
I have always liked Aston Martin’s cars. 

 

They epitomise everything good that a car should be, however 

from time to time even the Greats sometimes go mad and have 

to be shot.  

 

Many of you will remember James Bond and his DB5 fitted with 

rockets, machine guns, oil slick sprays, retractable armour        

plating  and the legendary ejector seat.  Now that was a really 

nice car, and is regarded as one the best all-time classics. 

 

However not too long thereafter Aston Martin announced that 

they were going to make a large executive car to rival the best 

of the best.  So they went to the best designers and engineers 

of the time… but none of them were at home, so instead of 

waiting for them to return they went to the nearest pet shop 

and bought a dyslexic Baboon, 3 blind parrots, a 2 legged dog and 6 rats, which became the design team that birthed what 

was, quite possibly the worst and ugliest car of all time.  For example the Ssangyong Stavic is horrible and looks its best 

when on fire, but the Lagonda, and EVEN WORSE the Lagonda Wagon were disgusting even by 70’s British motoring       

standards.  The Lagonda was so overpriced and unpopular that Aston Martin only made and sold 645 cars in the 12 year’s 

of its production. 

 

The exterior was made from sheet metal found only on the planet Zygorn, 

which was so thick & dense that it made the car one of the heaviest          

standard production cars of all time!!  The Maybach 63 is lighter!!!  It       

despite being the shape of a door stop had the aerodynamic properties of a 

block of flats, and from any angle was completely flat and lifeless.  Then you 

opened the door… inside the Lagonda was an oversized Rover SD1 dressed 

in a leather S&M outfit… a horrific and frightening place to be. 

 

The reason for this was ownership.  You see Aston Martin was started in 

1941 by Mr. David Brown of David Brown Limited and kicked off with the 

launch of the DB (David 

Brown) 1 (now you learned something new!) and they continued to make 

good cars for 30 years, however in the early 1970’s AM was sold to      

William Wilson, who on-sold it a couple years later to Sprague & Minden 

who hired the Baboons, Parrots and the lot to create the Frankenstein of 

motoring.  Fortunately they sold Aston Martin in the early 80’s and in fact 

between 1970 and 1990 it sold 5 times!  Eventually Ford picked it up in 

the mid-90’s and the rest, as they say, is history. 

  

The engine was a 5.4 litre V8 which developed 242kW and 508Nm, but 

because the car weighed over 3000kg the result was a power to mass 

ratio of 80kW per ton, which is about the same as a Fiat 500… not exactly 

exciting stuff.  Top speed was reputedly 230 km/h, but you would 

reach the edge of the world before the top speed could be achieved. 

 

Now why are you being told all of this, and why am I feeding you 

thoughts and images that will haunt your dreams for years?   

 

The answer is a simple one, firstly so that we never allow history to 

repeats itself so badly, and secondly because coming up at some point 

in the not too distant future will be a NM road test of the Aston     

Martin Rapide, which is the first 4-door Aston since the joyous death 

of the Lagonda… admittedly they don't have to put in a lot of effort to 

beat the Lagonda, but to regain some respect in the luxury 4-door 

sports car market will take a HUGE amount of work.  So watch this 

space because this WILL be a good one. 

The dictionary definition of ugly… The Aston Martin Lagonda of 1979 

This is what a dissected Gremlin looks like... 

There is nowhere in or on the car that is nice 

The Lagonda Wagon -  the product of a properly mad scientist… 

By Carrington Laughton 


