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I think I must start with a brief history lesson. 

 

In the middle of 2010 Naked Motoring was created as, initially, the motoring section for the South 

African Naturist Federation’s monthly magazine, “Nudes in the News”, where we tested and         

reviewed one car a month.  The name Naked Motoring was derived from our association with 

SANFED, and has been retained because , well, it’s ours and we just like it! 

 

Then as time marched on Naked Motoring also became the motoring section of the Richmark 

Sentinal, which later became known as NewsTime, which was an online newspaper owned and 

run by Blue Label Telecoms.  The NewsTime editor was long time friend Michael Trapido.                 

Unfortunately in around September last year NewsTime, for reasons that are still unclear closed their doors 

permanently. 

 

However Naked Motoring had by then established itself as a motoring journalism brand and was able to        

retain about 90% of the 180 000 readers we enjoyed entertaining with NewsTime… the rest followed later.  

For reasons of historic sentimentality we have retained the use of the NewsTime logo, so that we may never 

forget our humble beginnings. 

 

We were independent and reviewing on average 4 cars a week.  We tested them young and old.  We tested 

all and sundry because we wanted to give our readers the best and most comprehensive coverage of vehicle 

models available on the market. 

 

There have been some setbacks.  Lamborghini for one who refuse to allow any press other than Car Magazine 

to drive their cars being one such example.  There have been however some phenomenal relationships 

formed, like that with Bentley South Africa, and Viglietti Motors who are the official Ferrari and Maserati 

agents and importers. 

 

We have also been blessed and afforded the opportunity of some exclusive first drives and reviews.  The     

Maserati Gran Turismo MC Stradale, 2012 Chrysler Grand Voyager and Toyota Innova being three such           

examples. 

 

Our reviews grew as did our reviewers, and during 2011 we welcomed Poul, Dirk, Arno, Anel and Deon to our 

ranks.  Unfortunately Deon for reasons, that too are unclear left and pursued other avenues of journalism. 

 

Then somewhere around the middle of last year we started publishing video reviews of certain and select test         

vehicles, and I am proud to say that I have seen our videos grow, develop and improve so much so to the 

point where we are now preparing for our pilot episode on public television.  All this happened in a year… so 

just imagine what we ca do with two! 

 

We are a fast growing media brand and it is our aim and intention to wow and entertain you.  We want to set 

ourselves apart from the rest, and be known for that which sets us apart. 

 

I hope you enjoy this, the First Edition of the Naked Motoring Magazine, and should you have any              

commentary or questions please send them to info@nakedmotoring.co.za 

 

Kind regards and all the best for 2012! 

 

Carrington Laughton 

Editor-in-Chief 



In around 2000 Mercedes Benz launched a 

coupe C Class, which was actually more a C 

Class hatchback than a true coupe.  It was 

ugly and impractical, but what it did do is 

give the C Class some personality and       

individuality… admittedly sort of like a big 

scar, a peg leg and a eye patch would give 

you personality and individuality, but it did  

do the job regardless. 

 

Then a few years later the C Class was      

replaced by a new model and the hatchback was too rebirthed 

as something called the CLC.  This car was however even 

worse than the original one because of Mercedes Benz’s        

complete lack of attention to its design - in essence all they 

did was slap a different bum and nose on the old 

body.  At that point the C Class “coupe” went into a 

deep state of suicidal depression from which there 

appeared to be no relief or escape, other than of 

course death. 

 

Then in 2007 a new C Class was launched and praise 

be to all that is Holy there was no coupe in the line 

up.  Then in 2011 that model was significantly        

facelifted and an announcement was made that a 

new coupe was coming… God help us all I thought! 

 

Yet to my surprise the new coupe was a very, very 

good looking car.  It was actually for the first time 

ever a proper coupe, which for those who don't 

know is a two door sedan with a boot.  If you can 

open the boot and see inside the car then what you 

have is their a hatchback or a fastback and NOT a 

coupe.  It is that simple, and here endeth the lesson. 

 

The interior is really nice, and it is strictly a four seater, further 

adding to its sporty look and feel.  The car is lower than the      

standard four-door C Class and is offered with the same     

variety of engines, being the 180, 200, 250, 350 and 63. 

 

This is however where I think Mercedes went wrong.  A coupe 

is a sporty car.  It is supposed to therefore be fast and          

powerful and be able to thrill and excite its driver.  The 180 

however does none of that. 

 

The engine, as you would expect is an 1800 turbo charged 

petrol engine, which spits out 115kW and 240Nm, which is far 
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from impressive, considering a 1600 

Citroen DS3 Sport produces the exact 

same figures, but is half the size, weight 

and price.  Forget the badge for a      

minute and consider what you are     

buying and what you want in a car. 

 

The 200 and 250 engines are also the 

same 1800 motor just differently 

mapped to give different performance 

figures.  In my opinion the smallest      

motor that this car should be sold with 

is the 150kW / 310Nm C250 engine BUT 

I reckon the best engine, insofar as     

driving dynamics are concerned would 

be the 3.5 litre naturally aspirated 350. 

 

I in fact have it on very good authority 

that the top selling C Class coupe is in 

fact the C250. 

 

However, I digress.  The driving dynamic 

of the new coupe is very good.  The car 

handles very well and feels very planted and solid even at high 

speed. 

 

The 180 motor, once it gets going is also not the worst in the 

world, where however it does let the side down is in           

cornering, because it has some turbo lag which  prevents     

accurate application of the power in cornering applications.  It 

just comes in a second or two too late and ruins the overall 

experience. 

 

I really believe that this 180 engine would be perfect in the 

four-door version, but just not in a car that has sporty         

pretensions. 

 

The price of this particular car is around R 510 000, which  

includes full leather, intelligent lighting, AMG styling kit, the 

Comand system and panoramic sunroof, all of which are    

optional extras.  The base price is around R 485 000, which 

makes these extras a fairly worthwhile proposition as they 

make the car just that little bit better and nicer. 

 

In conclusion the new C Class coupe is a very good car, just 

not in the 180 configuration.  In Europe where you drive out 

of your garage into bumper to bumper traffic everyday then 

fair enough, but in South Africa we don't have that problem 

and I just feel that in this case less is definitely not more.  

More is more! 

 

The new car looks stunning and is a vast improvement over all 

the previous C Class coupe models… in fact the improvement 

is so marked that the older cars can now be regarded as a 

mistake for which Mercedes Benz should be punished. 

 

This is a car for someone who appreciates the finer things in 

life with style, the is a car for someone who knows what they 

want and can get it.  This is a car for someone who is purpose 

driven, because so is this car. 

 

It is a proper sports coupe, and something 

that will make its owner feel special every 

time they get into it. 

 

What Mercedes Benz have created is nothing 

short of brilliant, and about which they 

should be proud because anyone who owns 

one will also be proud to own one. 

 

Just whatever you do, save your money for a 

few months more and get one with a bigger 

engine because then you will be properly 

proud to own one. 

Test car gratefully with courtesy from  

Mercedes Benz South Africa 



It has been a long time since Mitsubishi has 

made a new model to add to their family 

tree. The Mitsubishi ASX was born earlier 

this year; in fact September 2011 the ASX 

was launched in South Africa. I am sure that 

the moms and dads in the manufacturing 

plant were very thrilled at the arrival of their 

new creation. 

 

It is a very masculine looking vehicle on the 

outside yet at the same time it is a very       

elegant and graceful when you are inside the car. One thing 

that you notice immediately is the amount of space that you 

have inside.  

 

The one thing that the Japanese have always been renowned 

for is the reliability of their cars and the ASX is no exception to 

that rule in fact I would even go so far as to say that that the 

Japanese have made a very fine cross over vehicle. 

 

The other important feature is the five star safety measures 

that have made the ASX a major player in the international 

market.  

 

Sadly though, the same can not be said for South Africa      

because in the time that I had the ASX. I did not see another 

one on the road in fact every where I went I had people           

looking at the ASX as if they had never seen this car before. 

Come to think of it I don’t think I have seen a Mitsubishi ad on 

T.V. 

 

In the parking lot people would ask me what vehicle this is and 

comment on how nice it looked and how impressed they were 

with the interior. Many of them would be keen to test drive 

the ASX for themselves. 

So let’s look at the Mitsubishi ASX 2 litre High which has a five 

speed manual gear box.  It costs about R300 000 and the       

engine produces 110kW and 197Nm of torque and it has a top 

speed of 194km/h.  The average fuel consumption is about 7.5 

lt/100 km’s.  In all honesty I believe that the ASX is value for 

money because you get a lot of car for what you pay for. 

 

It has just about everything including the panoramic roof and 

front heated seats. The drivers seat is electric and it has all the 

safety features of that you would expect from a European car 

including traction control to ensure that your slippery ride 

along the hail soaked tar is an uneventful one; you won’t have 

to worry about picking up your colour coded bumper and 

loading it into your boot when hit that road barrier. 

