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Dear Naked Motorists. 

Welcome to our second issue, and in this one we have dialled up the fun 

factor by quite a lot. 

As a South African exclusive, and first, we interview the incredible “Malaysian Professional 

Motorsport Athlete” Leona Chin, the girl racer ranked the Best Asian Female Racing Driver in 

the world… and she is only 31 years old! 

We review the Bentley Continental GT Supersports… a four seater capable of 336km/h which 

technically makes it the fastest car in the world with back seats.  Then there is the Ford GT 

and Ferrari 488GTB which our Jennifer in her travels explores for us.  James, appropriately 

named for this test, gets stuck into the Rolls Royce Ghost, and then goes completely in the 

other direction with the mad, and very green, Mercedes AMG GT-R. 

The other reviewers Thys, Howard, Oliver, Mark, Charlene and I get our claws into a collection 

of some pretty awesome, and some just interesting cars for your entertainment… such as the 

top-of-the-range McLaren 720S, which exceeded all our expectations. 

We welcome back Glen and then newcomers Kate, Kevin and Thembi to the Poet’s Corner and 

hope their stay is rewarding. 

Oliver also delivers the amazing tale of the journey of the Porsche 911 from its birth and 

humble beginnings in 1963 to the fantastic current 991 series.  Perhaps even soon we will test 

the new GT 2 RS, the most powerful and fastest Porsche currently available… or ever 

available. 

My team has outdone themselves in rising to a challenge to review a Mustang for two 

brothers, aged 5 and 6, and Oliver got the honour of the magazine review. 

We have risen… like a Phoenix from the ashes… and our readership after only one issue is a 

mind blowing 37 700, which I can only attribute to the hard work of my team who have my 

sincerest and heartfelt thanks. 

And the best is yet to still come… we are only warming up now… 

So, dig in and we hope you enjoy our magazine this month and please visit our new website 

and don’t be shy to share your comments, suggestions and views with me. 

Regards and happy driving! 

 

Leon RehrlLeon RehrlLeon RehrlLeon Rehrl                                    editor@nakedmotoring.co.za    
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Meet the Naked Motoring Team 

This is the new Naked Motoring Team, who all come from massively different 

backgrounds, which, as a result allows them to bring to the table a varied and 

completely fresh approach to journalism. 

The Johannesburg team is led by Leon, who is a co-founder of the original 

Naked Motoring and now editor-in-chief.  His team comprises Howard, 

Charlene, Mark, Glen, Kevin, Kate and Thembi . 

In Cape Town we have Thys who is a member of the original and founding 

Naked Motoring team who is responsible for and runs all things Mother City 

related as well as managing our website and other I.T stuff.. 

All ex-pats and now based in Europe we have James, Oliver and Jennifer on 

the team. 

And of course there is The Savage, a former professional racing driver who has 

returned to us to bring his vastly knowledgeable and somewhat unusual 

approach to all things motoring… he of course doesn’t really have a home at 

all, except of course the one he sits in... and holds its steering wheel…  

If you would like to write to them, then please send a mail to 

team@nakedmotoring.co.za and ask whatever you want. 

HOWARD CHARLENE 

THYS SAVAGE MARK 

JAMES 

OLIVER JENNIFER GLEN 

KATE 

KEVIN 

THEMBI 
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We invite our readers to e-mail us their le<ers, comments, ques>ons or sugges>ons, 

and wherever possible we will try to publish all communica>on. 

Please send to magazine_submissions@nakedmotoring.co.za 

Great magazine.  Great ar�cles.  Am glad you 

are back. 

I see that a lot of your tes�ng is done 

overseas, is there a reason for this? 

Alex, Johannesburg. 

Hi Alex. 

Thanks for your compliment and your 

support.  The answer to your ques�on is two-

fold; firstly Oliver, Jennifer and James are 

based overseas and secondly for reasons that 

have yet to be ascertained we sadly are not 

ge+ng the same response and support from 

local, South African car companies as we did 

before. 

We hope in �me this will change, but un�l 

then we will just soldier on using all available 

means to deliver a great magazine. 

Ed. 

I received a copy of the magazine late last month 

from a friend and what a fantas�c read! 

The price is very compe��ve and the quality of the 

reviews is very much on par with any other 

publica�on. 

I only have one ques�on.  Why are there so many 

reviews compared to other magazines and less 

stories? 

Willem, Paarl 

Hi Willem. 

Thanks for your le2er and I am glad you like 

the magazine. 

The answer to your ques�on is a simple one… 

we are a motoring magazine and therefore 

focus primarily on vehicle tes�ng and 

reviews… 

The ‘stories’ are there too, but take a 

backseat if the space is needed for reviews. 

Keep reading and keep in touch. 

Ed. 

I love that girl… the one who did the Ssangyong 

review!!  Jennifer.  Where else has she worked? 

Do you have a contact number for her? 

Sergio 

Hi Sergio. 

Jennifer has worked as a freelancer for a number 

of other publica�ons over the last ten or so years. 

You can’t have her number, unfortunately.  I will 

however convey your gree�ngs and compliments. 

Ed. 
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Teka Tekkies are hand painted and affordable 

shoes in fun and funky designs. 

Available in sizes 3 to 8 (or other sizes on order) 

For product information please visit our website 

www.tekatekkies.co.za 
or call 079-024-6159 

Dear Editor. 

I am not an old Naked Motoring reader; in fact 

un�l recently I had never heard of Naked 

Motoring. 

However I used to work with Jennifer M. and have 

followed her wri�ngs. 

Having said this, I am thoroughly impressed by the 

overall presenta�on and content style of the 

magazine.  It is crisp, unconven�onal and honest, 

which is really refreshing. 

I am a convert and will spread the word. 

All the best and keep up the good work. 

Regards. 

Tim, Cape Town 

What a fantas�c mag!!  and so different, yet 

similar to the old one.  I love it!! 

The price is also right, and cheaper than anyone 

else, which if I remember correctly was how it was 

originally? 

Looking forward to upcoming issues. 

Xolani, Johannesburg 

Hi Xolani. 

The original magazine was R10 back in 

2012. 

We believe in making it affordable and good 

value for money.  Ed. 
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Portugal: For many years Bentley has been making the 

Con>nental GT, and a few years ago they brought out a 

faster version called the Supersports… and then the new 

GT was launched and the Supersports was no more.  Un>l 

now... 

522kW and 1017Nm is what makes this GT different from all those 

that have come before… 

That is enough torque to rip a hole in the fabric of >me and space… 

colossal doesn’t even begin to describe it! 

It is also the fastest four-seat car in the world with a top speed of 

336km/h… which admi<edly is only 1km/h more than the Ferrari 

GTC4Lusso (and the FF which it replaced) which has held the >tle 

since 2012.  However more is more, and that’s all that ma<ers 

today. 

Bentley also put the car on a diet, and managed to shed 40kg, 

which has had about the same effect on weight saving as a fat 

person taking off a pair of socks, however this fa<y has a weapon 

of mass destruc>on under the bonnet which more than adequately 

carries its two-ton plus bulk. 

The car in typical Bentley fashion is a beau>ful thing to behold, and 

inside it is an amazing and thrilling place to be. 

It is built by hand and finished using only the finest materials 

known to man.  This being a more sporty version there is much 

carbon fibre and li<le peeled tree… but that’s perfect in the same 

way that running shoes have rubber soles instead of leather ones.  

Leather is aplenty and the test car was upholstered in the model 

specific three-tone leather, which was two shades of grey and deep 

red... something Bentley call ‘hot spur’.  There are also sma<erings 

of alcantara… the synthe>c lightweight suede stuff that adorns only 

the fastest of cars. 

When you press the start bu<on the smile inducing whine that is 

synonymous with the W12 Bentley is heard and you select a gear 

using a conven>onal enough gear lever.  Driving the car around 

town is very easy and as pleasant as in any other Con>nental… so I 

decided to find some unpopulated road to see what would happen 

when the heavy boot was applied. 

Fortunately not long did I have to wait for the aforemen>oned road 

to present itself, free of traffic and Lisbon’s notorious ‘zero 

tolerance’ traffic police who would undoubtedly want to put me in 

jail for viola>ng their roads in such a fast machine. 

When you hit the thro<le the strangest thing happens… there is a 

slight pause… very slight... where nothing happens, and then the 

gates of Hell are opened and what assaults your senses is 

unparalleled. 

The bum dips, the nose liMs ever so slightly and the road starts 

geNng shorter very quickly, all whilst a the same >me you are 

pinned to the seat in terror watching the show. 

From a stands>ll 100km/h arrives in 3.4 seconds… and then 3.8 

seconds later 160 arrives… and so too do other illegal speeds within 

the same sort of >me jumps.  The top speed of 336km/h is reached 

in a lot less >me than you would expect. 

This is of course achieved by a combina>on of the 6 litre W12 

engine and the two massive turbochargers that are unique to this 

model. 

And when you run out of courage or you suspect one of the zero 

tolerance enforcers may be lurking under a rock nearby there are 
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massive carbon ceramic brakes to bring the car to a sudden and 

internal organ shiMing stop.  

Despite having huge 21 inch rims and ultra low profile tyres, at 

normal highway speeds the car is very quiet, incredibly sedate, 

comfortable and refined; but you always know that deep down 

there is a secret weapon which you can deploy any >me it becomes 

necessary… which seems to happen quite oMen. 

And it makes you feel very special because not only can it rip the tar 

off roads, but it has a different look than the standard GT or GT 

Speed for that ma<er. 

There is a fixed wing on the boot and the front end is deeper and 

more aggressive looking… the vents in the bonnet are also unique 

to the Supersports. 

And that is how it is supposed to be… if you buy something special 

then it MUST look the part. 

This car’s compe>tors are the Rolls Royce Wraith and Mercedes-

AMG S65 coupe… which to say the least is an impressive set of 

compe>tors. 

It’s not cheap… R 4 450 000 is where it begins… but what a journey. 

It is a curious thing though because we all know that there is a new 

Con>nental coming, probably as soon as later this year, yet this one 

almost wants to bring the car to life before it dies and that is 

something special. 

Unleashed upon the open road is 

where this car belongs… it is masterful 

and so incredibly quick, yet in a refined 

and civilized way.  Even with all its 

sporty a<ributes it is s>ll quiet and 

polite as any English gentleman, 

however when you want it to be a bit 

rude it does that too, and very well. 

An unearthly growl comes from the 

>tanium exhaust system that unnerves 

you and then intoxicates you… making 

you want more… it’s a four and a half 

million Rand drug. 

The Portuguese are known for many 

things… peri peri chicken, some odd 

fish dishes and spicy prawns… all of 

which are not exactly the norm, which 

is why Lisbon was the perfect loca>on 

for driving this mad, bright red Supersports 

because it is anything but normal. 

I actually recently drove a Porsche 911 GT3, which 

will feature in next month’s magazine and 

thought I would draw some comparisons to point 

out what sets the Supersports apart from other 

performance cars. 

For one the weight… as men>oned earlier it is 

heavy, very heavy even and most of the bulk is in 

the nose, which is the complete opposite to the 

Porsche.  The Bentley is however quicker. 

Then there is the interior… the Porsche whilst 

being very nice is a bit small and cramped 

compared to the massive propor>ons of the 

Bentley. 

Then there is exclusivity… well that’s pre<y 

obvious isn't it… 

You see the Bentley is a hand-built thing of wonder and full of 

technological impossibili>es whilst the 911 is everything German 

and thus very precise but it is s>ll somewhat boring by comparison. 

Now in South Africa both brands are under license by the same 

company, or person, Mr. Toby Venter… the same guy who bought 

the Kyalami racetrack for 200 odd million Rand… now the reason I 

men>on this is because if ever there was a conflict of interest in 

motoring, such now dwells between the Supersport and any other 

performance brand. 

I love the Bentley, and admi<edly I have always enjoyed their cars.  

Many, many a hour of happiness was spent inside one when all the 

cares of the world melted away, and that is what really makes them 

so special to me. 

They aren't the preNest, or the most prac>cal, but they offer 

something very special which is hard to explain.  A bit like trying to 

explain why you find one person more a<rac>ve than another 

outwardly and equally a<rac>ve person… some>mes its about more 

than the looks.  Some>mes its about more than personality.  

Some>mes is about more than how much fun they are. 

Some>mes its just because it feels right, and that perfectly sums up 

this crazy car. 
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Phoenix, Arizona, USA:  I have to admit right from the 

start that I do not like American cars… so when I found 

myself in Arizona for a few days with nothing to do, I  

decided to put my prejudices aside and for the greater 

good go and look at the new Ford GT. 

Bathed in yellow… and black GT stripes… and more yellow... is was 

what greeted me when Larry the Ford guy delivered the GT to my 

hotel… oh no I thought, why did I do this? 

AMer a short, and unnecessary briefing Larry leM to hunt burgers 

and I hopped into the Ford and leM before anyone would see me. 

Pre<y is not a word I would use to describe the way it looks… 

a<rac>ve is also not a word I would use to describe it…  

Racy perhaps could work… func>onal also… sleek… maybe. 

One word that does VERY accurately describe the car is big, very 

big… its nearly 4.8 metres long and 2.2 odd wide (at the mirrors) 

which in a world where supercars are trying to go the other 

direc>on does seem a li<le odd..  what’s even more odd is that 

despite its massive external propor>ons, inside the car you have 

about as much room between the seats as you do in a Mini, which 

the other supercar makers would never do… can you imagine 

elbowing your passengers in your Ferrari… it’s just unheard of. 

Expensive… obscenely expensive is another adjec>ve to describe 

the GT, and perhaps even stupidly so… it costs a massive $ 420 000, 

which in Rand terms is about R 5 500 000...and that’s BEFORE any 

import taxes and du>es.  In realis>c terms this as a R 7 million car 

on SA soil… and that is a hell of a lot for a Ford. 

At that price you would expect the car to be refined, but its not! 

At that price you would expect the car to be comfortable, but its 

not! 

At that price you would expect the car to be technologically 

superior to any cheaper, but its definitely not! 

So why the hell would anyone in their right mind hand over so 

much money for something that is clearly not worth it? 

For this answer I delve even deeper and start speaking with a 

decent amount of Southern twang. 

When Ford were developing this GT they basically locked 20 

designers in a basement un>l the GT was born and then it was 

revealed to the world… no spy pics, to industrial espionage… 

nothing… which makes you think that they were worried that their 

rivals would steal their ideas and put them into their own cars… 

hmmm, somehow I just don’t see this happening.  If you were to 

dig up Enzo Ferrari and put his body into a yellow GT, not only 

would he come to back to life to slap you for doing it but when he 

died again he would haunt you, ra<ling chains and everything for 

the rest of your days. 

12 
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So why is this car considered so special? 

More Southern twang perhaps?  Moonshine?  Dueling banjos?  I 

was determined to find the answer. 

So without further delay I pulled into a burger joint and mingled 

with some locals… 

I was full a quarter of the way through my burger; mainly because in 

America nothing is done in ‘small’… everything is in excess… and 

that’s when it dawned on me that that is exactly what this car is 

about. 

So I washed down the burger from the ‘big slurp’ bucket of Vanilla 

Coke and headed back out on the road. 

Ford may be staffed by a bunch of burger munching fat Yanks, but 

somewhere in the mix they did manage to get a few things right.  

First of all the car has a carbon fibre tub and isn't made from pig 

iron, or whatever American’s make cars from.  The manufacture 

standard roll cage I suspect was made from the oink stuff.  They 

have also used composites for the bodywork.  The engine, VERY 

untypically American, is not a V8 measured in cubic inches but 

rather a 3.5 litre twin-turbo V6 Ecoboost affair.  The clutch is a dual 

clutch seven speed thing, and not “four on the floor”… whatever 

that means in Americano. 

In an act of total defiance of everything American Ford have also 

managed to make the engine powerful… it produces 647bhp… or in 

free world speak that’s 482kW! 

Admi<edly and perhaps somewhat concerning 60% of the car’s 

engine components come from the F 150 pick-up… something that 

Ferrari wouldn’t ever be accused of. 

Apparently, and again un-Americanly, the car is aerodynamic and 

produces massive downforce and is quite slippery when needed. 

The methodology to achieve this however is typically American and 

as blunt as the bo<om of a worker’s boot. 

The suspension, which has two seNngs, has two sets of springs.  In 

normal driving mode both are used, but in ‘race’ mode one of the 

sets is compressed hydraulically and not used.  Sounds clever, 

however when you press the bu<on to perform this trick the car 

drops as if a chair is kicked out from under it, and when you want it 

to raise it feels as if its being liMed by an air-jack.  None of the 

civilized slow and gentle lowering and raising stuff… oh no, that 

would be too good for Ford. 

It is fast… I will give it that… 3 seconds to 100km/h and a top speed 

of 347km/h. 

Is the car worth it… not a sausage… I am not convinced or swayed 

by all the tech and marke>ng talk about race development and 

such… aMer all Ferrari and McLaren, for example aren't exactly 

strangers to race development, yet are able to produce comparable 

cars for a lot less than this one. 

Yes its hardcore and you get the sense that the thing was never 

actually intended for road use, but they put lights and mirrors on 

the thing, so like it or not its in the public eye. 

A supercar, perhaps.  A good supercar… not yet, but maybe one day. 
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Johannesburg:  In 2011 Naked Motoring reviewed the 

Peugeot 3008 and found it to be quite an interes>ng 

car… but a bit strange looking.  It was very unique, ugly 

to some even, but it did sort of establish an important 

thing, and that is that you don’t have to conform to the 

norms of styling and design. 

It was a cross-over, of sorts - sort of a hatchback with SUV 

a<ributes. 

The new one however by contrast is totally different and would be 

best described as a small SUV instead of the cross-over hatchback. 

The maker however has true to form defied the styling norms and 

made something different and a bit special.  However so saying the 

car does appeal more to the buyers of compe>>ve products like the 

VW Tiguan, Mazda CX-5, KIA Sportage, Nissan Qashqai and Ford 

Kuga instead of their original 3008 buyers who may have enjoyed 

its quirkiness. 

A sign of the >mes I suppose owing to the segment being very 

compe>>ve. 

Our test car, being the 1.6 GT-Line is in the middle of the range and 

costs R 499 500 .  Within the remainder of the range are some 1.6 

litre petrol and diesels and at the top end the 2.0HDi GT-Line. 

Inwardly the car is nice; everything is perfectly laid out and has its 

righYul place.  The controls are rela>vely simple and there are 

some really nice modern touches such as a large touchscreen with 

piano key style shortcut bu<ons on the dash… below which are the 

air condi>oning controls. 

The only thing that detracted somewhat from the overall package 

was the small steering wheel which owing its posi>oning did at 

>mes obscure the instrument cluster. 

Having a large family I found the car well sized and the rear seats 

more than adequately accommodated adults. 

So saying, and compara>vely speaking Peugeot does s>ll have a bit 

to learn from their rivals about designing rear accommoda>on.  Its 

not that its bad, its just that its not as good as, say, that of the new 

VW Tiguan (which I will be tes>ng in the near future). 

The car’s boot is big, but again could be bigger.  This as before is 

not a cri>cism but more an observa>on that Peugeot could have 

done it slightly be<er. 

This car gets as standard the new Connect Infotainment system, 

along with an 8 inch screen… naviga>on however is not standard 

and would be a nice addi>on considering that a rival French brand 

offer it standard in all their cars. 

The system is however compa>ble with most mobile devices, which 

made playing my favourite music quite easy. 
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Build quality is typically French, and therefore 

what could be regarded as the ‘good side of 

average’. 

Whenever driving a French car I am reminded of an 

old joke. 

In heaven the cars are German, the food French 

and the police Bri�sh, but in hell the cars are 

French, the food Bri�sh and the police are German. 

I wouldn’t go so far as to describe the 3008 as 

hellish, but compared to some con>nental rivals its 

just not quite as good. 

On the road the 3008 performs much as you would 

expect a mid-range mini-SUV to perform… nothing 

breathtaking but more than acceptable. 

The gearlever from >me to >me felt a bit ‘s>cky’, 

but this could well have been something specific to 

the actual test car and not the model itself. 

Handling is reasonably good and the GT-Line comes with 18 inch 

alloy wheels shod with Michelin tyres.  In heavy cornering there is 

an uncomfortable amount of body roll, which I believe could have 

been avoided somehow… if other cars can get it right then so could 

Peugeot. 

The car in my opinion owing to its ‘uniqueness’ is a bit odd, and 

therefore not something that I would consider buying. 

It is fun and quirky but at the same >me a bit annoying.  There are 

flaws, and some of them more irrita>ng than others, but a the end 

of the day also subject to individual tastes. 

I believe that if Peugeot had stuck with their original 3008 game 

plan, then this car would not only have been vastly be<er than the 

old one but also be<er than its rivals. 

Had Peugeot stuck with conven>on, we assume the 3008 would 

have been more sa>sfying to drive quickly. As it is, the steering’s 

fligh>ness exacerbates any slushiness in the body control, making 

the handling seem contrived and overwrought rather than 

mechanically organidc. 

My verdict is thus; the 3008 does offer you a small SUV comparable 

in size to a VW Tiguan, and owing to perhaps French flair for the 

drama>c they have created a very unique and dis>nc>ve looking 

motorcar.  It has many of the a<ributes one would expect to find in 

such a vehicle, but at the same >me lacks others. 

It is comfortable, and despite one or two minor foibles not too bad 

to drive. 

I suspect that if you bought one you would be happy with it, and 

that is what counts the most. 

Whether or not it is the best purchase in its class is however a 

completely other ma<er altogether.  I would say it is not, and that 

is also a sad thing because of the way in which it breaks from 

conven>on. 

I had high hopes for it, but was leM feeling somehow cheated. 

Peugeot know how to make great cars, so with a li<le more 

a<en>on to detail and a li<le less French flair this one, or rather the 

next one could be really good. 
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I was really impressed with the launch issue of this magazine 

and read every word on every page, un>l I reached pages 84 

to 105 being the new car price lis>ngs.  I read through these 

and was struck by just how many models there actually are. 

When you drive around you don’t see this… all you see is, for 

example a VW Polo, not realising that there are no less than 

nineteen different Polo models, and this got me thinking. 

Why are there so many?  Surely we aren't that spoiled for 

choice that we need that many? 

In that same range there are also half a dozen engines, which 

in my mind are four too many.  Petrol and diesel, that should 

be it!  Why do you need three of each? 

Personally I think its stupid, especially when you consider 

that 99% of these different models are created owing to 

interior trim… isn't that why there is a list of op>onal extras? 

So ponder this for a minute… you want to buy a Polo, so you 

wander into your local VW dealership and are met by a man 

who smiles too much.  He then offers you a choice of fuel.  

You choose petrol.  Then you select your paint colour, and 

then he asks if you want any extras… you then look at a long 

list and pick a few that will make your Polo nice and special 

for you.  The end. 

Instead now you have to decide on which of 19 models to 

buy, then pick a colour and then add extras… 

Sounds like the same thing more or less doesn’t it.. but you 

would be wrong.  You see if there are only two models then 

the produc>on costs don’t need to be high, but when you 

have 19 of the damn things your produc>on costs are high, 

which means that because there are so many they cost 

more. 

Then there is the issue of engines… the same range of cars 

has six… there are two 1.2TSi engines that offer different 

power outputs… come on people that’s ridiculous! 

And believe me I am not a<acking Volkswagen, because as it 

turns out most other manufacturers do the same thing… VW 

in fact are not the worst offenders by a long way. 

However when you look at your premium brands, and more 

expensive models there are less of them, a lot less.  For 

example, and staying in the VW family, the Toureg has only 

three models; two V6s and one V8... and all three are diesel. 

You would think that the more expensive the more op>ons, 

but no its actually the other way around… the ques>on is 

why? 

Well maybe cheaper cars are not as nice so manufacturers 

make them interes>ng by giving a lot of choice?  Or because 

cheaper car buyers are on >ghter budgets?  Maybe so, but 

my point s>ll stands that you don’t need hundreds of models 

of the basically the same thing. 

It is a fact that you can’t buy anything nice for less that about 

R 230 000, or at least something that will be nice to drive.  

This is s>ll quite a lot of money, and for which you are s>ll 

not geNng a lot… cars like the Suzuki SwiM, Toyota Yaris and 

Ford Figo come to mind… they are okay cars, but hardly the 

stuff of dreams. 

Take the Figo… it’s a very small car.  All of them have a 

1500cc engine, BUT this can be either a petrol or diesel, and 

it comes in hatch and sedan… yet there are nine of them, and 

if you look at the names it is patently clear the differences 

are only trim based.  So four becomes nine… and that’s my 

point; there are just too many and no good reason for their 

existence… or at least that’s what I think. 

Oh and it would appear that 19 is the magic number because 

that’s exactly how many Ford Focus models there are too… 

There are admi<edly a lot more than that when it comes to 

the bakkie market… many, MANY more, and the beau>ful 

new Range Rover Velar has 22 deriva>ves… twenty two!! 

I not saying that there is no reason for this… because I would 

be worried if there wasn’t.  I just wish the reason was 

apparent to me, because to me it just seems like the car 

makers of the world are spending a lot of effort making lots 

of models, which could be easily be cured with the addi>on 

of extras into a base model. 

Make these cars R 100 000 and then have a million op>onal 

extras… makes more sense for the buyer because you get 

exactly what you want.  Maybe not for the manufacturer? 

Of course I could be completely wrong, but I seldom am 

when it comes to things like this.  
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In a recent conversa>on 

with a friend it came to light 

that someone had recently 

told him that there are “no 

women in racing that were 

any good”… well Mister 

whoever you are, clearly you 

are not only uninformed but 

massively so… so please 

allow me to correct this 

injus>ce before this person 

further spreads these foolish 

lies. 

Women have been involved in motorsport for nearly 100 

years… ever heard of Hellé Nice or Dorothy Levi<? 

There are in fact a lot of women who race, albeit not that 

many in Formula One, but only a fool would think that F1 is 

the only type of racing that counts.  The list of different racing 

disciplines is vast! 

South Africa even has our very own girl racer, who actually 

won an F1 race… Desire Wilson is her name, and in the 80s 

she was a household name (photo insert below right). 

Here is a quote directly from her Wikipedia page, “Since 1978, 

Desiré Wilson has been recognised as the most accomplished 

female racing driver in the world.  To date, she is the only 

woman to have been licensed to drive in a CART Indycars 

event, as well as holding a FIA Super License, which enabled 

her to race at the highest level, FIA Formula One World 

Championship. In 1980, she won both the Monza 1000km and 

the Silverstone 6 Hours World Championship for Makes races, 

thereby becoming the first female to have outright victories in 

any FIA World Championship race.” 

So Mister know-it-all why don’t you s>ck that in your pipe and 

smoke it… 

Yes, I know that there are not as many women in racing as 

men, but there are also not as many men involved in fashion 

modelling as women… and that is because every industry has 

a dominant gender, and in motorsport it is men… but I am 

pre<y sure everyone knows that men model too… 

A few years ago an author named Alan Wilson wrote a book 

called “Driven by Desire”… and it was the Desire Wilson 

story… I have read it and it is a good book, so interes>ng in 

fact that I suggest you visit your Amazon or Kalahari 

bookstore and get a copy. 

I have raced before as well.  Not professionally like Desire, but 

I too have competed in races, and surprise, surprise I did quite 

well… in fact I even won one of them… and I was the only girl 

who entered. 

So there is more to this than just some misogynist chauvinist 

and clearly uninformed dismissal of the abili>es of all woman 

racers for all >me… and if nobody minds the world’s leading 

authority on the notorious Nürburgring (Norisring in 

Nuremberg) and the best driver on that par>cular circuit is 

Sabine Schmidt, who is a girl.  Men even fear her on that 

track... 

Then in the Indy 500 / Daytona 500 and NASCAR racing 

disciplines there are several girls who have done, and 

con>nue to do incredibly well.  Yes it is American and they 

don’t like turning corners, but racing is racing… why doesn’t 

our uninformed friend go tell Sarel van der Merwe that all 

his achievements amount to zero because he didn't get 

them in F1… 

And that is my point, girls can do things that men can, and in 

the world of motorsport we have a place… righYully earned. 

And to the man who made me pissed off enough to write 

this piece… any car, any day, any>me, any track… I challenge 

you to a race.  Are you man enough to accept? 
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In first gear, you select launch control, which usually only engages 

for a few seconds before it turns itself off.  What this does is it 

ac>vates the clutch.  Then you press the brake pedal with one 

foot and accelerate with the other.  When the engine reaches 

about 4500 rpm you release the brake and the clutch instantly 

engages and the car drives off… fast. 

If you don’t pull away within a certain amount of >me the clutch 

overheats and launch control deac>vates.  Dual clutch gearboxes 

are less prone to overhea>ng, but they will s>ll do so if you sit 

revving the car aimlessly and not pull off. 

This is not a system for racing at the traffic lights unless you know 

when the light is going to change, and can >me the process 

perfectly. 

So is that what you have? 

Well, for your sake I hope you do… now go and prac>ce… but 

remember not to cook the clutch by holding the brake under revs 

for too long… when the engine gets to the desired revs release the 

bunny… its not a toy to show off to your friends… unless you are 

racing them. 

Speaking of bunnies, have you ever wondered what a car would 

be like if the seats were made from bunny skins… soM, plush, 

hairy… nice!  Or… the outside was covered in the same stuff… 

There is a supermarket in a centre on the corner of William Nicol 

and Sloan (opposite Epsom Downs) which sells rabbits for the 

pot… but they have already been killed and skinned. 

Speaking of which, its lunch>me… 

Savage out… 

Apollo: Houston, we have a problem? 

Launch Control: Say what? 

Oh sorry, wrong type… ah the car sort… now we are 

talking. 

Have you ever been at a traffic light and someone pulls up next to 

you… they rev… you rev back… your leM foot has the clutch pedal 

pressed deeply into the carpet… your right revs the thro<le. 

The light changes… you hit the gas and ‘pop’ the clutch to get off 

the line as fast as possible… tyres squeal and off you go… sounds 

like fun doesn’t it, and I will bet that it is something everyone has 

done at least once.  But what if you have an automa>c? 

So you put together some money and buy a car that has launch 

control… good for you, but do you know how to use it properly? 

For one and in general terms only high performance cars have 

proper launch control, and if yours works any differently from 

what I am about to describe then it is not launch control… and you 

were suckered by a salesman.  Sorry. 

Before star>ng I need to explain what launch control actually 

does… because it has more than one purpose.  It must get you off 

the line fast, BUT at the same >me elimina>ng wheel spin and 

hop, maximise available power, weight transfer and trac>on, and 

in turbocharged (forced induc>on) cars it must make sure that 

there is a required amount of boost available. 

Right, so this is how it works... 
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Cambridge, England: Mercedes Benz claim that, “never 

before has Mercedes-AMG packed so much motorsport 

technology into a produc>on vehicle.” 

