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What is it about Italians? 

 

They are the only nation on earth who can make a toaster and 

win 400 design awards for it. 

 

There is just something about the way they see things, and in 

many respects their eye for style and design is unmatched.  Did 

you know that some of Italy’s biggest and most famous vehicle 

designers spend more time designing kitchen appliances than 

cars?  Well, now you do! 

 

The Alfa Romeo MiTo is no exception!  From the second you 

see it you know it’s an Alfa Romeo and the designer is Italian. 

Before stepping inside the MiTo I walked around it admiring 

and following every little line and curve looking for                      

imperfections of some sort, but my search was unsuccessful.  

The damn thing is just a mass of flowing lines that effortlessly 

begin and end in all the right places. 

 

Every time I hear of a manufacturer launching a new “small car” 

I have to wonder if it will work, and secondly to what will it 

compare.  The benchmark of the small car is the VW Polo, and 

it is admittedly not a bad car.  I personally would rather dive 

onto a box of darts than own a VW, but I can’t get around the 

fact that it is a good car. 

 

The question is thus, does the MiTo QV meet and beat the 

benchmark?  God, I hope so!! 

 

The MiTo is a “small car”, and priced at around R 245 000 for 

the 1.4 turbo version we tested it is a bit more expensive than 

say a VW Polo Vivo, but then again we have tested the Vivo and 

to be honest, to compare the two would be sinful, morally    

reprehensible and punishable by death in some more            

uncivilized countries. 

 

If the car was 50% bigger it would be a Mazerati.  The small 

1400 engine with its little turbo charger produces 125 Kw, 

which in a car the size of a shoe is very impressive. 

 

It also just looks mean!  

From the front it has 

bulging shoulders and 

the effect is brilliant.  

The car looks like a   

genuine sports coupe.  I 

realise that the MiTo 

opposition is now the 

Mini Cooper, the Volvo 

C30 or the BMW 1 Series 

(2 door).  The VW, and other assorted cheapies fall into the 

background.  They are not competition any longer.  However 

the MiTo is priced just right.  It is cheaper than the BMW and 

the Mini and about the same as the Volvo (not the T5) so it falls 

perfectly into the middle somewhere, which makes it a serious            

contender for the R250k car shopper looking for a stylish sporty 

something or the other who is not brand loyal and looking for a 

good buy. 

 

Inside the car is comfortable and everything is beautifully     

designed, although to call it beautiful is an understatement.  

The car is exquisite both inside and out.  I just can’t get over 

how nice it looks! 

 

THE MECHANICS 

 

The MiTo QV uses something called a multi air turbo engine, 

and whilst not too sure what all that technically implies it does 

however seem to work, and VERY WELL!! 

 

The little four-pot 1400 produces staggering results, so much so 

that I am convinced the engine under the bonnet is a decoy to 

hide the real power plant fueled by the evil of witchdoctors 

that propels this car from 0 to 100 in 7 seconds, and giving it a 

top speed of around 215 km/h. 

 

The engine generates 125Kw and 250 nM. 

 

Alfa have always been good at getting things to work, and yes, 
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Even the headlights are a work of art.  There is an eye looking out, giving the car 

life and soul, which is what a true Alfa should possess. 



The only drawback is the entry for 

rear seat passengers through the 

front doors, but admittedly it is no 

worse than any other 2 door 

coupe I have ever driven… in fact 

it is better than some. 

 

THE JOURNEY TO SCHOONKLOOF 

 

For those who don't know, Schoonkloof is about 250km from 

Johannesburg.  It is 80km North West of Sun City and 30km 

from Botwana, so in other words its quite far, but the road is 

also a good one to test a car on.. 

 

We left home at about 17h00 and headed out towards        

Hartbeespoort Dam.  There was a fair bit of traffic, but nothing 

to get too concerned about.  The MiTo was nippy and able to 

negotiate overtaking and the like very, very well. 

 

The road from Harties to Sun City is notorious for being       

populated by unwelcome goats & donkeys, but it was still     

daylight so we took this opportunity to let the MiTo stretch its 

legs on the long straights.  The car cruises very comfortably at 

120 and even more comfortably at 160.  It is an incredible small 

car, that so far has surpassed even my skeptical expectations. 

 

To explain, the last small car I drove was a Fiat (same company 

as Alfa) Palio Active, which was a horrible, disgusting bucket of 

bolts, and in my opinion quite possibly the worst car in the 

world.  I had the misfortune of having to drive one from      

Richards Bay to Johannesburg and it took 11 hours to cover 

600km!!  However good did prevail over evil and the Palio was 

taken off the market. 

 

This however is COMPLETELY different!  I am beginning to     

seriously like this car.  On the 

open road it is a little demon, 

and considering we were on 

our way to the SANFED         

Halloween party, I felt we were 

in good company. 

 

Another really nice thing about 

the MiTo is that it doesn't feel 

compact.  You could just as 

easily be driving a 3-series 

Beemer.  The difference is that 

for the same price… the MiTo 

will run rings around the BMW 

and you could only get a 118i. 