 

The ASX comes with single zone climate control and a seven 

airbag system, including the one for your knees. The ASX has a 

bit of old technology mixed with new to give the dashboard a 

bit of modern art mixed with classic art. 
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One thing that was clever of the Japanese was to install a       

keyless operating system into the ASX... as we are living in a 

crime infested country where criminals prey on law abiding 

citizens every day this system makes your ‘getaway’ from your 

parking spot quick, and you need o be very close to the car to 

open and start the vehicle. 

 

On our secret test road, known only as “Bob” I decided to put 

the ASX to the test and I was very impressed with the way the 

ASX handled the corners.  It will do 160Km/h with ease and I 

must admit the steering wheel felt very comfortable in my 

hand.  The gear change was smooth and you needed very little 

effort to change gears. 

There are a few things that the ASX could do with which it 

doesn't have, and for a car that costs close on three hundred 

thousand Rand you would expect it to... Cruise  control and 

speed limiter would be one of them.  In today’s climate where 

the Metro Police are more concerned with collecting money 

from the general public because of speeding rather directing 

traffic at busy intersections where traffic lights are not       

working, a speed limiter would be a feature that Mitsubishi 

can maybe look at in there next generation of cross overs.   

 

Cruise control would also be a nice to have in a car that offers 

comfort and style. In spite of the cruise control and the speed 

limiter being absent the one thing that worried me the most 

was the way my foot seemed to stick to the mat on the floor 

when changing gears.  Thank God it was the clutch and not 

the accelerator otherwise I could have landed into the back of 

the horse and trailer in front of me. 

 

However what is nice about the ASX in spite of its minor flaws 

is the space that this cross over offers.  It is big enough for the 

entire family and the pets.  The seats fold down to create 

even more space should you finding yourself needing even 

more. 

 

Mitsubishi have entered a rather competitive market when it 

comes to cross overs, so let’s compare the different brands to 

see how much of a difference there is compared to it’s         

competitors like the Hyundai iX35, the Nissan Qashqai 2 litre 

Aenta and Dodge Caliber. 

 

The Hyundai iX35 costs R309 000 the engine produces 130 

kW and 383 NM of torque it has a top speed of 195 Km/h and 

has an average fuel consumption of 8.0 lt/100 Km’s.  The  

Nissan Qashqai costs R 290 000 and it’s engine produces 102 

kW and 198 Nm, it has a top speed of 192 Km/h and the fuel     

consumption averages at 10 lt/100 Km. The Dodge Caliber 2 

litre SXT costs R235 000 the engine produces 115 Kw and 190 

Nm of torque it has a top speed of 186 Km/h.  

 

It is a hard choice to make if you haven’t driven an ASX, but 

when you get behind the wheel of the ASX believe the choice 

will be easy to make because it is a well made vehicle. 

 

So who should buy the Mitsubishi ASX, well those individuals 

that have families the enjoy driving mini SUV’s.  Reps for 

companies that need to cart their samples all over the        

country with them and need loads of space to do so.  Any 

horse riders that have riding gear to store in their boot 

and a horse box to tow would benefit from a vehicle like 

this.  

 

Personally I would not buy one because I am not a SUV or 

cross over type of person however if you are person that 

does like the idea of a mini SUV with loads of space than 

the Mitsubishi ASX is one car you should consider, so 

book a test drive and see how nice this car is for yourself. 

Test car gratefully with courtesy from  

Mitsubishi South Africa 





When people speak of Italians, irrespective 

of the subject matter, there is always one 

prominent factor - passion. 

 

Whether it be food, history, architecture, 

sport, romance, clothing or motoring the 

Italians are known for throwing themselves 

passionately and wholeheartedly into     

whatever task is at hand. 

 

I have had first hand experience of this 

which came during the 2010 FIFA World Cup, where I was 

tasked with the safety and protection of the Italian media 

group RIA’s key media personnel.  It was an eye opener to say 

the very least.  Yes, the team were crap and despite being the 

defending champions were kicked out very early in the             

proceedings for which I am sure many of the team have by 

now been stilettoed in dark alleyways starting with Lipi the 

coach.  However I digress, the point is no matter 

what our Italian media friends got up to, and       

believe me they got up to all sorts of things it was 

done with passion.  They even brought their own 

food and chefs because clearly South Africa does 

not have pasta, olive oil and tomatoes… or Italian 

cooks. 

 

Now the same applies with design.  When an Italian 

sits down with pen and paper you just know that a 

thing of beauty is about to be born, whether it be a 

toaster, a pen, a spoon, a shoe, a coffee machine or 

a car. 

 

In the current Alfa Romeo range there are four 

models, namely the MiTo, the Giulietta, the 159 and 

the GT and we have reviewed all but the latter, 

however unfortunately Alfa Romeo South Africa for 

reasons for which maybe they should be stilettoed 

do not have the GT available for the press, and this was a 

deeply sad moment when I discovered this. 

 

However undeterred by this news we then began searching 

for one to review.  Several months passed, and then fortune 

smiled and CMH Alfa / Fiat Westrand were found to have not 

just a GT, but one of the very limited edition Centenary      

models (number 24 of 30) AND the car was in their demo 

fleet… AND they were happy for us to review it. 

 

The centenary edition vehicle is different from the standard 

GT.  The chrome work for example has a satin / matt finish as 

opposed to the shiny one.  It has special 18” rims.  The front 

brake disks are increased in size to 13”.  There are special          

cosmetic touches in the interior, and it came in only four         

colours, one of which was white, but more importantly there 

were only 30 made and that gave any owner unparalleled            

exclusivity. 

Carrington Laughton 
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This Alfa GT had the legendary, and 

“been around since the dawn of time” 

3.2 V6 engine, which produces 176kW 

and 300Nm. 

 

What this engine also produces is a 

sound that cannot be replicated or     

imitated.  It is a beautiful sound, and is 

what you would expect an Alfa Romeo 

sports car to sound like.  The engine, 

even before you start it, is a piece of art.  

The exhaust pipes that leave the engine 

are polished, and there are smatterings 

of red around the engine bay.  Again the 

Italians doing what they do best. 

 

The car was designed by Bertone, which 

is one of Italy’s leading design houses.  

The car is beautifully sculpted and styled 

and cannot be mistaken for anything 

other than a serious sporter.  The design 

is inspiring and makes the GT a really 

nice place to be. 

 

Another very clever thing that Alfa Romeo does is they       

contract their design work to different design houses, so when 

you line up their entire product range you can actually see 

differences in the models other than size.  This is a lesson that 

some of the other car manufacturers,  especially those        

speaking German could learn from.  What it ensures is that 

their product remains fresh and interesting. 

 

Behind the wheel is however where you want to be.  The GT is 

a true drivers’ car.  Gear selection is dealt with very well by a 

very manly six-speed manual gearbox.  The clutch is suitably 

heavy so that you know that the car means business, but not 

so heavy that you would pray for death to relieve the pain of 

having to use it in heavy traffic. 

 

The interior is very well laid out, and everything is reasonably 

easy accessible and easy to use.  My colleague who did the 

video review of the GT told me of features, which admittedly 

some of which I could find.  He is however half Italian, and 

maybe that helped.  However so saying, the car despite being 

of an ‘older generation’ was very well equipped and had the 

usual refinements that you would expect in a car of its price 

and calibre, and oh yes, the price is around R 420 000. 

 

Admittedly the GT is a two door car and space in the back, 

whilst able to accommodate an average size adult is limited.  

The boot is big enough for shopping but not for golf clubs, 

and this is a very good thing.  Naked Motoring don’t like cars 

that are designed for golfers because golf if a game for old 

farts who ignorantly think they are better than everyone else 

- and the old fart comment relates to mental age and not  

necessarily physical age. 

 

The GT is front wheel drive, but thanks to something very 

clever called a Q2 Differential it mostly drives and feels like a 

rear wheel drive, although so saying it is prone to understeer, 

which is commonplace in most front wheel drive cars. 

 

To sum up the Alfa Romeo GT is not an easy task because 

there are a million practical   reasons why you should not buy 

one, but this is not a car that is intended for a practical        

shopper.  This is not the sort of 

car that an accountant would 

buy.  It is more the sort of car 

that appeals to someone who is 

a true motoring enthusiast, 

whose love of motoring stems 

from birth.  This car can be      

likened to Fubu, the Japanese 

sashimi dish made from Blow 

Fish; deadly poisonous if made 

wrong, but highly desirable to 

purists.  

 

It doesn't make good sense, but 

in life not everything does.  

Sometimes passion is enough. 

Test car gratefully with courtesy from  

CMH Alfa / Fiat Westrand (011-222-0100) 





What is in a name?  For many vehicle          

manufacturers, especially those of Asian 

descent, cars are often given names that 

either don't really mean much, or mean too 

much… take the Daewoo Espero (which 

mean “to wait” in Spanish), or the well 

known Mitsubishi Pajero, which in Spainsh 

has a variety of meanings from “liar” to        

someone engaging in self inflicted carnality. 

 

Now the problem is that the people who 

choose these names generally are… well, Asian, and secondly 

as a direct result thereof do not speak, or at least properly 

understand  English. 

 

This one, the Kizashi however is very, very different.  

For one the name is actually in the language of the 

people who make it, and what it means is, “good 

things to come”.  This sounds nice!  I am a firm    

believer in retaining ones roots and traditional    

values, and Japan is one such country which  is 

steeped in that sort of stuff. 