Well that is what brings me to Cambridge to drive the new 

top-of-the-range AMG GT-R, which was bathed in a colour 

called AMG Green Magno… which despite the funny name comes 

at a decidedly unfunny price tag of R 130 000… 

The same ridiculous price also applies to the yellow, called AMG 

Solar Beam… anyway... 

So clearly anyone buying this colour would need their head read, 

but how about the car under the paint? 

Last month Leon tested (in SA) the GT-S which produces 375kW and 

is a pre<y quick car… well this green monster growls out 410kW 

which is quite a lot more. 

The engine is the same 4 litre V8, but owing so technical wizardry 

the increased output has been made possible. 

Of course a car like this should be able to take on the likes of the 

Audi R8 and Porsche 911 GT3, but can it? 

The GT-R is a collec>ve of amazing facts and figures, but they are 

also at the same >me quite boring… nobody, for example, is really 

interested in the fact that the car is 15kg lighter than the GT-S… I 

mean that is a big bag of dog food at the end of the day… in a 

410kW car… clever but hardly noteworthy. 

What is however interes>ng is how they achieved it considering 

that the car is actually bigger than the GT-S… 

Not rocket science, but they have used carbon fibre… and lots of 

it! 

There are also technologies which are new to AMG cars… ac>ve 

aerodynamics being one of them… these are li<le fins which pop 

out from places at high speed to help stability… also very clever. 

 

The seven speed gearbox has been reworked and the gearing is 

different from the GT-S… 

It also has rear wheel steering, which means that it handles rather 

well. 

The interior is really nicely decorated and insofar as appointments 

go the car wants for nothing… it is not a stripped out GT racer, like 

others against which it competes. 

In fact it is very typically Mercedes Benz… there is climate control, 

naviga>on, and all things that adjust electrically.  

The seats however are not your typical Merc built in massage sofa 

jobbies, oh no, these are proper race spec seats complete with 

holes in them for four-point racing seatbelts.  So saying they are 

one of the most comfortable race seats I have encountered in a 

while.  When seated in the car you feel low-slung and sporty… your 

bum is inches from the ground, and it is a great feeling. 

Perhaps to save weight, the steering wheel adjusts manually and is 

backed by gear shiM paddles which turn with the wheel. 

The wheel itself is covered in alcantara and has a coloured strip at 

the 12-o-clock posi>on so you know where you are when sliding it 

around. 

Mercedes Benz’s amazing AMG GT-R blows us away 
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The centre console is li<ered with bu<ons to apart from 

selec>ng gears and managing the infotainment system also 

allow you to configure some of the sporty func>ons, like 

making the exhaust noisier.  They are however pre<y much 

the same set found in the GT-S… there is however one curious 

li<le yellow dial in the middle of the dash which is not in the 

GT-S, and in fact looks like something that belongs on the side 

of a Cadac gas bo<le and that it was installed as an 

aMerthought…  

It is to adjust the mul>-stage trac>on control, which ac>vates 

as soon as you turn the trac>on control off… when you turn it 

your trac>on control op>ons, which range from “that sounds 

like fun” to “what was I thinking” are neatly and succinctly 

displayed on the large display screen.  

The car is as prac>cal as any other GT and comes with the full 

Comand system (controlled by a rotary dial instead of a 

touchscreen) and a bunch of USB ports  

Then you press the start bu<on and there is a crackle to the 

exhaust note telling you that this isn't the standard car. 

And when you select first and hit the thro<le… that’s when 

things get interes>ng. 

I have driven the GT-S and liked it, but the GT-R is in a 

completely different league… it is fast, very very fast, but more 

than that it feels firm and planted… purpose built as opposed 

to just built like the S.  There is no drama; kind of like the 

difference between the old SLS and the SLS Black. 

Precision is very German, and when you decide that you want 

the car to follow a par>cular line through a corner then that is 
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exactly what it will do… it doesn’t seem to want to misbehave and when you 

push it hard and slide it around a bit there is an overwhelming sense that you 

are making it do something that is wrong. 

Compared to a 911… well it is a different type of car, and the driving dynamic is 

very different, but at the same >me it does present its fellow countryman with 

a bit of grief because it is as good… in different ways perhaps, but excellent 

nevertheless. 

To sum up a car like this is quite hard because it is quite unique, and where the 

GT and GT-S are clearly designed for every day use and so on, this one seems 

to have a few extra design parameters thrown it that aren't always so clear. 

It definitely has the legs to run with its contemporaries yet doing so in a 

Mercedes Benz kind of way, and that does make the whole package a bit odd 

and hard to fathom. 

We have always enjoyed things that differ from the norm, but this one seems 

to redefine what the norm actually is... 

The colour is silly, and expensive, but if you overlook that what you have is a 

purpose built, lighter racer designed to take you around a track as fast as 

possible and without cracking a single joke in the process.  It is very German, 

and perhaps bathing it in Incredible Hulk green is a way of making it more fun… 

but that’s only on the outside… because inside the Hulk is s>ll a nerd scien>st 

who thinks in binary and chemical formulae… however when you make it 

angry… well, you wouldn’t like it when its angry. 
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Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia:  This is the line said to a very 

frightened male chauvinist who was ‘test driven’ in a 

Mitsubishi Triton Phantom by star girl racing driver Leona 

Chin who was posing as a sales person in a prank requested 

by Mitsubishi. 

I have never laughed so hard… and there is another too where she 

pretends to be a learner driver and then takes first day on the job 

driving instructors for a ride that they will never forget. 

Both of these pranks are available on YouTube channel 

“MaxManTV”, who were instrumental in seNng the whole thing up. 

But when the laughter dies down there is a very serious girl who 

loves to race.  She is styled as a “Malaysian Professional 

Motorsports Athlete”, which in simple terms means mixed 

discipline - the hardest of all racing prac>ces… she driMs, races in 

rally, numerous different track categories and even karts. 

She is amazing, and an inspira>on to women showing that you can 

achieve anything that you want… and she is only 31 years old. 

I caught up with her for a Naked Motoring exclusive and her first 

South African interview. 

Jennifer Muller: Hi Leona, please could you tell us something 

   about yourself. 

Leona Chin:  I'm Malaysian, born and raised in Kuala 

   Lumpur, which is were I am currently based.  

   I turned 31 years old this year and I have 4 

   sisters. I live with my younger sister and my 

   mom, who is widowed.  

JM: During your childhood what, if any, was your exposure to 

 racing and race cars? 

LC: Not much during my childhood as I am more of a ‘girly girl’; 

 I played with Barbie dolls and some Lego.  It was during 

 high school that i gained my interest in cars and racing.  

JM: When did you know you wanted to be a racing driver? 

LC: I had always hung out with a group of boys and then aMer 

 geNng my drivers license I learned driMing at the age of 20 

 from a professional local driM car driver.  AMer a year with 

 the trainer I was head hunted by an all girl team to compete 

 in an endurance race team - that's when I decided to be a 

 racing driver. 

JM: Who is your biggest fan and supporter? 

LC: My mom, and my manager & mentor are my biggest fans 

 and supporters.  My mom gave me my first driM-able car 

 when I was 18 - it was a stock standard rear wheel drive car.  

 I told her that it would be cool if I learned driMing and she 

 told me it was alright to learn new skills, and made sure 

 that every >me I had my safety gear on.  My manager and 

 mentor has always given full support and worked harder 

 than anyone I know.  

JM: Motorsport is heavily dominated by male drivers, with few 

 opportuni�es for women.  As a result how did you manage 

 to break into this field? 

LC: For me it was more like a passion for the sport, and loving 

 cars.  I just did what I loved and didn't care what people 

 said about this sport.  They tried to discourage me by giving 

 me a hard >me entering compe>>ons, not allowing me to 

 compete overseas and  penalizing me for no apparent 

 reason.  But I felt that with my ‘fast adaptability driving 

 skills’ and never give up aNtude I shouldn't waste it [my 
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 talent].  I just didn't give up and con>nued to go 

 further. 

JM: Please list your achievements and successes? 

LC: It is a very long list... 

  Ed: The full detailed list of Leona’s recent racing 

  achievements are at the end of this interview and 

  also available in her downloadable ‘profile’ on the 

  Naked Motoring website.      

  (www.nakedmotoring.co.za) 

JM: You are promoted as a “professional motorsport athlete” – 

 this is an unusual term of phrase, which I  presume means 

 mixed discipline racing.  Please tell us how you got involved 

 in different motorsport disciplines, such as rally, driNing and 

 track. 

LC: Yes aMer I got my driving license I focused on driMing.  AMer 

 that I was head hunted to join a girls team and I 

par>cipated  in endurance circuit racing for 2 years.  AMer that I 

leM the  race team and  funded my own [team] with my 

manager we  went into Rally and Rally Cross, Autocross, 

Gymkhana and  Drag to experience all types of motorsports.  

I also  par>cipated in Go-Kart events locally and Time A<ack and 

 circuit races, and focused on circuit racing for a few years.  

 Recently I have explored OffRoad as well. 

JM: What is the Asian motorsport scene like? And where does it 

 rank globally? 

LC: In the Asian scene, most of the racing now is focused in 

 China because it is the biggest and fastest growing market 

 in Asia, and because racing requires a lot of money China 

 has the advantage because they [the Chinese teams] are 

 rich, they can afford to buy several race cars at once. 

 Par>cularly the circuit racing scene in China has been 

 growing tremendously.  In terms of ranking I think the 

 majority of Asia is behind the European motorsports scene, 

 except for Japan.  Japan is the ‘Geneva of Asia’ and all the 

 new concept cars and racing legends come from Japan, and 

 the driving skill level in Japan is extremely high. They also 

 have many race tracks all over their country.  

JM: And the Malaysian motorsport scene? 

LC: As for Malaysia, it has been rather ‘slow’ in motorsport 

 ac>vi>es, as the overall economy is at a low.  The [racing] 

 ac>vi>es are less frequent compared to neighbouring 

 countries like Thailand.  Most of the racers that go to 

 Malaysia’s Sepang Circuit are actually foreigners because in 

 rela>ve terms Sepang is cheaper than [tracks in] their 

 [home] countries, but it is not the case for locals.  The hire 

 of the track and entry fees are really expensive.  The last 

 F1 race in Malaysia just finished a week ago [at the >me of 

 the this interview].  No more F1 racing in Malaysia will 

 eventually affect the economy as every year the tourism will 

 increase during F1 season a<rac>ng many foreigners to 
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 come to watch the ho<est race in Asia.  The rally scene in 

 Malaysia has no exposure and no spectators.  That is why I

 prefer to race in China as there are more spectators and 

 media exposure. 

JM: Motorsport is serious business. You par�cipated in some 

 very funny pranks with MaxManTV which are on YouTube; 

 the one with the driving school and the one for Mitsubishi.  

 It is really evident that you really enjoyed doing those, which 

 shows your less serious and lighter side.  Do you have a 

 personal philosophy for how to live life? 

LC: Yes, motorsport is serious and  costly.  Of course I also love 

 to show off my driving skills in a light hearted way.  My 

 philosophy is “do something extraordinary”. 

JM: Do your male motorsport contemporaries view you as an 

 equal? 

LC: The majority do yes, because when you wear a race helmet 

 you can't see who's inside the helmet.  So they would see 

 me as an equal and do not want to lose face to a female.  it 

 would be embarrassing for them. 

JM: What is your current personal car? 

LC: It's a Mitsubishi Triton VGT Adventure X 

JM: Are you currently racing? 

LC: No, as this year I have not able to secure racing sponsors, as 

 last year's Clio Cup race took a big amount from my 

 funding. This year my focus is promo>ng Mitsubishi cars as I 

 am the brand ambassador for the Malaysia region. 

JM: What was your first car and did it have a name, and if so 

 what did you call it? 

LC: It was a Nissan 200SX.  I just called it “my Silvia”. 

JM: What do you consider to be the ul�mate car – your dream 

 car? 

LC: My dream car is the Ferrari 488. 

JM: In South Africa there is a strong car culture, predominantly 

 leaning towards high performance vehicles and vehicle 

 performance enhancements & modifica�ons.  What is the 

 Malaysian car culture? 

LC: Malaysian’s like fast supercar meets (gatherings), high 

 performance cars, driMing, highly modified Japanese cars 

 with loud music and exhaust systems, all sorts.   

JM: If you could speak to young aspiring girl racers, what 

 message would you give to them? 

LC: Never give up! 

JM: What was your best driving experience? 

LC: Palm Springs, USA in a Ferrari California conver>ble, with 

 the top down and no speed limit.  

JM: What was your most memorable driving experience?  Good 

 and bad. 

LC: Good:-  First >me driMing my Silvia on the go kart track.  

 Bad:- crashing in a Caterham Supersport at Sepang Circuit, 

 and it cost a lot of money. 

I would like to sincerely thank Leona for taking >me out of her 

hec>c schedule for this interview and wish her all the best in her 

endeavours… we will be following her and keeping you all up to 

speed. 

To follow Leona and her amazing career and achievements please 

visit her website h<p://leona.kurazmotorsports.com/biography/ 

and also search for her on Facebook, Instagram or YouTube. 
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2014 - Zerotohundred 

TimeToA<ack Sepang Round 1 

( Sepang Circuit Malaysia) Street 

NA – RWD, 3rd 

2014 - Superlap Ba<le 

Championship Series 2013 - Final 

Round (Elite Speedway Malaysia) 

Cat 1 Class 4 , 2nd 

2014 - Ultra Racing Gymkhana 

Trials Challenge Series 1(Shah 

Alam Malaysia) Precision Cat 

Ladies, Champion Open Cat 

Ladies, Champion 

2014 - TME Titan Time A<ack 

(Melaka MIMC Circuit 

Malaysia ) Cat F, Champion 

2014 - Superlap Ba<le 

Championship Series 2014 Round 

1(Elite Speedway Malaysia) Cat3 

Class 3, 2nd  Cat1 Ladies, 

Champion 

2014 - Boxza Bangkok Super 

Gymkhana (Param 9 Car park 

Thailand) Ladies, Champion 

2014 - Ultra Racing GT Radial 

Superlap Ba<le 2014 Rd2 

(Speedway Plus Circuit Malaysia) 

         Cat 1 Ladies, Champion 

         Cat 2 Ladies, Champion  

         Cat 1 Class4 2nd place 

    Cat 2 Class 4, 2nd place 

2014 - Southern Thailand 

Gymkhana X (Songkhla Thailand) 

Cat F Ladies, Champion 

2014 - Tac>cal Time A<ack 

Melaka (Melaka MIMC Circuit 

Malaysia) Ladies, Champion 

 

2015 - Superlap Round 3,2014 - 

Time A<ack ( Speedway Plus 

Circuit Malaysia) 

           Cat 1 Class 4 3rd 

           Cat 1 Class 7 2nd 

           Cat 1 Ladies Champion 

           Cat 2 Class 4 3rd 

           Cat 2 Ladies Champion 

2015 - Saturday Night Fever 

Na>onal Series Championship 

Round 1 (Sepang Circuit 

Malaysia) 

           SAGA 1500 Class Champion 

2015 - GENERATION X Time 

A<ack Rd 1 (Speedway Plus 

Circuit Malaysia) LADIES 

CATEGORY Champion 2015 - 

Zerotohundred TimeToA<ack 

Sepang (Sepang Circuit Malaysia) 

Super Street Turbo 2wd category 

2nd place 

2015 - Saturday Night Fever 

Na>onal Series Championship 

Round 1 (Sepang Circuit 

Malaysia) SAGA 1500 Class, 2nd 

place 

2015 - Caterham Motorsports 

Championship Round 1(Sepang 

Circuit Malaysia) Supersport, 2nd 

place 

2015 - Caterham Motorsports 

Championship Round 2 (Sepang 

Circuit Malaysia) Supersport, 1st 

place 

2015 - Caterham Motorsports 

Championship Round 3 (Sepang 

Circuit Malaysia) Supersport, 3rd 

place 

2015 - Caterham Motorsports 

Championship Round 4 (Sepang 

Circuit Malaysia) Supersport, 3rd 

place 

2015 - F-TEAM Reality Racing Car 

Game Show (Zhuhai China) Top 8 

Group 

2015 - Wako's Cup Endurance 

Race Round 3 (Tokachi Circuit 

Japan) 8th place in class 

2015 - Caterham Motorsports 

Championship Round 6(Sepang 

Circuit Malaysia) Supersport, 2nd 

place 

2015 - Caterham Motorsports 

Championship Round 9(Sepang 

Circuit Malaysia) Supersport, 3rd 

place 

2015 - Caterham Motorsports 

Championship Round 11(Sepang 

Circuit Malaysia) Supersport, 3rd 

place 

2015 - Caterham Motorsports 

Championship Round 12(Sepang 

Circuit Malaysia) Supersport, 2nd 

place 

2015 - Feng Yun Zhan 6 hour 

endurance (GIC Circuit 

China) Group B，4th place 

 

2016 - Clio Cup China Series Race 

1 (Zhuhai China)  

Group A, 5th place 

2016 - Clio Cup China Series Race 

2 (Zhuhai China)  

Group A, 3rd place 

2016 - Clio Cup China Series Race 

3 (Yeongnam Korea)  

Group A, 2nd place 

2016 - Clio Cup China Series Race 

4 (Yeongnam Korea)  

Group A, 2nd place 

2016 - Clio Cup China Series Race 

5 (Buriram Thailand)  

Group A, 4th place 

2016 - Clio Cup China Series Race 

6 (Buriram Thailand)  

Group A, 4th place 

2016 - Clio Cup China Series Race 

7 (Shanghai China)  

Group A, 2nd place 

2016 - Clio Cup China Series Race 

8 (Shanghai China)  

Group A, 2nd place 

2016 - Clio Cup China Series Race 

9 (Zhuhai China)  

Group A, 2nd place 

2016 - Clio Cup China Series Race 

10 (Zhuhai China)  

Group A, 2nd place 

2016 - Clio Cup China Series Race 

11 (GuangZhou China)  

Group A, 4th place 

2016 - Clio Cup China Series Race 

12 (GuangZhou China)  

Group A, 5th place 

2016 - Clio Cup China Series 

Overall Championship Group A, 

2nd place  

2016 - CCTV2 ⻋神驾到 

Automo>ve TV Reality 

Compe>>on Episode 1, Winner 

 

DRIVING COURSES COMPETED 

AND CERTIFICATIONS 

 

Defensive Driving Course 

Advanced Driving Course 

Precision Driving Course  

Race Driving Course  

 

ROSPA Na>onal Diploma in 

Advanced Driving Instruc>on 

(UK) 

Leona’s Racing Achievements and 

Successes (2014—2016) 
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London, England:  I generally 

avoid London because its busy, 

crowded, noisy and the traffic is a 

nightmare most of the >me.  

However occasionally something 

comes up which forces me to fight 

off my principles and brings me to the big 

city… this >me it is a Ghost… a Rolls Royce 

Ghost. 

Now I am not the supers>>ous type or the 

sort to believe in ghosts and gobblins, but 

this is one Ghost that is very real… and 

really nice too! 

 It goes without saying that Rolls Royce 

make good cars… in fact calling them good 

is a bit like calling Beha> Prinsloo okay 

looking. 

However Rolls Royce, once a Bri>sh icon 

are about as Bri>sh as bockwurst… and 

that because they are owned by German 

car maker BMW. 

The Ghost’s history though is interes>ng; 

the first one was called the Silver Ghost in 

1907.  This car was used as a PR stunt for 

the then new model.  They bolted a plaque 

saying “The Silver Ghost” to the silver car 

and it set off on a 15 000 mile reliability 

proving journey… the rest is history. 

The new one however is actually sort of a 9 

Series BMW in that its construc>on is 

closer to that of a 7 Series than the bigger 

bespoke Phantom. 

The engine is also basically the same twin-

turbo V12 found in the 760Li… albeit, 

thanks to a longer stroke, displacing 6.5 

litres instead of only six.  However if you 

remove the plas>c Rolls Royce engine 

cover you don’t have to look too hard to 

find bits with ‘BMW’ on them.  But this 

isn't the worst thing in the world… the 

760Li is also a very good car. 

But the ques>on is, have the Germans 

finally defeated the Bri>sh through 

mergers and acquisi>ons?  Or has the Rolls 

retained the essence of English motoring 

despite being owned and powered by a 

bunch of beer drinking Bavarians? 

At the end of the bonnet sits proudly the 

famous Spirit of Ecstasy mascot, which 

should some riff-raff get close can be 

withdrawn like a Sumo wrestlers tes>cles 

by selec>ng the hide from riff-raff seNng 

using the iDrive controller.  Lady Ecstasy is 

similarly guarded from harm when the car 

is switched off and she re>res to inside the 

radiator somewhere. 

The (now old) Phantom incidentally has a 

dedicated bu<on hidden in the cubbyhole 

which does the same thing. 

In keeping with tradi>on the car also 

sports the always-up wheel centre caps, 
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which are a really nice touch. 

Oddly, and perhaps owing to styling, 

the back window is a bit small.  It 

looks good but doesn’t exactly make 

for perfect all-round visibility.  

More bizarrely though is the fact that 

there are op>onal extras available for 

the car… and I am not talking about 

cigar humidors and champagne 

fridges with crystal glasses… that 

would be understandable.  I am 

however talking about a sunroof, 

adjustable rear seats, lambs wool 

mats and chrome exhaust >ps… and 

quite expensive op>ons too! 

Nevertheless the interior is beau>fully 

appointed and pre<y much wants for 

nothing.  There is the leather of many 

cows and the wood of many trees. 

This cars only real rival in a real-world 

sense is the Bentley Mulsanne, and 

the old Maybach… but not the new 

one.  So the choice to buy one is 

rela>vely easy… and as there are only 

two choices its sort of like flipping a 

coin. 

However just to make the decision 

slightly more confusing there are two 

addi>onal contenders but they are 

oddly enough related… very closely 

related… the Rolls Royce Ghost EWB 

and Ghost Black Badge. 

The EWB is longer.. that’s it.   And the 

Black Badge is pre<y much a full-

house spec car filled with many things 

to which the word “bespoke’ precedes 

the item’s name. 

Mercifully, and apart from the 

naviga>on screen Rolls Royce have 

done everything possible to disguise 

the BMW look of the switches and 

such… perhaps the Brits are figh>ng 

back? 

The Ghost is however more likely to 

be driven by its owner and not a 

chauffeur, unlike with the Phantom, 

and as a result it was designed to be a 

drivers’ car. 

Nice touches include the rear hinged 

back doors, which make passengers in 

the back feel special when they get in 

or out. 

The car is quick, but who cares… it’s a 

Rolls.  But for the curious I will say 

that it is as fast to 100km/h as a 

Bentley… if that means anything.  It is 

however also as fast to 160km/h as an 

Audi R8, which is more interes>ng. 

Should some baddie decide that a bit 

of kidnapping would be a good idea, 

and fancies a Rolls owner would fetch 

a handsome ransom, well he best be 

ready for a chase because if you put 

foot this massive car shunts like the 

best of them. 

‘Comfortable’… yes, but an 

understatement… like describing a 

Samurai sword as “sharp”… it needs 

an adjec>ve or three. 

The suspension is clever too and is 

controlled by a computer and filled 

with air… if your back seat passenger 

changes sides the car knows… and 

adjusts accordingly to deliver a 

perfectly smooth and level ride. 

That is of course on proper roads. 

Should you however find yourself on 

back roads which are bumpy and 

uneven… hmm, things get interes>ng. 

It’s a strange sensa>on… and a nasty 

one… there is less secondary isola>on 

and this is felt when on the back seat.  

The cause is not known, but could 

have something to do with the hard 

side walls of the run flat tyres. 

Despite this oddity the car’s ride 

quality is otherwise brilliant. 

It is though the li<le things that make 

the difference… like umbrellas hidden 

in the doors… press a bu<on and out 

they pop… wonderful stuff!! 

The clock is analogue and trimmed in 

metal that looks very expensive… 

probably because it is. 

The air vents, like in any Bentley are 

opened and closed using manual 

stalks… this is a tradi>on that has 

remained since day one. 

So have the German’s won? 

Happily no… they may have poisoned 

the well with a 7 Series engine, and all 

their advanced elec-trickery, but the 

Ghost is s>ll at heart a Rolls Royce, 

and that is something of which Britons 

can be proud. 

They fought them off in the wars and 

now, despite ownership papers and 

designers named Fritz running things, 

they s>ll make iconic Bri>sh cars. 

Rolls Royce is an ins>tu>on, which 

now has proven itself to be 

unshakable and incorrup>ble. 

Long live the Empire and all that it 

stands for…  Auf wiedersehen! 
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THE NEXT LEVEL OF BABY SUV IS HERE… THE VOLVO XC40 

For what used to be considered a niche 

market, the compact SUV has become a 

crucial part of any serious manufacturer’s 

repertoire.  Volvo having never before 

entered this market have now done so, and 

brilliantly so. 

It’s true that for the most part, compact SUVs 

are nothing more than inflated hatchbacks, 

but the XC40 is a li<le different. Like the 

XC90 before it, this is an en>rely all-new car. 

Based on the new ‘CMA’ plaYorm, the XC40 

will form the centre-point of Volvo’s future 

compact range, as well as Volvo’s first pure 

EV. 

The XC40 will ini>ally be available in 2-litre 

turbocharged petrol and diesel op>ons with 

a total of five output op>ons. Entry-level T3 

and D3 will be front-wheel drive, while 

higher powered models are exclusively all-

wheel drive and paired to an automa>c 

gearbox. The top spec T5 petrol offers a 

respectable 181kW, although economy 

figures have yet to be released.  

Eventually Volvo will also offer the XC40 with 

a turbocharged three-cylinder engine, a plug-

in hybrid and full EV op>ons, although we 

wouldn’t discount a future performance 

variant with a li<le assistance from Polestar 

to balance out all of this sensibleness.  

Safety has also been high on the list as 

despite its lower price point, the XC40 

incorporates Volvo’s full suite of ac>ve and 

passive safety, as well as the op>on of the 

semi-autonomous Pilot Assistance system – 

an unusual addi>on in the compact SUV 

class. 

The Volvo’s biggest draw-card to buyers, 

however, is likely to be the slick, 

contemporary styling. The XC40 has very 

cleverly taken the design language of its 

larger siblings and livened it up with just 

enough funky details to make it look 

seriously desirable. 

The exterior is defined by it’s slick Thor’s-

hammer LED headlights and Volvo’s first 

applica>on of a clamshell bonnet. From here 

sophis>cated surfacing rounds off a fresh 

take on Volvo’s tradi>onal upright taillights, 

all punctuated by large wheels and clever use 

of contras>ng colours and materials.  

Inside is even be<er, again taking the best 

bits of Volvo’s current interior design 

language and combining them with more 

expressive shapes and clever use of 

materials. Volvo’s portrait style Sensus 

infotainment system is present here, 

mimicking the minimalist feel of other Volvo 

interiors, while the 12.3-inch digital dial pack 

is also standard on all models. 

With produc>on expected to begin in 

November, the XC40 should reach customers 

soon aMer, with prices likely to be in line with 

rivals like the BMW X1, Audi Q3 and 

Mercedes-Benz GLA. Volvo’s excellent form 

looks set with the XC40, let’s hope it 

con>nues for future Polestar models too.  
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PORSCHE 911 GT2 RS SETS NEW LAP RECORD 

The Porsche 911 GT2 RS has set the fastest >me for a lap of the Nürburgring by a road 

legal, rear-wheel drive car.  

Also claiming the second-fastest road car record with a >me of 6:47.30 - just 1.4sec 

slower than the all-electric Nio EP9 hypercar - Porsche broke its own target of 7:05.00 by 

almost 18 seconds.  

Porsche ran two cars around the ’Ring for the record run; one driven by test driver Lars 

Kern, the other by racing driver Nick Tandy, although Kern set the fastest >me.  

The >me makes the GT2 RS not only the fastest Porsche 911 of all >me around the 

famous circuit but the fastest Porsche, bea>ng the lap >me of the 918 Spyder by more 

than 10 seconds.  

Rather than being a one-off flying lap, however, Porsche claims that the 7:05.00 target 

was beaten >me and again during the record runs, with five of its laps ducking under the 

6:50.00 threshold. 

Andreas Preuninger, the GT model line director, said: “We’re par>cularly proud of the 

fact that this was achieved with two different vehicles and two different drivers, as this 

underlines the GT2 RS’s ability to reproduce this record result over and over again.” 

Frank-Steffen Walliser, Porsche’s motorsport and GT car vice president, said: “The credit 

for bea>ng our target goes to our development engineers, mechanics and drivers, who 

demonstrated an excep>onally strong team performance.” 

The weather condi>ons were described as ‘ideal’, while the cars wore road legal Michelin 

Pilot Cup 2 tyres for the record run.  

Alfa Romeo does it again with 

their Stelvio QV and sets fastest 

ever SUV lap >me 

28 September 2017, Nordschleife, Germany:   

Alfa Romeo test driver Fabio Francia thus tested the limits of Alfa’s new 

375kW Stelvio Quadrifoglio, cajoling the two-ton-plus performance SUV around all 20km of the 

Nordschleife in the span of 7 minutes and 51.7 seconds. In so doing, Alfa has set a new ’Ring 

record for produc>on SUVs, bea>ng the previous SUV record holder, the Porsche Cayenne 

Turbo S, by a remarkable eight seconds.  

This comes on the heels of Alfa Romeo seNng a new ’Ring record among produc>on sedans 

with the Giulia Quadrifoglio equipped with the same 375kW twin-turbo V-6 and eight-speed 

automa>c transmission as the Stelvio. That car’s record-seNng >me of 7:32, also set by the 

talented Francia, similarly trounced its predecessor with a gain of six seconds. That car, 

incidentally, was also a Porsche—the new Panamera Turbo, specifically—which itself had 

snatched its crown off the noggin of the Giulia Quadrifoglio equipped with a manual 

transmission. 
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The BugaN Chiron has driven itself into record books, going from 0km/h to 

400km/h and then back to 0km/h in record >me. 

The feat was achieved by former Formula One and Indycar driver Juan Pablo 

Montoya in just 41.96-seconds, which BugaN rounded off to 42 seconds. 

Even more surprising, aMer the first test run, the 41-year-old Montoya opted to 

do the record run without wearing the usual safety gear such as a racing suit, 

helmet or HANS (head and neck support) device. 

“Of course, the Chiron is a super sports car that requires your full a<en>on 

when you are behind the wheel. At the same >me, it gave me such a feeling of 

security and reliability that I was en>rely relaxed and really enjoyed myself 

during my two days with the car,” he said. 

During the weekend set up for the world record a<empt, Montoya exceeded 400km/h on 17 occasions, also taking the opportunity to 

improve his own personal speed record of 407km/h, recorded with an IndyCar racing car. It now stands at 420km/h with the Chiron. 

“It really was incredible to see that you didn’t need the complex prepara>ons we have to make in racing for the 0-400-0 drive,” Montoya said. 

“With the Chiron, it was all quite easy. Just get in and drive off. Incredible.” 

