like 

carbon fibre trim for both the interior and exterior, and if you 

so desire for the engine bay too.  Then you can also upgrade 

and add to the entertainment system with things like satellite 

navigation.  Our test car was relatively highly specified and 

Test car with grateful courtesy from  

McLaren South Africa (Daytona Group) 
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The Naked Motoring McLaren MP4-12C video review can 

be viewed at http://youtu.be/pAqxaAj0kRY  



When people think of an AMG Mercedes 

Benz they think of something supremely 

powerful and very expensive, and in many 

respects they would be correct. 

 

So when I took myself off to a local         

Mercedes Benz dealership to test drive the 

CLS 63 AMG I pretty much was expecting 

certain things. 

 

The new CLS is a nice looking car.  Long flowing lines and 

the funkiest headlights I have seen in a long time adorn 

the car.  Big wheels and even bigger tail pipes ooze the 

impression of menace and power, and that the car is, but 

is it a sensible buy? 

 

The answer is no. 

 

The CLS 63 AMG quite simply is too powerful and the  

engine too big for the car.  The 6.2 litre turbo charged 

engine produces more power and torque than the car, the 

drive train and the wheels can process, thus making it 

quite pointless. 

 

It makes no sense to have more power than the car can 

process because no matter how you try you just can’t use 

all the power that is available and that in my book is 

wasteful. 

 

About as wasteful and throwing away half-eaten food in 

Ethiopia. 

 

The one good thing is the engine noise.  Yes, it is very nice 

and the V8 burble makes the whole experience exciting 

and worthwhile, but the V8 burbles at 60km/h too… 

 

In terms of interior equipment the big Merc seems to 

have most of it all, but you just can’t help feel that the 

designers should have retired in the 60’s because the 

overall layout is very familiar to other and earlier models… 

in other words, nothing special. 

 

For a car that costs the best part of a million and a bit 

Rand you would expect something special and you just 

don’t seem to get it in this car. 

 

In the corners the car wants to kill you, and despite having 

lots of traction control it is still quite twitchy and feels 

unsafe, and when the traction control kicks in there is a 

battle between the engine and the other electronics to kill 

one another, and invariably the traction control wins and 

sucks all the power up and thus sucks up the fun in life 

too.  OK you can turn the driver aides off, but then you 

must know where the nearest tyre shop is because this 

tail happy animal will shred through a set of rear tyres in a 

few kilometres. 

 

So what is better?  Walking for one is safer, but not       

necessarily better.  A Jaguar XF-R is better, will deliver the 

same performance and quite honestly looks better too. 

 

So go drive one for the experience but buy the Jag! 

Dirk Reinecke 

Test car with grateful courtesy of 

Cargo Motors 
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Pay attention because this is a competition that 
you don’t want to miss… 

 
Picture this… it is a cold and dark morning, 

the car is packed, the cooler box is chilled and 
these words resonate through the morning 

air… 
 

Road trip, road trip, road trip… 
 

So send us your best road trip photographs and the winning entry will 
win a beautiful leather briefcase by Mercedes benz. 

 
There is no limit as to how many pictures you send us, and the winning 

photos will be published. 
 

Send your entries to info@nakedmotoring.co.za 
 

Competition closes 31 july and the judges decision is final... 
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Honda have always been viewed as the car 

of choice of people who like to play bowls 

instead of action cricket.  The car of choice 

for people who prefer comfortable shoes 

instead of Jimmy Choo’s.  The car of choice 

for people who prefer Ademus instead of 

Avicii.  Yes, that’s right this has always been 

the car for the older generation, the      

retiree, and the pensioner, yet despite this 

very apparent marketing phenomenon I 

have never fully understood why. 

 

Hondas do not exude the same geriatric sense of style 

that has come from other Japanese brands, like Lexus yet 

for some reason the blue hair gang would rather buy one 

than a Lexus… 

 

The 1800 Civic sedan is priced between about R 220 000 

and R 285 000 odd, and I am embarrassed to say that we 

have no idea which of the 3 models we tested as all 3 

come in both manual (which we had) and automatic, and 

all are materially very similar.  I suspect 

though that the Honda press car would 

have been the top-of-the-range Executive 

model, as most press cars are. 

