
It is not often in the motoring world that you 

find cars that clearly have the wrong badge, 

yet for some reason the VW / Audi group 

seem to follow this trend, seemingly almost 

deliberately. 

 

Examples of this would the VW Phaeton, 

which would have sold more than 25000 units 

since 2002 if only they had called the thing 

something else and put an Audi badge on it.   

By contrast the A8 on which the Phaeton was 

modelled, sold 22500 units last year alone!   

Another example of this is the Audi R8, which despite being 

very good should rather have a different badge on it… maybe 

Lamborghini?  An Audi supercar… preposterous! 

 

The TT-RS is another perfect example of this.  By calling it an 

Audi TT you are giving it an ugly haircut and a goofy name like, 

Bartholomew, and you just know that all the other kids on the 

playground are going to laugh at it. 

 

This car is NOT a TT despite outwardly looking like one, and I 

will qualify this statement.  The previous generation TT was a 

fun and exciting car, and even the first ones were properly         

dangerous, which made them even more exciting.  There was a 

165kW 1800 turbo version and a 3.2 litre V6 version.  They 

were both very good cars.  Then time marched on and Audi 

remodelled the car and launched the current TT range, and oh 

dear!  The car grew up and was now middle aged and very  

boring.  The engine was borrowed from the Golf GTI (155kW & 

350Nm) and safety replaced fun… what the hell were they 

thinking?? 

 

Now that is what the current TT is all about.  I would rather 

stab myself in the foot and walk than buy a current TT because 

it is everything a TT should not be and unfortunately Audi have 

not been successful at disguising or concealing this fact. 

Then in 2009 Audi launched the RS version, and oh my, what a 

difference.  The TT-RS produces 250kW and 450Nm which is a 

LOT more than the ‘standard’ TT.  Off the mark the car will get 

from zero to 100km/h in 4.5 seconds (as opposed to 6 seconds 

in the TT) and keep going until the limited top speed of 

250km/h is reached.  However for those with a bit more        

bravery inside them you can get a factory re-limiting of up to 

280km/h! 

 

What Audi have created is their own worst enemy because all 

it does is show the inadequacies of the normal TT.  I am really 

sorry to put it like this but it is so true.  If you bought a TT      

between 2009 and 2011 and it was not an TT-RS then you are 

a monumental idiot, and don’t try the affordability argument 

here because  If you could not afford the RS then you should 

have saved your money and got the GTI instead… If however 

you were one of the 49 people who bought the RS… well, lets 

just say you know what I am talking about. 

 

Unfortunately now there are no more available for sale, which 

makes this article all the more interesting because it is not 

about marketing and sales but rather to prove an achievement 

to the world, and that is something that I am honoured to be a 

part of. 
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I am still adamant that this car should not bear the TT badge, 

but rather be called the Flaming Thrust (FT) RS because then at 

least it would be recognised for the exclusivity that it should 

have, but sadly does not enjoy because it looks too much like a 

common TT. 

 

So saying the Flaming Thrust RS is a thing of beauty.  It has          

different bumpers, both front and rear, to the TT, and many 

other cosmetic alterations have been made to set it apart from 

the ‘norm’.  One of these is to paint the mirrors and bits of the 

front bumper silver.  Now on our test car which was dark grey 

this effect was simply stunning and very noticeable, however 

what if the car itself is silver…?  This is the same poor attempt 

at  cosmetic changes seen in the Golf R with the black bits.  I do        

however have a styling suggestion for Audi… hire Italians.  For 

the uninformed, the Italians are a nation with an ingrained & 

hereditary gift for design… design of anything in fact, be it 

toasters, eating utensils, clothing, shoes or cars.  This is what 

they do best.  Germans on the other hand build stuff well, be it 

the same items… just don’t ask them to design them, or for that 

matter for the Italians to build it.  Hand in hand though I think 

the combination would be incredible! 
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So the car is incorrectly badged and the “special clothing” it 

wears is not that special after all…  so why would you want 

one? 

 

Well, there is the phenomenal 2.5 litre, 5 cylinder engine that 

was developed specifically for this car by Quattro GmbH 

(which is also painted red!!).  There is the dual clutch 7 speed 

automatic gearbox.  There is the blistering performance… and 

then there is the price. 