The Chiron was able to achieve the record feat thanks to its 1120kW quad-turbocharged W16 engine. 

Montoya was able to reach 100km/h in 2.4 secs, 200km/h in 6.1 secs, 300km/h in 13.1 secs and 400km/h in 32.6 secs. 

Also impressive was that the Chiron took just 9.3 secs to return to 0km/h thanks to its massive brakes and huge rear wing which also acted as 

an air brake. 

The en>re a<empt used 3 112km of track, needing 491m to stop, leaving F1 and Indycar champion suitably impressed. 

“The Chiron is so unbelievably quick – it takes your breath away,” Montoya enthused. 

Wolfgang Dürheimer, BugaN president was also suitably pleased with his crea>on’s performance. 

“BugaN is the first car brand that doesn’t only calculate how fast a car can go on a computer, we validate our data with real-life values,” he 

said proudly. 

“This record run confirms the excep>onal posi>on of the Chiron in terms of accelera>on and braking.” 

BugaA’s Chiron sets an astonishing 0 to 400kmh and 

then back to zero again record…  

Mercedes Benz seen tes>ng new(er) S-Class…   

just aGer the launch of the new S-Class 

Less than five months aMer the reveal of its latest S-Class, Mercedes-Benz has begun on-

road tes>ng for its all-new successor. 

A mule dressed in the modified body of the recently faceliMed S-Class has been spo<ed 

running with wide-arch extensions, likely as part of early chassis development. Its enlarged 

tracks suggest the next S-Class, which is expected to arrive in 2020, will be larger and 

therefore more spacious inside. 

The future flagship saloon will also be vastly more autonomous-capable, advancing the 

current car’s so-called Distronic Ac>ve Proximity Control and Ac>ve Steer Assist systems. 

The current car can achieve Level 2 autonomy but is expected to eventually be upgraded 

again with Drive Pilot capabili>es, which links to GPS satellites and is featured on the new E

-Class. The new 2020 model is therefore expected to introduce near-fully autonomous 

capabili>es. 

Mercedes driver assistance systems boss Christoph von Hugo told the media earlier this 

year that 2020 would see some Mercedes cars be able to handle “cri>cal situa>ons”, such 

as urban streets and junc>ons. The S-Class’s role as the brand’s most luxurious model 

leaves it as the top candidate to get this tech first. 
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Perth, Australia: Hello boys… or is it g’day mate? 

To the sunny shores of the Kangaroo kingdom I have come 

where men are men, and sheep are nervous… 

And I am here to drive a Ferrari… which is a bit odd but 

nevertheless a fun opportunity. 

Ferrari have been puNng V8 engines in the middle (back) of their 

cars for more than fiMy years, but this one is very different from all 

those that have come before for one reason; it is turbocharged... a 

twin-turbo 3.9 litre V8 engine derived from the California T… just 

more powerful. 

Tradi>onally the model number of a Ferrari describes the cubic 

capacity and number of cylinders… 458 Italia was a 4.5 litre V8. 

The same applies to the 308, 328 and 348.  They did however also, 

in true Italian style depart from tradi>on with the F355, 

360 and F430… and now this one, which technically 

should be the 398… but that doesn’t quite have the same 

ring to it.  

Another tradi>on however is to never replace one model 

with a lesser number… that would be decidedly un-

Italian. 

Now Ferrari are right up there with the best of the best, 

yet they seem to resist moving forward with their 

contemporaries… for example the 488GTB is underpinned 

by an aluminium tub, where every other supercar maker 

known to man is using carbon fibre.  The result is the car 

is heavier than any of its compe>tors, which would be the 

Lamborghini Huracan and McLaren 720S (both of which 

are tested in this issue).  Why they do it is a mystery 

perhaps even shrouded in Italian hand gestures and the 

fumes of cooking pasta sauce with lots of garlic… but do it they do! 

It goes without saying that the car’s suspension setup is brilliant and 

it handles magnificently… this of course I say only with regard to 

modern Fezzas… the old ones, like the F50 for example was 

shockingly bad. 

Sadly the car, whilst being very pre<y, was designed in Ferrari’s in-

house factory studio, thus gone are the days of Pininfarina’s 

involvement.  Another departure from tradi>on perhaps? 

As a result  its look was intended to be more sculptural than that of 

the 458… however they got it wrong. 

I will state as a fact that the 458 was the best looking mid-engined 

car that Ferrari ever produced. 

It does use science where before their cars used bits of bodywork, 
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like permanent spoilers.  Li<le fins and such 

deploy out of hidey-holes in the undercarriage 

to keep the car as firmly planted as possible. 

As a result the 488 does s>ck to the road a lot 

be<er than the 458. 

Then there is the engine which produces 

492kW from 6200rpm to 8000rpm, with up to 

760Nm from as li<le as 3000rpm, and all of 

which is deployed using a seven-speed 

gearbox. 

An interes>ng fact is according to Ferrari, the 

488 and F12 set iden>cal lap >mes of 1 minute 

and 23 seconds around its Fiorano handling 

track, with the old 458 Italia being another two 

seconds behind them. 

So it is V12 fast.  And cheaper than the F12… a 

good selling point perhaps? 

Inside the car li<le has changed from the 458, which is good thing 

because it has a lovely interior.  There is the usual choice of seats; 

from a soM and comfy one to a hard and purpose made race-spec 

thing.  The test car was fi<ed with Daytona style racing seats, which 

are basically somewhere between soM and cushy and hardcore. 

The steering wheel… a bone of conten>on… “some say” it is overly 

complicated and others don’t.  Personally, I don’t find it 

complicated but do wonder what was wrong with the more 

conven>onal controls that resulted in Ferrari rewri>ng the book on 

the subject.  It works, but is unnecessary. 

Of course the space behind the steering wheel is clu<er free and 

populated en>rely by two large long and slim paddles for dealing 

with gear changes. 

The interior’s switchgear however flamboyant is also a bit of a 

disappointment.  Other cars against which the 488 competes are 

be<er equipped and those cars bu<ons and such have a more solid 

feel to them… however when passion is the driving force behind a 

purchase, as is oMen the case with Ferrari, perhaps this doesn’t 

bother the customer? 

I did however find the two screens on either side of the rev counter 

quite distrac>ng and each with separate controls just doesn’t make 

a lot of sense…. the naviga>on is not a fluid thing and tended to 

jump about which was distrac>ng… which is a bad thing in a 

supercar where your a<en>on really should be on the road and not 

A really bad a<empt to copy a Bentley 

Con>nental GT’s rear wheel arch… who are 

they trying to fool?! 
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on an image of it bouncing about in front of you. 

Of course quite why you would want to be playing around with media 

and infotainment nonsense when you have a perfectly good orchestra 

playing a V8 soundtrack behind you does sort of escape me. 

The car’s performance is addic>ve and more oMen than not you find 

yourself burying the thro<le deep into the mat just because you can 

rather than for any specific reason… which of course is perfectly okay 

too. 

The engine is a beau>ful thing and despite turbochargers being 

regarded by Ferrari tradi>onalists as tools of the devil the way in which 

they have managed to get it to work is breathtaking.  In most turbo-

fed cars towards the end of the rev range they run out of steam, but 

not this one… oh no, it will rev right into the rev limiter, which it hits 

hard and keeps pulling. 

So they got it right, and maybe this is the way of the future.  Either 

way it just works so well. 

Zero to 100km/h arrives is 2.9 seconds… that is as quick as the MUCH 

more expensive F12, or even the new 812 superfast. 

A budget Ferrari this is not, but a brilliant Ferrari it definitely is.  

Three days is how long I had the car for, and I loved every single 

second of that >me. 

Three days I would happily relive over and over again. 

… you have a perfectly good orchestra playing a V8 soundtrack behind you... 
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My editor asked me to do a 

piece on electric cars… “well, I 

know nothing about them”, I 

said.  That of course didn't work 

geNng me off the hook. 

So I put on my crea>ve hat and went to 

work... 

In the 80’s a singer from the band Human 

League, Philip Oakey and DJ Giorgio 

Moroder, in concert released a song called 

Together in Electric Dreams, which then 

ended up as the >tle track for a movie, 

Electric Dreams… 

“We'll always be together 

However far it seems 

(Love never ends) 

We'll always be together 

Together in electric dreams” 

This was the chorus and it was a good 

song, a classic in fact. 

Dial forward thirty years and German car 

maker BMW have also been >nkering in 

the electric dream world. 

Enter into the equa>on both the fully 

electric i3 and the par>ally electric i8.  So 

what I decided to do was go and drive both 

to see just how close the bloodline went 

with these two siblings, and here is their 

story... 

ELECTRIC DREAM ONE: THE BMW i3 REx 

When I first heard that cars would be 

ba<ery powered I immediately thought of 

golf carts… and in the case of many electric 

vehicles (“EV”) that is a very good 

comparison. 

But then BMW’s visionaries got stuck into 

the idea too and a few years later… the i3 

was born. 

A small strange looking hatchback about 

the same size as a VW Golf, but powered 

en>rely by electricity, which does have an 

inherent flaw… it runs out and then takes 

forever to charge the millions of silly 

ba<eries… but the i3 designers could 

predict the future and knew that this was a 

looming disaster and fi<ed something 

called “Rex”… or Range Extender… 

Quite simply, and amusingly so, it is 

basically a small petrol generator which 

charges the ba<eries when they run flat 

and does so un>l it runs out of fuel… and 

then you must find a fuel sta>on because 

when the ba<eries die again you are 

completely buggered. 

From the styling perspec>ve the i3 is a bit 

like steak tartar… an acquired taste. 

Its not pre<y, but not ugly either.  It is 

func>onal, yet has quirky design cues, like 

the funny shaped back windows and 

headlights.  And then they decorate it with 

flashes of electric blue trim… 

40 



 

 41 

Its not boring… just not thrilling. 

It is however untypically BMW.  It isn't big, 

it isn't all that fast, it isn't what you would 

call the lap of luxury and it doesn’t quite 

qualify as “the ul>mate driving machine”. 

It is a hatchback about the size of an Audi 

A3 and has no engine… just ba<eries and 

an electric motor. 

I understand that things are going this 

way, but are we ready for it?  So what 

does the future hold? 

Well if you bought one you would s>ll 

need another car, unless you got the REx 

version because you couldn’t, for example 

take yourself and the family off to the 

coast for the holidays… oh no, and even if 

you managed to get there by hopping from 

one power point to another once you get 

there where do you plug the damn thing in 

at night?  Last >me I checked not many 

hotels have EV charging points in their 

basement garages. 

And then there is the impact on the 

environment… everyone thinks that these 

cars are ‘environmentally friendly’ because 

they use electricity instead of petrol… but 

where does electricity come from? 

Should you be involved in an accident, 

which you will survive owing to the cars 

five-star NCAP ra>ng, and the ba<ery cell 

ruptures and leaks a hazmat crew 

complete with full exposure suits will be 

needed to clean the stuff up before the 

road can be used again…. 

And it’s a lithium-ion ba<ery which is more 

combus>ble and burns ho<er than petrol.  

So its not perfect, but nothing really is. 

Then there is the price… EV cars are 

expensive… prohibi>vely so as far as I  

am concerned.  I understand that you 

are paying for the technology, which is 

clever, but at the best part of R 700000 

for a small, slow hatchback you would 

need to have your head read if you 

bought one. 

The car is made from 

something called CFRP, 

which is carbon fibre 

reinforced plas>c. 

It is lighter than steel and 

was used to offset the 

weight of the 230kg 

ba<ery. 

The ba<ery interes>ngly 

was actually on launch a 

60kWh unit, but because it 

basically didn't last very 

long - and some 30 odd 

months later has been 

replaced with one made by 

Samsung of all people.  It 

now has a capacity of 94kWh, which is a 

50% improvement but remains the same 

size as before. 

It also has a new charging system which 

allows the i3 to receive an 80 percent 

charge in about 40 minutes, which will 

allow it to drive for about 160km. 

You of course can’t have that one… oh 

no, you get the one to take home that 

will give the same result in about 3 

hours. 

BMW having realized that all this 

ba<ery stuff weighs a quarter ton 

decided to put the rest of the car on a 

diet and gave it hollow driveshaMs, 

lightweight cabin trim and aluminium 

suspension and wheels. 

The wheels are only 5 inches wide but 19 

inches in diameter… they also have low 

‘rolling resistance’… this is gripping stuff I 

am telling you… who else has given up the 

will to live? 

And this is the 

problem with cars 

like this… they are 

all technically this 

and that, but this is 

the most boring 

stuff on earth…  

Honestly who cares 

about this rolling 

resistance stuff… 

how do you even 

measure it?? 

Moving on… this being the extended range 

version comes with a 2 cylinder enine in 

the back somewhere to generate extra 

electricity for the ba<eries and can not 

drive the car itself. 

This feature at least puts to rest any 

concerns about being stranded and having 

to once you manage to get rescued then 

have to wait three hours before you can 

leave.  And I thought this science stuff is 

supposed to be clever. 

Inside the car the difference between it 

and every BMW is marked… first of all you 

sit high up, sort of like in a Land Rover 

Defender and not slung low in the seat. 

The dash is simple and light coloured as 

opposed to the dark bu<on filled thing you 

might be used to… and just for an added 

touch of something there is a piece of 

wooden floorboard a<ached to it… 

unpolished… apparently Eucalyptus… 

wow… 

And of course there is no transmission 

tunnel, and pre<y much no centre console 

either, which is a bit odd. 

It’s like being inside an Ikea house… bright, 

airy and not full of much. 

Two screens do everything… there are no 

instruments; instead fake ones which 
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display on a screen in front of the driver, 

and there is another in the middle of the 

dash which you control using the iDrive 

controller. 

Drive is on the rear wheels only, and 

because of the instant torque and zero 

revs situa>on it will accelerate from 0 to 

100km/h in 7.9 seconds.  The non 

extended range model does it in 7.2 

seconds, but you would have to be an idiot 

to buy that model in South Africa, 

especially as everything is far apart and 

charging points at fuel sta>ons aren't 

exactly in abundance. 

There is no gearbox either so selec>on of 

which direc>on in which you wish to travel 

is done with a thing next to the steering 

wheel. 

The car handles okay and offers a 

reasonably smooth ride… all things 

considered. 

It just has no soul and is as exci>ng as a 

Catholic Mass… 

Its hard to fault it, but at the same >me its 

even harder to praise it.  

Yes the technology is clever, but so is that 

of an iPhone… the difference is nobody has 

to pay R 700 000 for an iPhone and be 

stuck with it for 5 years. 

The science, however brilliant is also 

incredibly boring and beyond the 

understanding of most people. 

Dreamy… not a bloody chance!!! 

ELECTRIC DREAM 

TWO: BMW i8 

Birthed from the same 

concept as the clearly 

hated i3, BMW went 

and actually got it 

right. 

What they did is took a 

sports car design and 

asked “how do we 

make it be<er?” 

The result is staggering… an electric car 

with all-wheel drive, 266kW of power, a 

zero to 100km/h >me of 4.4 seconds and a 

governed top speed of 250km/h. 

And it does all of this using 2.1 

litres of petrol for every 

100km driven… who wouldn’t 

like that! 

I remember the original 

concept i8 which featured in 

some Mission Impossible 

movie and then was put on 

display at the Johannesburg 

Interna>onal Motor Show in 

2011… 

It had transparent doors and 

looked like something out of a 

science fic>on movie, and not 

a science laboratory. 

Then when I saw a produc>on 

model I though, “okay, that’s 

not the concept but its pre<y 

close”. 

A friend of mine who doesn’t 

like BMW cars went and 

bought one of these… what 

further testament to the 

product could you ask for? 

The i8’s magic trick is that it 

uses the technologies that it 

has cleverly and not in some 

theore>cal way… it actually 

works in prac>ce. 

The electric motors drive two front wheels, 

which are quite  

powerful, and kept 

going by a 7.1kWh 

ba<ery pack, 

which is 

significantly 

smaller than the 

i3’s.  Then the 

back wheels are 

driven by a petrol 

engine, which is a 

1500cc three 

cylinder turbo 

charged motor… 

mostly the same 

one found in the Mini Cooper… and it can 

charge the ba<eries too. 

So it performs like a sports car and has the 

benefit of almost zero fuel use owing to 

the electric stuff… 

Now that is street wise, and not just 

academically smart like the i3. 

Without geNng too technical and boring I 

must briefly explain what holds this car 

together. 

The same CFRP… or was it CFPR?  

Whatever… the same stuff from the i3 is 

used; but they have made a tub, just like in 

a supercar and then into and onto which 

the rest of the car is a<ached… the result 

is that despite having heavy ba<eries the 

i8 is light… very light… 1560kg light in 

fact… 

By comparison a V6 Jaguar F-Type weights 

a shade over 1700kg. 

 That makes it quick… properly quick too. 

The engine drives a six-speed automa>c 

gearbox and the electric motors drive a 

separate ‘mul>-speed’ automa>c 

gearbox… and somehow, perhaps even 

through witchcraM everything works 

together… and seamlessly and beau>fully. 

The i8 is expensive… just over R 2 million 
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expensive, but that’s okay too because you 

really are geNng what you pay for. 

It’s a supercar, a family car, a city car and 

probably the most economical petrol 

fueled car in the world. 

And as an added bonus it looks great too. 

I say this with a twinge of concern that the 

design will date and eventually will need 

some major refreshing to become cool 

again.  This however is not a reason not to 

get one. 

The doors open like wings… how cool is 

that! 

Admi<edly from the back with the doors 

open it looks a lot like a mechanical moth, 

which if nothing else will allow you to have 

those, “wait, let me show you something 

funny” moments with your friends, so the 

i8 also has a sense of humour… hang on, 

are we sure it’s a German car? 

Inside the cabin the car is as light and airy 

as the i3 but has a very serious look to it, 

which is good… there are no floorboards 

a<ached to the dashboard and the 

controls are conven>onal and require no 

lessons on their opera>on. 

Materials are of a high quality and with the 

odd flash of blue here and there - BMW’s 

electric dream 

colour - the 

layout is nice.  

The seatbelts are 

also blue… nice! 

The instrument cluster is also a screen, but 

it seems that is the modern way, and 

admi<edly is not a cri>cism for either car. 

The driving posi>on, unlike the i3 is 

perfect, and you feel low slung and sporty. 

iDrive controls everything else, and the 

latest version is very user friendly and 

intui>ve. 

There are three driving modes; fully 

electric, comfort and sport.  In full EV 

mode you can drive about 35km.   

In both comfort and sport you use both 

the electric and petrol motors, but only in 

sport do the ba<eries also get changed.  So 

problem solved… sport mode it is! 

This is hardly a suffering as the car drives 

and feels great in this mode. 

So if you dream of electricity and in these 

dreams you see a car in your future, then 

consider these two.  The i3 is good but 

massively boring, and the i8 is incredible in 

every way, but pricey. 

My advice… if you must have one then 

save your money and go for the i8.  It is 

just so much be<er. 

These two brothers are however 

connected at the hip and will forever be 

together in electric dreams… your electric 

dreams. 
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Undisclosed Loca>on a.k.a. BOB: My first encounter 

with a McLaren was years ago in the MP4-12C which we 

tested.  I remember as a passenger filming the thing 

pulling off and the camera hiNng me in the face, so 

brutal was the accelera>on… and that was the old 440kW 

version. 

The 720S, aptly named because it produces 720 PS or in civilised 

speak 530kW… which is 90 more, which is quite a lot. 

And they have managed to also shave every possible bit of fat 

giving it a very lean weight of 1 283kg… which is lighter than the 

12C. 

The net result is breath taking, to put it mildly! 

McLaren have also put a new engine in the 720S.  From the 12C 

onwards they have used variants of the 3.8 litre twin-turbo V8 in 

every single model up to and including the P1… this one however is 

a completely new 4 litre unit…. and the engine even looks wicked! 

If one has regard for McLaren’s history you will no>ce a 

trend where they tend to never quite design anything 

new… we shall also ignore the F1 and Mercedes-McLaren 

SLR because those were partnership deals. 

Star>ng with the MP4-12C.  A completely new car, and for 

the purpose of this illustra>on the clean slate first dir>ed.  

A totally new and all McLaren car - their design, engine, 

gearbox… the lot! 

A few years on the 650S came out… it had a new face but 

its bum was a carbon copy of the 12C… in fact to the untrained eye 

both cars from the back looked iden>cal.  The other models to 

follow were the P1, 540, 570, 625 and 675LT in their various spec 

guises… and all of which, irrespec>ve of how good they were as 

cars, followed the same funny headlight front end shape and other 

design cues. 

But now the slate has been wiped clean again, and just in >me too.  

The others were a bit monotonous but this new one is anything 

but. 

So different in fact is the 720S that if you removed all the branding 

and presented it to the public; 8 out of 10 people probably 

wouldn’t know what make it was… the other two would be lucky 

guessers. 

Its not as  beau>ful as a Ferrari, or as angry looking as a 

Lamborghini, but it, for a change, looks like it was shaped by 

something other than a wind tunnel and science, and that is a very 

good thing because cars like this aren't just supposed to be 

func>onal - they are supposed to be exci>ng too, and make the 

THE NEW McLAREN 720S UNLEASHES ITS FURY 
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driver feel special. 

The scien>sts who work for McLaren are s>ll there, but their work 

is rather experienced than seen, which is how it is supposed to be… 

unless it is at a stopwatch that you are looking…. >ming laps. 

The stuff that they did allows this car to do things, necessary things, 

in the cleverest of ways… there are air ducts hidden in the flanks 

that take much needed air to cool the engine and brakes.  The door 

handles also tuck away when they’re not needed… but unlike some 

other older McLarens which used telekinesis to open the doors 

these are actual door handles. 

Something else different about this car to all other McLarens is that 

it replaces the 650S… which is the first McLaren to actually replace 

another model… think about it for a second… the 650S was 

launched as a separate car to the 12C and in fact at one stage you 

could buy both… the same applies to all the others.  

In fact according to Mike Flewi< there will be fiMeen new models 

launched by 2022… let’s see about that shall we... 

In succeeding the 650S, it becomes the first car to replace a model 

in McLaren’s line-up and it’s the first of 15 new-genera>on models 

promised by CEO Mike Flewi< by 2022. 

When the mid-engined, rear-wheel-drive supercar – 

codenamed P14 – was being conceived alongside the 

development of the 650S there were promises to 

encapsulate the very best elements from other 

McLarens, to wit; the usability of the 570GT, the thrills of 

the 675LT and, perhaps, the ferocious pace of the P1. 

The new carbon chassis, named by some scien>st the 

‘Monocage II’ - see I told you they s>ll had a job to do - is 

structurally more rigid than the Drakensberg mountain 

range, yet is incredibly light, which makes it stronger and 

lighter than the 650S.  It is also a lot more aerodynamic… 

100% more in fact.  The 720S by comparison is 135kg 

lighter than the Ferrari 488GTB. 

Another scien>st named the new suspension ‘Proac>ve 

Chassis Control II’ and gave it a lot more sensors and a 

more tradi>onal setup.  Then they added something called 

‘Variable DriM Control’ which, well, allows the car to driM… 

the product of the combina>on of these silly names is one 

word… fun. 

I do suspect though that the scien>sts themselves don’t 

actually know what fun is, but maybe read about it in a 

book, because this car delivers loads of it. 

The hype surrounding this car however is big… so much in 

fact that it has even been suggested that it should be 

compared to the P1, which is a hypercar.. .and cost R 20 

million (before taxes)… which is a lot more than the 720S… 

the 720S is in fact a li<le more than a  quarter of that. 

Of course when someone makes a claim like this that I  

have to rise to the challenge… and this is what brings me 

to BOB on a coolish Friday morning… 
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There is a li<le hint of mist when I arrive, but that soon 

clears and the road looks beau>ful. 

For those of you who don’t know - BOB is our secret test 

road, which was discovered by mistake by my predecessor 

during a wrong turn or ten whilst he was a<ending an Alfa 

Romeo launch a few years ago.  It is about 25km long, has no 

roads that enter it, and goes nowhere… oh and the surface is 

new and unblemished.  It also, as far as we are all concerned 

has no speed limit… It offers a mixed bag of handling and 

performance opportuni>es which makes it perfect for tes>ng 

possibly the next best hypercar… 

At the star>ng point on BOB I climb into the car and set up 

the driving program… track… that’s what we need for 

today… I want to see what this car can really do. 

The funny thing with these sorts of drives is that you are 

never alone… today I have a crew of four accompanying me… three 

photographers and one person to make sure they all know what to 

do.  In fact that used to be my job before I revived the magazine 

and took the big managers’ chair over. 

The Savage is also in a<endance to do the >med high speed run, 

because none of us are crazy enough to drive that fast on this road. 

So there are a few predetermined points at which I need to pass 

doing certain things… speed being the common denominator… 

slight driMing in some bends would be good too. 

I climb into the car and am met by simplis>c brilliance.  The dash 

layout comprises a large screen around which a handful of knobs 

and switches are located… each one with a perfectly 

understandable func>on.  It is unclu<ered and func>onal… which is 

good when you are going really fast and need to do something… 

iDrive controllers work well at traffic lights but not at 250km/h. 

The seats, race spec jobs, are surprisingly comfortable yet at the 

same >me hold you firmly in place.  The posi>on admi<edly leant 

more to an upright sea>ng setup but in a car this quick you need to 

sit up and pay a<en>on.  Driving from Johannesburg to Cape Town 

would be somewhat unpleasant, but who in their right mind would 

drive a McLaren that far… that’s why they invented planes and 

because we live in the free world you could have another car, of 

your own, perhaps even another McLaren wai>ng to take you to 

your holiday home. 

Anyway… so the inside is nice and the outside is excellent… what 

does it drive like? 

No need to delay… I start the car and set off… fast! 

The rate of accelera>on in the car is mesmerizing... 2.9 seconds to 

100km/h… but I keep my foot down… 5.6 seconds to 160km/h… 

and 7.8 seconds aMer pulling off I pass the 200km/h mark and there 



 

 48 

is no sign that the car wants to stop any>me soon.  The first corner 

approaches, but I don’t liM off - I just keep the thro<le constant.  

The car, as I discover, likes the road… and s>cks to it in 

unimaginable ways.  It would appear that this Variable DriM thing 

might only look good on paper. 

The car is insanely fast… in fact if you allowed a Ferrari 488GTB to 

pull off and 3 seconds later you leM the mark in a 720S you would 

beat the Ferrari to 275km/h… bearing in mind it would be doing 

over 100km/h before you pulled off. 

I blasted up and down BOB a few >mes a lot faster than I have 

driven it before and found the 720S brilliant in the handling 

department… its intui>ve and seems to just know what is about to 

happen next.  The level of grip is unbelievable... if you half way 

through a corner drop and gear and bury the thro<le deep into the 

floor the bum just wiggles a touch and it surges around the bend 

without the slightest bit of drama.  This is very good and bad at the 

same >me.  I  understand that people whose only driving 

qualifica>on is that they didn't bump over some road cones and 

managed to stay in their lane when then they did a test twenty 

years prior end up driving these cars and for that reason they have 

to make them safe, but at the same >me if you want a bit of danger 

you have to dial it up to a point where only a madman would drive 

the car… and on that point we handed it to The Savage. 

He turned off every driver aide that the car had, put it in track 

mode and using the launch control took off is a cloud of smoke and 

squealing tyres… I wondered how I was going to explain the 

accident to the car donor’s insurance company… “well you 

probably won’t believe me but…” would be how it started. 

But he didn't crash, oh no, he in fact driMed the car around every 

bend and on the straight bits… well BOB has a new fastest car… the 

McLaren 720S. 

The previous >tle holder was also a McLaren at three hundred and 

thirty something odd… the new >tle holder managed, under the 

influence of Savagery to do… 355km/h… on a public road with one 

lane in either direc>on.  Admi<edly an unpopulated and otherwise 

completely empty road with a fresh tar surface, but s>ll a public 

single lane road… the man is a sorcerer! 

To sum up a car like this is no easy task because there is so much 

going on at the same >me.  Its brutal simplicity makes it a dream to 

operate but you know that beneath the surface there is more magic 

and science than ever before… but not so much that it overpowers 

the experience. 

To put it simply; old McLarens were brilliant but a bit too technical 

and as a result not much fun. 

What McLaren have now achieved by keeping the science fair away 

from the design team is to create a car which drives like a demon, 

but safely so, and is fun at the same >me… and it is the fun factor 

that is new, and no ma<er which way you cut, bu<er or slice it that 

is simply brilliant, and as a result this car, is not just a supercar but a 

fun supercar that can compete with and beat the rest wearing a 

silly smile. 
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Johannesburg:  I have owned a few cars in my day, and 

the one I remember with some fondness was my old 3 

Series, so when an opportunity came along to test the 

‘new’ 440i I grabbed it with both hands. 

The 4 Series is basically the old 3 Series coupe… quite why 

the name / number change was done does s>ll escape me, as it 

makes li<le sense to me. 

The 440i is also not a four litre as the name might suggest… no, it is 

a three litre six cylinder twin-turbo engine.  This of course is an 

oddity found in several other brands too where for reasons that 

defy logic cars are not named correctly, and by looking at the 

model number you have no idea whatsoever how big the engine is.  

For example the old 328i, was a 3 Series with a 2.8 litre 6 cylinder 

engine… simple.  But now the 328i is a 2 litre turbocharged four 

cylinder thing. 

Anyway, back to the 440i… 

Technically it is the replacement for the 435i and was launched 

earlier this year in Europe. 

Regre<ably we were unable to get a test car from BMW South 

Africa, but were able to find one in private ownership with a willing 

owner happy for us to put a few kilometres on his car in the pursuit 

of the truth. 

Outwardly the 440i is slightly different from the 435i - the bumpers 

notably differ and the front end looks slightly more aggressive. 

Styling is safe, and although not very exci>ng remains a<rac>ve… 

but not beau>ful.  The colour of our test car, dark grey (and not the 

baby metallic blue seen in the photographs), regre<ably did let the 

side down quite badly as it showed quite a few scratches and 

blemishes… and was very boring too. 

Once inside the car I was met by a familiar sight… and a different 

steering wheel. 

The specifica>on level of the car though is not very good, and 

certain things which are prevalent in other models seemed 

conspicuously absent, or were high cost op>onal extras. 

So saying the infotainment system is quite good and features a new 

>le-based menu, with ‘swipeable’ screens.  The system apparently 

is similar to that found in the bigger 5 and 7 Series cars. 

According to what I was able to establish from a friendly BMW 

salesman at JSN Motors, there is something new about the 440i 

suspension - something to do with nega>ve camber of the front 

wheels to prevent understeer, different damper rates and bigger 

an>-roll bars… and this of course means nothing to me. 

However on the road if all of that means that the car handles well, 

then they have done this ‘something’ right because it handles very 
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well. 

The gearbox however is not very good… in 

fact I would go so far to say that it is 

unresponsive and feels very dull, which is 

hugely disappoin>ng considering this is a 

top-of-the-range BMW, which also 

happens to be a coupe.  You sort of expect 

that it will do sporty rather well.  

