
Small powerful luxury cars a re brilliant and 

loads of fun, but they do tend to a ttract a  

certain type of  driver, and this  person is  

called “young”. 

 

These people generally are  found nocturnally  

at places like News Café and Rhapsody’s. 

 

They were clothing bea ring other peoples’  

names, and have hairs tyles which in many  

ways resemble that of a Rhodesian         

Ridgeback. 

 

They don't speak to one another but instead use something 

called BBM, and their TV at home is connected to computers  

and WiFi routers. 

 

In my day, we used to call them yuppies or Pasleys because 

they wore those hateful and stupid Pasely shirts.  I was not one 

of them and I am grateful that I had the benefit of some “old 

school” education to form me into the ca pable  and well        

adjusted person I am today. 

 

At close to 40 I can look at these scruffy youths and laugh at 

them, but in a brand like BMW these are  the future  3, 5  and 7 

Series drivers.  All you need to do is add 10 to 15 years         

between models.  However as laughable  as they may be,           

special ca re must still be taken to cater to their specific needs. 

 

Unfortunate ly at that age they don't have a cooking clue as to 

what they want,  and one of  the things I blame for this was  the 

scrapping of conscription.  They are undisciplined and          

unfocussed, so it is therefore the responsibility of the more 

mature  and responsible  to guide them and make them          

understa nd how the world works.  BMW is one of  these        

responsible pa rties a nd the media is another.  

 

So little ones sit down and pay attention because I am only 

going to say this once. 

 

This is the  BMW 120d Coupe, a two door fus ion of s tyle and 

functionality.  It is the perfect car for the young, up and coming 

person because it brings to the table  all sorts  of g rown up 

things tha t people understand and respect, yet at the same 

time retains it’s youthful standing in the world.  

The styling of the 1 Series Coupe is a bit different but is           

actually quite good once you study it close ly.  I think the 

Coupe’s biggest design enemy is the normal 1 Series hatch,  

which is admittedly a very familiar sight, which is  why the 

Coupe looks a little bit odd. 

 

On the road however you will quickly forget the design and 

experience one of the nicest small ca rs on the ma rket. 

 

As soon as you close the door you instantly fee l cocooned  

inside the ca r.  It is a strange, but very safe feeling.  The 120d 

is very solid and being a BMW the build quality is exceptional.  

 

Under the bonnet is a two-litre, four cylinder turbo diesel       

engine producing 130kW and 350Nm of torque, which in a  

small car is a LOT of engine!  Zero to 100km/h is  dealt with in a  

claimed 9.5 seconds and top speed is 225km/h. 

 

Being a diesel the 120d is reasonably economical and you 

should expect a fuel return of a round 6 litres per 100km. 

 

The 120d AT costs  R370 000,  which admittedly is a  lot of  

money for a  small car.   In manual however it is  R 353 000.  So 

in swings and roundabouts you are better off getting the    

automatic.  

 

On the subject, the  gearbox is  really nice, and although gear 

changes are not as smooth as in other BMWs the six speed 

box does the business without any fuss. 
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Handling is typically what you would expect for BMW.  Rear 

wheel drive is the order of the day, which when mastered (and 

with the traction control switched off)  can be incredible  fun!  It 

is precise and razor sharp.  There is no sense tha t the ca r is   

driving you but rather that YOU are driving the car, which 

makes this a proper drivers’ car. 

 

There are of course a ll the necessa ry electronic aides  to assist 

with keeping you on the road, and safety  is similarly to BMW 

standard.  

 

Interior appointments  include Bluetooth and the legendary  

BMW ConnectedDrive entertainment system, which is in my  

opinion one of the best systems available at present.  The new 

style iDrive system, with the shortcut buttons, is so user friendly  

that a child can figure it out and operate it with ease within a  
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matter of minutes… and this  is a very, very good thing! 

 

As for other features, our test model came equipped with 

integrated GPS, which is unfortunately a ra ther pricey optional 

extra.  Leather seats, dual clima te control and onboard       

computers are however standard.  Our test model also was 

fitted with the optional “M Package” which in my view         

certainly added to the overall aesthetics of the ca r and gives it 

a very sporty and serious look. 

 

This is a car that is an expression of youthful exuberance and 

will make you feel young and alive when behind the wheel. 

 

It is also a  serious piece of  engineering a nd the pedig ree is  

very evident everywhere you look. 

 

I wont go so far as to say that this  is  the  best “small            

executive” car on the market, but it is s till certainly one of the 

best. 

 

If you are young, enjoying an extended childhood or just 

looking to reclaim your youth then this  is  definitely  the car 

for you.  

 

Carpe Diem -  seize  the day and experience one of  the best 

luxury playthings on the market.  What BMW have created is  

brilliant is a bsolutely perfectly designed for their intended 

customer, which may be YOU! 

 

The one-series then has  its  place.  It is where these creatures  

of Jimmy Shoes… or is it Choos… start out in life, and from 

there they grow up and become responsible members of         

society… and everyone needs to sta rt somewhere, so why 

not let the one make you feel like number one! 

Our sincerest thanks to BMW South Africa  

for the supply of the test vehicle.  

Special thanks to Krabbel & Babbel Nursery School  

for photo shoot venue 


