
The concept of a four-door coupe is not a new 

one, and in fact there is even a name for this 

type of car… it is usually called a hatchback 

but current terminology is fastback. 

 

Audi however call theirs a Sportback. 

 

This started with the 3-door Audi 100 Coupe 

of the 1970s and then the 5-door Audi 100 

Avant launched in 1977. 

 

Since then things have been pretty quiet, 

however in 2010 at the Paris Motor Show Audi revealed a       

concept car called the Audi Sportback Concept, which in turn, 

once in production became the A7. 

 

From a design perspective this Audi is like no other.  The          

biggest problem that Audi has is that most of their four-door 

cars look very similar but that problem was ‘file thirteened’ 

with the A7. 

 

The car has generous proportions, and is actually quite large 

measuring in at close to 5 meters long and nearly 2 meters 

wide.  It is low slung and very comfortably seats four adults. 

 

In fact it is a very, very comfortable car, and the seats are         

fantastic.  They offer more than enough support to keep even 

the most fragile of backs happy. 

 

However happy backs is not what this cars main feature is 

about… oh, no this car is about performance, and lots of it. 

 

When I first started driving the car something didn’t make 

sense.  Yes it has 220kW and 440Nm but in a car this size that 

is a decent amount, but nothing to get too excited about, yet it 

was very quick… a lot quicker than it should be. 

Then I discovered the secret to this blistering performance… 

the car weights about the same as a pair of driving gloves       

because a significant portion of it is made from aluminium!  

Ah, ha now it makes sense.  The power-to-mass ratio is 

through the roof. 

 

From a standstill you can jump on the accelerator and         

instantly the car shoots forward.  There is zero delay thanks to 

a brilliant supercharger, and the road ahead of you is reeled in 

very quickly.  Zero to 100km/h arrives after 5 seconds and the 

car will continue accelerating at that rate until it reaches its 

governed top speed of 250km/h. 

 

Gear changing is handled by a very good 7 speed automatic 

gearbox, which has a sport and manual mode, which allows 

the driver to change gears using either the gear level, or by 

using paddles on the steering column and unlike some other 

paddle shift systems this one actually works.   Nice, very nice! 

 

The overall design of the car is vey good, and it is a properly 

attractive car.  The lines give the impression of power and 
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grace.  In fact I am yet to meet anyone who doesn’t like the way 

the A7 looks, and that is quite a statement to the success of its 

designer Stefan Sielaff.  Everything is very ‘fluid’ and              

beautifully proportioned. 

 

The A7 comes standard with 

a variety of features and 

equipment and then others 

are optional.  Now whilst this 

sounds pretty standard there 

is one particular thing that 

really would bother me if I 

bought one of these and that 

is the NAV (navigation)        

button which is a standard 

feature on the centre         

console, except the actual GPS navigation is optional at R 20 000 

plus. 

 

Now if I opted to not spend R20k on a GPS the very fact that the 

button is there would properly irritate me, and every time you 

push it a message comes up on the main screen telling you that 

you don’t have GPS because you are a cheapskate.  My thought is 

this… if the button is there as a standard feature then so should 

the thing that it operates.  Surely this makes sense! 

 

The other optional extras, like the very nice heads-up display, 

night vision, adaptive cruise control and the like would not be 

missed if they were not there because their addition comes with 

new switchgear.  So if they are not there neither are their 

switches.  Surely that makes sense too! 

 

The other bugbear was the stupid stop/start feature, which turns 

off the engine if you stop in traffic and restarts it when you take 

your foot off the brake.  Yes, I understand why it is there but 

what irritated me was the fact that EVERY time I started the car 

the bloody thing was activated again.  In other cars the default 

for this sort of thing is OFF, so if YOU want it then you turn it on.  

In the A7 it’s the other way around.  Why??? 

 

These small niggles aside I found it hard to fault the car, and     

admittedly these niggles are not design flaws… well except 

maybe the stop/start thing. 

 

Build quality is as good as the best of the best and the car despite 

its low weight feels very solid on the road. 

The handling department is taken care of by Herr Quattro, 

and he is very good at his job… Ja! 