 

The Japanese are also a nation of incredibly hard 

and dedicated workers.  I recall an incident around 

1998 when I bought a Mazda Astina and found the 

quality of the paintwork to be wanting in many    

respects.  It was during lunch with a colleague that I 

decided that I had just had enough of struggling 

with a very uncooperative SAMCOR and decided to 

call Mazda Japan to see if they could help.  I got the 

number and made the call.  The switchboard was 

answered and I was put through to the head of the 

Africa division, who apologised on SAMCOR’s behalf and     

assured me that it would be dealt with.  Ten minutes later the 

then CEO of SAMCOR called me and arrangements were made 

to have the car resprayed.  So impressed was I that I called 

Japan back and thanked the man for his intervention.  Quietly 

chuckling into my pasta I asked the question, “I wonder what 

time is it in Japan?’ .  The answer… it was two-o-clock in the 

morning!  That is what the Japanese are all about.  A full shift 

from receptionist to Executive Directors running 24 hours 

every day. 

 

There is a saying, “you will have to wake up really early to 

catch me”, well in Japan that would not work because they 

never sleep! 

Carrington Laughton 
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Now what does all of this have to do 

with the Kizashi I hear you asking  

quietly, well, everything in fact       

because this car represents all that is 

good about Japan. 

 

Suzuki as a brand for many years, 

starting with the Samurai (you see 

another Japanese name) have been 

known for manufacturing good,       

relatively cheap and small cars, and in 

present day times this still remains, 

for the majority, unchanged.  You 

have the small Jimny (which we love) 

and the Swift (which we don’t).  There 

is also the Alto and Vitara both of 

which are for their segments          

relatively small and inexpensive. 

 

The Kizashi however is very different 

and completely breaks from            

convention and tradition, but in a very 

good way. 

 

The car is about the same size as a BMW 3 Series, and is there-

fore a four door medium size sedan. 

 

Its price… R 295 000.  Now keep that number in mind for the 

next bit. 

 

The car comes STANDARD with electrically adjustable front 

leather seats and the driver’s seat has three memory settings, 

sunroof, front and back parking sensors, trip computer,       

keyless entry and starting, automatic headlights, rain sensitive 

windscreen wipers, back seat air conditioning vents, bi-xenon 

headlights with washers, full (and very decent) stereo with 

MP3 / USB compatibility, dual zone climate control,             

illuminated vanity mirrors, fully adjustable steering column 

cruise control and a multi-function  steering wheel AND all of 

this plus more for only R 295k!  The only optional extras      

offered are Bluetooth, and a USB iPod adapter of some           

description. 

 

Better value for money could not be found, AND that’s not 

even the best part! 

 

The car is in essence a luxury vehicle as it is made superbly 

with the finest of attention to detail being applied wherever 

and whenever possible.  This car also in essence can compete 

with a 3 Series, but for R 100 000 less. 

 

The ride is very comfortable and so are the seats.  They offer 

ample support wherever it is 

needed, yet hold you nicely in 

position when cornering hard.  

The handling is good, not       

brilliant, but just good.               

However the traction control 

system is very good and the as a 

result the Kizashi handles really 

well. 

 

Beneath the bonnet lies a 2.4 

litre four cylinder engine, which 

produces 131kW and 230Nm 

which is more than enough.  The 

car is very stable, especially at 

high speed, yet not very heavy 

so the engine works very well in 

it.   Connecting the engine to 

the wheels is a very smooth and 

well made six-speed manual 

gearbox, and for the lazier drive 

the car is also available in a CVT 

automatic. 

 



Test car gratefully with courtesy from  

Suzuki South Africa 
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Build quality, as I am sure we 

have already established is      

excellent and the car is very 

well insulated from external 

noise. 

 

I drove the car for a week, and 

loved every second of it, so 

much so that we asked Suzuki 

for a long term test unit.      

Regrettably we were not the 

only ones with this notion and 

stock is limited.  The fact that 

the car is also a Car of the Year         

Finalist may have also been a 

contributing factor to its         

scarcity. 

 

Naked Motoring loves cars like 

this because they just             

represent intelligent motoring, 

in that you should not have to 

fork our R 400 000 plus for a 

luxury car.  They should be 

available to everyone, because a car, especially as cars on the  

South African market are so expensive, should be something 

that makes its owner feel special and spoiled and this car will 

do that for you.  

 

Our test model was a metallic dark silver colour which further 

enhanced its good looks.  The overall design is very clean and 

there are some very clever and nice styling surprises, like the 

twin rear tail pipes and front grille in a gun metal grey  finish 

as opposed to the usual shiny silver chrome everyone else 

uses. 

 

There are no styling shockers, and everything is well made.  

From the leather steering wheel to the little chrome inserts in 

the    inside door handles. 

 

To look at the Kizashi is to look at what is quite possibly one of 

the best looking cars to come out of Japan I recent years. 

 

As for the experience behind the wheel.  It is sublime and  

civilised.  You never feel envious of other cars, and cocooned 

in your little Japanese world you feel safe… maybe also        

because the car is very safe. 

 

It is a pleasure to drive and out on the open road is where it 

truly is best.  You can put your foot down and the car just 

purrs along.  Every morning when you go into your garage you 

will be happy to see the car and if you don't watch the         

speedometer the traffic police will also be happy to see you 

because it picks up the pace very quietly and quickly too. 

 

The car is spacious and can very comfortably accommodate 

five adults with breaking a sweat.  The boot is also quite large. 

 

What is really nice about the Kizashi is that it is relatively     

inexpensive, yet you get a lot, but not in the nasty way like is 

found in some Chinese cars.  Everything is of an exceptional 

quality and you can see that Suzuki have taken the time to 

make sure that this car is made properly and will meet and 

exceed the expectations of customers. 

 

On this point, I have to commend Suzuki 

for an excellent job well done.  They have 

created something that is desirable and 

good in all the right ways. 

 

Good things to come… I don’t know, I can’t 

predict the future.  What I do know        

however is that a good thing has already 

come and I drove it for a week. 

 

このすばらしい自動車を運転する機会

をありがとう  



Earlier this year my editor, Carrington,    

invited me to join him at JIMS (the Johan-

nesburg International Motor Show) as we 

are walking around we came across the new 

Nissan Juke which in my mind was the      

ugliest duckling within the Nissan family that 

I had ever seen and was in desperate need 

of a face lift. 

 

As a punishment for committing the sin of 

pre-judging a car I was going to be the one 

to test this ugly duckling. The day came and I cringed at the 

thought of being made the laughing joke of other road users 

seeing me behind the wheel of the Joke, oops I mean Juke.   

 

The day arrived a colleague and I went to fetch the poor car 

that was in dire need of a plastic surgeon.  I was only too 

happy to give my dear friend the first drive in the Juke.  He 

respectively declined, so we climbed in the Juke and what a 

surprise the interior was nothing like the exterior.  It was so 

modern and spacious in the front.  

 

Our Juke had the 1.6 litre DIG-T Tekna (turbo) and had a six 

speed manual gear box.  The engine produces 140 kW and 240 

Nm of torque, the top speed is 220 km/hour and it costs about 

R 253 000. 

 

It is being marketed for people that have just started a family 

or young successful professional that need to commute in 

urban traffic every day. The Juke has everything you need  

minus the arm rest. It has been given a five safety rating by 

the European Community so need to worry out how safe you 

will be should you land in an accident. 

 

It comes standard with airbags, ABS, EBD, brake assist system, 

front fog lights, automatic head lamps, keyless operating     

system, heated seats, dual tone leather seats,  Bluetooth, USB  

and iPod connections, on board trip computer, leather       

covered steering wheel with controls and follow me home 

lights (which works by pulling the light lever towards you once  

when the car is off and the head lamp lights stay on for thirty 

seconds, pull it twice and the lights stay on for sixty seconds). 

 

There are some very nice features on the Juke the most       

notable are the two buttons on the consul. One says “Climate” 

and the other says “D-Mode”.  Push the climate button and 

the buttons read A/C off and there are four buttons for air 

flow.  Push the D-Mode and the same buttons change to read 

sport, normal and eco.  In other words dual functionality thus 

reducing the total number of button and switches in the car 

making it more user friendly. 

 

In Eco-Drive you get a soft comfortable drive, push the Normal 

Drive button and the steering sharpens up a little and you get 

Dirk Reinecke 
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a nice responsive drive, push the Sport button and the       

steering and throttle response sharpens up more and the  

engine gives you a boost and becomes a fun machine ready to 

take you to where ever you need to go, but if you really want 

to have fun take the traction control off and pull away at high 

revs and you have a really fun car to play with. 

 

The shape of the car does grow on you so the longer you have 

the Juke the less ugly it looks.  Some people will disagree and 

say that it will always be an ugly car no matter how long you 

have it in your driveway, but believe me the shape is not    

important because when you are behind the wheel of this car 

you enjoy the drive so much that you don’t worry about the 

look.  