The steering however is precise and razor 

sharp. 

Beneath the bonnet lies the reworked 3 

litre six from the 435i, which now produces 

240kW and 450Nm, compared to the 

previous 225kW and 400Nm… so there is a 

marked improvement. 

The 440i will get you from 0 to 100km/h in 

a respectable 5 seconds.  Top speed in 

typical BMW fashion is governed to 

250km/h. 

So how much will all this brilliant handling, 

fast and squishy gear boxed wonderment 

cost I hear you ask… R 852 176 would be 

the answer, which one you throw in a few 

nice to have extras will be scratching on 

the one bar underbelly.  

That is quite a lot considering that the 540i 

costs around a million and will be be<er 

specked… and a be<er car at the end of 

the day. 

As a former BMW owner I entered the fray 

excited and keen to see what the new 440i 

would be all about, expec>ng really good things 

and then I was met by average. 

For what you pay the car is not very well  

equipped and the drive, however engaging was 

never thrilling… it was in fact rather 

disappoin>ng, and that saddened me 

immensely… so much so I wanted to bin this 

review and do another for the magazine, 

because it pains me to write a bad review. 

However it is honesty that our readers want… 

not adver>sing, so here it is.. .the raw and sad 

truth. 

If you bought a 440i you wouldn’t be happy with 

it… that is my honest opinion. 

Unfortunately clever camber stuff and swipeable 

menus doesn’t sell cars. 

When the 4 Series (and F30 3 Series) concepts 

were being marketed there was a catch phrase 

in their adver>sing… “passion wins”. 

Well I am afraid that if it is passion that sells cars 

then this model is in big trouble because it is 

about as passionate as a German policeman. 
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Silverstone, England:  It is not oMen that one gets to drive 

a £ 600 000 car… and there is a good reason for that . 

The main one is that very few cars actually cost that much, 

which in South African terms is about R 10 800 000…  

excluding taxes and du>es. 

The second reason is that anyone who owns a car that expensive 

generally won’t let anyone just hop into the thing and take it for a 

spin… unless your name is Brown… David Brown. 

Now before everyone starts wondering how I managed to raise the 

dead; the David Brown to whom I refer is NOT the David Brown 

who died in 1993 - who was knighted - the same man who bought 

Aston Mar>n in 1947 and rescued it from disaster  - the same man 

who’s ini>als ‘DB’ precede the model number of all the nicest 

Aston Mar>ns… no, we are not talking about him. 

We are however talking about a different and unrelated David 

Brown who, firstly is very much alive, and secondly has a small 

vehicle factory in Silverstone Park… and he hand builds bespoke 

and incredibly interes>ng cars. 

Last month my colleague James tested a £ 100 000 Mini made by 

the same genius, well this >me there is something much nicer… 

they call it the Speedback GT.  Oddly enough what David Brown #2 

has done is taken all the best and most iconic bits of the classic 

Aston Mar>n DB 5 and then fine tuned them to perfec>on in his 

own crea>on. 

Now what needs to be dealt with is the price.  It is expensive… very 

expensive… almost double that of a Rolls Royce Phantom… right 

now that we all agree on that point lets move on without that 

detail clouding our minds and impairing our judgment. 

Price so saying is rela>ve, and this car despite a crazy >cket is 

actually worth every last cent. 

The Speedback GT is in fact the car with which Brown launched his 

business, and they sold… they sold well. 

Brown is an unassuming and outgoing man who loves a good 

wisecrack.  His business is called David Brown Automo>ve, which 

naturally leans towards the Aston Mar>n man… but however 

uncanny the issue of naming may be, it is the mans name, so it can 

never be a point of conten>on… clever use of it… perceived to be 

sneaky by some perhaps, but undeniably all above board. 

Brown has been building cars for a while… outlandish rally cars… so 

when opportunity knocked to build something for public 

consump>on he was already in the right frame of mind. 

As the story goes, many years ago Brown bought an old DB 5 and 

“modernised” it… as he puts it… this included more power, be<er 

brakes and denser soundproofing.  "I love it, and s>ll have it," he 
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says, "but aMer all that it was s>ll a '60s car. I kept wondering how I 

could have a modern car with the look I liked." 

The result is staggering… the chassis, engine and many other 

significant components that the Speedback uses comes from the 

Jaguar XKR, yet all completely reworked to be totally unique at the 

same >me. 

Inside the Sppedback is a wonderful mix of the finest wood, leather 

and metal finishes… all worked to perfec>on… by hand.  As far as 

toys go it pre<y much has it all.  A wooden rimmed steering wheel, 

dual zone climate control, soM-close doors, automa>c wipers, 

electrically operated and folding door mirrors, PDC and reversing 

camera are just some of them.  There is also a very nice and easy to 

operate touchscreen infotainment system which includes 

naviga>on, Bluetooth, USB connec>vity and a Bowers & Wilken 

sound system. 

In the back there are a couple seats and in the boot there is 

perhaps my favourite feature… Brown calls it a ‘picnic seat’.  What 

you have is a seat which fold out of the boot floor allowing you to 

sit at the back of the car… the sort of thing you would do when 

watching your Polo ponies do their thing. 

Exterior styling is classic and very clean… and the body is all 

aluminium, so its rigid and light.  And the car is therefore fast and 

handles very well. 

It has modern nice>es such as LED headlights, performance brakes 

and ac>ve differen>al dynamics, but at the same >me classic 

styling… just look at the li<le bumpere<es on each corner! and all 

the chrome trim. 

The designer in fact, a man called Alan Mobberley, who used to 

design cars for Land Rover came out of re>rement to assist 

because he felt he was old enough to understand what made the 

DB 5 so special.  He says, "… it's a contemporary GT with the heart 

and soul of a classic". 

Despite cri>cism from some stupid people who in my opinion don’t 

know any be<er about the Jaguar underpinnings, Brown and Jaguar 

are happy with the result… and so am I. 

The Jag bits used are the best they have to offer, and aMer having 

been developed over several genera>ons there are no teething 

problems and the thing is just as close to perfect as imaginable. 

The engine, a 5 litre supercharged V8 connected to a six-speed 

paddle shiM operated gearbox is the work of true genius.  It 

produces 375kW and sounds amazing under heavy accelera>on. 

It will also sprint to 100km/h from a stands>ll in 4.6 seconds and its 

top speed is electronically limited to 250km/h, which is more than 

enough for a GT car. 

To describe just how good this car feels to drive is difficult, because 

its not just the over-the-top interior or the gorgeous styling, or 

even the fantas>c engine, gearbox and handling dynamics.  It is the 

feeling it gives you… it’s brilliant!! 

An Aston Mar>n DB 5 face, a Jaguar heart and a bespoke 

handmade body to die for… what’s not to love! 
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COOL TOYSCOOL TOYSCOOL TOYSCOOL TOYS    
----FOR BOYS AND GIRLSFOR BOYS AND GIRLSFOR BOYS AND GIRLSFOR BOYS AND GIRLS----    

Bentley Eyewear - Acetate and Titanium  

GBP 555 (available from Bentley Online Store) 

Bentley Baseball Cap 

GBP 32 (available from Bentley Online Store) 

Bentley Wings Key Ring 

GBP 35 (available from Bentley Online Store) 

Porsche Bike RS Black 

USD 6 000 (available from Porsche Online Store) 

Porsche RS Chair 

USD 6 549 (available from Porsche Online Store) 
Porsche Soundbar 

USD 3 500 (available from Porsche Online Store) 
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 Tag Heuer Carrera 

Kingsman 

POA 

Tag Heuer Carrera 

Calibre 5 Day / Date 

POA 

Mechanical Bok T-Shirt 

Big Blue R 295 

Bentley Gents Leather Jacket 

GBP 2 400 

Bentley online store 

Bentley Gear S>ck 

Cufflinks GBP 105 

Bentley online store 

Bentley Men’s Wallet 

GBP 245 

Bentley online store 
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Bentley Ladies Leather Jacket 

GBP 2 200 

Bentley online store 

Bentley Ladies Envelope Purse 

GBP 415 

Bentley online store 

Bentley Con>nental Weekender 

GBP 2 750 

Bentley online store 

Julia Dress 

Big Blue 

R 1 055 

Bentley Diana B Clutch Purse 

GBP 1 550 

Bentley online store 
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Midrand: A C-Class size SUV… okay, lets explore this for a 

bit.  And then the engine, a diesel engine, from a bigger 

car.  Does this really make sense? 

Before the advent of the 350d you could get your diesel 

GLC in a rather sorry 220d, or the equally tragic 250d.  

Which of course didn't made any sense. 

People these days like SUVs… and they come in all shapes and sizes, 

from >ny things such as the Chery Tiggo to massive ba<leships like 

the Bentley Bentayga.  So a mid sized SUV seems to be the one that 

people would want, but then again we really are spoilt for choice. 

In the same size as the GLC, just in German brands you have the 

BMW X3, Audi Q5, Volkswagen Tiguan and Porsche Macan… if I  

haven’t forgo<en anyone… 

And then if you add those from the other sides of the planet the 

number is quite staggering. 

In other words it has become a hugely compe>>ve segment, 

so would a R 855 000 baby Merc SUV be something that 

people would want?  Well first of all there are six GLC 

models; 3 diesel and obviously 3 petrol models with the GLC 

43 AMG at the top (and apparently a fully fledged 63 AMG 

coming soon). 

Our test car, even in boring accountant white, is quite an 

a<rac>ve car.  Boldly styled with manly accents in all the right 

places… an off-roader it is definitely not, but a city kerb 

crawler it definitely is.  

The 3 litre turbo-diesel V6 produces a respectable 190kW and 

an even more healthy 620Nm, which shunts the car from 0 to 

100km/h in 6.2 seconds. 

Oddly there is also something called a GLC Coupe, which in the 

350d spec costs a hundred thousand Rand more… who knows?  

Maybe Mercedes Benz SA will be kind enough to break cover and 

give us one to see why that would be a be<er purchase. 

Another thing that I s>ll cannot understand is why Mercedes Benz 

changed the whole model naming system… unless it was because 

they ran out of le<ers… 

As far as I can gauge A, C, E and S are references to size.. much like 

the class setup.  Okay that’s easy enough and admi<edly something 

that we are used to.  Then, and this is where it gets interes>ng… if  

the car is a normal car then it doesn’t earn any addi>onal le<ering 

and just remains an A, C, E or S Class, but if it is an SUV then it is a 

GL.  Of course the GL was the biggest Merc SUV under the old 

system… 

So this is a GL (SUV) and C (second smallest class) with the number 

deno>ng the engine size, being 350… but its not… it’s a 3 litre and 

The C-Class of SUVs… does that 

even make sense in the slightest? 
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not a 3.5 litre… 

Here is where Mercedes have in my view 

completely lost the plot… you have the 

180, 200 and 250… all of which have the 

exact same engine with small mapping 

differences. 

The 350 diesel is not, a three litre but the 

300 is, then the 350 petrol is a 3.5 litre...  

The 400 is also a three litre, and the 500 is 

a four and a bit litre thing… then there is 

the AMG 43, 45, and 63… the 43 and 45 to 

the best of my knowledge are two litres 

and the 63 is a four litre… 

And then there is the V Class… right… 

Once all unintelligible naming is put aside 

the car actually does make sense. 

Its actually pre<y decent and compared to 

an BMW X3, Audi Q5, Jaguar F-Pace or 

Porsche Macan, all of which are available 

in diesel its not a bad proposi>on. 

The 140kW 400Nm producing BMW X3 

2.0d costs R 660 826, whereas the Audi Q5 

2.0TDi Qua<ro which also produces 140kW 

and 400Nm costs R 652 000, and the 

180kW 580Nm Porsche Macan S diesel 

costs R 1.1 million.  The Jaguar F-Pace 30d 

AWD Pure is however an interes>ng 

proposi>on because it has more power 

(221kW), more torque (700Nm) yet 

surprisingly only costs slightly more then 

the GLC 350d at R 969 946. 

That means the GLC 350d is more powerful 

than all the other Germans and costs less 

than the significantly more expensive 

Porsche… it does however cost quite a bit 

more than the BMW and Audi, but this is 

perhaps outweighed by the performance 

figures, and the fact that the GLC is also 

available in the two litre variety cos>ng 

then about the same. 

Yet insofar as these compara>ve 

parameters are concerned the Jaguar 

however out-guns it in every respect. 

The ques>on of course is would the power 

increase, along with the price be jus>fied?  

Well I for one think it does. 

We pay more for geNng more… its that 

simple, and hardly a concept that requires 

explana>on or convincing. 

Inside the GLC you are met by the current 

and quite typical Mercedes Benz layout, 

which whilst not being par>cularly exci>ng 

is func>onal and really easy to operate, 

except turning off the trac>on control 

which is hidden quite deeply inside the 

Comand system… the reason for which 

completely escapes me. 

As a rather strange feature you can have 

the smelly stuff device (the name I gave it) 
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which waMs perfumed air into the cabin, AND you can 

choose your scent.  Quite why anyone would willingly 

use such a stupid thing also completely escapes me.  

Maybe it beats a bag of Sta-SoM under the seat, but I  

think Merc have taken customer wishes a touch too far 

with this thing 

The test car had the ‘AMG Line’ op>on >cked on the 

order form.. this included some styling and cosme>c 

addi>ons, but zero performance enhancements. 

The bo<om line I guess when it comes to this car is 

ironically exactly that… the bo<om line.  Yes, there are 

two cheaper diesel models, and in other brands you can 

also buy cheaper, but there is a certain niceness to the 

extra power and refinement that the 350d offers. 

I am of the considered view that at this level there are 

only two contenders.  The GLC and the F-Pace.  The next 

bit is a ma<er of personal taste.  I for one prefer the 

look of the Jaguar… but that’s just me. 
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Our country has a 

"Junk Status" ra>ng 

because of the 

misuse of vast state 

resources, amongst 

other reasons which 

some people haven't 

explained, as yet!!! 

Our fearless leaders 

have perfected was>ng hard earned tax 

payer’s money on stupid things like 

chartering of private jets and “home 

security upgrades”, and as a proud South 

African I feel it is my duty to see if I can 

save my beloved country lots of money by 

reconfiguring something that costs far too 

much… that being the personal 

transporta>on of government ministers. 

Naturally there are far too many ministers 

to discuss individually, so I shall focus on 

our leader JZ and 6 of his trusty stooges; 

the ministers for Finance, Health, Sports, 

Agriculture, Educa>on and Police. 

Jacob Zuma, an illiterate Zulu-boy came to 

power and since then the country has been 

in the toilet… his convoys are the stuff of 

legend… and from whence the term “blue 

light brigade” was born.  His collec>on of 

wives have also cost the tax payer a 

fortune in cars, but that is a discussion for 

another >me. 

My sugges>on is to replace his 7 Series 

limo and a dozen black BMW X5s for one 

Toyota Quantum… and he can drive it 

himself… he is Zulu aMer all… and can 

name it Umshiniwami (lit: his machine).  I 

think it is a brilliant idea and he can put all 

his bodyguards in the back so that when he 

gets to wherever they are ready to keep 

baddies away from him.  In terms of driving 

style there will be no discernable 

difference between his taxi driver an>cs 

and the current bully tac>cs employed by 

the VIP escort drivers who force other 

motorists off the road with regularity. 

The difference is that one brand new 

Quantum costs about R 420 000; whereas 

a fleet of black BMW’s costs at least R 15 

million… much be<er I think. 

Minister Melusi Gigaba is (or was at least 

at the >me of wri>ng) the minister of 

finance.  The man solely responsible for 

the country’s money, and ul>mately our 

financial standing in the interna>onal 

community.  Needless to say he is the 

same financial genius who managed to 

have awarded us “junk status”… therefore 

he isn't really a genius at all and as a result 

should be regarded with the same 

considera>on when it comes to his 

transporta>on as he has given our 

country’s finances. 

For the hundreds of millions that investors 

have lost thanks all to him he should be 

afforded nothing at all.  The man should 

therefore ride in a Ssangyong Korando, a 

beast of burden that will only waste a 

more respectable R 325 000 as opposed to 

an armed escort of luxury German cars… 

he also doesn’t need any bodyguards 

because lets face it things can’t get any 

worse without him, so he’s pre<y safe. 

In the hot seat now is the minister of 

health Mr. Aaron 

Motswaeledi.  His 

job is to protect us 

from illnesses and 

other very nasty 

afflic>ons.  Pity the 

hundred odd plus 

mental pa>ents 

who died because 

they were not 

cared for didn't get 

that memo… so he 

too should get 

nothing. 

The best for this 

character, who 

isn't really even 

medically qualified is a hybrid… 

Now bear with me on this… hybrids are 

generally more expensive that their non-

hybrid counterparts, but this is health and 

therefore responsibility comes with the 

job.  So I shall nominate the Nissan Leaf, 

which admi<edly costs half a million Rand, 

but it is a “zero emissions” car, fully 

electric, and big enough for Aaron to drive 

around visi>ng the sick and delivering 

medicines without harming the planet or 

anyone on it.  Which actually is what he 

should be doing un>l such >me as there 

are no more medical service delivery 

issues, nursing strikes, scandals or the like. 

Our minister of sport is Thulasizwe Nxesi… 

quite why we have or need a minister of 

sport is good ques>on, but as the man is 

there he may as well be put to be<er use, 

and at same >me save us money by 

replacing the driver of the bus used to 

ferry around the na>onal sports teams, 

such as Bafana Bafana, and he can whilst 

driving encourage, cri>cize and boost 

morale within the teams. 

AMer many years of drought and soaring 

food prices, we look no further than Tina 

Joemat-Peterson, our revered minister of 

agriculture for help in these >mes of crisis.  

Unfortunately she is out to lunch with her 

‘whatsapp group’ whilst crops whither and 

animal starve… 

This woman does not need a luxury 

anything as her righYul place is on the 

farm, plan>ng and harves>ng, milking and 

slaughtering… that’s what a true 

agriculturalist should be doing.  Therefore 

she gets a two-tone dress and a Tata 

Xenon bakkie for R 220 000 and a license 

to drive all the equipment of the farm.  

And only once the food crisis is sorted out 

can she return to the civilized world. 

It is said that our children are the future, 

and that educa>on is paramount… 

Well it comes as no surprise that Angie 

Motshekga our minister of educa>on has 

been asleep on the job… between textbook 

delivery problems and school sex scandals  

this woman has earned the right to nothing 

more than the delivery van that will carry 

all the ‘missing’ textbooks to the students 

who desperately need them. 

Accountability is a bitch! 

And the last frog in the box is the man, a 

champion of jus>ce and combater of crime 

and / or evil… our minister of police (who 

used to be the minister of sport…) Fikile 

Mbalula. 

If our country was crime free I would agree 

that he has earned the right to his BMW 7-

Series and armed flashy light escort… but 

as it isn't, he hasn't and therefore I think 

his righYul place is behind the wheel of a 

police bakkie patrolling our streets to make 

our country a safer place. 

So, when you weigh up the savings of both 

cars and be<er produc>vity it just makes 

sense… and cents… 
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My name is Kevin and 

I am proudly a 

resident of Joburg, or 

Johannesburg to 

those not from here. 

Living in the biggest 

city is South Africa 

has its benefits, but 

from >me to >me there are one or two 

small disadvantages. 

The fact that you can find pre<y much 

whatever you want at 10pm on a Sunday 

night is an advantage, but the traffic that 

you encounter less that twelve hours later is 

decidedly a massive disadvantage. 

I remember a few years back when I was 

s>ll studying the government hatched a plan 

to force all public transport vehicles, and 

‘car pool’ cars into a specific and dedicated 

lane… but of course there was zero policing 

of this so naturally it didn't work. 

This is of course the root of most of our 

traffic related problems.  The traffic cops 

tend to focus on easy targets and leave the 

harder ones alone. 

Standing on a corner wai>ng for carefree 

and unsuspec>ng Sandton housewives to 

turn a corner without coming to a complete 

stop at a stop street, which clearly was 

created in error is easy… no danger there at 

all to the lazy traffic cop… or Metropolitan 

Policeman as they prefer to be called… 

whatever. 

However staking out known “hijack hot 

spots”… well that’s a bit dangerous because 

hijackers shoot back.  They will however go 

and put up a sign telling, no, warning, you 

that by stopping at this spot could cost you 

your life but actually try and catch the 

baddies… don’t be silly. 

Of course let you try and use that as an 

excuse for not stopping and the bastards 

will want to fine you… or be paid a “spot 

fine” which of course goes straight into their 

back pocket. 

So how could we improve the situa>on? 

I read somewhere, that years ago - long 

before my >me - that there was an an>-

hijack system sold in South Africa called the 

“Blaster” or some such… basically what it 

involved was a pair of flame throwers… one 

on each side of the car, which was ac>vated, 

aMer turning a key to arm the system, by 

pressing a switch with your foot. 

How cool is that!!!  The thing even made it 

onto Ripley’s Believe it or Not… but of 

course some human rights soMies got 

involved and the device was taken off the 

market. 

Last year I was hijacked and lost my car to 

some swine who probably got a couple 

grand for the deed… there I was minding my 

own business and this guy pops out of 

nowhere and points a gun at me… a minute 

later I was carless, phoneless, watchless and 

walletless. 

Then my insurance company came with the 

usual million excuses why they shouldn't 

pay the correct amount… and all of this 

could have been avoided if I could have just 

flame grilled the bugger with the gun… now 

where is the problem in that? 

Firstly there would be one less villain 

roaming the streets preying on innocent 

people and secondly there would be one 

less unlicensed gun out there because I can 

assure you when you are on fire you will 

pre<y much drop everything to beat out the 

flames… including your pistol.  

People look at this far too seriously, I think.  

When figh>ng this scourge  you have to 

have a sense of humour and what be<er 

way to express this than with a double 

barrelled gas fuelled crook griller… its 

brilliant! 

So now geNng back to the traffic problem… 

I reckon that the biggest problem that we 

face is impa>ence, so that is the issue that 

requires a solu>on… and that is easy.  Just 

find something else to keep yourself 

amused whilst siNng on the N1 for three 

hours… each way… 

Adjust the spray nozzle on your wiper spray 

thing to nail people next to you… okay as 

much fun as that may be it could end in 

violence… 

So why not just take a humourous approach 

to the whole thing and instead of wishing 

for a swiM death, turn the music up, roll the 

window down and smile at people. 

Sounds stupid perhaps, but it is hard to not 

smile back at some silly looking git who is 

grinning at you… and maybe even you will 

make a friend or two. 

And safety in numbers is always a good 

thing against hijackings too. 
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Hi… Thembi in the 

corner checking in for 

the first >me. 

Have you ever 

wondered who 

designs road signs? 

We take these things 

for granted and see 

hundreds of them everyday; some make 

sense and other don’t, but nobody has ever 

asked this ques>on, as far as I am 

concerned. 

Just look at the sign above.. warning people 

not to leave valuables in their cars because 

police and thieves patrol the area… and that 

by the way is from Australia, so clearly they 

have the same problem with their police 

that we do. 

Signs guide us in strange ways… 

subconscious ways, and without them we 

would be, quite literally, lost.  So why then 

do the people who make them just 

some>mes get them so horribly wrong? 

Well I am going to show you some of the 

funnier ones out there and ask you to try 

and delve into the mind of the clearly 

mindless idiots who created them… 

From the strange shores of the Middle East 

(below) is a lovely sign warning people to be 

aware of “road surprises”… such as what I 

ask with tears in my eyes?  Bunny rabbits 

that don’t look leM and right before 

crossing?  Or some Jihadist luna>c with an 

rocket launcher looking to send you, the evil 

infidel, back to your maker? 

A be<er descrip>on would be be<er… just 

imagine you are siNng on a plane and 

suddenly the captain speaks using the 

intercom asking, “… does anyone know how 

to speak Arabic?” 

Can you visualise the pandemonium that 

would ensue! 

Then there is the sign (directly below) 

which I suspect caters for a very strange 

sort of person; the sort who visits website 

that get usually shut down by government 

agencies as soon as they are discovered… 

what the hell are they trying to tell us… 

there are cows somewhere but don’t have 

inappropriate rela>ons with the sheep?  

Oh and that winner also comes from 

Australia… 

On the subject of in>mate rela>ons and 

Australians, just look to the far bo<om 

right… what we have is a sign informing us 

that there are shagging kangaroos out 

there and they are not to be disturbed… 

seriously!!! 

I know the Aussies are a bit different but 

insis>ng on privacy so that their beloved 

Roos can breed is taking it a bit far… 

Then from the curious world of the Far East 

comes a sign telling us that runaway 

wheelchair occupants will be eaten by 

crocodiles. 

Quite a statement if 

you ask me… but 

wouldn’t a barrier 

to keep the 

crocodiles out be a 

far be<er way to 

spend money than 

making stupid 

signs? 

But we are not excused from this.. oh no, 

from South Africa (below) as is evident from 

the Afrikaans is a corker poin>ng out that 

there is a “DANGER AHEAD” and that your 

seat belt will save you but your dentures are 

in grave danger to the extent that you 

should remove them… what the hell sort of 

danger are they speaking of here?   Clearly 

there are places in our country more 

dangerous to drive with false teeth in place 

than others. 

I would love to know… and what in the 

world were they thinking? 
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Hello, I am Kate, and I 

have a confession to 

make.  I am a traffic 

light shopper. 

South Africa is a 

fantas>cally diverse 

and incredible land of 

opportunity; if you 

know where to look 

and aren't afraid to work hard.  Regre<ably 

large por>ons of our popula>on for some 

reason are just bone idle and would rather 

mooch about than actually get out there 

and make something posi>ve happen. 

I understand that the unemployment figures 

are scary, but at the same >me there are a 

par>cular group of dedicated entrepreneurs 

who doggedly day in and day out brave the 

sun, the wind, the rain and the cold to make 

your life easier because you can do your 

shopping from the comfort of your car… its 

brilliant.  I have huge respect for these guys 

and girls and as a result support them 

whenever possible. 

Many people are guilty of the same thing - 

when these sales people approach their car 

they wave them away without actually 

really looking at what they are selling, and 

that is a big mistake. 

Assump>ons being the mother of all f#@k 

ups we also assume that the goods they are 

selling is some cheap and nasty Chinese 

knock-off rubbish… and yes some is, but the 

majority isn't.  I recently bought a cellular 

telephone car charger for R100 and then 

about a week later saw the exact same 

charger in a shop for R279,99.  Bargain!! 

You see the traffic light sellers don’t have 

overheads of any kind, so that saving shiMs 

directly to the consumer… this is pre<y 

basic business one-o-one, because I am sure 

that many a businessman who waves them 

away every >me should actually know this. 

This type of trade is as South African as wors 

rolls and biltong (for our foreign readers 

that would be a sausage on a roll and a 

dried meat snack - South African style...) yet 

we dismiss it as a nuisance, and the idiot 

traffic police who when they are not taking 

bribes (for our foreign readers - this is what 

they call ‘spot fines’ when they stop you) - 

they are harassing, arres>ng and 

confisca>ng goods from these hawkers 

because of some stupid licensing issues… so 

the government wants to fight 

unemployment but then goes out of their 

way to prevent people from making 

money… but if you want a license you have 

to pay for it… using the money you picked 

from the money tree perhaps?  That is just 

how stupid these bloody poli>cal sorts are. 

We need to work together and not against 

one another. 

Support local is what I always say.  If we do 

then more people can stand on their own 

two feet and contribute to making our 

country the best ever. 

So please try this… next >me you want 

something just look up instead of waving a 

dismissive hand… you may well be 

pleasantly surprised by what you see. 
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Hull, England:  Ninety six.  That’s 

how birthday par>es Bentley 

Motors Limited has had since its 

birth.  Quite an achievement in our 

unstable economic and poli>cal 

>mes. 

The pres>gious car maker has been making 

the finest of the finest cars for nearly a 

century… but that’s exactly it; they have 

been making cars. 

Then a year ago the unthinkable happened 

- an SUV weighing 2.4 tones was revealed 

and it was called Bentayga… and to make 

ma<ers worse it was powered by the 

deeply respected 6 litre twin-turbo W12 

engine from the Con>nental GT. 

The purists probably went into hiding to 

plot the murder of Bentley designers and 

execu>ves, who probably went into hiding 

to avoid much murdering. 

But in an act of absolute defiance the same 

hidden designers and execu>ves did the 

unimaginable… they snuck off to Germany 

for a spot of robbing and returned with 

something nicked from the Audi SQ7 and 

brought about another version of the 

already hated Bentayga… this one fed with 

the fuel of Satan… diesel. 

That’s right, they took the 4 litre V8 mul>-

stage turbo diesel engine from the SQ7 and 

dropped it into a Bentley… so the only 

ques>on is, does it work? 

And, has Bentley completely lost the plot? 

Surely at least owners of the W12 

Bentayga could in defense of having 

bought one claim that it was powered by a 

Bentley engine… unfortunately the diesel 

version owners would have to think of 

another excuse. 

Well, as a ma<er of fact we think it works, 

and here is why. 

Firstly, and a bit like the principle of the 

Porsche Cayenne which also ini>ally 

shocked the pants off the purists, there is a 

very definite place in the market for the 

Bentayga diesel. 

The argument that if you can afford a 

Bentley then you can afford the petrol is 

true, but if you run out of petrol then it 

sort of defeats the point slightly of having a 

car.  And as we all know the W12, 

however powerful and amazing it 

may be, its also damn thirsty! 

Your typical SUV driver is also 

more likely to be places where fuel 

is less accessible, like deep inside 

game reserves, than the drivers of 

regular cars, so having something 

with a bit more range is always a 

good idea. 

Why do think Land Rovers are diesel? 

The Bentayga was heralded (by Bentley) as 

being, “the fastest, most powerful, most 

luxurious and most exclusive SUV in the 

world”. 

And then they made a diesel which was 30 

percent less powerful than the W12.... 

However all is not lost… the diesel 

produces the exact same 900Nm of torque 

as the W12, which gives it excellent mid-

range power. 

The gearing, provided by an eight-speed 

automa>c gearbox is iden>cal in the diesel 

to that in the petrol, up to and including 

the individual gear ra>os and final drive.  

Power is despatched to all four wheels, 

and the delivery thereof is silky smooth, 

intui>ve and in my view near perfect.  As a 

result the car handles extremely well 
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despite its size and weight. 

Bentley (and other cars of a comparable nature) are not just means 

of transport… or at least that’s always how it was.  However this 

Bentayga is sort of different in one very material way… it offers 

value-for-money driving.  In such a pres>gious brand this is unheard 

of and perhaps not right… or at least that’s how it seems. 

Now before I confuse you further let me try and explain this 

somewhat academic point.  People buy Bentleys because they can 

and it is a spoil of their success.  A W12 Con>nental GT is a 

massively imprac>cal car which drinks petrol like a thirsty camel… 

sub-300km on a 100 litre tank if you don’t drive carefully thirsty.  