 

When you look at the car there is no 

sense of ‘old fartiness’ about it.  The        

styling is modern and the car actually 

looks pretty good.  It has four doors, lots 

of space, a big boot and lots of toys and 

technology… not the sort of thing you 

would expect Granny to appreciate. 

 

Inside the car the modern and up-to-date 

styling continues.  There is a large digital speedometer and 

all sort of other modern touches.  Standard equipment  

includes climate control, cruise control, multi-function 

steering wheel and USB / MP3 connectivity. 

 

The drive of the Civic sedan is admittedly nothing to get 

worked up about, it neither enjoyable or dull, but as far as 

basic transportation is concerned the car meets most        

requirements. 

 

Handling however is actually quite good, and the Civic has a 

solid and planted feel about it. 

 

In terms of the ‘fun-o-meter’ unfortunately the Civic scores 

badly, but sometimes, especially when you have lived a 

good life, you are not looking for fun, but rather stability 

and this car delivers the latter in abundance. 

 

Our test car was painted in the same colour blue that our 

Anel Laughton 
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test Aston Martin was, which is very striking and not very old 

school.  This I think would be for the younger ‘old soul’ who for 

reasons that I can’t explain would buy one. 

 

I am still in my 20’s and my husband has just turned 40, and 

neither of us would buy the Civic, not even if you take its pretty 

good value for money onto consideration. 

 

The Civic sedan is a balding grey haired man with a ponytail… 

trying to be something that it is not, and that is exciting and 

sporty.  Honda should really get back to basics and package the 

car for its intended customer. 

It is a good car, a very good car even, just not one that anyone 

sub-60 should drive. 

 

This is a pimped out Zimmerframe, which 17 inch mags and a 

kick-ass sound system.  Funky but still a Zimmerframe, and 

that’s OK because not everything can be fun and sporty.          

Sometimes you need the responsible and sedate experiences 

too. 

 

I therefore conclude that the Civic sedan is good, just not      

designed for the right customer.  Give it flat shoes, knee high 

socks and a sun brolly and it will be the happiest car in town. 

Test car with grateful courtesy from 

Honda South Africa 
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Rabbits, rabbits, rabbits… 

 

OK now that I am calm, the question 

that needs to be answered is why 

would you need to go around a         

corner fast?  Well, there are many 

reasons.  People, bad people with 

medication may be chasing you, or 

maybe just the Devil… in any event 

there is nothing more thrilling that being able to master the art of 

high speed cornering. 

 

The most important aspects of this are braking, steering,             

acceleration and line control.  First braking. 

 

Always brake harder and later.  Do not ride the brakes into 

a corner otherwise you heat them up too much and then 

they stop working, and that requires a completely          

different set of skills.  You need to anticipate the braking 

before you touch the pedal, and you need to brake just 

the right amount.  Only trial and error will give you the 

experience to work this out.  Just practice in someone 

else’s car.  Don’t lock the brakes or you will crash!! 

 

Now for steering.  Be precise, and don’t cross your hands.  

Keep them at the ten-to-two position, and if the back 

slides out carefully correct by steering INTO the corner 

and not with it (see right photo).  This will correct your 

mistake and get you safely to the other side. 

The Savage 

Then acceleration.  The general rule of thumb is slow in and fast 

out, so once you have made the turn you need to put power to the 

road to get through the corner fast… but again you must know just 

how much throttle to apply.  Practice, practice, practice… and I 

would suggest at slower speeds first. 

 

Then lastly taking the prefect line.  In an ideal world you must use 

the whole road.  The straighter the line you take through a corner 

the faster you can take it.  Come in from wide, come through it tight 

and exit wide again.  That is the perfect line.  Now off you go and 

make me proud! 





In June... 
 

We drive the flagship Audi A8 W12 

 

The Abarth 500 sting… how mean is 

it? 

 

Ford’s Kuga put to the sword 

 

The best bakkie yet?  The Ford Ranger 

3.2 Wildtrak given a working over 

 

We explore the Fiat Punto Multiair 

 

The feature rich Lexus LS600h is ours 

for the probing 

Which Mercedes Benz will be ours next for 

the testing…? 

 

The baby Volvo C30 D2 flexes its diesel       

powered muscles for us 

 

More useful information courtesy of The  

Savage…  God help us all! 

 

The Knysna Hillclimb report 

 

Launch reports, news and current events 

 

Plus loads more fun, exiting, informative and 

interesting stories 
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