 

On our secret test road, known only as “Bob”, the Juke      

performed better than I expected.  It handled so nicely that I 

had to watch my speed because it will do a 160 km/h with the 

greatest of ease without straining the engine, and in fact in 

the one corner I thought the Juke and a fence would come 

together in holy matrimony, but no, there was going to be no 

wedding as it went through the corner with the absolute 

ease.  

 

On the straight the Juke was terrific. With the traction control 

off the revs up the Juke pulls off like a rocket. The sound that 

Juke makes in sport mode is music to your ears.  The seats are  

also very comfortable and offer good support.  

There are only two things with which I could find fault; one 

being no arm rest and the other being too little rear leg room 

for people over six feet.  Other than that the Juke is a well 

designed and well put together motor car.  

 

I had people looking at the car wherever I went.  Honestly I 

thought that this car was the new “chick magnet.”  The ladies 

were pointing at their men as if to say, ”honey you can buy 

one of those for Christmas.”  From comments passed the  

general consensus is that this is a nice motorcar. 

 

It is spacious and there is lots of boot space, however if you 

need more space the back seats do fold down. It is a good 

vehicle for sales reps and people who do a lot of urban       

driving.  Anybody who enjoys the Nissan brand will love the 

Juke. 

 

The Juke was launched only a few months ago so it is still very 

new to the South African market, however give it time and I 

am sure that we will be seeing a lot more of these on the 

road. 

 

If you feel young and energetic even though your I.D. book 

says you are over sixty have a look at the Juke because even 

though the target market is the young people with small      

children the truth is the Juke is for everybody no matter what 

your age. 

 

I enjoyed every minute I had with the Juke that I was sad that 

it had go back.  Yes I would buy on because for the price 

you pay you do get real value for money and believe me 

the Juke is worth every cent. 

 

If you feel I am talking nonsense than book yourselves a 

test drive and you will see that behind the looks of an 

ugly duckling lies a beautiful swan that glides over tar like 

duck to water. 

Test car gratefully with courtesy from  

Nissan South Africa 



The DC 100 

or the worst 

D e f e n d e r 

rubbish in 

years? Please 

Land Rover 

call it the 

‘Surf’ not the 

Icon, that the 

Defender has    

become, and 

worse the 

utility, hard-

core version 

is called the ‘Tool’ - obviously 

designed by one. It risks becoming 

a kerb crawler, cool for yuppie 

puppies, but  useless in the bush. 

Why do we buy them 

(Defenders)? Maybe I am old but 

that is what they are all becoming 

- the same, so what differentiates 

the Defender form the rest? Then 

I’ll buy a Mahindra Bolero and get 

what the Defender owner likes 

most... simplicity. 

. 

The Defender has the best       

departure angles and this is good, 

as it simplifies crossing dongas, 

and old rickety bridges made with 

logs as you can see where you are 

on them, easily, thanks to flat side 

panels and this helps.  The 4 

wheel drive system is dead simple 

for ease of operation and it can be 

easily ‘bush-repaired’ until you get 

to the repair shop in Maun or 

Livingston, Zambia and you will 

survive the experience  

 

In the wilderness need to be able 

to repair thing on the go as you 

may not be rescued for days.   I 

am sorry but it makes no sense to 

me to over complicate things!  

 

Evolution not revolution. 

 

When you are deep in the rain  

forests of Northern Natal or some 

other place on holiday when  you 

throw a diff and  have to trek back 

in the dark in hippo country... no 

fun that one, but fortunately a 

Land Rover is easy to fix.  Can the 

same be said for the DC100, or 

will you need to kidnap a         

technician  every time you go on 

holiday? Will game lodges and 

farmers buy them?  I think not, 

and neither would I .  

 

I am onto my third Defender  

already.  My first one was the R 6 

and it was a dud, its 2.6 litre 6 

cylinder engine had all the        

performance of a slug, drank like 

a V8 on and off road, was heavy 

rough and ungainly and found a 

way to breakdown under every 

bush - most frequently in the 

coastal forests at night, but it 

was tough, had loads of stowage 

space and was heavy when  

crossing water.  Thankfully it was 

killed by me after that particular 

adventure! 

 

I had a moment of motoring Zen 

in about 2000, as I bought a 

Landy Defender to fix up and sell.  

It was the 3.5 litre V8.  I fetched 

it in Pemba, Mozambique, and 

the trip was easy, it ate the  

kilometres at 120 km/h with no 

effort at all and the consumption 

was good at 9.5 km per litre.   

Then things got tricky as the 

flooding  was Ben Hur epic -  no 

way to Pemba  other than by 

boat... or 3.5 litre  V8 Defender 

as I found out, you could rely on 

its rugged toughness to knock 

mud and trees out of your way.  

Of course now you can drive 

there in a VW Polo but other 

places still exist that you need all 

its capability. 

 

Sophistication is in simplicity. 

 

My current car is a 2007 De-

fender Kalahari which has the 

300Tdi engine.  Quite simply I 

love it. 

 

So can Land Rover  not evolve 

the Defender to be simple with 

maybe a  few new items?   They 

have done this quite well with 

things like the traction control, 

which should be none crucial so 

when it stops working you’re  not 

stuck.  Secondly for towing boats 

& trailers could they not make a 

larger engine version of the  

Defender?   That’s all it needs! 

What makes a 

Land Rover      

D e f e n d e r 

s o m e t h i n g 

special? 

 

I bought an 

old (1996) 

Defender 90 

with the     

b u l l e t p r o o f 

300Tdi  engine 

about 5 years 

ago, and to 

date I have never looked back and 

have no regrets. 

 

Admittedly I don't use the car as 

much as I should, but it has still 

driven 341 000 problem free 

kilometres, and shall continue to 

do so indefinitely.  We in fact use 

it as our camera car for the Naked 

Motoring TV videos. 

 

Since I bought it I have spent a lot 

of time (and not much money) 

modifying it to perfectly suit my 

needs, which includes a bottle 

opener riveted to the back of the 

car. 

 

I am a firm believer in progress 

and in my view the Defender has 

several shortcomings, which your 

die-hard Landy owners will     

dispute, yet secretly acknowledge.  

Things like comfort, handling and 

speed are three such examples. 

 

Now the new spec Defender, a.k.a 

the Puma has addressed some of 

these issues thus proving that 

Land Rover are capable of         

improving their icon. 

 

Now the one thing that you can-

not do to a Defender is make it 

something that it is not. 

 

To explain; if you can drill holes in 

the side of the DC-100 and bolt 

some accessory to the car, then it 

meets the grade in that respect.  If 

you can load 200 litres of fuel in 

jerrycans plus all your camping 

clobber on the DC-100’s roof then 

it is a worthy replacement.  If, 

without much modification (if 

any) you can drive the DC-100 

down a sand embankment and 

stop it against a tree WITHOUT 

damaging it, then you may call it 

a Defender.  If however it can do 

none of these things then very 

simply what you have is a new 

model and NOT the replacement 

for the Defender, because it just 

simply does not make the grade. 

 

I think the DC-100 has some very 

interesting features, like the 

deployable and retractable 

spikes in the tyres.  I like the idea 

of the removable roof.  I think it 

looks bloody nice too, and if you 

want to call it a Tool, then by all 

means do so too, but just make 

sure that the car’s identity is 

correct, because to call it some-

thing that it is not will almost 

certainly guarantee you of plenty 

of angry customers. 

 

My views on the DC-100 differ 

significantly from my colleague’s, 

whereas he hates anything 

slightly progressive and lives in 

the dark ages, I tend to give 

everything a fair chance and 

welcome pr ogress a nd             

innovation. 

 

Simplicity is… well, simple!  It is 

not in my view some kind of 

undercover technology just  

waiting to pounce when you 

least expect, but I suppose that is 

what makes this job interesting… 

different and opposing views.  No 

doubt, knowing Poul this will end 

up being a four month office 

debate. 

 

Yes, I would have to say that I 

enjoy my Defender 90 and yes, I 

will agree that they are fun cars.  

The problem that Land Rover 

faces is that they have not 

changed the Defender in over 60 

years, and to not throw the       

DC-100 into the firing line is a 

cruel and unusual thing to do. 

 

I think the DC-100 has its place in 

motoring society, but then again 

so does the Defender, and that is 

something that you can’t change. 

Carrington Laughton Poul Toft-Nielsen 
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Is the Mercedes Benz SLK the ultimate         

roadster?  Well, lets evaluate its position in 

the market place. 

 

When the SLK was launched many years ago 

it was not a particularly attractive, or         

exciting car, but it did have appeal because 

compared to the bigger SL it was a lot 

cheaper. 

 

Turn the clock forward to December 2011 

and what you have is a very god looking and interesting car 

that is still cheaper than the SL.  The question still stands. 

 

The new SLK is styled on the SLS, which whilst being a very 

attractive car does lack some of its own identity.  

Unfortunately this silliness started with the         

previous one, which was styled on the Mercedes 

Maclaren SLR.  Why not make it unique? 

 

Anyway, despite this miniaturised SLS cloning the 

car is still desirable. 

 

Our test car was the SLK 200, which has an 1800 

turbo charged engine producing 135kW and 

270Nm, which is not too shabby especially           

considering the car’s size and weight. 

