
Spring has sprung and my ‘spring gift’ was the 

all-new BMW 640i Convertible - a million 

Rand plus fusion of power, passion, precision 

engineering and beauty. 

 

BMW refer to it as “the expression of pure 

dynamism”… to this end we are in complete 

agreement. 

 

This is a car which makes a statement without 

having to say a word.  Never before has any 

‘standard & conventional production’ vehicle 

under review received such attention by the public. 

 

One theme was constant and that was everyone being in 

agreement that the car is stunningly beautiful, unlike the       

previous generation 6 Series.  The improvement is not just 

marked - it is staggering! 

 

As a top-end BMW you will expect a lot from the car, and it 

with considerable delight that I can announce that this            

particular model comes with most of the toys that are         

standard on other models, even those of similar price.  I have 

always been of the view that when you are forking out any 

reasonable sum of money for a car there are certain things 

that should NOT be optional extras.  Satellite navigation is one 

of them.  On every other BMW model we have tested GPS has 

been optional, but not on this car.  Thank you, finally! 

 

In addition thereto other items of standard equipment are full 

colour head-up display, rear view camera, park distance        

control, Driving Dynamics Control, xenon lights, high beam 

assist, internet access, integrated owners manual, mobile 

phone preparation with Bluetooth, USB / audio interface, dual 

zone climate control, electrically adjustable comfort seats with 

memory function for both front seats, heated front seats,         

ventilated / air conditioned front seats, illuminated entry sills 

and a host of other features. 

 

On the optional extras list of our test car was night vision, lane 

departure warning, lane change warning (blind spot warning), 

front massage seats (… nice!), DVD shuttle, heated steering 

wheel and speed limit info.  Admittedly for a South African 

spring a heated steering wheel is completely pointless, but we 

did have occasion to use one in a Range Rover during winter 

and it was a nice touch. 

 

The power plant in the 640i is not a four-litre as one would 

expect but instead a three-litre straight six with a twin / bi-

turbo system called “TwinPower”.  The result of this is 235kW 

and 450Nm all of which are available on the Reef thanks to the 

turbo system.  Zero to 100km/h is dealt with in 5.7 seconds 

and top speed is limited to 250km/h.  This all makes this 4.9 

metre long 1900kg car very quick and nicely responsive. 

 

It is the sort of car that you can drive around at very sedate 

speeds all day with the roof down and the wind wafting 

through your hair, or when the mood grabs you it can become 

a very good street racer, but we will get to that later. 

 

The drive is incredibly sophisticated and very comfortable.  

There is not a nicer place to spend a spring day and the best 

part is at the push of a button you have about 80 000km of 

head room.  There is a net type wind deflector thing that I  
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fitted, and surprisingly it took about two minutes to fit, and 

once in did its intended job perfectly.  Only problem is with this 

fitted the back seats are completely unavailable.  So saying leg 

room in the back is limited, but far from the worst I have seen 

of late.  You could get a couple small adults in the back and a 

handful of smaller children without having to saw any of their 

legs off first… or afterwards to relieve the pain, for that matter 

too. 

 

The front right seat however is the one you want to be in.  It is a 

very nice, happy place.  Everything is easily within reach and all 

the controls, being predictably German are simple to use, easy 

to understand and completely functional.  If you push a button 

something happens other than the button lights up. 

 

The overall ergonomics, for which BMW are renowned are   

perfectly in keeping with tradition. 

Copyright Naked Motoring  2011 All Rights Reserved 

The BMW,ConnectedDrive system whilst not being the most 

compatible in the world with every known cellphone and          

music device, will function with most and more importantly is 

very easy to figure out and use. 

 

The same can be said about the all-new iDrive system used in 

this car.  User friendliness is now fortunately very clearly a 

dominant factor in new BMW’s, which is incredibly refreshing 

and so nice to see especially considering how incredibly        

complex and difficult previous generation models were to 

understand. 

 

For something different our test car was fitted with the       

optional extra massage seats, but these particular ones I think 

are the very basic, “hello this is Hans your masseur…” models 

as opposed to the, “bonjour Messeur these are Candy and 

Bambi your masseurs”.  All it did was massage… well, your 

bum and did nothing to your back.  The result of which was 

quite strange. 