But that’s okay because its not ‘transport’ is a status symbol and a 

luxury nice-to-have.  The Mulsanne even more so. 

Then there is the W12 Bentayga, and for something slightly more 

opulent the Bentayga Mulliner… but the diesel… well that’s a fuel 

efficient oil burner.  The sort of thing the Mulsanne owner’s wife 

would drive to fetch the kids from school.  So that makes it un-

Bentley… however its saving grace, rather ironically, is its price tag 

because it is without a doubt the most expensive SUV the soccer 

mom is going to ever consider buying. 

It is a Bentley, possessing 90% of the tradi>onal values, yet offers 

real-world prac>cality… perhaps this devil fuel drinker is the book 

of Genesis of the new bible of the luxury car’s future? 

The styling is conserva>ve yet a<rac>ve… not awe inspiring, but 

stately… which is how it is supposed to be.  Imposing in a subtle 

way. 

Inside the car, as you would expect, you are surrounded with the 

finest wood, leather and metal finishes - all of which done in the 

way that only Bentley can do… having had 96 years to perfect it. 

It is an amazing place to be, and you feel so very special surrounded 

by all this plushness. 

Immensely comfortable would be an understatement to describe 

the ride.  The same applies to just siNng in the thing when its 

sta>onary. 

Insofar as the electronics are concerned you could perhaps get 

be<er in a big Mercedes Benz or BMW, but nobody buys this sort of 

car because of the infotainment.. but they might with a BMW.  So 

saying this is a rela>ve statement because whilst the Bentley may 

not have as many toys in the toy box, the ones that it does have are 

of excep>onal quality and work perfectly well. 

Glitzy, gimmicky and gadget are not words in the Bentley 

dic>onary. 

On the road the car drives beau>fully and as one would expect 

rides like it floats on a cushion of feathers from shaved ducklings. 

The off-road control rotary dial thing allows for on the move 

changes rela>ng to terrain changes, and offers programmed 

selec>on for Sport, Comfort, Custom, Snow, Sand, Forest and Track. 

Cleverly the same rotary dial surrounds the engine start bu<on, 

which is a focal point for any driver. 

So for the >me being the Bentayga is the king of the SUV world, and 

although at some point Rolls Royce and Aston Mar>n may join the 

SUV market… for now they haven’t.  

Other rivals (who aren't really good rivals) include the Range Rover 

SV Autobiography, Audi SQ7 and Mercedes-AMG GLS 63… except 

they are all petrol (apart from the SQ7 from whence the engine was 

stolen in the first place)… so that leaves this par>cular Bentayga in 

a league of its own. 

Naked Motoring has a proud history with Bentley.  We were one of 

the first to test the then new Con>nental GTC in 2011 as well as 

being the only local publica>on to review the mighty top-of-the-

range Mulsanne on home soil, so it is with considerable pride that I 

have been able to do this review, albeit on English soil. 

The magazine voted the Con>nental GTC the best conver>ble of 

that year, and I have to agree.  I have driven it and it is a marvelous 

vehicle. 

Having regard for what the Bentayga diesel represents for the 

brand I have to commend them for what they have created.  Yes, it 

has an Audi engine, which is a bit sacrilegious, and diesel isn't 

exactly the sort of thing you would ever expect to fuel any Bentley, 

but somehow and despite having to contend with nearly a century 

of tradi>on they have pulled off the impossible, for which they 

must be admired… respected even. 

I wouldn’t personally want this par>cular car, but I am not the 

soccer mom, trophy wife of a Mulsanne owner… however a bit like 

unexpectedly finding Keira Knightley wai>ng for you when you 

arrive home, if I woke up and one was parked in my garage I  

wouldn’t say no. 
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“Rare as hen’s teeth” is a term used to describe 

something of extraordinary rarity… well I have 

personally never inspected a hen before, nor have I 

any desire to.  However so saying I like a bit of roast 

chicken as much as the next man and would be 

slightly perturbed if any teeth, other than mine doing 

jus>ce to the chicken were anywhere near my plate. 

And it is in the spirit of this which brings me this months classic 

car guide. 

As you may recall last month I wrote a piece about dictators and 

their cars, well this is more about the cars and less about the 

megalomaniacs. 

The stunning red 1939 Alfa Romeo 6C (above) for example 

belonged to non other than “Il Duce” Bennito Mussolini, and the 

dark blue Mercedes Benz (below) was what ferried Hitler to and 

from wherever the luna>c went to and from. 

Yet however unpopular the previous owners may be these two 

cars are worth more than their weight in gold. 

Of course the likelihood of ever seeing let alone having the 

opportunity to buy either of the two are about as good as finding 

poultry fangs on your plate. 

However if you are prepared to take ownership of one which 

doesn’t have an (in)famous owner then the sky is the limit.  

This month I want to focus on classics which are made famous by 

their owners… good and bad. 

We have already men>oned Hitler… which is about as bad as you 

can get, but he did have a seriously collec>ble and very valuable 

motorcar.  The notorious madman mobile in ques>on is a 

Mercedes Grosser 770K 150 model - his was a conver>ble, 

armoured and weighed 5 tons, which was not standard.  By the 

1970s the thing has changed hands several >mes, and was 

regarded as the most expensive second-hand car on the planet. 

It now belongs to an anonymous Russian car collector who paid 

an “undisclosed” amount for it. 

The Alfa Romeo in ques>on was fully restored and sold on auc>on 

two years ago for just over US$ 2 million… 

Not bad for an old Alfa. 

Then the blue Rover (next page top right) is a 1972 Rover P5B.  

Now you are asking what possible value could such an odd, if not 

ugly car have in the world of classics owned by famous people… 

well surprise, surprise this car was owned by Queen Elizabeth II 

and Margaret Thatcher. 

It was also known as the 3.5-litre Saloon.  It was in fact Thatcher’s 
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preferred means of transport and as a 

result ended up being the preferred means 

of transport for the en>re Bri>sh 

government - officially. 

Her Majesty’s was Arden Green and stood 

amongst her fleet of Phantom Rolls 

Royces. 

Now whilst not the preNest car on earth, a 

clean one in good nick will cost you a few 

quid, and you wouldn’t be sorry having 

one either because it was considered in its 

day (by Bri>sh standards) to be luxurious 

and “very well built”.  Remember what 

other luxury brands are Bri>sh and you will 

then see the value in this statement. 

And there is  the silver Porsche (below); a 

model 550 Spyder, which was owned by 

Rebel Without a Cause actor James Dean, 

which was his signature car… 

He also called it “Li<le Bastard” which was 

quite ironic as it was also the same car that 

he crashed... and died in. 

This is a hugely collectable car, and 

according to serious Porsche 

collectors, it is also one of the more 

valuable cars of its era.  The highest 

price paid for one on auc>on was 

US$ 3.7 million 

Fortunately James Dean, despite 

being an American had the 

presence of mind to buy European 

and there is just something very 

special about whizzing around in a 

classic topless Porsche. 

Unfortunately the poultry teeth 

thing is very much the order of the 

day when it comes to finding a 550 

Spyder… but you never know, 

maybe you could be lucky and find 

one. 

Bill Clinton, another American, 

regre<ably does not like European 

cars, but he does like classic Ford 

Mustangs, just like the 1967 model 

pictured bo<om of page, which is Clinton’s 

actual Clearwater Aqua Mustang. 

Believe it or not, these are hugely 

collec>ble and can draw fairly scary prices 

too. 

This does somewhat burst the Clinton 

bubble of stuffy boringness because as 

much as American cars are like the 

hillbillies of the car world, there is s>ll 

something very cool about a classic Yank 

muscle car…  

You see now this is star>ng to make 

sense… forget the 550 Spyder 

unless you have a Swiss bank 

account and contacts in the auc>on 

world second-to-none. 

The Mustang however is a more 

realis>c proposi>on.  They can cost 

a  bit but at the same >me you are 

buying a piece of classic Americana 

motoring history.  And being a Ford 

a restora>on job wouldn’t be a bad 

idea either as parts would be not 

the hardest things in the world to 

find.  Expensive perhaps, but very 

definitely available. 

Clinton opted for the automa>c as 

opposed to the three-speed 

manual… I advise the same. 
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Then back to Germany… but this >me a Porsche 1964 356 C 

cabriolet (right) which was owned by singer Janis Joplin.  Her 

actual car recently sold on auc>on by RM Sotheby’s for US$ 1.7 

million, but one of these cars without a famous owner would 

change hands for about US$ 200 000, which is s>ll quite a lot of 

money. 

Joplin whose one song en>tled Mercedes Benz was known for 

her frugality and she bought the car second-hand in Beverley 

Hills from dealer Estes-Zipper for US$ 53 000.  She then handed 

it over the roadie Dave Richards who repainted it bright red and 

other colours… the car before being sold was repainted back to 

its original grey… apparently the Jopin paintjob has since been 

redone.  We like that sort of thing. 

S>ll in Germany we look at the 1972 Mercedes Benz 300 SE 6.3, 

a forty-five year old Mercedes Benz S-Class, with a 6.3 litre engine, 

loads of leather and wood.. its also big, very big.  

They usually fetch about US$ 100 000 on auc>on, but the one in the 

picture just below to the right belonged to legendary Steve 

McQueen… although the highest bid of US$ 400 000 was rejected 

and the car never sold… indica>ng that the seller wanted more than 

that... 

Then at the bo<om of the page is a 

photograph of the actual 1939 Daimler DB18 

Drophead Coupé driven by, but never owned 

by former Bri>sh Prime Minister Sir Winston 

Churchill.  The car was given to him by Daimler 

to use as he pleased, which is why he never 

actually took ownership of it. 

This is a true classic and oddly affordable too. 

Not the Churchill car though… oh no, that one 

was restored to showroom condi>on and is 

es>mated to be worth about US$ 325 000, but 

a normal one would sell for about US$ 50 000. 

The point is that collectors pay a lot more if 

something belonged to a famous someone. 

But you just want a nice cool classic which you can explain is “just 

like the one” owned by so-and-so, and that’s fine too. 

Remember classics are about passion and a desire to have 

something very special… for the person buying it… and that is all 

that ma<ers. 
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Frankfurt, Germany: Held at 

the enormous Messe Frankfurt 

the Interna>onal Automobile 

Exhibi>on is a mee>ng place for all the latest and greatest from 

the every manufacturer, developer and modifier of vehicles in the 

world… and we were there, three of us… who spread out and 

explored the vast halls seeking treasures to share with you. 

So here are our collec>ve favourites from the world’s greatest car 

display. 

Bentley Con>nental GT 

2018 Ford Mustang 

BMW X7 Concept 

BMW Z4 BMW M5 

BMW i3 S BMW 6 Series GT 

BMW i5 Concept 

Land Rover Discovery SVX 

Lamborghini Aventador S Roadster 
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On this page (from top leM to bo<om leM) Brabus G900, Ferrari 

Portofino, Audi A8, Audi RS3, RS5, TT-RS and new limited edi>on 

rear-wheel drive Audi R8 . 

From top right to bo<om right - Renault Megane RS, Mini Cooper GP 

Concept, Porsche 911 GT3 with Touring Package and the all new 

Porsche Cayenne Turbo 
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On this page: (top) Mercedes Benz Vision One Concept and two beau>ful 

old classic 280 SLs. 

(leM) Jaguar i-Pace racer and the new e-Pace hybrid SUV. 

(right bo<om) the BugaN Chiron (which set the 42 second record for 0-400-

0) 



 

 79 

Suzuki SwiM Sport 

Volkswagen T-Roc 

Honda Urban EV Concept 

Mini Electric Concept 

KIA Proceed Concept 

Wey XEV Concept 
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Available in selected retail outlets throughout South Africa 
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Nice, France:  There is something about France that I 

have always loved… the romance, the style, the food… but 

never the cars… or French drivers. 

Then I found myself in the seaside town of Nice looking at 

the new Lexus LC500, and I wondered if maybe this car 

wasn’t made for France. 

You see Lexus have apart from the LFA never made an exci>ng 

looking car, un>l now that is.  I had to keep checking that the badge 

on the front was actually an ‘L’ and not something slightly more 

exo>c. 

Admi<edly it does have a sensible name... LC500 Sport +… tells you 

its model designa>on, engine size and the fact that it is sporty… 

possibly even very sporty.  Which of course in the current climate 

of completely stupid car names and numbers is actually quite 

refreshing. 

If one has regard for Lexus’ recent endeavours its quite surprising 

that they have actually built a front engined, rear wheel drive, two 

plus two seat grand touring coupe… aMer all it is not a super SUV 

with plug-in hybrid supercar power shoo>ng brake pseudo-

sedanism… and this is a marvellous thing because as much as I can 

respect their R&D efforts, they are a tad boring… 

The design is striking to say the least, and pleasantly aggressive. 

Technically the car possesses all the things that you would expect in 

any other car in this class, like an Audi A5, a 4 Series BMW or 

Mercedes Benz C - Class coupe. 

Now if you have regard for the general design layout of the 

aforemen>oned Germans you will find that in general terms they 

are pre<y much all the same, but this is not so in the Lexus.  This is 

of course something that has always impaired Lexus in the past, 

because the things that they regard as ‘unique’ are generally things 

that nobody wants, which is also why nobody else does them 

Take for example the switches to switch between the various 

driving modes… in every other car these controls are between the 

seats close to the gear lever… in the LC500 Sport + for reasons that 

defy all logic they are mounted like small handle bars on either side 

of the instrument cluster on the dashboard… they firstly look like 

an aMer-though and secondly, and more troublingly so, they look 

like an aMer-market a<achment… the sort of thing found at the 

back classified sec>on of other magazines. 

Quite why they do these things, no ma<er how well made the 

switches may be, remains a mystery and in my opinion a terrible 

idea. 

Lexus say that it places them within reach of the driver’s hands 

when they are on the steering wheel… but your hands on the 

steering wheel obscures them and because you have to twist them 

you end up having to reach around the steering wheel to operate 

them which is just stupid. 

The overall quality of the interior however is excep>onally good… 

and they have used really nice high quality materials such as leather 

and suede on the dashboard and doors.  It feels really nice, and 

incredibly luxurious.  The plas>cs though don’t feel luxurious at all 
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and this, whilst not completely detrac>ng from the overall aesthe>c 

does bring down classy-o-meter a few points. 

The infotainment and such is all deal with using a large 10 inch 

widescreen, which is nice.  The rest of the controls are in the right 

place and func>on as they should. 

Another nice touch is the digital screen, taken from the LFA 

supercar no less, which replaces conven>onal instruments and 

dials. 

Of course all of these screens are controlled by normal switches… 

why, is my only ques>on? 

As for the body; it is made from a clever combina>on of varying 

grades of steel, aluminium and plas>c reinforced carbon fibre.  This 

has allowed Lexus to balance the car nicely which translates directly 

to be<er on-road ability, par>cularly when it comes to handling. 

The engine in the LC500 is a 350kW 5 litre V8 (in the LC500h it is a 

3.5 litre V6 with some electric motors to assist it).  The V8 being the 

be<er op>on, if nothing else for the sound it makes. 

Oddly Lexus have decided that the correct amount of gears for the 

V8 is 10… TEN!!! which in my view has 4 too many.  The hybrid, 

however suffers some reverse >me travel and gets a CVT job, which 

will be rubbish because all CVT gearboxes are rubbish. 

The result of a ten-speed gearbox is that the thing is constantly 

changing gears…. which in a V8 is a li<le unnecessary. 

It looks the business, and the V8 definitely sounds the business, and 

the spec level is excep>onally high. 

If you are the sort of person who has a bit more ear hair that most, 

and you want to drive something with sporty preten>ons, but will 

s>ll not raise too many eyebrows in a bad way at the bowling club 

then this is the perfect car for you. 

And that’s it really - Lexus doing what Lexus does best… and they 

do it brilliantly well.  
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Johannesburg:  At the 1984 Amsterdam motor show 

BMW launched a curious vehicle, and called it nothing 

more than its model number “5” preceded by a single 

le<er… M. 

From incep>on there was no mistake that the M5 was 

designed to be the ul>mate driving machine into which BMW 

would forever shoehorn  their latest performance technologies. 

One of my more memorable television adverts was of some rocket 

car being filmed trying to break the land speed record… and then 

you think, “how are they filming it?”… the answer… in a BMW M5, 

which managed to actually pull away from the aforemen>oned 

rocket.  Yes, its an advert and in no way actually true, but it was s>ll 

a good advert and spoke of BMW’s vision regarding this par>cular 

model. 

The carin the advert was admi<edly the old tyre shredding V10 

model which out test car’s genera>on replaced.  This one has a 4.4 

litre V8 with two turbochargers. 

The world was in shock on that day because BMW had actually 

done something never done before… they went smaller and 

bigger all at the same >me….  

I remember when it was launched in South Africa in late 2011… 

the BMW SA test car was blue.  Every motoring journalist and his 

dog was in the queue to drive it, and when we all got our turn… 

for only a week… it was >me well spent in a phenomenal vehicle.  

At launches there were jokes made about the size of the 

speeding fines that Edward from BMW SA received courtesy of 

less observant journalists… and the speeds at which they were 

nabbed by some troll that lives under a highway bridge with a 

video camera speed trap. 

It was in short a brilliant car! 

But sadly now it is gone… with a new one having been launched at 

the Frankfurt motor show (see pages 76 to 79).  The new one, an all 

wheel drive car is I am sure very good, but un>l I drive one any 

commentary would be pure specula>on. 

This Blast from the Past is about our old friend the 2011 to 2016 

version. 

Our test car today is silver… a boring yet safe colour… or so they 

say… 

However beneath the boring working class exterior lies a 412kW 

high revving turbocharged V8 cooled by no less than 10 radiators… 

not very ‘bank manager’ is it? 

The car can get from 0 to 100km/h in around 4 seconds and will 

keep going reaching its governed limit of 250km/h very quickly… 

and then it can cruise there effortlessly for as long as your fuel 

lasts. 
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Civilised and refined are perhaps adjec>ves 

that could be used to describe the car at 

low speeds… sort like the same experience 

as driving the 530d, which we also 

incidentally tested and thoroughly 

enjoyed… but apply the heavy foot and 

things change significantly. 

Firstly there is the accelera>on which we 

have already established is brutal, and 

comparable to any other high performance 

car, but then there is the way the whole 

package takes this power and driving 

dynamic and  gives it to the driver to 

deploy at will as and how desired… and 

that is the stuff of wonder. 

You see anyone can make a car go fast… all 

you really need to do is take an engine and 

boost it a bit, make sure the bits that drive 

the wheels don’t break and pre<y much in 

a straight line you could be unstoppable… 

just look at the Hennessey Venom…  but as 

soon as you want to turn a corner you have 

to do other things to make this happen 

without you ending up on the roof… in a 

ditch… so you beef up the suspension and 

put on be<er wheels and decent quality 

tyres… 

So now what you have is a fast car with 

proper suspension for aggressive handling. 

But what if now on Sunday you want to 

take Granny to church?  I can assure that 

her false teeth being ra<led loose by your 

track ready suspension will not win you a 

favourable place in her stories at the old 

age home… “my grandson is such a nice 

boy, he took me to church”, will not be the 

story told… and then by frightening her to 

near death every >me you reach 3000 rpm 

will probably get you disowned and that is 

bad. 

So you would need two cars… one to race 

and one not. 

Or you get the M5 because it has the 

a<ributes of both types of car selectable at 

the push of a bu<on, and that is what 

makes it so special and incredibly clever. 

So for thirty-three years BMW have been 

making, and with each genera>on 

perfec>ng the ul>mate sports sedan. 

They make the M3, but I challenge anyone 

who can state as a ma<er of absolute fact 

that the M3 is, or was ever a be<er car 

when weighing in all the contribu>ng 

elements. 

When you throw this M5 into a corner the 

joys of rear wheel drive motoring are 

experienced in the nicest of ways… the 

dynamic is unparalleled. 

Cars that compete with the M5 are the 

Audi RS7, Mercedes Benz E63 AMG and 

Jaguar XF-RS, and they all are very nice 

cars… the Jag is probably the fastest… the 

Audi with its Qua<ro definitely handles the 

best and the Merc’s straight-line 

performance is blistering, but as all-round 

packages go the M5 is right up there and 

has been for a lot longer than either of 

these other brands… and that is the point I  

am geNng to. 

Whilst other manufacturers may make a 

be<er, nicer, faster or more dynamic car it 

is BMW who have paved the way and set 

the benchmark with the M5… so when 

Audi, for example launch a new big RS 

model it is the M5 that they a<ack and not 

any other car or model.  And when your 

rivals fear you so then you know that you 

have achieved something that they envy. 

And that is something special to behold. 

If you have never driven an M5 I strongly 

suggest that you do so… find one and take 

it for a spin (literally even) and then you 

will understand what it is that I am talking 

about.  This model is available 

secondhand… our test car is one such and 

on sale for about half its original price. 

We have taken a short trip down memory 

lane with a car that made us all very happy, 

so that whilst we wait for the new M5 with 

its probably smaller V6 engine with bigger 

turbos and all-wheel drive to arrive in our 

garage we have something to psych 

ourselves up with… and make ready for the 

new one, because it has some pre<y 

massive shoes to fill. 

Thank God for small mercies! 
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Test car, gratefully, courtesy of JSN Motors 
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In everyday life there is a constant struggle of good and evil, 

where one constantly tries to conquer the other… so why in 

the motoring world wouldn’t it be any different? 

When you think of a “good” car, what comes to mind?  And 

just for once I am not talking good in the sense of performance and 

build quality… I am talking about the way the thing looks, and 

makes other motorists feel. 

To explain this further I must paint a scenario… just imagine you are 

driving down the highway… minding your own business; perhaps 

even you are thinking about business.  Some arbitrary tune is 

playing on the radio and your supper awaits you at home along 

with your adoring wife, 2.3 kids and a dog named Spot… your life is 

perfect and couldn't get be<er. 

You fish out your mobile phone and send a quick text to the wife, 

“hi babe, on way home. do u need anything? miss and love u”… you 

press send… you smile, and then you glance up at the rear view 

mirror, almost as if something was telling you to do so. 

There is a car behind you… close behind you… 

Now whilst there is a single point of departure, 

there are two des>na>ons… the first is that the car 

behind you is a nice happy and friendly looking car 

that makes you smile and keeps your happy mood 

constant, whereas the other des>na>on is that the 

car behind you oozes menace and evil from every 

bolt and fills you with panic and fear… so much so 

you would violently change lanes without even 

checking if someone was next to you. 

Right so now you have the story…  

Immediately below is the old Volvo V50 which undoubtedly more 

than qualifies on the front of happy and “good”.  Volvos are all 

about safety and geNng their passengers to wherever alive and 

well… it represents ‘family’…  

The car in the photograph is one of our old test cars, which was 

reviewed and not surprisingly the words wicked, evil or menacing 

88 



 

 89 

appeared nowhere in the write-up. 

No ma<er how fast that Volvo approaches 

you there will be no violent lane swings… 

and should you give way you would 

probably think it was a vet off to birth 

some cute, fluffy ki<ens. 

The same could be said for the new 

Volkswagen Beetle (previous page right 

bo<om).  The photograph shown is the 

Beetle in its most aggressive spor>ng 

ouYit… hardly the stuff of nightmares… 

The on the flip side of the coin and 

represented by the Italians is the 

Lamborghini Aventador, whose headlight 

shape alone (immediately above) will 

induce some underwear spoiling… and 

when you leap out of its way there will be 

no thoughts of ki<ens. 

Lamborghini have in fact made every effort 

to ensure that pre<y much every car they 

have ever made has been a picture of 

demonic possession… the adjec>ve cute is 

never used to describe a Lambo… and for 

good reason, because they are wicked 

looking. 

Then from the windswept dunes of the 

United Arab Emirates comes something 

more evil than Satan himself… a 560km/h 

V16 quad-turbo monster which produces 

3728kW (these are not typing mistakes).. 

and what did they call this madness?  They 

rather aptly named it the Devel Sixteen 

(below). 

I can assure you that if  

you peered up and 

saw a Devel a metre 

or two behind your 

hatchback you would 

literally crap yourself  

before having a 

terrible accident just 

trying to get out of its 

way… and would you 

expect it to stop and 

the driver render 

some first aid… don’t 

be silly… 

Then from the land of cheese and 

wine comes a brand which we all 

know... BugaN.  Their latest offering, 

the Chiron, is a sexy ballis>c missile 

capable of insane speeds… but it’s 

not scary in an evil way. 

However hidden slightly deeper in 

this French stable is something called 

the Vision Gran Turismo, which is 

quite possibly the scariest looking car 

in the world (above right).  

It looks like Batman had a hand in 

designing it and 

in black is a 

symphony of 

pure evil.  The 

Vision, which is a 

silly name for 

something that 

can kill with its 

looks…  hmmm 

maybe that is the 

vision to which 

they refer? 

Pre<y much the 

scene would be 

very similar to that of the Devel should you 

look up and see this storming up behind 

you… lots of swerving… lots of screaming 

and a massive crash. 

So much does this worry BugaN that the 

Vision GT is apparently not going to go on 

sale, anywhere… 

ever. 

Or that’s what 

they say… of 

course that 

doesn’t explain 

how at least six 

Visions have 

being spo<ed all 

over the place?  

Perhaps Satan uses one for his daily 

transport? 

Then the silver car in the photograph 

immediately below is the 375km/h Danish 

made Zenvo ST1 which looks like it wants 

to eat anything on the ground… like small 

children and puppies. 

Three eyeballs in each eye, like some 

mutated and seriously angry snake. 

It just looks unfriendly and not like the sort 

of car you would want to be caught being 

photographed standing next to by its 

owner, who probably has a Devel at home 

too… and a Vision GT… and an Aventador. 

So you see good readers in the world of 

cars good is bad, and the more bad 

something is the be<er. 

And that is a brilliant thing, because 

otherwise we’d all drive Volvo sta>on 

wagons and hairdresser biased Beetles… I 

would rather stab myself that be stuck in 

that rut… 

Give me a Devel Sixteen, a Vision GT, a 

Zenvo ST1 or even just an Aventador and I  

will be the happiest man alive… even if I  

have to scare people all day long. 

A symphony of pure evil… the BugaN Vision Gran Turismo 
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Rockingham Motor Speedway, Corby, Northamptonshire, 

England: On a recent trip to do some fact finding I found 

myself at a racetrack in Corby siNng inside the new 

Lamborghini Huracán Performante and then a man 

opened the gate... well, why not I thought... 

Levity aside, Lamborghini have a long and proud history of building 

light-weight racers based on ‘standard’ models. 

The Gallardo Superleggera, Murcialago Super Veloce and Aventador 

Super Veloce are just three recent examples. 

It is of course not exclusively a Lamborghini thing as was aptly 

demonstrated with the Ferrari 458 Speciale and McLaren 675 LT, 

which means that however niche it may seem it is also quite 

compe>>ve. 

The Huracán Performante is in fact 40kg lighter than the standard 

Huracán, which is quite a bit if you consider the overall 

weight of the car. 

And then there is the engine… a naturally aspirated 5.2 

litre V10 which produces 470kW and 600Nm, which 

compared to the normal Huracán’s 426kW and 540Nm is 

a decent improvement… and the exhaust is ‘less 

restric>ve’ and sounds amazing… but it is clever too and 

has a few unseen tricks up its sleeve… 

Something called Aerodinamica Lamborghini ANva or 

‘ALA’… what this system does in simple terms is provides 

high down force mode for cornering and low down force 

mode for when you are on the straights… and takes 0.2 

of a second to change between modes. 

This is the party piece of the Performante and gives it a 

significant edge over the standard car. 

Then there is the rear wing which ALA moves about to vary the 

down force across the wing to move it to the unloaded wheel.   

What this does is creates a drag effect in the turns which keeps the 

car very firmly planted, with added trac>on for the exit. 

The tyres are also special.. and made specifically by Pirelli for this 

car. 

So good is this system that the Performante managed an 

astounding lap >me around the Nürburgring of 6 minutes an 52 

seconds. 

In true Lamborghini fashion you can tell this car apart from the 

standard Huracán by its extensive use of Lamborghini's Forged 

Composite carbonfibre for the aero parts, bronze-coloured wheels 

and Italian flags on its sills.  

Subtlety is something that Lamborghini don’t really understand. 
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The car is quicker than the regular 

Huracán… a full second quicker to 200km/

h and it is a LOT louder… which makes it so 

much be<er. 

Admi<edly on the road, which is where we 

drive most, if not all of the >me, the 

standard Huracán would be be<er as it is 

less extreme and more comfortable… 

however when you visit a race track, even 

if its only once, you will definitely want the 

Performante... regardless of price and 

comfort differences. 

My test car was fi<ed with the op>onal 

‘variable-rack dynamic steering’ and the 

(wait for this name) ‘magnetorheological 

dampers’ which further enhance the cars 

poten>al.  What these are in essence is a 

much more responsive steering setup and 

shock absorbers filled with iron filings and 

magnets, which at the press of a bu<on 

firm up substan>ally. 

The trac>on and stability control systems 

have obviously been tweaked and are also 

much be<er than those found in the 

normal Huracán. 

Under the influence of my heavy racing 

boot the naturally aspirated V10 opens up 

and is an incredible engine.  Of late we 

have been bombarded with turbocharged 

supercars, so to find a gem like this is so 

rewarding. 

Rockingham (the short name for the track) 

is quite a technically challenging track with 

a FIA license, and in the past has seen its 

fair share of famous races, and its fair 

share of accidents too. 

Nothing quite as drama>c as those at say 

Imola in Italy, but s>ll… accidents are 

accidents. 

It is a no nonsense track for a no nonsense 

driver in a no nonsense car… well at least 

the car is cut out for the job… two out of 

three isn't that bad. 

Unleashed on a track is where this car was 

born to be… it is brutally good, and so fast.  

I joke about my track experience, but in 

reality beneath the R1 500 hair-dos and 

manicured 

nails I have 

seen my fair 

share of track 

work and have 

been trained 

for such stuff. 

And believe 

me, you need 

it if you want 

to play on a 

track in a car 

like this one. 

The car is all 

wheel drive… thankfully.  And its AWD 

setup is the stuff of magic… it is just so, SO 

incredibly good, and the level of grip is just 

unbelievable. 

The car looks amazing, and even so in 

metallic orange with unpainted carbon 

fibre bits… this is a Lamborghini and it is 

supposed to look insane and be the filler of 

boys bedroom walls across the world. 

Oliver on page 102 drives a Mustang for 

two special boys, and one of them 

apparently loves Lamborghini… well my 

li<le friend I know that this monster Lambo 

will >ck all the boxes on your check list, 

and that also makes it really cool. 

If I had the money, which I sadly don’t, I  

would snatch up one of these in an instant 

without having to think about it twice. 

This is a serious car for a purist whose love 

of driving is such that there can be no 

compromise whatsoever. 

I have driven a lot of cars on a lot of tracks, 

and nothing to date has felt this good. 