 

I would not go so far as to call the 200 a sports car, 

because it does not have enough meat on its bone 

to match the performance of other rival sporters, 

like the Audi TT, but nevertheless it still looks the 

part, and would make for a very comfortable and 

fast long distance cruiser. 

 

The new SLK, much like all its predecessors, is full of all the 

new stuff from the bigger models too.  Like the Air Scarf, 

which is a vent in each front seat from which hot air blows 

onto your neck and upper back to keep it warm when the roof 

is down and the day is cold.  Actually combined with the 

heated seats this whole ‘keeping warm’ system does work 

very well… not as well as keeping the roof up, but there is a 

price to be paid for looking cool. 

 

There is admittedly nothing funnier than watch some half-wit 

freezing his bum off in the middle of winter in an open       

convertible just to look cool.  Although most of these half-wits 

Carrington Laughton 
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are the bald muscled & tattooed gym 

addict variety, whose abuse of steroids 

void their brains of the capacity to      

reason.  The same idiots who will         

approach you in a club asking, “are you 

looking at my chick?” and then when 

you say no they ask, “why?  Is she 

ugly?”. 

 

Fortunately this brainless variety of  

oxygen thieves seem to enjoy the older 

BMW 3 Series convertible, and             

therefore sparing the SLK from being 

tarnished by the lowest forms of life on 

the planet. 

 

Another sort of clever innovation are 

the two small semi-circularish windows 

that fold out from behind the head rests 

to serve as some sort of wind deflection 

devices… honestly though I could not 

find much of a difference with them in 

or out, but they still look cool. 

 

The SLK is therefore a very cool car, and with its new, refined, 

improved and  aggressive looks it will put a smile on the face 

of any owner irrespective of whether they are a bank robber 

or a bank manager.  This is the best looking SLK ever, and will 

be hard to beat. 

 

Insofar as the car as a package is concerned it is a Mercedes 

Benz and with that comes 125 years of practice in perfecting 

the automobile.  The SLK is a luxury car and therefore is 

adorned with all the luxury fitting you would expect from a 

half a million Rand Merc.  Some very touches though are         

present such as contrasting coloured stitching and brushes 

aluminium. 

 

There was however, in my opinion, one glaring flaw with the 

car and that is the complete inability to deactivate the          

passenger side airbag.  Why would you want to turn it off I 

hear you ask, well the answer is a simple one, very simply to 

accommodate a baby seat.  Now before anyone jumps on 

their high horse about putting children in the front of a car, 

bear the following in mind.  Firstly it is a two seat car with NO 

back seats whatsoever, and secondly Mercedes Benz sell a 

very expensive baby seat with some sort of transponder in it 

which will turn off the airbag.  Generic (Graco, and the like) 

seats however will not, and this to me seems a bit cheeky as 

you are forced to buy their seat, which in all likelihood will 

not be compatible with conventional pram systems.           

Incidentally other German cars, like the Audi TT Roadster 

have the facility to deactivate the airbag, so this is purely a 

Mercedes Benz initiative. 

 

That aside, I thoroughly enjoyed the car, and although I feel it 

would be better with a bigger engine the SLK200 is still a very 

good car, and now finally a macho and aggressive looker too. 

 

The SLK is a car for someone with a sense of 

style and purpose, who wants the best and 

can afford it. 

 

With its new look the SLK is no longer a ‘girls 

car’ and in fact has a lot of presence on the 

road. 

 

Would I buy one, yes, just not the 200.  My 

preference would be the 350, but that’s just 

me. 

 

Mercedes Benz have therefore achieved 

what they set out to do, and that was to  

create a small SLS.  Something which the 

average mortal can afford… including YOU! 

Test car gratefully with courtesy from  

Mercedes Benz South Africa 



The thing about classic cars is that generally 

their value is determined by so many different 

factors, and not just the make and model.  You 

do however get specific models which because 

of their rarity are valuable, but they are more 

the exception than the rule. 

 

Take for example the Mercedes Benz SL 

“Pagoda” (above).  This car could cost you as 

little as a swap for a good lawn mower, or 

break the bank and reach the magic million 

mark. 

 

Manufactured during the mid to late 1960’s 

the Pagoda became an iconic car.  It brought 

grace and beauty into a motoring era        

otherwise populated by the opposite. 

 

We have seen an example of one, the 280 SL 

which is in pristine condition and valued at 

around R 750 000. 

 

Then, still staying with the brand, is the 300 SL 

Gullwing (below).  Now this is a rare car and 

pretty much irrespective of the condition or 

year model it will fetch a handsome price.  

These in fact exceed our million Rand budget 

by quite a bit.  However with some hard     

bargaining you may, if you are incredibly lucky 

and sell some of your children into slavery find 

one for within this budget. 

 

This, as far as classics go, would be a purchase 

to set you apart from the rest.  You could 

arrive at any classic car gathering and look 

down your nose at most of the other exhibits. 

On the subject of rare, take the Citroen DS 21 

Convertible for example (below right).  Pretty 

to some, ugly to others, but rare as hens teeth. 

 

I in fact am friends with the owner of the only 

one of these in South Africa, and the car is 

worth about R 3 500 000.  So yes, it breaks the 

budget several times over. 

 

Built during the 60’s the DS 

21 was a fine example of 

revolutionary engineering, 

which is quite apt            

considering France was 

basically overrun by      

communists and on the 

verge of revolution during 

that same era. 

 

It was for example one of 

very few convertibles with 

an electrically operated 

roof.  It in fact shared its 

roof mechanism with the 

Rolls Royce Corniche! 

 

The badges were gold, the leather was the 

finest available.  This is a car that was built 

without compromise.  Citroen in those days 

was known for their technological innovations 

and today many features in modern cars stem 

from their R&D of the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s.  

They were decades ahead of everyone else. 

 

Their overall build quality however was not, 

and this is the only drawback to these cars.  If 

however you are patient and don't mind   

effecting the odd 

repair, then you 

should give the 

classic Citroens due 

consideration. 

 

Within the  Citroen 

range there are   

numerous vehicles 

which will fit into 

the million Rand 

budget.  In fact you 

could get a few for 

that sort of money. 

 

Now maybe old Germans of Frenchies are not 

your particular flavour… maybe you prefer 

something more garlicy, something more olive 

oil and balsamico.  Maybe you fancy seeing 

yourself in a classic Ferrari.  Well there is good 

news because there are several old Ferraris 

that will fit into your million buck budget. 

 

Examples such as the extremely rare 340  

Mexico (far below) would not be one such 

model, but models such as the 308 and Boxer 

are changing hands for a couple hundred 

grand and that is something to get excited 

about. 

 

Owning a classic car is not just about the thrill 

of the drive, and the onlookers at every traffic 

light.  There is a serious side to it too, namely 

upkeep and maintenance.  This is the bit that 

can be expensive if you buy the wrong car.  

With classics, more is more, so if you pay a lot 

then you get a lot.  There is no such thing as a 

cheap classic, UNLESS you want to spend lots 

of time and money on the restoration and 

refurbishment process, which admittedly can 

be very rewarding.  For some collectors there 

is nothing better than to spend their time 

cleaning and polishing their gem back to life, 

and the trick is ‘manufacturer specification’ or 

rather just ‘original condition’.  If you are the 

sort of person who is likely to take a perfectly 

good car and start performing modifications 

on it because YOU think they will improve the 

car, then please whatever you do rather stick 

to screwing up Citi Golfs with stupid noisy 

exhausts than murder something that needs 

no improvement.  Serious enthusiasts will go 

so far as to replace old wiring with new wires, 

but all in the same colour and thickness as the 

old. 

 

It is a labour of love, which has rewards      

beyond measure.  Just make sure you know 

what you are getting into and that you are the 

right person for the job. 
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During late 2011 Naked Motoring began producing videos for 

the internet, to further enhance the review process and       

create added exposure and awareness of the brand.  The 

videos have improved and have reached a point where this 

initiative is being taken 1000 steps further and produced as a 

television show. 

 

The show, which will be aptly named Naked Motoring is due 

to air on Ignition TV (DSTV Channel 265). 

 

In keeping with our well established journalism recipe we 

will continue to deliver exciting news about new models, but 

will also add a new flavour and bring classics and stories of 

motoring interest into the mix. 

American car manufacturer Jeep, owned and operated by 

Chrysler, launched two new engines during January in a 

fun filled adventurous launch in the Kruger Park area, and 

we were there. 

 

The two engines, one being a 3.6 litre V6 petrol engine for 

the Wrangler line and the second being a three-litre turbo 

diesel engine for the Grand Cherokee have brought Jeep 

back into the highly competitive off-road segment with a 

vengeance. 

 

The launch took place during 18 and 19 January when the 

region was experiencing very heavy rainfall and flooding 

which made the testing experience all the more enjoyable 

and slippery and muddy conditions were in abundance. 

 

The 3.6 V6 Wrangler, which we drove, paired up with Jon 

Monsoon from FHM Magazine 

delivers more performance 

than the 3.8 V6 it replaces, 

and offers much better fuel 

economy.  Naked Motoring 

tested the 3.8 last year and we 

had an average fuel return of 

about 17.5 litres per 100     

kilometres.  The new engine 

offered 13 litres per 100 km in 

a mixed bag of driving          

environments, which is very 

good news.  Acceleration is 

improved as is top speed. 