 

What all of this means is that, for example, should you be at a 

traffic light and a Porsche Carrera 4 GTS, which costs R 1.3M 

pulls up next to you, when the lights turn green you will be 

able to comfortably beat it in a simple drag race.  The same 

would apply to the Mercedes SL600 which costs R2.1M, or the 

Maserati Gran Turismo S Cambiocorsa at R1.75M, or even the 

Aston Martin DBS Coupe, which clocks in at about R3.9M.  In 

other words what you are getting for R700k odd is a proper, 

proper performance car for comparatively not much money at 

all.  In fact I would go so far as to say that the Flaming Thrust 

RS is the best priced sports car on the market at present.  Yes, 

the others mentioned above may be hand build or offer more 

in terms of size and space, but it is a simple illustration as to 

just how quick this car really is. 

 

Perhaps this is a better example.  During the test period with 

the Flaming Thrust RS I did a test of the Ferrari 458 Italia and 

after having spent a reasonable amount of time in the Ferrari, 

doing with it what Ferraris do best, I got back into the          

Flaming Thrust RS and it still felt as quick as it did before.  I 

spoke to a former Audi person who remembers being in a 

Audi R8 V10 in a drag race with a Flaming Thrust RS and up to 

160km/h the two stayed together... 

 

All of this insane performance aside the Flaming Thrust RS is 

still an Audi and therefore is well made, safe, comfortable 

and equipped with the things that you would expect to find in 

a luxury car. 

 

You can drive it to the office and back everyday, and as far as 

cars go it is no less complicated or comfortable than driving a 

Golf GTI… or the normal TT as it is also known.  The car is  

admittedly not that practical, being a two-seater, but it is a 

sports car and in terms of sports car practicality the Flaming 

Thrust RS more than qualifies.  Just to add that, if you like me 

need to drop a small child at school then you can turn off the           

passenger’s side airbag to accommodate a baby seat and you 

can even fit a small pram in the boot! 

 

It is possible that I am being a bit unkind to Audi for not       

making this car the only TT available, and admittedly Audi         

themselves are not actually responsible for its creation.  The 

blame, and / or credit therefore lies with Quattro GmbH, who 

are to Audi what AMG is to Mercedes. 

 

The exclusivity that vehicle commands is very impressive.  

There are in fact only 49 in South Africa, which makes it one 

of the rarer buys you could make… if only you had been in 

time… 

 

This car is so special that not even the normal TT driving      

variety know it exists.  I parked next to a TT belonging to a 

local supermarket owner who got out of his car, looked at the 

wing on the boot and said… “ I would not have done that to 



this car”.  To which I replied, “I didn’t, that’s how Audi make 

them”.  This is of course the same man who is performing  

MASSIVE renovations on his shop whilst remaining open and 

trading.  Clearly not the sharpest knife in the drawer! 

 

To get the car to drive the way the Audi Gods intended all you 

need to do is press a little button called “S” and shift the gear 

selector into a mode also called “S”.  Then jump on the        

accelerator.  The revs will build up to about 3500 before the 

clutch starts to engage and then you had better be holding on 

tight.  This is the cleverest ‘launch control’ type system I have 

ever encountered, and I must commend Audi on a brilliant job 

in this respect.  As an alternative you could shift the car into a 

manual mode and change gears either on the stick or with the 

paddles, but to be honest the car will do it better and quicker.  

The paddles are admittedly not the sharpest  I have ever        

encountered and there is a slight delay in changes.  In full  

automatic however it is brilliant! 

The sound then that comes out of the two huge tailpipes is also 

incredibly good.  So much so that you will find yourself driving 

around with the radio turned off and the window (and roof) 

down just to be able to hear it in its full splendour. 

 

Oh, yes and speaking of the roof… you can open and close it 

whilst on the move below 40km/h, which is also not very 

commonplace.  In fact the only other car I can think of          

offhand that also does that is the Aston Martin DBS Volante 

and they are R4M. 

 

What Audi have created here is something that is mind-

blowingly good.  This is a car that has redefined the sports 

car.  It is cheap, yet it is exceptionally fast.  It is fast yet it is 

refined.  It is light yet it is well built.  It is the civilised savage.  

In fact our Savage was allowed to drive this car and he           

reckoned it is the best “small family” car on the market.  

Small family as in numbers of family members... 

 

Everything that you would expect a sports car to be the        

Flaming Thrust RS has, but just 100 times better and nicer.  

This is a creation that should be immortalised in some       

museum because it will not be possible for Audi to ever          

recreate or outdo this car. 

 

Audi are  however the authors of their own misfortune, but 

can proudly claim this because the TT-RS, or whatever else 

you want to call it, was theirs to start with and nobody can 

ever take that away from them. 
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Our sincerest thanks to Audi South Africa 

for the supply of the test vehicle  

and to Jackal Creek Golf Estate for  

the photo shoot location 