I sit and wonder having just interviewed 

Leona Chin what her take on this car would 

be… but I suspect that it would be very 

similar to mine… and she does this for a 

living… maybe she will let us know? 
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Cape Town:  When presented with the Suzuki Vitara I 

thought things couldn’t get any worse… I mean it’s a 

Suzuki Vitara… 

We tested one of these, the Grand Vitara a few years ago 

and whilst being a niceish car it was a rather poor off-

roader, and not the sort of thing you would want to actually own.  

But leNng bygones be bygones I thought I may as well give this 

thing a fair go. 

Admi<edly at first impression the new Vitara is a lot be<er looking 

than the old one, and with that clamshell bonnet and interes>ng 

and aggressive styling cues, albeit stolen clearly from other brands, 

Suzuki have managed to put together something quite a<rac>ve. 

Now I must put on record right at the start that this test car was 

NOT supplied by Suzuki Motors South Africa, so I must apologise in 

advance for any inaccuracies rela>ng to specifica>on and the like… 

they however are the ones who declined to give us a car.  So they 

must simply just fall onto their own sword, if needs be. 

Back to the Vitara.  The test car therefore was borrowed from a 

Suzuki dealership.  And then reviewed.  Clearly head office forgot 

that they have dealerships… with stock... 

Against this car compete the VW Tiguan, Nissan Quasqai, Chevrolet 

Cap>va and so on… it is a smallish SUV, and at R 356 900 for the top

-of-the-range 1.6 GLX All-Grip automa>c its not too pricey either… 

compe>>ve just got interes>ng. 

The test car however was more in the middle of the range, and a 

manual, which costs about R 320 000 odd. 

Powered by a 1.6 litre engine which only manages a very 

unimpressive 86kW and 151Nm is somewhat a significant strike 

against the Vitara, and with a 0 to 100km/h >me in excess of 12 

seconds… well, if you cut your hair before seNng off by the >me 

you reached 100 you would need another haircut.  It is desperately 

slow… which admi<edly has quite a lot to do with the cars weight. 

It is a surprisingly solid vehicle and clearly performance was what 

they sacrificed to achieve this. 

Now if you consider that the 1.4 litre Tiguan produces more power, 

more torque, is quicker, and costs only about R 35 000 more the 

Vitara does have some catching up to do. 

The interior layout is nice and true to the segment in which it falls.  

It also has all the required bells and whistles.  The infotainment 

system however, whilst being good is not exactly class leading and 

could be be<er. 

What  it is not however is a serious bush vehicle… I took it off to a 

local off-road trail and found that, whilst it doesn’t bash into every 

rock owing a decent ground clearance its just too ‘soM’ for 4x4 

A DECENT AND AFFORDABLE SUV? 

THE SUZUKI VITARA PUT TO THE TEST 
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work.  So saying I suspect that it was never 

really designed for this sort of thing in the 

first place. 

For traversing dirt roads in rela>ve comfort 

it is more than sufficient and because it has 

a big boot you can fill it up for camping 

weekends and such. 

It is hard to get excited about a car like this 

because in general terms they are all quite 

boring, but they do serve a purpose and 

are quite popular with a certain 

demographic… families with 2.3 kids and a 

dog. 

As a school run car this is perfect… you can 

pack the kids in, with all their clobber and 

away you go… hassle free. 

The handling is fine, and comparable to 

any other car in the same segment… more 

or less. 

The engine though underpowered is 

suitably adequate for the car’s size and 

the gearbox is fine too… nothing to 

write home about but hardly worthy of 

complaint. 

Adjec>ves don’t come easily with 

reviews of these types of cars because 

everything about them is plain and 

generic… you can’t praise it but at the 

same >me you can’t cri>cise it… well, 

not too much. 

Would I buy one?  Undoubtedly and 

unequivocally not a chance in hell.  It is just 

too plain and dull for my liking.  Perhaps in 

a more interes>ng colour this may be a 

more a<rac>ve proposi>on, but in grey… 

with a grey interior this is about as exci>ng 

as watching reruns of late night SABC 

television… when the test pa<ern came on 

aMer the 8-o-clock news... 
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Hamburg, Germany:  Last month I reviewed the Polo 

1.0… and this month the 1.0 TSi… to be honest I drove 

both cars at the same >me and therefore can give you a 

decent cross compara>ve assessment of both models. 

In short this is the be<er car, and for all the right reasons. 

This is the Polo 6, and unlike every other Polo that has come before 

it this car is a much more ‘grown up’ car with few youthful 

pretensions… its airs and graces are more mature and yet at the 

same >me VW has understood that older people were once young 

and some>mes want to be reminded of their youth… and in this 

regard the Polo is perfect. 

This par>cular car in orange is striking looking, and the colour 

works on it, which is a rarity.  But they (VW) have con>nued the 

colour scheme on the inside of the car, such as accents of the same 

orange on the dashboard and doors.  I for one think that this is 

seriously cool. 

In addi>on to all of this VW in some scheme to standardise as many 

cars as possible with one parts bin have taken bits from bigger and 

significantly more expensive cars in their product line-up, like the 

Audi TT and put them into the Polo.  The ‘Ac>ve Info Display’ screen 

replacing conven>onal instruments being one such example, even 

though it is an op>on… it is a good op>on to >ck. 

The car is significantly bigger than the previous model… it is now 

just over 4 metres long… which is quite a bit for a ‘small’ car. 

This of course is a trend with many manufacturers… I do some>mes 

wonder why they feel that with every genera>on size needs to 

increase… its not as if people were ever unhappy with the previous 

Polo’s size. 

The one-litre, three cylinder turbocharged engine produces a class 

leading 86kW, yet at the same >me returns very good and 

impressive fuel consump>on figures. 

If you consider that this car competes with the Ford Fiesta, Nissan 

Micra and Renault Clio, all of which are now dated against it then 

things start to make sense. 

The car is decently refined and everything in it just seems to work 

so very well.  And coming from me that is a huge compliment 

because I am not wild about Volkswagen.  I think they make nice, 

yet massively overrated cars. 

This one however is different… it is understated, and probably 

underrated too… there is an old adage of never underes>ma>ng 

your opponent… 

I suspect that may have been the case with Ford, Nissan and 

Renault.  What you have here effec>vely is a Golf that shrunk a bit 

in the wash. 

And there is also a new 1.5 turbo and the top-of-the-range 2 litre 
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GTi coming in due course, so if this par>cular model doesn’t appeal 

I am pre<y sure something will eventually. 

The test car had a six-speed manual gearbox, which has beau>ful 

gearing to get the most from a rela>vely small engine.  It wasn’t the 

smoothest gearbox in the world, but this is an entry level car aMer 

all.  Within the range there is also a five-speed manual and a seven-

speed dual clutch automa>c. 

Returning briefly to the interior, the level of equipment 

specifica>on is very good, and likely to embarrass rivals.  The 

infotainment system features a 6.5 inch touchscreen, which can be 

upgraded to an 8 inch (as in the photograph).  The system is the 

best that VW has to offer and as a result it good… remember the 

system is the same as found in the more expensive Golf. 

Standard equipment includes (also taken from the Golf 7); Front 

Assist, City Emergency Braking and Pedestrian Monitoring systems, 

tyre pressure monitoring and  hill holding. 

My only real cri>cisms are the narrow field of vision over the top of 

the dashboard, the plas>cs and the sneaky things that VW does...  I 

am not the tallest person in the world, but I am also not the 

shortest... and at 1,65m I found that with the combina>on of the 

windscreen’s serious rake and the top-heavy dash I needed to sit 

forward every now and again especially with things like parking, 

which was quite annoying.  The other might possibly be the very 

hard plas>cs on the centre console between the seats - this 

especially considering that the rest of the dashboard is made from 

lovely stuff… its almost as if they ran out of money just before they 

finished making the car and then just started throwing in cheap 

crap. 

And the last would be the lack of USB port (as standard)… this is an 

old and quite evil VW trick and one I had hoped they would have 

stopped doing by now… but no such luck. 

The Polo 6 is a good li<le car, now much bigger and even the baby 

one-litre engine delivers surprising performance. 

Its not my cup of tea, but it is s>ll a very good proposi>on and even 

a decent buy if you weigh up all the factors. 
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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE 911 

In 1963 Porsche AG launched a 

2+2 seat sports car with an air 

cooled engine in the back and 

called it the 911 (pronounced nine 

eleven) which was to replace their 

first model, the smaller and less powerful 

356.  The design was reminiscent of the 

original drawings Ferdinand Porsche Jnr. 

(the founder’s son) did in 1959.  There 

were a lot of 911 models, too many to 

men>on, so I would rather than list the lot, 

just take a trip down memory lane and 

discover the highlights of this amazing car. 

Model numbering was unprecedented and 

le<ers were also added to iden>fy 

deriva>ves of various model… very 

confusing to say the least… but very 

German too. 

In the days preceding the launch the car 

was actually known as the model 901, 

which was the internal project name given 

to it, but Peugeot objected claiming that 

they had the sole rights to cars sold in 

France with model numbers containing 

three digits of which the middle was a 

zero… so instead of making a differently 

badged model for France Porsche just 

added a one… 

The first 911s had a flat-six engine 

displacing two litres and produced 96kW. 

Interes>ngly the American market, which 

was awash with V8s liked the four cylinder 

engine of the 356, so in 1965 the Porsche 

912 was launched in the US as a 

replacement, and it had a 1.6 litre four 

cylinder motor. 

In 1966 the legendary ‘Fuchs’ five-spoke 

alloy wheels were introduced on the more 

powerful 120kW 911S model… and from 

there things began to snowball.  This was 

also the same >me when the 911 entered 

the motorsport world. 

And then there was the Targa… a 

conver>ble 911 which had stainless steel 

roll bars owing to proposed safety 

regula>ons in the US (one of Porsche’s 

biggest markets).  The name “Targa”, 

which despite sounding sexy actually 

means plate in Italian, BUT was also swiped 

from the Targa Florio road race in Sicily in 

which Porsche claimed many victories, 

including the last ever at the final race 

when it was discon>nued, bea>ng cars 

from Ferrari and Alfa Romeo, which in Italy 

is tantamount to an act of war, and 

something for which the Ferrari and Alfa 

drivers were probably s>le<oed in a dark 

alley.  The Targa was offered with a 

removable roof panel and a plas>c rear 

window, which eventually became glass a 

few years later. 

By the end of the six>es the car began to 

grow… it widened and got longer, which 

was the start of the journey to what we 

know today. 

The engine also grew to 2.2 litres in 1969 

and then to 2.4 litres in 1972 in the ‘E 

series’.  By now the 911 was incredibly 

popular and already enjoying cult status.  It 

was also around this >me that small aero 

tweaks began such as the introduc>on of a 

small rear and front spoiler.  

In 1973 the Carrera 2.7 RS was unveiled.  

Named aMer the Carrera Panamericana 

races of the 1950s in Mexico, the car 

featured a more powerful 150kW 2.7 litre 

engine and more aerodynamic 

improvements, including the ‘ducktail’ 

98 



 

 99 

spoiler, which derived its name from 

resembling the feathery bit at the back end 

of a duck and not the mullet and ta<oo 

spor>ng variety from less savoury suburbs.  

The wheel arches also widened, which 

became a signature 911 quality. 

Of significance was the introduc>on in 

1974 of the Carrera 3.0 RS which had, 

apart from a slightly more powerful 

engine, significant changes to the chassis 

and brakes giving it racing capability, and it 

was a lot lighter… the whole car weighed 

900kg!  This is the less is more principle 

being applied in a clever way. 

Porsche also in the same year entered a 

prototype Carrera RSR Turbo in the 24-

hour Le Mans race and came second… and 

there enters the turbo genera>on. 

During the seven>es there were several 

models, in fact quite a few, and engine and 

styling development made some serious 

advances… engine capaci>es grew, shrank 

and then grew again, as did the signature 

911 flared wheel arches. 

In 1976 the Carrera 3.0 was launched and 

this car, of significance featured not only a 

new three litre engine, which also 

produced 150kW, but more torque than 

the old one, but also new fuel injec>on, 

and the gearbox and crank cases were 

made from aluminium instead of 

magnesium for be<er reliability.  The car 

could accelerate from zero to 100km/h in 

6.1 seconds, zero to 200km/h in 27 

seconds and had a top speed of 236km/h.  

It must be remembered that whilst these 

figures are not that impressive in 2017, but 

41 years ago this was faster than a rat with 

a manic broom wielding housewife aMer it. 

This car was manufactured in both Targa 

and coupe configura>ons. 

The first 911 Turbo model came along in 

1975 and so did the ‘whale-tail’… which 

was appropriately named so because it 

looked like the tail of the same aqua>c 

mammal poking out of the water… and 

was about the same size too.  The ini>al 

engine was a 190kW 3 litre job. 

The 1978 model saw the introduc>on of a 

220kW 3.3 litre turbo engine, and this 

con>nued to 1989.  In the mix somewhere 

in the early eigh>es was also the slant nose 

model, which dispensed with the 

tradi>onal fender mounted headlights for 

pop-up jobbies. 

Also during this period other variants of 

the 3 litre fuel injected car being made 

including the 911 SC (Super Carrera).  

At the Frankfurt Motor Show in 1981 a 

concept 911 conver>ble (cabriolet) 

featuring all-wheel drive was revealed.  

However, and typically of car 

manufacturers evil sense of humour 

rela>ng to concept cars, by the >me it was 

manufactured drive went only to the back 

and the AWD system took a back seat as 

such. 

Three point two… that was the new engine 

of the early eigh>es.  Introduced in 1984 as 

the Carrera 3.2 this car had a 172kW flat-

six which propelled the 911 to 100km/h in 

5.4 seconds and gave it a top speed of 

240km/h.  It was also offered in three body 

deriva>ves… coupe, Targa and cabriolet. 

By 1989 there has been several model and 

subtle cosme>c styling changes, but a new 

model brought about a change in the way 

that cars handle… it was the Carrera “4”… 

the number 4 deno>ng four-wheel drive… 

finally the concept of 8 years prior came 

into being.  A year later a new and 

Like father, like son.  The original 1963 Porsche 911 alongside the new 991 series 

Seemingly worlds apart, but the core DNA is unmistakable 
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futuris>c automa>c gearbox was introduced in the Carrera 2 called 

�ptronic which allowed the driver to manually control gear changes 

if desired.  In that same year a 3.6 litre turbocharged engine found 

its way into the 911. 

By this stage the 911 was one of the top selling sports cars in the 

world, and the engine was s>ll in the back and s>ll air cooled, which 

apart from the Volkswagen Beetle, was the only car using air to 

cool its engine.  The Beetle whilst sort of having a similar shape was 

of course was hardly comparable in respect of performance or 

driving dynamics. 

In 1994 the 993 series was launched, which in essence was the 

beginning of the development towards the 911 as we know it 

today… certainly in respect of styling, and definitely in respect of 

applied technologies.  The car was a lot more aerodynamic and the 

pronounced headlights fla<ened into the fenders to be more 

slippery.  Beneath the drama>cally changed bodywork was new 

mul>link suspension and an improved chassis. 

The engine remained at 3.6 litres but owing to some engineering 

improvements power was increased to 200 odd kilowa<s. 

The 993 was available in coupe and Targa, as well as in four and 

two wheel drive in the Carrera 4 and Carrera 2 (and 2S).  In fact 

from a collectors perspec>ve the 

993 is the most desirable and is 

regarded by “Porscheophiles” as 

the perfect and most beau>ful 911 

ever made, and was produced un>l 

mid-1998. 

Then in 1995 the 993 Turbo was 

launched and became the first 

standard produc>on Porsche to 

feature twin-turbochargers.  This 

resulted in a massive power 

increase from the 3.6 litre engine to 

300kW!  The performance was similarly outrageous with 100km/h 

from a stands>ll a<ained in 3.2 seconds, as well as a huge 

advancement in braking which could bring the car from 100km/h to 

rest in 2.3 seconds.  This was a car for a performance purist.  The 

car also featured permanent four-wheel drive. 

In 1997 a limited produc>on run of 183 cars birthed the 911 Turbo 

S which had a 21 odd kilowa< jump over the conven>onal Turbo 

model.  Exclusivity could not get be<er than this! 

Perhaps as a sign of the >mes, or maybe just in keeping up with the 

>mes in late 1998 a new 911 was unveiled dubbed the 996 sported 

a water cooled engine, thus ending an era and 34 years of air 

cooled 911s.  Radical body styling changes were also made and 

some of the 996’s design came from the then rela>vely new entry 

level Boxster.  The designer, Pinky Lai won design awards for years 

to come. 

The occasion was brightened with the introduc>on of Carrera 4 and 

4S models, and there was of course a Turbo as well as a GT 2 and 

GT 3, track biased versions.  There was also a conver>ble.  The 

Turbo however, which was launched in 2000, received a li<le more 

“individual” a<en>on than other 

models in that it has components, 

mostly cosme>c, which were 

unique to it. 

Aerodynamics were enhanced and 

the 996 featured an electrically 

deployable rear spoiler which raised 

either once the car passed a certain 

speed for added stability, or when 

the driver pressed a bu<on to 

impress his mates.  The cosme>c 

changes for the 996 from first to 

last model were abundant! 

Then in 2005 the 997 series was launched which again, in typical 

Porsche style made massive jumps in respect of technology, 

performance and driving dynamics over the outgoing 996, which 

included (in 2009) the introduc>on of direct fuel injec>on and the 

dual clutch PDK automa>c gearbox.  The design however didn’t 

change too much.  Clearly Porsche were onto something… 

The 997 also birthed the GT 3 and GT 3 RS models which were track 

friendly and insanely quick… that was un>l the twin-turbo 997 GT 2 

and GT 2 RS came along which was even quicker. 

The 997 went out of produc>on mid-2012 and was replaced with 

the 991, which is a li<le odd because depending on which month 

you bought your car, you could have both a 997 and 991 year 

model. 

The 991 is the current model, s>ll in produc>on, which introduced a 

completely new (the third since the original 911) plaYorm, which 

includes the majority of it being made from aluminium.  What this 

means is that although the 991 is bigger than the 997 it replaced, it 

is 50kg lighter. 

The jump in technological advancement in the 991 is enormous; 

new engines, gearboxes, interiors, ac>ve suspension, exhausts, rear 



 

 101 

wheel steering, trac>on management 

systems, torque vectoring, hydraulic 

engine mounts, dynamic chassis control 

(PDCC) and so the list goes on were 

introduced.  The car was basically 

completely different in every material 

respect from the one it replaced, yet 

retained the iconic design which is 

instantly recognisable. 

The Carrera models were given all-wheel 

drive in 2013, which unlike those that 

came before this system only transferred 

power to the front wheels when needed, 

thus giving the feel of a rear wheel drive 

car which the handling dynamics of AWD. 

The Turbo and Turbo S models similarly 

received blessings in the form of a power 

increase which catapulted them, 

respec>vely to 100km/k in 3.2 and 2.9 

seconds.  The all-new rear wheel steering 

benefited the car at low speeds by virtually 

shortening the wheelbase for added agility, 

yet at high speed it did the reverse crea>ng 

a virtual sense of a longer wheelbase 

vehicle for added stability. 

New Targa 4 and 4S models were added in 

2014 and they came with brand new roof 

technology. 

Then in late 2015 second genera>on 991 

Carrera models were revealed at the 

Frankfurt Motor Show which in a complete 

departure from tradi>on featured 3 litre 6 

cylinder turbocharged engines, making 

them the first in history to feature forced 

induc>on in the base level car. 

And that is where we are today. 

So what you have is a sports car, 

which despite all the technological 

and design improvements over the 

years, which number 54 at present, 

has managed to retain its original 

‘vision’, which no ma<er how you 

look at is an incredible achievement.  

Many cri>cs slate the 911 design as 

being unimagina>ve and perhaps 

even counter-evolu>onary, but 

nobody says that about the stalk type air 

vent switches in a Bentley which have not 

changed… ever.  They say it’s in keeping 

with tradi>on, so perhaps we should give 

this German the same benefit of the 

doubt. 

I am of the considered view the 911 not 

only is a superb, award winning sports car, 

but in a compara>ve sense is actually really 

good value for money too.  Anything 

comparable costs more, and in some cases 

a hell of a lot more.  The top-of-the-range 

Turbo S can run neck to neck with a Ferrari 

488 GTB, yet costs more than a million 

Rand less… which is impossible to 

overlook. 

And on that number, Porsche have very 

recently just built the one millionth 911. 

In conclusion when viewed objec>vely the 

history of the Porsche 911 reads like the 

history of any other great thing… it began, 

it grew, it matured and it now rules the 

roost.  The current line-up is impressive 

despite any personal quibbles rela>ng to 

the car. 

The best way to put to this to rest is not 

with a closing statement but rather with a 

ques>on... 

If you woke up in the morning and parked 

in your driveway with your name on the 

number plates, as a giM from your fairy 

godmother was a brand new 911 in your 

favourite colour, fuelled up and ready to 

go, what would you do? 

Pre<y obvious now isn't it! 

Images courtesy of Porsche AG 

Special thanks to Mr Christo Kruger from Porsche Centre Johannesburg 

for his valued assistance and support 
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Folkstone, England:  When my editor informed me that a 

very dear and mutual friend’s two small boys, aged 5 and 

6 respec>vely were crazy about the Ford Mustang it 

became a ma<er of life and death that I found one and 

reviewed it just for them. 

But as it appears there is a lot more to the story than just giving 

two very special li<le guys something cool to look at… you see they, 

being brothers, even at their ages disagree on virtually everything 

including what cars are nice… the older one likes Lamborghini and 

the younger Ferrari, for example.  Yet by some coincidence they 

both love the Mustang, and that is because the Mustang appeals to 

the inner five-year old is us all.  And that is something quite special. 

You see there are many, lets call them, ‘budget sports cars’ on the 

market; the Audi TT, the Abarth 128 Spider and so on, and all of 

them would be a far more sensible choice than the Ford, in fact 

anything else is a more sensible choice, but some>mes sensible is 

stupid, and that is the point that I am geNng to. 

The Ford Mustang historically has always been an icon of 

something more than just a loud muscle car… it has always been 

something very cool that every child loves.  And the current model 

is no different at all. 

The test car… bright yellow with a black interior… hardly subtle or 

even civilised, but perfect for this story. 

This being the current incarna>on of the classic Mustang, and 

spor>ng the 5 litre V8 which produces 306kW, 530Nm and will get 

the car to 100km/h from a stands>ll in 4.8 seconds, which isn’t that 

bad.  It has a six-speed manual gearbox and the price is R 852 900.  

There is also an automa>c for about R 20 000 more. 

For reasons that defy logic there is also a 2.3 litre turbocharged 

“Ecoboost” engine, but as this is a muscle car and the stuff of five-

year olds dreams, we shall not even consider that silliness any 

further.  The 5.0 is the only Mustang that you ever should 

consider… and so say all of us! 

So boys, who we shall call T & M, what’s it like, I hear you asking in 

unison? 

It is bright yellow, loud, crazy and so much fun.  The car 

unfortunately has trac>on control; but fortunately you can turn it 

off. 

Making the bum wiggle about at every corner is exactly what this 

thing is all about… and drag racing. 
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Admi<edly in this era of low cubic capacity 

turbocharging 4.8 seconds isn't the fastest 

>me around, but its also not the slowest, 

and this car in its most potent sports pack 

configura>on (which this is) is a wonderful 

and incredibly fun thing to drive. 

Out on the open road the Mustang is 

equally fun, yet surprisingly comfortable.  

It is a big two-door car with loads of room 

in the front and not a too disgus>ng 

amount of room in back… so saying in all 

cars of this nature there is a certain 

amount of compromise when it comes to 

back seat occupants, unless of course they 

are two small boys... 

You see when a five and six-year old see a 

Mustang they don’t just see a car… oh no, 

they see something that appeals to them 

in ways which we the grown-up variety can 

never understand, yet they get the point 

without any technical or even driving 

knowhow. 

I reckon that this to them is the body that 

goes around that toy steering wheel thing 

you see in prams, usually being violently 

and repeatedly turned leM and right in 

quick succession whilst a bunch of bu<ons 

are bashed and levers jerked 

simultaneously… think about it for a 

second… that toy thing makes a very 

similar ‘engine’ noise. 

This is quite possibly the silliest car anyone 

could ever buy because it just possesses 

nothing which a sensible car buyer would 

be looking for, BUT at the same >me it is 

such a fun car to drive, and yes, people will 

think you are stupid for having one, but 

then again so is spending your life in a 

boring grey with black leather execu>ve 

car which nobody looks at twice. 

I love this car, and although I would 

probably never buy one I can’t really fault 

it.  It’s a bit like comparing the top three 

German luxury car brands… you may not 

like two of them but at the same there isn't 

really anything wrong with them either. 

This is the car for your inner child, and that 

is all that ma<ers. 

T & M… your Uncle Oliver hopes you liked 

the ar>cle and that you enjoy all the 

pictures… because they’re here just for you 

guys! 

Reasonable sized back seats… just insert two small boys… 
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… anything else is a more sensible choice, but some�mes sensible is stupid... 
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Most people I know would chop 

off their leM something to own a 

Ferrari F40 or an Enzo, or a 

Jaguar XJ220, or even a 

BugaN Veyron, yet in Dubai 

owners of these ultra-rare and 

incredibly expensive exo>cs are 

abandoning them like they would an 

old pair of worn out shoes… the only 

ques>on is what would possess them 

to do something so incredibly 

stupid? 

Dubai is a strange place… a weird 

mixture of Arab conserva>sm and 

free-thinking Western world 

pursuits.  And they are not short of cash… 

the police drive Lamborghini Aventadors, 

Ferrari FFs and they even have the rare 

and insanely expensive Aston Mar>n 

One:77 in their fleet… and a Veyron or 

two. 

This however s>ll doesn’t explain how the 

rich can wantonly discard cars which 

otherwise would belong in museums… yet, 

in huge police impound parking lots are 

thousands of cars, and a significant 

percentage of them are exo>cs.  There are 

also scores of large SUVs and luxury cars 

too, but those are replaceable, even 

upgradable…   

What would you say if I told you that 

si>ng in such a parking lot covered in 

many layers of dust was at least one 

Ferrari F40 (see below 

bo<om right)… yes, an 

F40… one of the rarer 

modern Ferraris and 

worth millions to any 

collector. 

If the Italians found out 

that an F40 owner was 

mistrea>ng his car like 

this they would probably 

despatch someone with a “special set of 

skills” to convince that person to buy some 

polish and apply it very quickly… call 

it an offer they can’t refuse.  And 

righYully so.  I can remember  the 

story how the happily departed Lord 

of Filth a.k.a. Lolly Jackson has an F40 

which was in such a state of disrepair 

that the person who bought it for a 

couple million Rand had to spend the 

same amount to restore the car… yet 

in the Dubai desert there rots one.  

It’s a crime!! 

So is having debt in the UAE 

apparently.  According to Sharia Law 

debtors enjoy no form of debt protec>on 

and can in fact be imprisoned because not 

paying debt is a criminal offense… and this 

is where things get interes>ng and sad. 

Foreigners, and oddly enough Britons, go 

to places like Dubai and Abu Dhabi seeking 

fortune, and many of them find it, but 

some of them in the pursuit incur debt by 

buying exo>c cars just so that they can fit 
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All that gli<ers is not gold… unless you clean off the dust 

The bizarre phenomenon of Dubai’s abandoned supercars examined 
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in and be taken seriously by the billionaire 

Arabs with whom they intend to do 

business. 

But when things go wrong, they face jail 

>me, or worse because Sharia Law is quite 

possibly the most archaic and barbaric 

legal system s>ll in existence.  Woman 

have virtually no say whatsoever and hand 

choppings are s>ll prac>ced in some 

regions for ‘pe<y crimes’ like theM of small 

things.  They s>ll stone adulterous women 

to death, yet adulterous men seem to 

escape the fate… makes you wonder. 

So being locked in jail in such a nasty place 

for something as menial as falling on hard 

>mes is not a very a<rac>ve prospect so 

these ex-pats head to the airport in their 

beau>ful exo>c cars (like the dust covered 

sun baked Ferrari Enzo - pictured right top) 

and hop on the first plane back to the 

civilised world, but leaving their beauty 

behind to rot in the damn desert.  That is a 

bigger crime than owing a bit of money in a 

country where every second person is a 

billionaire… I mean its not as if they will go 

belly up if someone misses a few car 

payments! 

Then what the Dubai police do aMer the 

car has been parked for a couple months is 

they go around to the airport parking lots 

and round up all the abandoned ones and 

take them to their own impound where 

they can wait forever, years even, before 

being sold on auc>on for a frac>on of their 

value. 

Except the money never finds its way to 

the original creditor… oh no the police 

keep it and use it to buy themselves more 

police Lamborghinis… which is a bit wrong 

if you consider the en>re sequence of 

events that led up to the auc>on in the 

first place. 

Does anyone know what the blue car is in 

the photograph below the Enzo? 

That is a Jaguar XJ220… the rarest and 

most expensive car Jaguar ever made, and 

also one of the fastest, yet there it stands 

covered in dirt and dust wai>ng to be sold 

to some oil tycoon for a couple hundred 

grand… maybe. 

Then the three photos on the leM side of 

this page (from top to 

bo<om) is a Masera> 

GranTurismo, a rare 

and very  expensive 

Mercedes Benz SL 600 

and an even rarer and  

much more expensive 

Mercedes Benz SL 300 

Gullwing… 

And you guessed right, 

all of them are roNng 

in Dubai. 

But the list of exo>cs would not be 

complete without the BugaN Veyron, and 

yip, there it is (right), dusty, dirty and 

missing a couple bits off the back. 

So what is the answer to all of this? 

Well clearly the Americans aren't going to 

a<ack the UAE any>me soon and ‘liberate’ 

the locals from oppression… maybe 

because they already have enough of a 

stake in the oil companies? 

So here is an idea, why don’t the funds 

raised in the sale of these cars be put to 

be<er use, like stopping human trafficking 

in Arab countries?  Or paying mercenaries 

to go and rescue kidnapped vic>ms of 

Boko Haram and Al Quada?  Or just to feed 

orphans? 

That at least would be turning tragedy into 

something posi>ve. 
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Last month we began looking for 

the best selling car of all >me, 

and pre<y much concluded that 

it was the Volkswagen Beetle by 

quite a margin… however by the 

end of the ar>cle a new element 

had crept in being the ‘coolness’ factor of 

the car, which the Beetle lacked over 

others. 

So as a result this month we are going to 

look at some other contenders who 

possess coolness over sale numbers. 

Star>ng with the Morris Mini… which also 

sold a staggering amount of units… a total 

of 5 500 000 were in fact sold between 

1959 and 2000. 

Voted as one of the most influen>al cars of 

all >me, along with the Beetle and Model T 

Ford, the Mini was an instant hit and has 

become an icon. 

The Mini, as it was eventually known, also 

was produced and sold under fourteen 

different badges… 

It also during its life>me saw seven 

different engines and three gearboxes. 

