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Back home in South Africa I own an Audi RS3 Sportback.  

The previous genera�on RS3, a 2014 model and his name 

is Wolfgang.  I would love the new one, but owing to the 

fact that I basically live on a more permanent basis in the 

UK and I travel a hell of a lot ge)ng the new car wouldn’t 

really be a sensible decision… and there is the ques�on of 

loyalty too. 

Wolfgang is the perfect man in my life; he is always there when I 

need him, he never goes out without me, never comes home drunk 

and when he needs to perform there are never issues of ‘anxiety’.  I 

am very happy with my Wolfgang… or rather I was un�l last week 

when a Nardo Grey RS3 Qua3ro sedan was delivered to my flat in 

London… isn't this is how infidelity starts? 

Nardo, as he shall be named for this ar�cle is a younger model, and 

he clearly went to gym a lot more than my Wolfgang.  Now 

Wolfgand is the 250kW variety RS3, which is far from being ever 

thought of as a slow car.  In fact it is excep�onally quick, but 

the newer Nardo… well 294kW compared to 250kW is quite 

a difference… and to 100km/h the Nardo is at least half a 

second quicker (4 seconds as opposed to 4.5 seconds). 

Decisions, decisions… what do I do? 

The Nardo has a brand new aluminium five-cylinder 

turbocharged engine, which not only produces more power 

but sounds so much nicer… the old car is growly, but this is 

just more growly and more manly. 

The car uses the latest Qua3ro all-wheel drive system which 

moves available power between the front and back wheels 

dependent on need… and it works excep�onally well. 

The new engine is mated to a seven-speed dual-clutch 

automa�c gearbox.  The new engine, for those of you who like facts 

and figures, weighs 26kg less than the old iron block engine. 

An RS3 rides lower than an A3 by a fairly significant 25mm and the 

track is widened at both ends.  What all of this means is that it 

handles be3er than any other A3. 

Now the sedan, whilst mostly the same as its sister, the Sportback, 

does differ in a number of material ways. 

The roof for one is lower, by 12mm which allows for a slightly lower 

centre of gravity, and the rear track is 14mm wider.  It is also 

marginally longer and a negligible 5kg heavier.  In short, 

dynamically a much be3er car than the Sportback. 

The test car came fi3ed with op�onal 19 inch rims, RS suspension 

springs with adap�ve dampers, carbon ceramic brakes and an 

ac�ve RS sport exhaust. 
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Inside the car, compared to the old one, there is a bit more 

equipment and splashes of colour here and there, which 

whilst not material does add something nice to the equa�on. 

Again, the test car came with the op�onal “RS Design Pack”, 

which added bits of red to the interior… the aircon vents, 

seatbelt edging, seat s�tching and branded mats. 

Nice touches, and a break from the conven�on… perhaps 

even a worthwhile addi�on. 

In conclusion the inside is really nice and there was no real 

issues insofar as material quality is concerned. 

The sea�ng posi�on though is a bit odd… you sit slightly 

higher than you should, in my opinion.  And I would imagine 

that a taller person would have to bend their legs, a bit like 

si)ng on a normal chair rather than lying back with legs 

outstretched in a low slung sports seat. 

Back seat space was fine for me… but I am not the biggest 

person in the world… a tall, or larger person would find 

themselves slightly cramped.  And the boot is big… the end. 

The new infotainment (MMI) system is excellent, if that’s 

your sort of thing in a high performance vehicle, and the 

‘virtual cockpit’ screen display in place of conven�onal 

instruments is an interes�ng, if not nice touch.  The rev 

counter - because it is an RS can be displayed centrally if you 

so choose. 

Something to consider… this car can outsprint an Alfa Giula 

QV, which has a bigger and Ferrari built engine, to 100km/h.  

Of course to do that you would need a perfect pull off using 

the launch control, in ideal condi�ons… but the point is it 

can do it. 

My cri�cism, and perhaps the only real one, is the brakes… 

they work too well.  The pedal is so sensi�ve and the brake 

bite so vicious that you find yourself constantly wrestling against 

being forced upright and away from the steering wheel… and if you 

brake heavily… your teeth are in danger of loosening.  This became 

quite �resome in heavy traffic. 

This in part may have something to do with this car NOT coming 

with the Dynamic Plus package, which fine tunes all these 

performance improvements and makes them work together. 

However out on the open road is where this car excels over the old 

one, and perhaps even its rivals; the Mercedes-AMG A45 and the 

like. 

Pedal to the floor and it picks up the pace stupidly quickly.  And 

then there is  the ride and handling… sublime doesn’t do the 

descrip�on proper jus�ce. 

In a �ght bend you keep the power on and the car just digs in and 

grips harder… its almost as if the more you want it to lose its 

composure that it fights you harder not to do so.  It is wickedly 

awesome. 

The power seems endless and there is zero performance anxiety… 

it does what you want, when you want and how you want - for as 

long as you want… pity men don’t do this… 

There is a par�cular bit of road in Surrey where I like to do my 

tes�ng.  It is quiet, remote and the road is good… not as good as 

BOB back home, but not a bad subs�tute.  It is the right sort of road 

for a car like this; lots of twists and turns and some good bits 

where you can put on some speed. 

The Nardo loved this road, and begged for more, so that’s 

what I gave it… over and over again.  We raced up and down 

it for hours, stopping occasionally to take in a bit of scenery, 

or just for a break to catch my breath. 

This of course leaves me with a serious dilemma - what 

about my beloved Wolfgang back home. 

I suppose one good thing about there being a new RS3 is 

that the old one will become cheaper to buy secondhand, 

and you wouldn’t be sorry if you did… unless you had a run 

in with Nardo and then you would realize that trading up is 

some�mes a good op�on… perhaps even a sensible one. 
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The RS3 sedan costs a not too shy R 925 500, which is 

admi3edly quite a lot of money for an A3 with bitey brakes, 

a boot and a boosted engine, but oh what an engine… 

I was in love with Wolfgang, but now I have another, and I 

don’t feel dirty for my treachery… Wolfgang will understand, 

I know he will, because the new one is just so much be3er 

and will meet all my needs, even at the heavy price. 

In vehicle tes�ng we always ask ourselves, “would I buy 

one?” and admi3edly 99.99999% of the �me the ques�on is 

a bit hypothe�cal and academic… but not today because not 

only would I buy one, but I have ordered one… in Nardo 

Grey, with a boot, and red interior trim. 

My new love’s name is Nardo and I feel happier and more 

care-free than ever before. 

Now I just need to work harder and write more reviews to 

pay for the damn thing. 