 

You can literally throw this car into any corner, accelerate 

hard and it will just sail around.  Although so saying I wouldn’t 

advise anyone who recently obtained a drivers licence trying 

that trick… unless of course you want to have one of those life 

altering experiences. 

 

The unfortunate part is that even if a novice driver were to 

ram a tree at high speed there is little chance that natural 

selection will take place because the car, like all Audis is very 

well built and very safely built guaranteeing the ingrate will not 

have to fall on their sword for murdering a really beautiful  

motorcar.  Five NCAP stars all round. 

 

This car is a fast cruiser, so it was taken for a cruise.  The route 

was from Roodepoort to Hartebeespoort and then back via 

Hekpoort… a lot of ports!  This particular section of road, which 

crosses through two Provinces, offers a good variety of long 

straights, narrow & tight roads, and windy mountain passes. 

 

As we have already established the A7 is fast so on the 

straights you can easily achieve pretty much any speed you are 

brave enough to drive at. 

 

The A7 handles surprisingly well and you can drive it with        

confidence on narrow roads, which despite its significant width 

is very easy to place and control.  It is a very precise car.  

 

Razor sharp precise in fact! 
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Our sincerest thanks to Audi South Africa  

for the supply of the test vehicle 

Through the mountains is where this cars incredible chassis 

and equally incredible suspension and engine really come 

into their own. 

 

There is a section of road about 15km from Hekpoort where 

you make a significant climb on a single lane twisty road.  

There are at least half a dozen sharp turns and at the end a 

long straight.  At 160km/h, which is apparently double the 

speed limit for that particular road, I am told that this         

particular Audi will whistle through the uphill bends without a 

single moment of drama.  Power is immediately on tap and is 

delivered smoothly and precisely when YOU want it where. 

 

When you are on the move and you accelerate hard the A7 

drops a gear or two and builds up the revs very quickly       

without much acceleration, and then when it changes up you 

had better be holding on because a flood of power is sent to 

all four wheels.  As a driver, you have as much control over 

the gears as you would in a manual, except in a manual you 

can’t change them as fast. 

 

The concept of the Sportback is starting to make sense. 

 

This is not a four door luxury hatch like the sales people will 

tell you… oh no, this is a four door GT car, which can run with 

the likes of the Aston Martin Rapide, except it’s a third of the 

price! 

 

That’s right, this magnificent vehicle costs only R720 000, 

which is nothing if you consider what you are getting for that 

money.  It is at least R250k cheaper than any competitive 

vehicle produced by its rivals. 

 

In and around the city the car feels light… well, yes it is, but it 

really feels light and is very easy to manoeuvre and park.  To 

drive this car is no more of a feat than to drive a small VW, 

except when you hit the throttle in this one something         
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happens that will never in a small VW… sheer excitement! 

 

What Audi have created is a masterpiece, and better yet, 

they have the blueprint for future cars that will be as, if not 

more, dynamic than this one. 

 

Speaking of Dynamic… this is the driving mode that you want 

to be in when undertaking the more fun side of motoring.  In 

this mode everything sharpens up and becomes that much 

more responsive, and you can change it on the move by           

literally pressing one button, turning a knob slightly and 

pressing in down.  The car will then immediately put the  

gearbox into Sport mode and that’s where the fun begins.  

Oh yes, and at 120km/h or thereabouts a small spoiler rises 

at the back for added stability.  At the front there is a splitter 

which serves the same purpose.  This is a sports car! 

 

Could you live with this car? 

 

Oh yes, very definitely!  Every morning when you walk up to 

in and get in you will feel special, and when you see other 

Audis on the road you will feel superior and exclusive. 

 

Even for the ‘family man’ this car is perfect.  You can get the 

whole family in the thing, and put a pram in the boot. 

 

I was sad to see the Audi go when I returned it to Audi SA 

because I know it will be a long time before I drive anything 

quite so interesting and dynamic as this car. 

 

I want to thank Audi for this fantastic experience and curse 

them for not leaving the car with me for longer, but all good 

things have to end sometime I suppose. 