 

In the Grand Cherokee, which 

is Jeep’s flagship model the new 3.0 V6 diesel addition is a 

very welcome addition to the family.  We were              

unfortunately unable to drive the car, owing to factors 

and forces of nature beyond our  control, but from           

speaking to other journalists on the launch who had 

driven the car the results are nothing short of spectacular. 

Insofar as styling and 

other cosmetic changes 

are concerned the  

Wrangler retains  its  

rugged and traditional 

looks, whilst receiving a 

number of luxury and               

technological advances 

on the inside, including the very nice and user friendly 

radio / GPS system found in the Chrysler Grand Voyager. 

 

The new Grand Cherokee is a true luxury vehicle with  

serious off road ability.  We saw these car, which have full 

leather, electrically adjustable seats and thick pile carpets 

run neck to neck with the Wranglers deep in Jeep        

country. 

 

Refinements added to the 

Grand Cherokee     include full 

leather covered dash board 

and the intelligent off road 

driving system, which can be 

best described  to be similar 

to the Terrain Response        

system found in Land Rover 

Discovery and Range Rover 

models, with whom the 

Grand Cherokee competes 

directly. 

 

The Grand Cherokee is a 

properly good looking car and 

we are looking forward to 

reviewing it in full in the near       

future. 
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Not quite the freshest bun out of the oven, 

but a solid SUV nonetheless  

 

Honesty (marketing people take note) is a 

good word when describing this little Suzuki.  

 

I would not take this anywhere too far off 

the beaten track as soft body panels don’t 

like being bent by trees, that said though it 

is quite competent and if its reputation is 

anything to go by; one of the more             

competent! 

 

I would rather take this one off the beaten track than a lot of 

newer cars but this is based on what I do which often involves 

visiting the deepest and wildest parts       

of Africa. 

 

So the positives are a proven - not so unfa-

miliar 2.4 litre petrol engine.  It has a 

smaller engine to appease the tree       

huggers who think the wild animals want 

game lodges to live in... and I want more 

wilderness for them, hence you need 4WD 

and leave only wheel tracks not slabs of 

concrete and garbage!  The willing        

engine‘s figures of 122kW and 225Nm are 

decent.  The power however is available a 

touch to high in the rev range (4000 revs) 

is great on the tarmac but not for serious 

off road work.  Suzuki begs for a torquey 

turbo diesel, making happier eco bunnies 

and off roaders.  This petrol one is not   

unreasonable delivering 10.4 litres per 100 km which means 

you don’t have to tow your fuel behind you!  It is a reasonable 

expectation that you may want to drive around when you get 

to the Okavango and enjoy it not focused on your fuel gauge, 

so if your engine is huge buy an OFF ROAD TRAILER to carry 

the spare fuel or save on the expense and pain of emptying 

jerry cans at 20kgs a pop and buy smaller 4wd like this Suzuki 

(66 liter tank plenty of petrol used efficiently). 

 

So a well tested design and known engine are a huge positive.  

It is seldom understood that fuel stations are often taken for 

granted as they are all over Sandton, but there are not so 

many in the Namib  and you’re quite comfortable in the urban 

jungle in this SUV with permanent 4wheel drive making the 12 
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second O-100 adequate, but this 4wd 

nomenclature implies off the beaten 

track and exotic destinations are on 

the menu, which could be bad if you 

run out of precious fuel and / or           

electricity… but as it is a manual          

electricity shortages won’t catch you 

out that easily - especially considering 

it runs  cameras, radios, cell phones 

and  fridges in the Namib... try push           

starting an automatic… exactly.   

 

Then there is the old shopping trolley 

on the beach effect, thanks Carrington 

for this analogy as it is accurate . If 

you pull that trailer (think of your off 

road trailer in deep sand or mud,   

because it rains in the bush, and then 

the sand goes sinky and soft in winter 

so smaller engines and lighter weight  

may not be all  that bad in the real 

world. 

 

The car has a low range box, which is pretty standard in most 

off road vehicles, however this one’s selector is electronic - 

basic electronic, but so none the less.  I personally, and for no 

particular reason based on fact or science, prefer the ‘older’ 

manual (non-electronic) gear selectors as the only thing that 

can go wrong with them is the actual lever hand snaps in half.  

Whereas electronic are susceptible to and have been known 

to fail owing to water and dust penetration, and this I feel 

needs to be said even though I am the sort of person who  

believes that anything with a computer chip in it is the work of 

Satan. 

 

However it is a quite realistic and honest car as most people 

venture off road occasionally and only on a rutted dirt road 

but it is still good  to have a full off road gearbox especially in 

heavy weather were it is competent enough to get you out of 

the situation you find yourself in... and it can rain any time, as 

you know!  The car’s 4wd gear box is clever and splits the 

drive 50/50 via the central differential when you need it, but  

when you are on the tar the standard bias is 47/53 favouring 

the rear hence the good road manners. 

 

However that’s only half the story and like half cooking  the 

bun it doesn’t taste so good but fortunately our little Suzuki, 

in the full OFF road stakes, is tried and tested and is often 

very a  underrated quantity (this engine comes from the SX4 

and they have had time to iron out the kinks ) and one that 

can be appreciated.  More serious off roaders loyal to the 

brand should get a Jimmny which is more purpose built for 

that task.  The Vitara is  the  better choice if working in an 

office where occasional sojourns off road are more likely. 

 

I like this car, it is quite reasonable with a good on / off road 

ride, on the road where it has good all around manners it has 

many advantages like being easy to park thanks to the light 

controls, smooth gears and easy steering and ample stowage 

so good for packing especially in school holidays 

as it is quite spacious inside.  A real boon I 

might add is reasonable fuel consumption, a 

great climate control setup - well done Suzuki! 

This is very good, even better than some         

premium brands, especially with the current 

warmer weather. 

 

 The functional well set out Dash is user friendly 

and the ease of use of all controls is a  big plus; 

proper  lighting and comfy chairs and  large 

boot complete this picture, and  what more 

could you want in a good small family SUV?  

 

Price at about R 331 000 and a 3 year warranty 

and 6 year 90000 km service plan  are  included. 

Test car gratefully with courtesy from  

Suzuki South Africa 



During 2011 we tested and reviewed about 100 cars and 

from that fairly exhaustive list we have compiled our best 

and worst cars of the year.  However unlike the ‘normal’ 

SAGMJ Wesbank Car of the Year story what we do is select a 

car in each category and then pick one that stands our head 

and shoulders above the rest. 

 

Best Sport Sedan - Volvo S60 T6 AWD R-Design 

 

Best Sedan - Audi A7 

 

Best Sports Car - Maserati Gran Turismo MC Stradale 

 

Best Super Car - Ferrari 458 Italia 

 

Best Super Saloon - Bentley Continental Flying Spur 

 

Best Off Roader - Land Rover Defender… again! 

 

Best Hot Hatch - Alfa Romeo Giulietta QV 

 

Best Convertible - Bentley Continental GTC 

 

Best Luxury Car - Audi A8 

 

Best Compact Luxury Car - BMW 118i Sport 

 

Best Grand Tourer - Bentley Continental GT 

 

Best Cross-Over - Nissan Juke 

 

Best Value for Money - Audi TT-RS 

 

Best Bus - Chrysler Grand Voyager 

 

Best Super Hatch - VW Scirocco R 

 

Best Most Improved Vehicle - Nissan X Trail 

 

Best “Fun Factor” - Renault Clio III RS Cup Gordini 

 

Best “Most Insane” - Renault Megane RS 250 Cup 

 

Best “Biggest Nice Surprise” - Citroen DS3 Sport 

 

Best “Safest and Strongest” - Nissan Qashqai 1.6 

 

Best Wedding Car - Citroen C5 HDI 3.0 V6 

Best Fuel Consumption - Honda CRZ 

 

Best “Car with the Most Potential” - Suzuki Kizashi 

 

And now for the other side of the coin... 

 

Worst Sport Sedan - Mercedes Benz C63 AMG 

 

Worst “I could be so much more, but I am not” - Renault 

Fluence Privilege 

 

Worst Off Roader - GWM H1 (Hover) 

 

Worst Hot Hatch - Opel Astra 1.6 Turbo 

 

Worst Value for Money - VW Golf R 

 

Worst Handling Car - Hyundai Accent 1.6 

 

Worst Build Quality - GWM CB150 M.E 

 

Worst Package Deal - GWM CB150 M.E 

 

Worst Car on Earth - GWM CB 150 M.E 

 

Worst “Biggest Disappointment” - Mercedes Benz C180 C 

 

Worst Fuel Consumption - Bentley… all of them, but who 

     cares anyway - it’s a Bentley! 

 

Worst “Most Ugly” - GWM CB150 M.E 

 

Worst “Pretender” - Dodge Caliber Mopar Edition 

 

Worst “Most Boring” - Honda Insight 

 

Worst Performance - Honda Insight 

 

Worst “If my friends see me in this piece of crap I will have 

to kill myself” - Honda Insight 

 

Worst “Biggest Scam on Earth” - the hateful Honda Insight 

 

So, as you can see there have been some winners and        

losers, some bigger than others. 

