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I came to Italy on business and the whole �me over 

there, something was bothering.me. 

It was the fact that Naked Motoring had missed the 

launch and subsequent tes�ng of the Alfa Romeo 

4C… this of course did not sit very well with me, so even 

though it is a bit late, here is our official review of what is 

quite possibly the most important car to Alfa Romeo in the 

last 20 years… if not ever. 

Red, black or white, and in that order, are the only three 

colours that should ever be considered when buying this car 

because in those it is one of the most beau�ful cars on the 

road. 

Thankfully the test model I managed to find was in 

red… classic beauty personified. 

Beneath the engine cover in the back is a 1750cc 

turbocharged four cylinder engine which breathes 

177kW and 350Nm of life into this amazing li/le car… 

yes, that’s right it is mid-mounted. 

What that translates to on the road is perfect balance 

and handling dynamics that can only be likened to 

supercars… yet this car costs just a smidgen over a 

million and a bit Rand, which is also at least four 

million less than other mid-engined cars from Italy… or 

anywhere else for that ma/er. 

Firstly there is carbon fibre and lots of it, and that makes the 

car very light.  As a result the seemingly small engine can 

catapult the 4C to 100lm/h from a stands�ll in 4.5 seconds 

and offers a top speed on 258 km/h… that is course if you 

don’t know the trick… 

If you put it in race mode and depress the brake pedal, 

engage first gear using the right paddle and accelerate the 

car will rev to 3500 rpm at which point you release the brake 

and the car, in launch mode, will race off and 4.5 seconds 

later you are at 100km/h… which is pre/y standard stuff… 

BUT if you also pull the le8 paddle the car will rev to 6000 

rpm and when you release the brake 100km/h arrives in 4.2 

seconds.  But keep it a secret and don’t tell Alfa I told you so. 
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Classic beauty personified 
the Alfa Romeo 4C coupe 



Beneath the surface in true supercar format is a 

carbon fibre tub to which forward and rear facing 

aluminium scaffolding is a/ached, onto which the 

body, suspension, engine and such are a/ached 

The en�re chassis weighs only 65kg… that’s a lot less 

than I do.  So when I said earlier it is light that was no 

exaggera�on.  Then when you add the scaffolding the 

weight goes up to only 107kg.  The en�re car, with 

fuel, in fact weighs only 1 118kg.  This, if my maths is 

right, allows for a  power to mass ra�o of 0.199kW per 

kilogram, which is very good. 

As a result of all this the car will fly off the start line 

like a startled cockroach.  It also handles like a dream. 

I won’t bore you with talk of double wishbones (not 

the chicken sort) and such drivel, but what I can 

confirm is that the suspension setup is excep�onally 

good.  For a standard road car the 4C has a decidedly 

race car feel to it. 

And because it is light you can brake so much later and 

power through corners glued to the road.  It is by far 

the most fun car I have driven so far this year, and last 

year when I drove it… well lets just say that for two 

years now the fun factor has been delivered by one 

server… and its Italian. 

The overall size of the car is also to its advantage.  It is 

compact, which makes it a really prac�cal car for 

Copyright. Naked Motoring 2017. All rights reserved 



Copyright. Naked Motoring 2017. All rights reserved 

everyday use, and that is a really good thing because 

to own such an awesome vehicle and then be limited 

to weekend only use would be a sinful waste. 

The headlights do admi/edly look slightly arachnid in 

their design, but they do make it in a spider too… 

The interior is a really nice place to be, and the 

instrument panel comprises a screen upon which all 

the informa�on you will ever need is displayed.  Being 

Italian it has some quirks, but these are so insignificant 

I am not even going to bother lis�ng them and rather 

invite you to go and drive one of these incredible li/le 

cars to see what your pros and cons are.  I shall not 

poison the well with my pedan�c a/en�on to detail. 

I love the 4C and if I were a younger man I would 

definitely have one… and now as I am an older man I 

am seriously considering how to sell the idea to my 

family without it looking like the answer to a midlife 

crisis, because believe me there is no such nonsense 

when it comes to this car. 

Other bigger penile compensa�ons are there to serve 

that purpose, and have done so for genera�ons. 

This one on the other hand is so incredibly special, 

stunningly beau�ful, brilliantly engineered and will put 

a smile on your face every �me you drive it… 

guaranteed sa�sfac�on at an affordable price.  What 

more could anyone ask for? 