It was driven in the 1969 movie The Italian 

Job, and was the preferred mode of 

transporta>on for Mr Bean. 

Its design was also clever and maximised 

on space; such as the boot being hinged at 

the bo<om so that it could be driven when 

open. 

In the 1960s it became an icon, and to date 

is the most customisable car of all >me... in 

fact there was a >me when no two Minis 

were the same.  This incidentally is a 

tradi>on that BMW have maintained with 

the new, post-2000, Mini.  

It was also made in a huge variety of 

bodies including a two door coupe, a panel 

van, an estate, a two door sedan, a open 

4x4 looking thing called the Mini Moke, a 

long wheelbase version and even a bakkie 

(pick-up). 

And if this wasn’t enough BMC operated a 

Compe>>on Department at Abingdon, 

Oxfordshire, under the control of Stuart 

Turner, which built specially prepared 

Minis (mostly based on Cooper and Cooper 

S versions) to compete in interna>onal 

rallies and other motorsport. 

The list of accolades is very long, but 

needless to say the Mini claimed many 

victories in circuit and rally racing for many 

years. 

Then from Bavaria an unusual product 

called the BMW 600… yes that’s right the 

odd li<le yellow thing in the photograph is 

the ul�mate driving machine.  

And the photograph is showing the front of 

the car… 

Built only, and mercifully so, between 1957 

and 1957 an astonishing 34 813 of them 

were sold, which in terms of total numbers 

is not that high, but in rela>ve terms had it 

been produced for as long as the Mini 

almost a million would have been made (if  

the same sales average is used). 

The car’s unique feature was that the front 

end of the car was one giant door which 

could be used by front passengers… there 

was a one at the back (on the right) for 

rear passengers. 

The engine, a 600cc. 2 cylinder, 14.5kW 

thing was mounted in the rear. 

It was also revolu>onary and was the first 

BMW to use its “semi-trailing arm 

suspension” - which was used in every 

BMW thereaMer un>l the 1990s. 

So whilst being pig-ugly and desperately 

ridiculous this >ny BMW was actually more 

influen>al for the brand than the M3. 

And that on its own makes this li<le piggy 

quite cool and decidedly collec>ble. 

Also on the cuNng edge from France is the 

Renault 4 (above) which was the first 

front wheel drive car Renault ever 

produced. 

Manufactured from 1961 to 1991 it is also 

regarded as the first mass produced 

hatchback car. 

The car was manufactured in 16 different 

countries and in varying forms including 

the standard hatch, an estate, a 

conver>ble, a van, and even a four-wheel 

drive rally version which ran in the Paris-

Dakar in 1979 and 1980.  It didn't win but 

came fiMh and third respec>vely. 

There were also LPG (gas powered) and 

electric versions, which was somewhat sci-

fi for the >me. 

Owing to the diverse nature of its 

produc>on actual produc>on numbers are 

hard to find, but according to Renault, 

“several million” were made and sold. 

The car also featured independent 

suspension, which was very new and quite 

revolu>onary. 

So… to date we have discussed the VW 

Beetle, the Fiat 500, the Citroen 2CV, the 

Mini, the BMW 600 and the Renault 4. 

But are we any closer to an answer 

I think not because all of those cars are 

European, and we have therefore 

neglected the Americans and Asians… 

which of course we can never do, so in 

next month’s edi>on I will delve a li<le 

deeper in a bumper and final instalment of 

this ar>cle and one way or another, come 

hell or high water we will find and iden>fy 

the best selling car of all >me. 

You don’t get quality journalism like this 

everywhere else. 

WHO MADE THE BEST SELLING 

CAR OF ALL TIME? PART TWO 
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The Dark Art of DrivingThe Dark Art of DrivingThe Dark Art of DrivingThe Dark Art of Driving    
with The Savagewith The Savagewith The Savagewith The Savage    

Darkness falls across the land, the 

midnight hour is close at hand, and 

creatures crawl in search of blood 

to terrorise your neighbourhood… 

these are lyrics from the mid-80s 

hit… Michael Jackson’s Thriller… something 

from my childhood. 

But there is something calming about the 

night, and even more so when driving at 

night. 

People generally fear the night for reasons 

that escape me… they are also generally 

fearful of night driving. 

A few years ago I raced endurance… which 

was a 24 hour long race at Silverstone in 

the UK… you change drivers, and at some 

point you race at night.  There are no 

street lights and all the dangers of the 

night come and look for you, so here are 

some lessons to keep you alive longer 

when darkness falls... 

Headlights… that is the trick… make sure 

not only that they work and have been 

properly calibrated, but that you have also 

put in the best light bulbs you can find.  

You need them to see so don’t be s>ngy! 

Something I like to do is visit ‘Bob’ (the 

secret test road) at night and drive it as 

fast as possible… and when doing this you 

actually can’t use your brights because you 

need to see in front of you and not 

hundreds of meters ahead… unless you 

have two sets of lights… 

Why do you think BMW have them in 

pairs?  Tradi>on?  Try again… 

And don’t be a typical BMW driver and 

drive at oncoming traffic with your brights 

on… if you blind them they can crash into 

you… and then you go to hospital. 

The trick though if one of these 

inconsiderate swines approaches you is to 

glance to the side and not try and see 

through his light.  Do not turn on your 

brights in defiance to ‘show him’… then 

neither of you can see! 

Then there is always the very wise op>on 

of headlight replacement… you will be 

surprised as to how much be<er things can 

be with a proper set of lights fi<ed. 

Also turn them on before the sun actually 

sets… you are not launching an a<ack on 

the enemy so if the seNng sun is behind 

you and in the eyes of oncoming traffic, 

seeing you does make things a bit safer. 

Right now that you can see what’s in front 

of you the next thing to worry about is 

speed. 

In short… you aren’t me so slow down.  

You should only drive as fast as far as you 

can see… if that makes sense… 

Visibility is reduced and so should your 

speed… I am not sugges>ng crawling along 

The Joy of Driving at Night... 
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at 30km/h, but just be sensible about things. 

During the day you can see far ahead… and as a result can easily 

see oncoming trouble… but in the dark you need to an>cipate it… 

predict it almost… and be able to react to it when it suddenly 

appears in front of you looking very nervous on its wobbly bicycle… 

With darkness also comes stupidity. 

More people drive drunk and >red at night than during the day, so 

you have to be aware of these idiots, knowing that they could come 

flying across every intersec>on you cross with blatant disregard for 

the colour of the traffic light… or direc>on of traffic. 

In order to eliminate yourself becoming one of the aforemen>oned 

idiots… take regular breaks. 

Mercedes Benz developed a system which monitors the driver and 

tells him when to stop… maybe that’s because Mercedes Benz 

drivers don’t know how to tell when they are >red?  However when 

you feel yourself geNng sleepy… that’s when its >me to stop, get 

out and walk around the car a few >mes… 

And if you know you are too >red then find a petrol sta>on and pull 

in to the parking and sleep for half an hour… or more if needed. 

We live in Africa… there are fluffy things that pounce into the roads 

unannounced… and even some not so fluffy things, like rocks that 

those bastard hijackers put in the road.  So be alert and watch out 

for such evil. 

A rabbit won’t do that much damage to your car, but chances are 

you will get a fright and swerve to miss the rabbit and hit 

something bigger, like an oncoming car driving in front of the sun 

with its lights off… 

Here is a trick for spoNng animals… their eyes reflect light… so if 

you see two shiny things a few inches or whatever off the ground, 

don’t sit there asking yourself what it is… 

Speaking of eyes… 

Move yours about… don’t sit staring out at the same spot on the 

road, lest you become “spaced out”. 

Scan the road… look around… look for other eyes, rocks, cars and 

whatever else you need to look for. 

Watching the centre line will actually hypno>se you… and then you 

will have an accident. 

Eyewear… another thing that makes people smile when suggested, 

yet makes all the difference in the world.  Yellow driving glasses 

work very well at night, provided they have an an>-reflec>ve 

coa>ng.  They reduce glare and make things sharper and more easy 

to iden>fy… things like things in the road that you need to avoid.  

People may laugh but then that’s their problem… 

And as stupid as it sounds follow all the same precau>ons that you 

would observe during the day too. 

Clean your windscreen… it’s a simple thing but a squished and then 

smeared bug across your windscreen will be a massive issue when 

it lights up from an approaching cars lights and you can’t see past it. 

I always put a mixture of 50/50 windowlene and water in my car’s 

washer bo<le… it will strip and instantly remove any nas>ness… 

and the smell is nice too… if ammonia is your thing. 

If you have a passenger talk to them… and if you don’t then you can 

always talk to yourself.  Listen to music, but not that dreamy 

nonsense that puts people to sleep. 

The night is alive with things to see and hear… so keep your eyes 

and ears open… and you never know you may look in your mirror 

and see me behind you… 

 

 Please mail your comments about this arBcle to 

the_savage@nakedmotoring.co.za 
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MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

500 595 1.4T 107 206  299 950 

500 595 AT 1.4t 107 206  324 950 

500C 595 1.4T 107 206  339 950 

500C 595 AT 1.4T 107 206  364 950 

500 595 Turismo 1.4T 121 230  369 950 

500 595 Turismo AT 1.4T 121 230  394 950 

500 595 Comte>zione 1.4T 132 250  443 450 

595 Comte>zione AT 1.4T 132 250  468 450 

124 Spider Turismo  125 250  649 900 

Alfa Romeo      

Giulie<a 1.4TB 1.4T 88 215  319 900 

Giulie<a Super 1.4T 88 215  362 900 

Giulie<a Super AT 1.4T 125 250  412 900 

Giulie<a 1750TBi 1.8T 170 340  479 900 

4C Coupe  177 350  1 162 900 

4C Spider  177 350  1 340 900 

Giulia 2.0T 2.0T 147 330  555 000 

Giulia 2.0T Super 2.0T 147 330  625 000 

Giulia QV  375 600  1 400 000 

Aston Mar>n      

Vantage S V8 321 490  POA 

Vantage S AT V8 321 490  POA 

Vantage S Roadster V8 321 490  POA 

Vantage S Roadster AT V8 321 490  POA 

Vantage S V12 421 620  POA 

Vantage S Roadster V12 421 690  POA 

Rapide S V12 410 620  POA 

DB11 Coupe V12 447 700  POA 

Vanquish Coupe V12 424 630  POA 

Vanquish Volante V12 424 630  POA 

Abarth      

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

Vantage S Roadster V8 321 490  POA 

Vantage S Roadster AT V8 321 490  POA 

Vantage S V12 421 620  POA 

Vantage S Roadster V12 421 690  POA 

Rapide S V12 410 620  POA 

DB11 Coupe V12 447 700  POA 

Vanquish Coupe V12 424 630  POA 

Vanquish Volante V12 424 630  POA 

Vanquish S Coupe V12 433 630  POA 

Vanquish S Volante V12 433 630  POA 

Audi      

Audi A1 / S1      

A1 3-door 1.0TFSi  S 1.0T 70 160  286 000 

A1 1.0TFSi S Auto 1.0T 70 160  303 500 

A1 1.0TFSi SE 1.0T 70 160  310 500 

A1 1.0TFSi SE Auto 1.0T 70 160  319 000 

A1 1.4TFSi SE 1.4T 92 200  327 500 

A1 1.4TFSi SE Auto 1.4T 92 200  345 000 

A1 1.8TFSi Sport 1.8T 141 250  419 500 

A1 Sportback 1.0TFSi   1.0T 70 160  293 500 

A1 1.0TFSi S Auto 1.0T 70 160  311 000 

A1 1.0TFSi SE 1.0T 70 160  309 000 

A1 1.0TFSi SE Auto 1.0T 70 160  326 500 

A1 1.4TFSi SE 1.4T 92 200  335 000 

A1 1.8TFSi Sport 1.8T 141 250  427 000 

S1 3-door Qua<ro  170 370  499 000 

S1 Sportback Qua<ro  170 370  506 500 

Audi Q2      

Q2 1.0TFSI AT 1.0T 85 200 10.5 453 000 

Q2 1.4TFSi Sport 1.4T 110 250 8.5 511 000 

Q2 1.4TFSi Sport AT 1.4T 110 250 8.5 529 500 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

Q2 2.0TDi  Sport 2.0D 105 340 8.1 565 000 

Audi A3 / S3 / RS3      

3-door 1.4TFSi  1.4T 110 250 8.1 412 000 

3-door 1.4TFSi Auto 1.4T 110 250 8.1 430 500 

3-door 2.0TFSi 2.0T 140 320 6.8 429 500 

3-door 2.0TFSi Auto 2.0T 140 320 6.7 448 000 

3-door 2.0TDi 2.0D 105 340 8.2 481 000 

Sportback 1.4TFSi 1.4T 110 250 8.2 419 000 

Sportback 1.4TFSi Auto 1.4T 110 250 8.2 438 000 

Sportback 2.0TFSi 2.0T 140 320 6.9 437 000 

Sportback 2.0TFSi 2.0T 140 320 6.8 455 500 

Sportback 2.0TDi 2.0D 105 340 8.3 489 000 

Sedan 1.4TFSi 1.4T 110 250 8.2 429 500 

Sedan 1.4TFSi Auto 1.4T 110 250 8.2 448 000 

Sedan 2.0TFSi 2.0T 140 320 6.9 447 000 

Sedan 2.0TFSi Auto 2.0T 140 320 6.8 465 500 

Sedan 2.0TDi 2.0D 105 340 8.3 499 000 

Cabriolet 2.0TFSi 2.0T 140 320 7.2 566 500 

S3 3-door Qua<ro  228 400 4.6 638 500 

S3 Sportback Qua<ro  228 400 4.6 646 000 

S3 Sedan Qua<ro  228 400 4.6 656 000 

S3 Cabriolet Qua<ro  228 400 5.1 758 000 

RS 3 Sedan Qua<ro 2.5T 294 480 4.1 925 500 

Audi Q3 / RS Q3      

1.4TFSi  S 1.4T 110 250 9.2 476 000 

2.0TDi  S 2.0D 110 340 9.3 523 000 

2.0TFSi  Qua<ro 2.0T 132 320 7.6 576 000 

2.0TDi  Qua<ro 2.0D 135 380 7.9 597 000 

RS Q3 Qua<ro 2.5T 250 450 4.8 882 500 

Audi A4      

1.4TFSi 1.4T 110 250 8.7 476 500 

NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

1.4TFSi  Auto 1.4T 110 250 8.5 494 500 

Audi A4 2.0TFSi 2.0T 140 320 7.3 536 500 

2.0TDi 2.0D 140 400 7.7 559 000 

2.0TFSi  Qua<ro 2.0T 185 370 5.8 666 000 

Audi TT      

Coupe 1.8TFSi 1.8T 132 250 7.0 563 000 

Coupe 2.0TFSi 2.0T 169 370 6.0 601 000 

Coupe 2.0TFSi  Qua<ro 2.0T 169 370 5.3 691 000 

TTS Coupe 2.0T Qua<ro 2.0T 228 380 4.6 750 500 

Audi A5 / S5 Sportback      

2.0TFSi 2.0T 140 320 7.5 589 000 

2.0TDi 2.0D 140 400 7.9 619 000 

2.0TDi  Qua<ro 2.0D 140 400 7.4 652 000 

2.0TFSi  Qua<ro 2.0T 185 370 6.0 723 500 

S5 Sportback Qua<ro  250 500 4.7 928 000 

Audi A5 / S5 Coupe      

2.0TFSi 2.0T 140 320 7.3 589 000 

2.0TDi 2.0D 140 400 7.7 619 000 

2.0TDi  Qua<ro 2.0D 140 400 7.4 652 000 

2.0TFSi  Qua<ro 2.0T 185 370 6.0 723 500 

S5 Coupe Qua<ro  250 500 4.7 928 000 

Audi Q5 / SQ5      

2.0TDi  Qua<ro 2.0D 140 400 7.9 698 000 

2.0TFSi  Qua<ro 2.0T 185 370 6.3 747 500 

SQ5 Qua<ro  250 500 5.4 1 028 000 

Audi A6 / S6 / RS 6      

1.8TFSi  SE 1.8T 140 320 7.9 662 000 

2.0TDi  SE 2.0D 140 400 8.2 695 500 

3.0TDi  SE 3.0D 160 400 7.1 733 500 

2.0TFSi  Qua<ro 2.0T 185 370 6.7 822 000 

S6 Qua<ro  331 550 4.4 1 161 500 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

RS6 Avant Qua<ro 4.0T 412 700 3.9 1 554 500 

Audi Q7      

2.0TFSi  Qua<ro 2.0T 185 370 6.9 970 000 

3.0TDi  Qua<ro 3.0D 183 600 6.9 1 027 000 

Audi A7 / S7 / RS7      

3.0TDi  Qua<ro 3.0D 200 580 5.7 1 039 500 

3.0TDi  BiT Qua<ro 3.0D 235 650 5.2 1 145 500 

S7 Sportback Qua<ro  331 550 4.6 1 295 000 

RS7 Sportback 4.0T 412 700 3.9 1 757 000 

Audi A8 / S8      

3.0TDi  Qua<ro 3.0D 190 580 5.9 1 369 000 

4.2TDi  Qua<ro 4.2D 283 850 4.7 1 753 500 

S8 Qua<ro 4.0T 382 650 4.1 1 788 000 

A8L       

3.0TDi  Qua<ro 3.0D 190 580 6.1 1 563 000 

4.2TDi  Qua<ro 4.2D 283 850 4.9 1 950 500 

6.3 W12 Qua<ro 6.3 368 625 4.6 2 376 000 

Audi R8      

5.2 V10 Qua<ro 5.2 397 540 3.5 2 735 500 

5.2 V10 Qua<ro Spyder 5.2 397 540 3.6 2 905 500 

5.2 V10 Plus Qua<ro 5.2 449 560 3.2 3  890 000 

Bentley      

Con>nental      

GT V8 4.0T 373 660 4.8 3 562 000 

GTC V8 4.0T 373 660 5.0 3 764 000 

GT V8S 4.0T 389 680 4.5 3 791 000 

GTC V8S 4.0T 389 680 4.7 4 168 000 

GT W12 6.0T 434 720 4.5 3 909 000 

GTC W12 6.0T 434 720 4.7 4 165 000 

GT Speed W12 6.0T 467 820 4.2 4 163 000 

GTC Speed W12 6.0T 467 820 4.4 4 577 000 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

Supersports 6.0T 522 1017 4 450 000 

Supersports Conver>ble  6.0T 522 1017 4 850 000 

Flying Spur     

V8 4.0T 373 660 3 622 000 

V8S 4.0T 388 680 3 861 000 

W12 6.0T 460 800 4 009 000 

Bentayga     

W12 6.0T 447 900 3 987 000 

Mulsanne     

Mulsanne V8T 377 1020 6 152 000 

Mulsanne Speed V8T 395 1100 6 739 000 

Mulsanne EWB V8T 337 1020 7 384 000 

BMW     

1-Series     

118i  100 220 417 942 

118i  Auto  100 220 438 400 

120i  135 290 438 400 

120i  Auto  135 290 463 784 

120d 2.0D 140 400 484 800 

120id Auto 2.0D 140 400 505 600 

125i  Auto  185 310 525 140 

M140i 3.0T 250 500 540 725 

M140i  Auto 3.0T 250 500 562  102 

2-Series Ac>ve Tourer     

218i  Ac>ve Tourer  100 220 450 614 

218i  Ac>ve Tourer Auto  100 220 471 528 

220i  Ac>ve Tourer  141 280 478 380 

220i  Ac>ve Tourer Auto  141 280 498 382 

220d Ac>ve Tourer 2.0D 140 400 507 400 

220d Ac>ve Tourer Auto 2.0D 140 400 528 200 

225i  Ac>ve Tourer Auto  170 350 530 452 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

220i  Coupe  135 290 7.1 486 554 

220i  Coupe Auto  135 290 7.2 506 784 

220d Coupe 2.0D 140 400 7.1 522 100 

220d Coupe Auto 2.0D 140 400 7.0 542 900 

230i  Coupe 3.0T 185 350 5.8 531 508 

230i  Coupe Auto 2.0T 185 350 5.6 550 940 

220i  Conver>ble  135 290 7.5 573 066 

220i  Conver>ble Auto  135 290 7.7 592 954 

230i  Conver>ble 3.0T 185 350 6.1 617 506 

230i  Conver>ble Auto 3.0T 185 350 5.9 636 893 

M240i  Coupe 3.0T 250  500 4.8 660 026 

M240i  Coupe Auto 3.0T 250 500 4.6 681 402 

M240I Conver>ble 3.0T 250 450 4.9 754 866 

M240i  Conver>ble Auto 3.0T 250 450 4.7 775 786 

M2 Coupe  272 465 4.5 898 206 

M2 Coupe Auto  272 465 4.3 952 610 

X1      

sDrive 18i  100 220 9.7 498 342 

sDrive 18i  Auto  100 220 9.7 519 484 

sDrive 20i  Auto  141 280 7.7 562 852 

sDrive 20d 2.0D 140 400 7.9 546 700 

sDrive 20d Auto  140 400 7.8 567 500 

xDrive 20i Auto  141 280 7.4 615 592 

xDrive 20d Auto 2.0D 140 400 7.6 633 540 

xDrive 25i Auto  170 350 6.5 684 934 

3-Series / M3      

318i  100 220 8.9 488 600 

318i  Auto  100 220 9.1 509 400 

320i  135 290 7.2 527 612 

320i  Auto  135 270 7.3 547 956 

BMW 2-Series / M2      

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

BMW 320d 2.0D 140 400 7.3 559 500 

320d Auto 2.0D 140 400 7.2 580 300 

330i 3.0T 185 350 5.9 611 222 

330i  Auto 3.0T 185 350 5.8 630 426 

330d Auto 3.0D 190 560 5.6 700 126 

330e eDrive  185 420 6.1 767 400 

340i 3.0T 240 450 5.1 770 448 

M3  317 550 4.1 1 199 636 

M3 Compe>>on  331 550 4.0 1 335 536 

3-Series Gran Turismo      

320i  GT  135 270 7.9 581 466 

320i  GT Auto  135 270 7.9 601 468 

320d GT 2.0D 135 380 8.0 613 800 

320d GT Auto 2,0D 135 380 7.9 634 600 

340i  GT 3.0T 240 450 5.1 816 746 

i3      

eDrive  125 250 7.3 606 800 

eDrive REx  125 250 8.1 683 600 

X3      

xDrive 20i  135 270 8.4 628 843 

xDrive 20i Auto  135 270 8.2 648 274 

xDrive 20d 2.0D 140 400 8.1 660 826 

xDrive 28i 2.0T 180 400 6.5 737 888 

xDrive 35i 3.0T 225 400 5.6 859 022 

4-Series / M4      

420i  Gran Coupe  135 290 7.5 595 896 

420i  Gran Coupe Auto  135 270 7.7 615 898 

420d Gran Coupe 2.0D 140 400 7.5 629 800 

420d Gran Coupe Auto 2.0D 140 400 7.3 650 600 

430i  Gran Coupe  185 350 5.9 682 722 

430i  Gran Coupe Auto  185 350 5.8 701 926 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

BMW 440i  Gran Coupe  240 450 852 176 

420i  Coupe  135 290 595 896 

420i  Coupe Auto  135 270 615 898 

420d Coupe 2.0D 140 400 629 800 

420d Coupe Auto 2.0D 140 400 650 600 

430i  Coupe  185 350 682 722 

430i  Coupe Auto  185 350 701 926 

440i  Coupe  240 450 852 176 

420i  Conver>ble  135 290 707 750 

420i  Conver>ble Auto  135 270 727 524 

430i  Conver>ble  185 350 819 276 

430i  Conver>ble Auto  185 350 838 252 

440i  Conver>ble  240 450 974 946 

M4 Coupe  317 550 1 257 436 

M4 Coupe Compe>>on  331 550 1 393 336 

M4 Conver>ble  317 550 1 419 062 

M4 Conver>ble Comp.  331 550 1 554 962 

X4     

xDrive 20i  135 270 752 474 

xDrive 20d  140 400 754 926 

xDrive 28i  180 350 822 588 

xDrive 30d  190 560 915 706 

xDrive 35i  225 400 926 422 

5-Series     

520d  140 400 780 156 

530i  185 350 850 294 

530d  195 620 963 296 

540i  250 450 990 316 

X5     

xDrive 25d  170 500 991 664 

xDrive 30d  190 560 1 075 804 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

xDrive 40d  230 630 5.9 1 209 918 

xDrive 50i  330 650 4.9 1 309 856 

M50d  280 740 5.3 1 374 942 

X5 M  423 750 4.2 1 938 932 

X6      

xDrive 35i  225 400 6.4 1 151 592 

xDrive 40d  230 630 5.8 1 270 302 

xDrive 50i  330 650 4.8 1 380 370 

M 50d  280 740 5.2 1 565 756 

X6 M  423 750 4.2 1 978 232 

6-Series / M6      

640i  Coupe  235 450 5.3 1 216 228 

640d Coupe  230 630 5.3 1 261 322 

650i  Coupe  330 650 4.6 1 618 906 

640i  Gran Coupe  235 450 5.4 1 269 156 

640d Gran Coupe  230 630 5.4 1 314 364 

650i  Gran Coupe  330 650 4.6 1 665 706 

640i  Conver>ble  235 450 5.5 1 316 384 

650i  Conver>ble  330 650 4.6 1 705 632 

M6 Coupe  412 680 4.2 1 902 468 

M6 Coupe Compe>>on  441 700 3.9 2 064 768 

M6 Gran Coupe  412 680 4.2 1 983 268 

M6 Gran Coupe Comp.  441 700 3.9 2 130 668 

M6 Conver>ble  412 680 4.3 2 029 966 

M6 Conver>ble Comp.  441 700 4.0 2 192 266 

7-Series      

740i  240 450 5.5 1 445 576 

730d  195 620 6.1 1 471 654 

740e eDrive  240 500 5.4 1 496 500 

750i  330 650 4.7 1 896 896 

BMW xDrive 40e eDrive  230 450 6.8 1 188 600 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

BMW 750Li  330 650 2 046 838 

M 760Li  xDrive  448 800 2 719 736 

i8     

eDrive Coupe  266 570 2 015 300 

Chery     

QQ3     

0.8TE  38 70 99 995 

08TX  38 70 104 995 

1.1TXE  50 90 114 995 

J2     

1.5TX  72 140 149 995 

1.5 Swag  72 140 159 995 

J3     

1.6TXE  93 160 209 995 

Tiggo     

1.6TXE  93 160 239 995 

Chevrolet     

Spark     

1.2 Curve  60 108 140 700 

1.2 Campus  60 108 141 200 

1.2L  60 108 157 700 

1.2LS  60 108 168 200 

1.2LT  60 108 173 500 
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U>lity      

1.4  68 120 12.8 163 900 

1,4 UteSpaza Edi>on  68 120 12.8 171 000 

1.4 UteSurf Edi>on  68 120 12.8 178 700 

1.4 UteForce Edi>on  68 120 12.8 178 700 

1.4 Club  68 120 12.8 192 500 

1.4 Sport  68 120 12.8 217 400 

1.8  77 161 9.8 182 100 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

1.8 Club  77 161 196 600 

1.8 Sport  77 161 224 300 

Cruze     

Sedan 1.6L  86 155 252 700 

Sedan 1.6LS  86 155 286 000 

Sedan 1.4TLS  103 200 292 100` 

Sedan 1.4TLS Auto  103 200 301 900 

Cap>va     

2.4LT  123 230 409 100 

2.4LT Auto  123 230 428 600 

2.2D LT  135 400 444 900 

Trailblazer     

2.5D LT  120 380 458 400 

2.5D LT Auto  132 440 476 500 

2.8 D LTZ  144 500 562 800 

2.8D 4x4 LTZ  144 500 624 300 

2.8D 4x4 LTZ Z71  144 500 624 300 

Datsun     

Go     

1.2 Mid  50 104 106 900 

1.2 Lux  50 104 126 900 

1.2 Remix  50 104 159 900 

Go +     

1.2 Lux  50 104 139 900 

Dodge     

Journey      

3.6 R/T  206 353 512 900 

Crossroad 3.6  206 353 533 900 

Ferrari     

California T     

California T  412 755 4 392 000 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

488 GTB  492 760 3.0 5 122 000 

448 Spider  492 760 3.0 5 692 000 

GTC4 Lusso      

GTC4 Lusso T  448 760 3.5 5 372 000 

GTC4 Lusso  507 697 3.4 6 218 000 

Fiat      

500      

0.9 TwinAir Pop  63 145 11.0 179 900 

0.9 TwinAir Pop Auto  63 145 11.0 190 900 

0.9 TwinAir Pop Star  63 145 11.0 204 900 

0.9 TwinAir Pop Star AT  63 145 11.0 215 900 

0.9 TwinAir Lounge  63 145 11.0 226 900 

0.9 TwinAir Lounge AT  63 145 11.0 237 900 

0.9 TwinAir Lounge  77 145 10.0 233 900 

0.9 TwinAir Riva  63 145 11.0 267 900 

0.9 TwinAir Riva Auto  63 145 11.5 288 400 

500C      

0.9 TwinAir Pop Star  63 145 11.0 240 900 

0.9 TwinAir Pop Star AT  63 145 11.0 251 900 

0.9 TwinAir Lounge  77 145 10.0 262 900 

0.9 TwinAir Lounge AT  77 145 10.0 273 900 

0.9 TwinAir 77 Lounge  77 145 10.0 269 900 

0.9 TwinAir Riva  63 145 11.0 303 900 

0.9 TwinAir Riva Auto  63 145 11.5 319 400 

Tipo      

sedan 1.4 Pop  70 127 11.5 229 900 

sedan 1.4 Easy  70 127 11.5 249 900 

sedan 1.3 Mul>jet Easy  70 200 11.8 274 900 

sedan 1.6 Easy Auto  81 152 11.2 274 900 

hatch 1.4 Pop  70 127 11.5 249 900 

Ferrari 488      

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

Tipo hatch 1.4 Easy  70 127 269 900 

hatch 1.4 Lounge  70 127 289 900 

hatch 1.6 Easy Auto  81 152 294 900 

500X     

1.6 Pop  81 152 279 900 

1.6 Pop Star  81 152 299 900 

1.4T Cross  103 230 347 900 

1.4T Cross  Auto  103 230 364 900 

Fullback     

2.4  97 202 232 900 

2.5Di-D  100 324 269 900 

2.5Di-D Double Cab SX  100 324  402 900 

2.5Di-D 4x4 LX  131 400 468 900 

2.4Di-D D/C 4x4 LX Auto   113 380 499 000 

Ford     

Figo     

Hatch 1.5 Ambiente  82 136 175 700 

Hatch 1.5 Trend  82 136 187 900 

Hatch 1.5 Ti tanium  82 136 203 900 

Hatch 1.5 Ti tanium Auto  82 136 215 900 

Hatch 1.5 TDCI Ambiente  74 215 197 900 

Hatch 1.5 TDCI Trend  74 215 207 900 

Sedan 1.5 Ambiente  82 136 176 900 
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Sedan 1.5 Trend  82 136 11.8 188 900 