 

Bentley wrapped up a few awards, as did Audi and               

Renault… congratulations to all our winners, and to our 

losers (except Bentley) please in the name of all that is  

sacred learn from your mistakes. 

 

So… our overall winner of the prestigious Naked Motoring 

Car of the Year 2011 Award is… the Volvo S60 T6 AWD.  

Well done to Volvo for creating this magnificent vehicle and 

may they sell millions of them! 



The Festive Season has just passed and with it the 

usual masses were arrested for Drunk Driving, and the 

chance is everyone knows at least one person who was 

one of the unlucky ones. 

 

I do, and in fact he was caught on 30 December.      

Having had a few drinks at home, my friend felt like a 

snack, so he jumped in his car and went to visit the 

local Mac Donalds… and guess what force of evil was 

waiting at the entrance to the Mac Donalds?  That’s 

right the bastards known also as the Johannesburg 

Metropolitan Police Department (JMPD).  Now this in 

fact was the second incident that I have heard of the 

cops ambushing hungry motorists at Mac Donalds  

entrances… maybe there is a lesson here… if you are 

stupid enough to drive under the influence don’t go to 

Mac Donalds, rather go to a petrol station and get a 

packet of chips or a pie. 

 

Another small and possibly invaluable thing to remain 

mindful of is that the JMPD do NOT have jurisdiction 

on private property, which a petrol station is and 

therefore may not come and pester you as long as you 

remain there.  They would have to call the proper police and 

get them to approach you.  Of course anyone who has called 

the police and died of old age before they arrived will realise 

that you are pretty safe from the JMPD in this regard. 

 

Now back to my friend.  He was breathalyzed and the reading 

was somewhere around double the legal limit.  Now because 

the hand held breathalyzers have no evidential value in court 

because of their inaccuracy he was dragged off to the          

Olivedale Clinic where blood was drawn for the formal blood 

alcohol tests, and from there taken to the Honeydew Police 

Station where he was detained. 

 

R 1500 later his bail was paid, and he was set free and warned 

to appear in court on 20 December 2011.  That’s right, you 

read correct - he must be in court almost a year later because 

according to the police that’s how long the blood testing 

takes.  Whatever happened to the Right to a Speedy Trial? 

 

I am sorry, but that is the most pathetic thing I have ever 

heard of in my life.  I would go so far as to suggest that this 

unreasonably lengthy delay is unconstitutional and would  

encourage anyone finding themselves in this situation to        

challenge the constitutionality of this delay. 

 

However so saying if you read the Constitution (108 of 1996) 

in Section 35, Sub-Sections d (i) and d (ii) it clearly states that 

any person arrested and charged MUST appear before court 

no later than 48 hours after being charged.  In this regard the 

police have actually acted outside the law and should be      

punished. 

 

From a source within the police, it is apparently the view of 

staff within the prosecution service that these delays are      

unacceptable and that those accused should challenge the 

situation.  Now that is a very strong message,          

especially considering from whence it comes. 

 

Further confirmation was received from the National 

Prosecution Authority that our view of the matter is 

correct and that accused persons are being         

unlawfully treated in terms of the Constitution in 

that their rights are being violated.  However when 

asked to put this in writing the NPA came up with a 

million excuses. 

 

We asked the police for a formal comment, which 

they eventually gave.  However I have never before 

seen such disingenuous attempts to avoid actually 

answering my questions.  The NPA in short have just 

stopped answering questions and replying to e-mail 

messages. 

 

We have asked their top spokesperson Advocate 

Mthunzi Mhaga for a television interview, and this 

too has apparently fallen onto deaf ears. 

 

Yes, we live in Africa and yes, maybe it is our way of 

life to bribe the cops at every turn, but somewhere 

along the way the decent people have to say, STOP! 

 

I really believe we are onto something here, and 

whilst I am in not way advocating any unlawful        

behaviour or activities.  The same applies to the 

law… quite simply they have to follow it in order to 

enforce it, and if they don't then let the decent       

people to stop taking it lying down and show them 

up for exactly what they are… crooked, corrupt and / 

or useless. 



In 1993 Mercedes Benz launched a compact 

version of their flagship S Class, called the C 

Class.  It was in essence an identical looking 

vehicle just stripped of some luxury and nice 

to have items. 

 

The car, being cheap, utilitarian, luxury         

transport made it a huge success. 

 

Over the coming years the car evolved and 

improved and eventually gained its own        

individual styling and personality. 

 

Our test model is the recently launched 2012 model. 

 

Now before starting there is one thing that needs to be put on 

the table, and that is that the “250” part of the car’s name is 

NOT the size of the engine.  It is in fact an 1800cc turbo 

charged jobbie, which in the 250 configuration produces 

150kW and 310Nm.  The same engine is also used in the 180 

and 200 models, just differently ‘mapped’. 

 

This is actually very clever, because what it should mean is 

that Mercedes Benz will hold a smaller parts bin, and with 

standardising over many models there should also be a cost 

benefit to customers.  Whether or not this is the case is still to 

be seen, but it looks good on paper regardless. 

 

Like all Mercs the C250 comes with the 125 year pedigree, 

which in short means that what Mercede Benz offer YOU is 

125 years of experience in creating luxury cars, and that, no 

matter which way you cut, butter or slice it is a very, very 

good thing. 

 

The car is very nicely appointed with all the standard luxury 

finishes and toys you would expect to find in a R 470 000  

Mercedes Benz, plus a few nice new standard additions like 

the Driver Alert feature, which monitors the driver and asks 

politely for you to stop and rest if you get tired.  Blindspot  

and Lane Departure Warning is also there and works nicely. 

 

Seating is leather, naturally, as is the steering wheel and other 

panels. 

 

On the road in the C250 is actually a very nice place to be.  The 

car is incredibly comfortable, and delivers levels of driver  

comfort and luxury normally associated with bigger and more 

expensive cars. 

 

Our test model was fitted with one or two optional extras but 

in a car in this price bracket spending a few Rand on some nice 

to haves is hardly an issue. 

 

Carrington Laughton 

Copyright Naked Motoring 2011 

All Rights Reserved 



Copyright Naked Motoring 2011 

All Rights Reserved 

Handling is decent, and whilst being a bit 

soft and not very sporty, it is what you 

would expect to find in this type of car. 

 

Drive is to the rear, and this makes the car 

dynamically fun to drive.  It does have the 

Mercedes Benz anvil type traction control 

that removes all drama and excitement from 

the driving experience, however this         

fortunately can be turned off through a  

relatively involved process of scrolling 

through various menus… alas no quick on 

and off button.  The safety police have      

spoken.  This is a German car, so this type of 

overkill to prevent you from accidentally 

doing something that may kill you is abundantly obvious. 

 

Interior space is abundant and the boot is more that         

adequately proportioned to accommodate whatever luggage 

you decide to take along for your travels. 

 

In conclusion the Mercedes Benz C250 is in my view the best 

of the new C Class models.  It offers very good value for 

money.  It offers good performance, and in this climate 

where petrol costs more than the stuff Harry Potter keeps 

under his cloak it also offers good fuel economy.  During our 

test period the car achieved an average fuel consumption 

figure of 8.2 litres per 100km. 

 

Would I buy one?  Very definitely yes!  It is a bit dull and not the 

most exciting car to come out of the Mercedes Benz stable in 

recent years, but it is an incredibly good buy, and no owner of 

one of these cars will ever walk up to it on the morning with a 

sad face.  It makes you feel special and that alone makes it very, 

very worthwhile. 

Test car with grateful courtesy from  

Mercedes Benz South Africa 



Dear Naked Motoring. 
 
The Savage report 
 
“So... here’s Johnny” thanks for the good work, keep it up     
Naked Motoring. 
 
They allow my post out rarely and it is very unusual, for me to 
write to a magazine.  Sorry mom no letter this year   
 
To get the best and brightest in the industry given carte 
blanche to write and KEEP US ENTERTAINED! It’s not like every 
time you buy the magazine you buy a car. 
 
Amazed by the credibility given to a man who, get this, reckons  
take a Subaru Forrester a good SUV but no tree pushing ability 
like you need off road! Hahaha I’d pay to see that, as he pushes 
over sapling trees. P.S. they recover if your vehicle is not to 
low, as he goes rock crawling with it and forges through  
rivers... I think not, so get a brain Denis, as he tells fat ones 
and seems not to be able to recognize off road reading about 
it from behind the newspaper he must be, if there is a road it’s 
not off road, you idiot. 
 
Even better the only one who can write about a certain super 
car - what he knows, other than putting people to sleep under 
the desk somewhere, he’s good at polishing his head and  
trumpeting his own virtues.  I want to hear how a car like that 
feels yet nowhere is a sense of fun or excitement, no one  
reviews a super CAR and succeeds in boring us to death with it, 
unreadable nonsense, the self involved wet blanket. 
 
So thank you Naked Motoring  
 
Another good year 
 
The Savage 

Hi Naked Motorin
g. 