 

before I hear stories of the old Alfas that would forever break-

down, please bear in mind that times DO change… after all Audi 

at one stage was regarded as not a very nice car… but now… 

The gearing on the car is perfect!  Our test car had the new 6 

speed manual box, and unlike other 6 speed boxes, this one 

actually has a 6th gear with a purpose, and doesn't just drop 

your revs on the highway by a little bit.  The man who designed 

the gearbox was a genius.  You get so much out of so little with 

this car, and that is a really nice thing!  Even the turbo, which 

admittedly did suffer ever so slightly from turbo lag is very 

manageable and easy to control. 

 

It is really fun car to drive, and the sporting pedigree is clearly 

evident in this car, yet it is easy to drive and unlike most cars 

with proper sport packages this one is well thought out and 

superbly implemented. 

 

Then the is the “D-N-A” system, which loosely translates into 

three driving modes, being D-ynamic, N-ormal and A-ll weather.  

It is controlled by a chunky silver switch next to the gearlever 

and can be switched between modes at under 100 km/h.  The 

default is normal and for, well, normal driving conditions it is 

more than perfect.  You want or desire for nothing…   

 

However shift it up into dynamic and immediately the engine 

changes.  You feel it and you hear it.  In this mode the car      

delivers all the power and all the torque.  I did try to work out 

the exact time and place to use dynamic and concluded that 

the best time is when YOU feel like being a bit of a savage and 

letting your hair down.  This driving mode has no practical 

value, but that’s what makes it so nice… not everything should 

be about practicality. 

 

In all weather mode… I guess this one works well with wet or 

snowy roads, of which we had none.  No doubt is has a use, but 

I just could not find the 

right environment to test 

this properly. 

 

THE DRIVE 

 

As someone who doesn't 

really like small cars, on the road the MiTo is an exceptionally 

nice place to be… yes, its true.  There is a small car that I       

actually now like.  It is impossible to flaw.  Its comfortable, its 

quick, it handles well, its just everything you could want in a 

car… any car! 

 

From the outside the car looks very small and compact, yet I 

was able to sit comfortably in the back seat, behind the drivers’ 

seat, still set in my driving position, and I am not exactly a dwarf 

without my knees touching the front seat.  You will seat 4 

adults comfortably in this car with ease. 
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Anyway, I digress, back to the journey…  We arrived at Sun City 

shopping centre for a quick smoke and sustenance break.  As 

we drove in people started looking at the QV.  I then reflected 

back and realised that I had not yet, since driving the test car, 

seen another MiTo on the road, 

let alone a QV and it then 

struck me, you get exclusivity 

for a quarter-Bar.  I mean you 

can’t get that if you spend a 

Million more.  There are more 

911 GT3s on the road than 

MiTo Qvs, and that was a 

deeply satisfying thought. 

 

So, amidst loads of interest from the local “Sun City”            

community we casually took our break and after about half an 

hour departed. 

 

The journey from Sun City to 

Schoonkloof is about 80km, 

but owing to the road not   

being particularly wide, and 

the fact that you travel 

through a few villages we took 

it easy.  On the open road at 

civilized speeds the QV       

returned an 6.3 liter per 100 

kilometer fuel consumption, which was exceptionally good  

considering it is a petrol, with an overall consumption figure of 

8.1 l / 100km. 

 

The last few kilometers were on a dirt road, which had to be 

taken very slowly owing to the car being quite low to the 

ground.  It was clearly not designed for this purpose, but so 

saying it managed it without any drama. 

 

THE CAR IN GENERAL 

 

In general the car is hard to fault.  There were however 3 things 

that I felt could be improved.  The first was the clover leaf 

badge affixed to the sides of the car, which in their triangular 

frame did look like an afterthought.  The second was the top of 

the gear knob, which was a very gaudy & shiny silver effort, 

which I feel could have been a lot better in a brushed            

aluminium finish, AND it would also have looked in place as 

most of the interior was in brushed aluminium. 

 

The last and final “flaw” was the pull strap in the boot used to 

assist in its closing.  

Many hatchbacks have 

a small plastic handle 

integrated into the 

boot lining, which in 

this car would not 

have looked out of 

place.  However these 

three issues aside, 

which are admittedly a 

question of personal 

taste the car is        

brilliant. 

 

The seating is very good, and although the test car had fabric 

seats instead of leather, which you would expect of a car in this 

price range, they were incredibly comfortable and gave all the 

right support in all the right places. 

 

All the controls are 

very user friendly and 

can be easily reached 

and understood.  One 

VERY nice feature was 

the integrated MP3 

player port, which was 

situated next to the 

hand brake lever and it 

literally was ‘plug and 

play’ technology at its 

best.  The port also not only read and          controlled  the MP3 

player, but charged it too.  More often than not these MP3 type 

additions are not very user friendly and require constant       

fiddling with the player itself to get the thing to work.  This one 

simply plugs in, and everything happens automatically.  The 

only time you have to touch the actual player is when you     

unplug it. 

 

CONCLUSION  

 

I am of the view that this IS the BEST small car on the market 

today.  For your buck you get a hell of a lot of bang!  The       

Italians have once again created a masterpiece. 

 

I commend the designers and manufacturers for building a truly 

superb and superior product.  The old stigma attached to Alfa 

Romeo has been killed permanently by this amazing little car.   

 

Bravo!  BRAVO! 

 

Test car courtesy of Fiat / Alfa Romeo South Africa 

If you are in the motor trade and would like to see 

your product featured in Naked Motoring please 

send an e-mail containing all necessary information 

to media@sanfed.org 

The D-N-A controller.  Beautiful and functional 
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