 

Having Hans kneading my lower extremities with considerable 

force whilst driving is a unique sensation for town driving, but 

I suppose after the 7th hour of a Joburg - Cape Town trip it 

may be welcome… maybe. 

 

As for the general aesthetics of the car, our test model was 

metallic black with a two-tone black and browny-red colour 

leather interior.  Admittedly should I be purchasing one of 

these cars that particular combination would not have been 

my first choice, but so saying style is individual and whilst not 

being my particular flavour of milkshake, it was far from      

ugly or offensive. 

 

Remaining on the subject of the seating, the car is a very 

comfortable four-seater, and the front seats called “comfort 

seats” are exactly that.  They are also brilliantly designed and 

offer all sorts of comfort and support to make the journey as 

smooth and pleasant as possible.  Quite why they are called 

“comfort seats” does escape me, I mean what are the others 

called… “ the agony range”? 

 

Nicest of all is when the car gets too claustrophobic or the 

day cools down, or you feel like a bit more headroom all you 

need do is stop and lift up one switch and in less time than it 

takes for a traffic light to change the roof is gone, and the 

true beauty of this car is revealed.  Yes, I said it.  This car is 

prettier when you chop off its head! 

 

Then there is the drive… 

 

As mentioned previously this is a very refined car which can 

be driven in a very sedate and civilised manner all day, but 

when the mood grabs you all you need to is select SPORT + 

which turns off the traction control, sharpens up the         

suspension and throttle response.  Then slide the gear          

selector over to ‘manual’ and use the steering mounted         

paddles to change gears.  Now you are effectively in the most 

aggressive sport mode the BMW can offer. 

 

All you then need to do now is take some brave pills and hit 

the throttle. 



Our sincerest thanks to BMW South Africa  

for the supply of the test vehicle 

 

The gearbox in this particular BMW outwardly 

appears to the usual 8 speed jobby you will find 

in all other  current BMWs, and strictly speaking 

it probably is, but what it also has is something 

that sets it apart from all the others...  To         

explain, most if not all automatic gearboxes with 

manual override found in good cars are OK but 

not brilliant.  There is always a small delay in 

gear changes and they just do not have the feel 

that a proper paddle shift gearbox that you 

would find in a proper sports car does.  The          

reason why is because in those cars the gearbox 

is actually a manual box, but just with paddles     

instead of a conventional gear stick. 

 

The electronics however in this car that make 

the manual changes is by far the best I have ever 

experienced in an automatic car.  The gear 

changes are almost instantaneous and the driver 

has a proper feeling of control over the drive.  

This takes this car from being a soft luxury car 

and puts it into a different category… the sporty 

category, and no matter which way you look at it 

that’s a good thing. 

 

So for your million Rand purchase you are        

actually now getting three cars in one.  There is a 

luxury grand tourer, a convertible and a sports 

car.  A “family car” it is not and will never be, but 

there is more to life than practicality and how 

many baby seats and prams you can get into a 

car. 

 

Fuel consumption is not too scary either.  Our 

return figure based over a week with a mixed 

bag of driving situations was 11.3 litres per 

100km.  

 

So to sum up this car.  Yes, the badging is         

misleading and makes no sense at all.  The price 

is quite steep, and a critical, bean counting type 

may argue that it does not represent good value 

for money, and he may even be right... but life is 

about experiences and sometimes, just              

sometimes you need to forget about all the         

practical conventions that life dictates that we 

should live by, and actually live a little yourself. 

 

This is not a mid-life crisis car and it is not        

pretentious.  It is just a brilliant creation, that is 

extremely well engineered and built. 

 

It has attributes that will make you feel good 

about yourself, and put a smile on your face and 

a song in your heart every time you look at it.  

Take the roof down and the experience just gets 

better. 

 

The old 6 was ugly and complicated.  This one 

has redefined what a luxury, topless grand 

tourer is all about, and I am very glad to say that 

not only did BMW get it right this time, but they 

have planted the seed for the future because 

things in their camp are just getting better all the 
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