 
I just want to writ

e you a short note
 to 

tell you that I hav
e been following y

ou 

since the old New
s Time days. 

 
I love your article

s and reviews.  I th
ink 

your approach to m
otoring is sincere

 

and presents the c
ars in a matter of 

fact and unbiased
 manner. 

 
Keep up the good w

ork and all the bes
t 

for 2012. 

 
Kind regards. 

 
Graeme from Bryanston 

Dear Naked Motoring. 
 

I am your biggest fan!  I visit your website on a daily basis and eagerly await the next review.  I think 
your stories are excellent and I in fact bought my wife a car based on one of your articles. 
 

I have read a lot of other motoring magazines and find yours the best.  You are honest and the way 
you describe the experience in the cars is very good and thoroughly entertaining.  

I look forward to your articles in 2012.  

Best wishes. 
 

Sandor Egyed from New Zealand 
 

P.S. When are you going to review the new Lamborghini LP700? 

If you would like to write to us, we will       

happily publish your letters. 

 

Please write to info@nakedmotoring.co.za 
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There is a certain something about an ultra 

luxury car.  There is a certain something 

knowing that only very few cars are built       

completely without compromise from the 

finest materials known to man.  There is a 

certain something about a person that will 

find them behind the wheel of one of these 

masterpieces. 

 

This certain something is called the Bentley 

Continental GTC. 

 

Bentley launched the old Continental in varying formats     

several years ago, but because of the five year period that the 

launch took, by the time the car was actually launched the 

technology was already old and had been surpassed 

by its rivals, which are basically Rolls Royce and 

Maybach.  However so saying, the car was by        

conventional motoring standards streets ahead, but 

in current times it was becoming dated. 

 

So Bentley went out to all their regular customers 

and asked the question, “what would you like to 

see in the new Continental?”. 

 

The result of that poll birthed the concept that       

became reality. 

 

The new car is not that radically different looking 

from the old model, yet it is a completely new car 

and every panel from nose to bum is different.  The 

untrained eye will not spot the differences, but put 

the two cars together and they are notably marked. 

For one the lines are more defined and sharper, whereas the 

old model was more rounded.  Inside the car however is 

where the biggest changes are to be found.  The technology in 

the new car is current and in many respects ahead of the 

game.  The same applies under the bonnet. 

 

Our test model was fitted with the “Mulliner Driving             

Experience” package, which basically comprises every            

necessary extra that anyone could want.  The standard car is 

amazing and wants for nothing, but our test car was just that 

bit more refined.  It is a Bentley and therefore comes standard 

with pretty much everything possible, the complete list of 

which is far too lengthy to mention, and in my view is not 

something that this type of car need to advertise.  This car 

Carrington Laughton 
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sells itself and does not need to be 

qualified by its equipment.  It is after all 

a Bentley! 

 

From a technological perspective the 

new car is loaded to the brim with new 

toys, all of which are very easily         

accessed through the centre dash 

mounted touch screen system, which 

includes individual car settings,            

telephone, radio, video and satellite 

navigation (with two different display 

modes).  My only gripe is that to load a 

DVD you need to eject the navigation 

DVD disk, which of course negates the 

use of the navigation  system.  This gripe 

is however a very, very small one       

because for safety  reasons you need to 

be stationary to watch a DVD anyway.  If 

however you want to listen to your    

favourite music CD on a long journey, 

this could become very irritating. 

 

For added safety and now a legal requirement in some             

countries, the car has daytime LED lights, which very subtly 

encircle the outer (of two) headlights. 

 

Now for the bit everyone has been waiting for… the            

engine and performance.  The GTC has an upgraded and       

improved version of the six-litre W12 twin-turbo engine from 

the older Continental GT, but the new motor has more power, 

up from 412kW to 427kW and more torque - 700Nm up from 

650Nm, which is a lot more.  Acceleration from zero to 100 

kilometres per hour is dealt with in about 4.5 seconds and top 

speed is a shade under 315km/h.  The car is supercar fast, yet 

unlike any other supercar sports refinement and luxury, which 

makes it all the more impressive.  On the open road the GTC is 

truly at home.  It has a superbly comfortable and stable ride, 

even at very high speeds, and even starts to give a proper 

return on fuel usage.  Heavy traffic however it’s the cars arch 

nemesis, and it punishes you for placing it in traffic by         

drinking all the fuel. 

 

The old engine had a ‘proper’ Bentley badge on it whilst the 

new one has some cast metal thing that, whilst not        

cheapening the overall appearance was noticed to have been 

not quite as nice as the old one… or maybe I am just being 

over critical. 

 

If the GTC was a stripped out racer one could easily              

understand the performance figures, but when you consider 

that this car weights almost a ton more than a Ferrari FF and 

is packed with every possible toy the heart could want you     

begin to understand just how 

amazing it is. 

 

Tradition however, despite all 

the ultra-modern touches has 

not been forgotten and much of 

the car remains old-school  

Bentley, like the analogue clock 

made still by Breitling, which for 

those of you who don't know 

are one of the worlds finest 

clock and watch makers. 

 

The interior is beautiful and is 

finished in a way that is almost 

impossible to describe.  The best 

description however would be 

“without compromise”.  If you 

can imagine it, then Bentley will 

create and make it. 

 

The wood finish, quite simply is 

faultless.  Only the finest wood 

extracted from root burls are 



Test car gratefully with courtesy from  

Bentley South Africa 

Copyright Naked Motoring 2011 

All Rights Reserved 

used in these cars.  Not being a 

botanist I needed to find out what 

a root burl was, and discovered 

that in certain trees buried deep 

underground a rare occurrence 

sometimes takes place and the root 

of the tree swells up to biblical        

proportions.  The wood contained 

therein is of the highest quality and 

the grain patterns are very, very 

rare and unique.  They are          

expensive, hard to find and difficult 

to harvest, but this is the only 

wood good enough to go into a 

Bentley. 

 

Then there is the leather, taken 

from herds of Bentley loyal cows 

from barbwire free zones (to not 

scratch their hides) who happily 

make the ultimate sacrifice and 

allow their perfect and                 

unblemished hides to adorn one of 

the finest cars ever made.  The entire interior is leather clad, 

including the roof lining of the soft convertible roof. 

 

The carpeting is thick and luxurious and if it weren't illegal I 

would strongly advise driving this car barefoot, because it 

feels just that nice. 

 

As mentioned the car is a convertible with a soft top.  Now in 

this modern era where many manufacturers are opting for the 

metal folding roof option, please remain mindful of one thing.  

They do that so you are getting a hard top AND a soft top in 

one car… in other words a compromise between the two.  

Bentleys are made WITHOUT compromise, and if you want a 

hard top then that is what the GT is for, and if you want a  

convertible then you can also buy the GTC.  Just off the        

subject for a second, but statistically most Bentley owners 

have more than one. 

 

Unfortunately for the rest of the motoring world Bentley, with 

this car has set a new benchmark for a soft convertible roof.  I 

have tested MANY convertibles, both in soft and hard top  

configurations and none of them can even come close to   

offering the same sound insulation of the GTC.  It in fact cuts 

out ALL outside noise.  The roof comprises of a three layered 

setup, as opposed to the more conventional single layer used 

by 99% of motor manufacturers.  I reckon when they were 

designing it one man sat inside the car, and another stood 

outside and if the man in the car could hear anything then the 

other would shave another sheep and stuff its wool into the 

roof.  As  comical as that may sound, that is sort of how        

Bentley’s are made.  There is no set formula to them, other 

than they have to be the best of the best of the best.  Its that 

simple! 

 

In short all other convertibles shall now be judged against this 

one, and unfortunately for them most will likely, if not always, 

fall short of the perfection “Bentley” mark. 

 

Our test car’s colour combination was a stunning darkish  

silver colour, which almost was the colour of brushed         

aluminium and the interior a deep red colour with traditional 

walnut wood.  Together a very, very, very good combination. 

 

Driving a Bentley is one of life’s greater rewards, and owning 

one is too.  It is not just a car, but a spoil of success.  People 

buy these cars to reward themselves.  This car is 

as close to perfection as is humanly possible, and 

Bentley have achieved bringing hundreds of 

years of coach building tradition into the modern 

era in such a brilliant way that they have to be 

commended. 

 

I believe the new Continental GTC to be the best 

convertible GT car currently on the  market, and I 

have a feeling it is going to be there for a very 

long time to come. 



The Power Edition 

 
Audi’s mighty RS 5 and TT-RS Coupe 

take to the streets 

 

Bentley Continental Flying Spur Speed 

boasts its 325km/h top speed 

 

Ferrari California… boulevard cruiser 

or ballistic missile? 

The new MG 6 Sportback driven and put 

through its paces 

 

Go Kart racing - a lot more than you think it 

is 

 

The benefits of Advanced Driving courses  

explained 

 

The new and amazing Ferrari FF launched in 

SA… and we were there! 

 

Plus loads more fun, exiting, informative and 

interesting stories 

If you would like to 

advertise in the 

Naked Motoring 

Magazine, please 

direct your enquiry 

to 
info@nakedmotoring.co.za 