Sedan 1.5 Ti tanium Auto  82 136 12.0 217 900 

Fiesta      

5-door 1.4 Ambiente  71 128 12.2 226 400 

5-door 1.0T Ambiente  74 170 11.2 225 300 

1.0T Ambiente Auto  74 170 10.8 239 900 

5-door 1.0T Trend  92 170 9.4 240 900 

5-door 1.0T Trend Auto  72 170 10.8 250 900 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

5-door 1.0T Ti tanium  92 170 264 900 

1.0T Ti tanium Auto  74 170 374 900 

5-door 1.5TDCI Ambiente  55 185 247 900 

5-door 1.5TDCI Trend  55 185 254 900 

ST  134 290 325 900 

ST200  147 320 339 900 

B-Max      

1.0T Ambiente  74 170 241 900 

1.0T Trend  92 170 265 900 

1.0T Ti tanium  92 170 291 200 

EcoSport     

1.5 Ambiente  82 138 252 900 

1.0T Trend  92 170 280 900 

1.0T Ti tanium  92 170 307 900 

1.5 Ti tanium Auto  82 138 312 900 

1.5TDCI Trend  74 205 283 900 

1.5TDCI Ti tanium  72 205 308 900 

Focus     

Sedan 1.0T Ambiente  92 170 254 900 

Sedan 1.0T Ambiente AT  92 170 267 900 

Sedan 1.0T Trend  92 170 271 900 

Sedan 1.0T Trend Auto  92 170 285 900 

Sedan 1.5TDCI Ambiente  88 270 296 300 

Sedan 1.5TDCI Trend  88 270 301 300 

Sedan 1.5T Trend  132 240 307 900 

Sedan 1.5T Trend Auto  132 240 324 900 

Hatch 1.0T Ambiente  92 170 259 900 

Hatch 1.0T Ambiente AT  92 170 272 900 

Hatch 1.0T Trend  92 170 278 900 

Hatch 1.0T Trend Auto  92 170 290 900 

Hatch 1.5TDCI Ambiente  88 270 315 300 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

Hatch 1.5T Trend  132 240 8.6 313 900 

Hatch !.5T Trend Auto  132 240 8.9 330 900 

ST1  184 360 6.5 440 000 

ST3  184 360 6.5 481 900 

RS  257 440 4.7 699 900 

Ranger      

Single Cab      

2.5  122 226 N/A 227 900 

2.2  88 285 N/A 239 900 

2.2 Hi-Rider XL  118 385 N/A 319 900 

2.2 Hi-Rider XL Auto  118 385 N/A 335 900 

2.2 4x4 XL  118 385 N/A 377 900 

2.2 Hi-Rider XLS  118 385 N/A 361 900 

2.2 4x4 XL-Plus  118 385 N/A 385 900 

2.2 4x4 XLS  118 385 N/A 429 900 

2.2 4x4 XLS Auto  118 385 N/A 444 900 

3.2 Hi-Rider XLS  147 470 N/A 392 900 

3.2 4x4 XLS  147 470 N/A 449 900 

SuperCab      

2.2 Hi-Rider  88 285 N/A 272 900 

2.2 Hi-Rider XL  118 385 N/A 354 900 

2.2 Hi-Rider XL Auto  118 385 N/A 369 900 

2.2 4x4 XL  118 385 N/A 410 900 

2.2 Hi-Rider XLS Auto  118 385 N/A 424 900 

2.2 4x4 XLS Auto  118 385 N/A 487 900 

3.2 Hi-Rider XLS  147 470 N/A 416 900 

3.2 4x4 XLS  147 470 N/A 474 900 

3.2 4x4 XLT Auto  147 470 N/A 535 900 

Double Cab      

2.2 Hi-Rider  88 285 N/A 299 900 

Hatch 1.5TDCI Trend  88 270 10.5 326 300 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

2.2 Hi-Rider XL  118 385 394 900 

2.2 Hi-Rider XL Auto  118 385 409 900 

2.2 4x4 XL  118 385 432 900 

2.2 4x4 XL Auto  118 385 447 900 

2.2 Hi-Rider XLS  118 385 455 900 

2.2 4x4 XL-Plus  118 385 447 900 

2.2 4x4 XLS  118 385 518 900 

2.2 4x4 XLS Auto  118 385 534 900 

2.2 Hi-Rider XLT  118 385 482 900 

2.2 Hi-Rider XLT Auto  118 385 497 900 

3.2 Hi-Rider XLT  147 470 519 900 

3.2 Hi-Rider XLT Auto  147 470 534 900 

3.2 4x4 XLT  147 470 578 900 

3.2 4x4 XLT Auto  147 470 593 900 

3.2 4x4 Fx4  147 470 593 900 

3.2 4x4 Fx4 Auto  147 470 608 900 

3.2 Hi-Rider Wildtrak  147 470 549 900 

3.2 Hi-Rider Wildtrak AT  147 470 566 900 

3.2 4x4 Wildtrak Auto  147 470 619 900 

Tourneo Connect     

1.0T Ambiente  74 170 318 900 

1.0T Trend  74 170 328 900 

1.0T Ti tanium  74 170 398 900 
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Kuga      

1.5T Ambiente  110 240 9.7 383 900 

1.5T Ambiente Auto  132 240 9.9 399 900 

1.5T Trend  110 240 9.7 421 900 

1.5T Trend Auto  132 240 9.9 437 900 

1.5T AWD Trend  132 240 10.1 467 900 

2.0T AWD Ti tanium  177 240 7.8 516 900 

2.0TDCI AWD Trend  132 400 10.4 499 900 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

2.0TDCI AWD Ti tanium  132 400 543 900 

Fusion     

1.5T Trend  132 240 419 900 

2.0T Trend  149 300 433 900 

2.0T Ti tanium  177 340 508 900 

2.0TDCI Ti tanium  132 400 553 900 

Tourneo Custom     

2.2TDCI SWB Ambiente  74 310 511 400 

2.2TDCI LWB Ambiente  74 310 521 900 

2.2TDCI SWB Trend  92 350 532 900 

2.2TDCI LWB Trend  92 350 539 900 

2.2TDCI SWB Limited  114 385 577 900 

Everest     

2.2 XLS  118 385 459 900 

2.2 XLS Auto  118 385 477 900 

2.2 XLT  118 385 489 900 

2.2 XLT Auto  118 385 509 900 

2.2 4WD XLS  118 385 537 900 

3.2 XLT  147 470 569 900 

3.2 4WD XLT  147 470 639 900 

3.2 4WD Limited  147 470 699 900 

Mustang     

2.3T fastback  233 430 713 900 

2.3T fastback Auto  233 430 734 900 

2.3T conver>ble Auto  233 430 795 900 

5.0 GT fastback  306 530 852 900 

5.0 GT fastback Auto  306 530 873 900 

5.0 GT conver>ble Auto  306 530 935 900 

Honda     

Brio     

Hatch 1.2 Trend  65 109 151 600 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

Hatch 1.2 Comfort Auto  65 109 14.6 179 700 

Amaze sedan 1.2 Trend  65 109 12.4 165 300 

Amaze sedan 1.2 Comf.  65 109 12.5 177 200 

Amaze sedan 1.2 C A/T  65 109 15.7 190 600 

Jazz      

1.2 Trend  66 110 13.5 205 700 

1.2 Comfort  66 110 13.6 234 400 

1.2 Comfort Auto  66 110 14.3 252 100 

1.5 Elegance  88 145 9.9 268 600 

1.5 Elegance Auto  88 145 10.6 284 000 

1.5 Dynamic  88 145 9.9 285 600 

1.5 Dynamic Auto  88 145 10.7 301 000 

Ballade      

1.5 Trend  88 145 9.6 238 800 

1.5 Trend Auto  88 145 11.1 254 200 

1.5 Elegance  88 145 9.6 267 800 

1.6 Elegance Auto  88 145 11.1 283 200 

1.5 Execu>ve Auto  88 145 11.1 307 200 

BR-V      

1.5 Trend  88 145  238 900 

1.5 Comfort  88 145  252 900 

1.5 Comfort Auto  88 145  268 300 

1.6 Elegance  88 145  272 900 

1.5 Elegance Auto  88 145  288 300 

Civic Sedan      

1.8 Comfort  104 174 10.4 330 000 

1.8 Elegance  104 174 10.4 370 000 

1.5T Sport  127 220 8.2 430 000 

1.5T Execu>ve  127 220 8.2 460 000 

Civic Hatch      

Hatch 1.2 Comfort  65 109 12.1 166 300 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

1.8 Execu>ve  104 174 354 800 

1.8 Execu>ve Auto  104 174 370 200 

Type R  228 400 615 900 

HR-V     

1.5 Comfort  88 145 334 200 

1.8 Elegance  105 172 395 400 

CR-V     

2.0 Comfort  114 192 394 400 

2.0 Comfort Auto  114 192 409 800 

2.0 Elegance  114 192 447 900 

2.0 Elegance Auto  114 192 463 300 

2.4 Execu>ve AWD  140 220 568 100 

2.4 Exclusive AWD  140 220 608 400 

Hyundai     

i 10     

1.1 Mo>on  50 99 154 900 

1.1 Mo>on Auto  50 99 179 900 

1.25 Glide Limited Ed.  64 119 179 900 

Grand i 10     

1.25 Mo>on  64 120 186 900 

1.25 Mo>on Auto  64 120 203 900 

1.25 Fluid  64 120 202 900 

i 20     
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1.2 Mo>on  61 115 13.6 224 900 

1.2 Fluid   61 115 13.6 236 900 

1.4 Mo>on Auto  74 133 13.2 249 900 

1.4 Fluid  74 133 11.4 261 900 

1.4 Fluid Auto  74 133 13.2 279 500 

1.4 Sport  85 160  292 900 

Accent      

sedan 1.6 Mo>on  91 156 10.2 249 000 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

sedan 1.6 Fluid  91 156 269 900 

sedan 1.6 Fluid Auto  91 156 284 900 

sedan 1.6 Glide  91 156 279 900 

sedan 1.6 Glide Auto  91 156 289 900 

hatch 1.6 Fluid  91 156 276 900 

hatch 1.6 Fluid Auto  91 156 294 900 

Elantra     

1.6 Execu>ve  93 155 299 900 

1.6 Execu>ve Auto  93 155 314 900 

2.0 Elite  115 195 349 900 

1.6 turbo Elite Sport  150 265 399 900 

Creta     

1.6 Execu>ve  90 150 319 900 

1.6 Execu>ve Auto  90 150 339 900 

1.6 CRDi  Execu>ve  94 260 369 900 

i 30     

1.6 Premium  95 157 339 900 

1.6 Premium Auto  95 157 365 900 

1.8 Execu>ve  110 178 365 900 

Veloster     

Turbo Elite  150 265 419 900 

Turbo Elite Auto  150 265 444 900 

Tucson     

2.0 Premium   115 196 379 900 

2.0 Premium Auto  115 196 399 900 

2.0 Elite Auto  115 196 469 900 

1.7 CRDi  Execu>ve  85 280 449 900 

2.0 CRDi  Elite  131 400 539 900 

1.6 turbo Execu>ve  130 265 449 900 

1.6 turbo Exec Sport  150 295 499 900 

1.6 turbo 4WD Eli te Auto  130 265 534 900 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

2.4 wagon  126 224 17.1 499 900 

2.5 CRDi  wagon  125 441 14.4 629 900 

Santa Fe      

2.2 CRDi  Elite  145 436 9.8 699 900 

2.2 CRDi  4WD Eli te  145 436 10.0 739 900 

Infinity      

Q50      

2.2d  125 400 8.7 475 200 

2.2d Premium  125 400 8.5 524 800 

2.2d Sport  125 400 8.5 565 000 

2.0T Premium  155 350 7.2 512 400 

2.0T Sport  155 350 7.2 570 790 

S-Hybrid  261 536 5.1 709 100 

S-Hybrid AWD  261 536 5.4 736 700 

QX50      

3.0d  175 550 7.9 596 949 

3.0d GT  175 550 7.9 637 824 

3.0d GT Premium  175 550 7.9 679 230 

3.7 GT  235 360 6.4 629 070 

3.7 GT Premium  235 360 6.4 670 476 

Q70      

3.7 GT  235 360 6.2 651 154 

3.7 GT Premium  235 360 6.2 708 205 

3.7 S Premium  235 360 6.2 732 426 

3.0d GT  175 550 6.9 672 539 

3.0d GT Premium  175 550 6.9 729 590 

3.0d S  175 550 6.9 696 759 

3.0d S Premium  175 550 6.9 753 810 

QX70      

3.7 GT  235 360 6.8 829 200 

H-1      

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

3.7 S Premuim  235 360 938 800 

3.7 S Black  235 360 952 900 

3.0d GT  175 550 851 700 

3.0d S  175 550 899 700 

3.0d S Premium  175 550 961 300 

3.0d S Black  175 550 975 400 

5.0 S Premium  287 500 995 200 

QX80     

5.6  298 560 1 440 700 

Isuzu     

KB     

250  58 170 236 500 

250 Fleetside  58  170 258 800 

250D-Teq Fleetside  100 320 285 600 

250D-Teq LE  100 320 334 500 

250D-Teq 4x4 LE  100 320 392 700 

300D-Teq LX  130 380 384 200 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX  130 380 445 100 

Extended Cab     

250D-Teq Hi-Rider  100 320 337 400 

300D-Teq LX  130 380 418 200 

300D-Teq LX Auto  130 380 432 200 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX  130 380 479 200 
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Double Cab      

250D-Teq Hi-Rider  100 320  358 400 

250D-Teq X-Rider  100 320  388 400 

250D-Teq LE  100 320  439 600 

250D-Teq 4x4 LE  100 320  462 000 

300D-Teq LX  130 380  486 900 

300D-Teq LX Auto  130 380  501 200 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX  130 380  549 800 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX Auto  130 380 563 500 

Jaguar     

XE     

20d Pure  132 430 599 500 

20d Pres>ge  132 430 657 500 

25t Pres>ge  184 365 713 636 

S  280 450 1 055 436 

XF     

20d Pres>ge  132 430 772 500 

25t Pres>ge  184 365 813 076 

25d R-Sport  177 500 924 400 

35t R-Sport  250 450 1 126 992 

S  280 450 1 289 692 

F-Pace     

20d AWD Pure  132 430 802 066 

25t Pure  184 365 869 102 

25t AWD Pure  184 365 898 500 

25d AWD Pure  177 500 889 562 

30d AWD Pure  221 700 969 946 

35t AWD Pure  250 450 1 021 046 

35t AWD S  280 450 1 233 646 

F-Type     

coupe 221kW  221 400 958 302 

coupe 250kW  250 450 1 076 896 

coupe 250kW Auto  250 450 1 090 206 

coupe 280kW  280 460 1 195 196 

coupe 280kW Auto  280 460 1 208 962 

coupe 280kW AWD  280 460 1 228 274 

coupe 294kW 400 Sport  294 460 1 493 473 

coupe 400 Sport AWD  294 460 1 511 974 

conver>ble 221kW  221 400 975 902 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

conver>ble 250kW Auto  250 450 5.3 1 107 806 

conver>ble 280kW  250 460 5.5 1 212 796 

conver>ble 280kW Auto  280 460 4.9 1 226 662 

conver>ble AWD  280 460 5.1 1 245 874 

conver>ble 400 Sport  294 460 4.9 1 510 162 

conver>ble 400 S AWD  294 460 5.1 1 529 674 

R Coupe AWD  405 680 4.1 2 074 286 

R Conver>ble AWD  405 680 4.1 2 091 986 

SVR Coupe AWD  423 700 3.7 2 350 786 

SVR Conver>ble AWD  423 700 3.7 2 368 386 

XJ      

i4 Luxury  177 340 7.9 1 142 902 

30d Luxury  221 700 6.2 1 489 896 

30d Premium Luxury  221 700 6.2 1 634 796 

30 S/C R-Sport  250 450 5.9 1 864 874 

XJR  405 680 4.5 2 540 916 

XJL      

i4 Premium Luxury  177 340 7.9 1 404 702 

30d Premium Luxury  221 700 6.2 1 739 896 

30 S/C {PorYolio  250 450 5.9 1 935 774 

50 S/C Autobiography  375 625 4.9 2 783 816 

Jeep      

Renegade      

1.6L Sport  81 152 11.0 299 900 

1.6L Longi tude  81 152 11.0 360 900 

1.4L T Limited  103 230 10.9 420 900 

1.4L T Limited Auto  103 230 11.0 446 900 

1.6L Mul>jet Limited  88 320 10.2 432 900 

2.4 L 4x4 Trailhawk  137 232 9.8 498 900 

1.4L T 4x4 Limited  125 250 8.8 501 900 

conver>ble 250kW  250 450 5.7 1 094 496 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

1.4L T 4x4 LTD 75 Ann Ed  125 250 543 900 

Wrangler     

3.6L Sahara  209 347 603 900 

3.6L Rubicon  209 347 633 900 

Unlimited 3.6L Sahara  209 347 657 900 

Unlimited 3.6L Sahara  75  209 347 695 900 

Unlimited 3.6L Rubicon  209 347 689 900 

Unlimited 2.8CRD Sahara  147 460 731 900 

Unlimited  2.8CRD Sahara 75th  147 460 769 900 

Cherokee     

2.4L Longi tude  130 229 595 900 

3.2L Limited  200 315 658 900 

3.2L Limited 75th Ed.  200 315 689 900 

3.2L 4x4 Limited  200 315 717 900 

3.2L 4x4 Limited 75th Ed.  200 315 747 900 

3.2L 4x4 Trailhawk  200 315 777 900 

Grand Cherokee     

3.6L Laredo  210 347 735 900 

3.0CRD Laredo  179 569 880 900 

3.6L Limited  210 347 862 900 

3.6L Limited 75th Ed.  210 347 983 900 

3.6L Overland  210 347 924 900 

3.6L Summit  210 347 1 060 900 
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5.7L Overland  259 520 7.3 965 900 

3.0CRD Limited  179 569 8.2 1 017 900 

3.0CRD Limited 75th Ed.  179 569 8.2 1 138 900 

3.0CRD Overland  179 569 8.2 1 070 900 

3.0CRD Summit  179 569 8.2 1 224 900 

SRT  344 624 5.0 1 313 900 

KIA      

Picanto      

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

KIA Picanto 1.0LS  51 94 129 995 

1.0LX  51 94 164 995 

1.0LX Auto  51` 94 177 995 

1.2LS  65` 120 144 995 

1.2LS Auto  65 120 157 995 

1.2EX  65 120 183 995 

1.2EX Auto  65 120 196 995 

Rio Sedan     

1.2  65 120 219 995 

1.4  79 135 248 995 

1.4 Auto  79 135 261 995 

1.4 Tec  79 135 261 995 

1.4 Tec Auto  79 135 274 995 

Rio Hatch     

1.2LS  62 120 219 995 

1.4LX  74 135 234 995 

1.4LX Auto  74 135 247 995 

1.4EX  74 135 249 995 

1.4EX Auto  74 135 262 995 

1.4 Tec  74 135 274 995 

1.4 Tec Auto  74 135 287 995 

Soul     

1.6 Start  91 152 309 995 

1.6 Start Auto  91 152 322 995 

1.6 CRDi  Start  94 260 329 995 

2.0 Street  116 192 347 995 

2.0 Smart Auto  116 192 391 995 

1.6 CRDi  Street  94 260 376 995 

1.6 CRDi  Smart Auto  100 300 431 995 

Cerato     

hatch 1.6 EX  95 157 299 995 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

hatch 1.6SX  95 157 10.1 344 995 

hatch 2.0EX  118 194 8.5 340 995 

hatch 2.0EX Auto  118 194 9.3 353 995 

sedan 1.6EX  95 157 10.1 299 995 

sedan 1.6EX Auto  95 157 11.6 312 995 

sedan 1.6SX Auto  95 157 11.6 357 995 

sedan 2.0EX  118 194 8.5 340 995 

sedan 2.0EX Auto  118 194 9.3 353 995 

koup 1.6T  152 265 7.7 390 995 

koup 1.6T Auto  152 265 7.4 403 995 

Sportage      

2.0 Igni te  114 192 10.5 369 995 

2.0 Igni te Auto  114 192 11.1 382 995 

1.7CRDi  Igni te Plus  85 280 11.5 406 995 

2.0EX  114 192 11.1 429 995 

2.0CRDi  EX  130 400 9.3 487 995 

2.0CRDi  SX AWD  130 400 9.5 567 995 

2.4 GDI SX AWD  135 237 9.6 557 995 

1.6T GT Line AWD  130 265 9.1 599 995 

Sorento      

2.4LS  127 225 10.5 457 995 

2.2CRDi  LS  147 440 9.3 489 995 

2.2CRDi  LX  147 440 9.3 582 995 

2.2CRDi  AWD EX  147 440 9.3 686 995 

2.2CRDi  AWD SX  147 440 9.6 713 995 

2.2CRDi  AWD SXL  147 440 9.6 733 995 

Grand Sedona      

2.2CRDi  EX  147 440 13.6 584 995 

2.2CRDi  SX  147 440 13.6 713 995 

2.2CRDi  SXL  147 440 13.6 760 995 

hatch 1.6EX Auto  95 157 11.6 312 995 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

3.3 V6 SX  199 318 693 995 

3.3 V6 SXL  199 318 740 995 

Lamborghini      

Huracan     

LP580-2 coupe  426 540 4 300 000 

LP580-2 spyder  426 540 4 750 000 

LP610-4 coupe  449 560 4 990 000 

LP610-4 Avio coupe  449 560 POA 

LP610-4 Spyder  449 560 5 490 000 

LP640-4 Performante  470 600 5 838 500 

Aventador     

LP740-4 S Coupe  544 690 7 488 000 

Land Rover     

Discovery Sport     

Pure TD4  110 380 630 466 

Pure TD4  132 430 685 966 

Pure Si4  177 340 692 578 

SE TD4  132 430 741 866 

SE Si4  177 340 748 478 

HSE TD4  132 430 807 566 

HSE Si4  177 340 814 178 

HSE Luxury TD4  132 430 856 866 

HSE Luxury Si4  177 340 863 478 
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Range Rover Evoque      

SE TD4  132 430 9.0 782 648 

SE Si4  177 340 7.6 816 354 

HSE Dynamic TD4  132 430 9.0 939 548 

HSE Dynamic Si4  177 340 7.6 972 954 

HSE Dymanic TD4 Ember  132 430 9.0 990 548 

HSE Dynamic Si4 Ember  177 340 7.6 1 024 154 

coupe HSE Dynamic TD4  132 430 9.0 939 048 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

coupe HSE Dynamic Si4  177 340 7.6 972 854 

Autobiography TD4  132 430 9.0 1 017 248 

Autobiography Si4  177 340 7.6 1 051 054 

conver>ble HSE Dy. Si4  177 340 8.6 1 031 643 

Discovery 5      

S  TD6   190 600 8.1 989 918 

S Si6  250 450 7.1 1 034 802 

SE TD6  190 600 8.1 1 119 168 

SE Si6  250 450 7.1 1 143 052 

HSE TD6  190 600 8.1 1 232 918 

HSE Si6  250 450 7.1 1 256 802 

HSE Luxury TD6  190 600 8.1 1 323 918 

HSE Luxury Si6  250 450 7.1 1 347 802 

Fi rs t Edi>on TD6  190 600 8.1 1 449 918 

Fi rs t Edi>on Si6  250 450 7.1 1 473 802 

Range Rover Velar      

Velar      

D180  132 430 8.9 947 700 

D240  177 500 7.3 1 010 400 

P250  184 365 6.7 947 700 

D300  221 700 6.5 1 089 000 

P380  280 450 5.7 1 099 400 

D180 S  132 430 8.9 1 028 600 

D240 S  177 500 7.3 1 091 300 

P250 S  184 365 6.7 1 028 600 

D300 S  221 700 6.5 1 169 800 

P380 S  280 450 5.7 1 180 300 

D180 SE  132 430 8.9 1 077 900 

D240 SE  177 500 7.3 1 140 600 

P250 SE  184 365 6.7 1 077 900 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

P380 SE  280 450 5.7 1 229 600 

D180 HSE  132 430 8.9 1 172 400 

D240 HSE  177 500 7.3 1 235 100 

P250 HSE  184 365 6.7 1 172 400 

D300 HSE  221 700 6.5 1 313 700 

P380 HSE  280 450 5.7 1 324 100 

Velar R-Dynamic      

D180  132 430 8.9 980 500 

D240  177 500 7.3 1 043 200 

P250  184 365 6.7 980 500 

D300  221 700 6.5 1 121 800 

P380  280 450 5.7 1 132 200 

D180 S  132 430 8.9 1 061 300 

D240 S  177 500 7.3 1 124 000 

P250 S  184 365 6.7 1 061 300 

D300 S  221 700 6.5 1 202 600 

P380 S  280 450 5.7 1 213 100 

D180 SE  132 430 8.9 1 110 600 

D240 SE  177 500 7.3 1 173 300 

P250 SE  184 365 6.7 1 110 600 

D300 SE  221 700 6.5 1 251 900 

P380 SE  280 450 5.7 1 262 400 

D180 HSE  132 430 8.9 1 205 200 

D240 HSE  177 500 7.3 1 267 900 

P250 HSE  184 365 6.7 1 205 200 

D300 HSE  221 700 6.5 1 346 400 

P380 HSE  280 450 5.7 1 356 900 

First Edi>on      

D300  221 700 6.5 1 529 300 

P380  280 450 5.7 1 539 800 

D300 SE  221 700 6.5 1 219 100 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

Range Rover Sport     

S SC V6  250 450 1 152 032 

S TDV6  190 600 1 180 918 

SE TDV6  190 600 1 214 418 

SE SCV6  250 450 1 240 732 

SE SDV6  225 700 1 337 810 

HSE TDV6  190 600 1 376 818 

HSE SCV6  250 450 1 470 332 

HSE SDV6  225 700 1 600 210 

HSE Dynamic S/C  375 625 1 750 086 

HSE Dynamic SDV8  250 740 1 762 526 

Dyn Autobiography SCV6  250 450 1 632 632 

Dyn Autobiography S/C  375 625 1 920 886 

Autobiography SDV8  250 740 1 934 026 

SVR  405 680 2 212 286 

Range Rover     

Vogue TDV6  190 600 1 824 498 

Vogue SE SDV8  250 740 2 189 626 

Vogue SE S/C  375 625 2 255 128 

Autobiography SDV8  250 740 2 455 826 

Autobiography S/C  375 625 2 521 228 

SV Autobiography Dyn.  405 680 3 082 128 

LWB     
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Autobiography SDV8  250 740 7.0 2 558 726 

Autobiography S/C  375 625 5.8 2 624 128 

SV Autobiography SDV8  250 740 7.0 3 523 226 

SV Autobiography S/C  405 680 5.5 3 688 128 

Lexus      

CT      

200h S  100 142 10.3 519 100 

ES      

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

Lexus ES 250 EX  135 235 554 200 

300h EX  151 213 664 100 

IS     

200t E  180 350 601 900 

200t EX  180 350 659 100 

350 F-Sport  233 378 728 800 

NX     

200t E  175 350 631 500 

200t EX  175 350 677 300 

200t F-Sport  175 350 786 600 

300h EX  145 210 746 700 

RC     

200t EX  180 350 748 900 

350 F-Sport  233 378 859 000 

GS     

200t EX  180 350 786 000 

350 F-Sport  233 378 897 100 

RX     

350 EX  221 370 907 700 

450h SE  230 335 1 181 500 

LX     

450d   195 650 1 600 700 

570  270 530 1 648 200 

LS     

460  285 493 1 709 600 

LC     

500  351 540 1 729 600 

Masera>     

Ghibli     

350  258 500 1 616 836 

Diesel  202 600 1 647 360 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

Levante      

Diesel  202 600 6.9 1 652 360 

QuaOroporte      

Diesel  202 600 6.4 2 223 360 

Diesel GranLusso  202 600 6.4 2 423 360 

S  302 550 5.1 2 476 376 

S GranLusso  302 550 5.1 2 676 376 

S GranSport  302 550 5.1 2 676 376 

GTS GranLusso V8 390 710 4.7 3 225 936 

GTS GranSport V8 390 710 4.7 3 225 936 

GranTursimo / Cabrio      

GT Sport Special Ed.  338 520 4.8 3 317 448 

GC Sport Special Ed.  338 520 5.0 3 557 488 

Mazda      

Mazda 2      

1.5 Ac>ve  82 145 9.6 215 100 

1.5 Dynamic  82 145 9.6 230 200 

1.5 Dynamic Auto  82 145 10.4 243 200 

1.5 Individual   82 145 9.6 243 400 

1.5 Individual Auto  82` 145 10.4 257 500 

1.5 Individual Plus Auto  82 145 10.4 286 200 

1.5 DE Hazumi Auto  77 220 10.9 331 400 

Mazda 3      

hatch 1.6 Original   77 144 13.0 264 000 

hatch 1.6 Ac>ve  77 144 13.0 277 200 

hatch 1.6 Dynamic  77 144 13.0 290 500 

hatch 1.6 Dynamic Auto  77 144 13.6 302 200 

hatch 2.0 Individual  121 210 8.3 338 500 

hatch 2.0 Individual A/T  121 210 9.0 350 700 

hatch 2.0 As>na  121 210 9.0 385 900 

S V6 301 550 5.0 1 982 836 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

hatch 2.0 As>na Plus  121 210 415 900 

sedan 1.6 Original  77 144 258 500 

sedan1.6 Ac>ve  77 144 271 700 

sedan 1.6 Dynamic  77 144 285 000 

sedan 1.6 Dynamic Auto  77 144 296 700 

sedan 2.0 Individual  121 210 333 000 

sedan 2.0 Individual A/T  121 210 345 200 

sedan 2.0 As>na  121 210 380 400 

sedan 2.0 As>na Plus  121 210 410 400 

CX-3     

2.0 Ac>ve  115 204 284 800 

2.0 Ac>ve Auto  115 204 302 100 

2.0 Dynamic  115 204 310 700 

2.0 Dynamic Auto  115 204 322 700 

2.0 Individual Auto  115 204 365 400 

2.0 Individual Plus Auto  115 204 380 600 

BT-50 Double Cab     

2.2 SLX  110 375 441 600 

2.2 SLE  110 375 477 700 

2.2 SLE Auto  110 375 497 700 

3.2 4x4 SLE  147 470 541 700 

3.2 4x4 SLE Auto  147 470 555 700 

CX-5     
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2.0 Ac>ve  121 210 10.9 379 900 

2.0 Ac>ve Auto  121 210 10.4 391 900 

2.0 Dynamic  121 210 10.9 404 900 

2.0 Dynamic Auto  121 210 10.4 416 900 

2.2DE Ac>ve  129 420 9.1 459 400 

2.5 Individual  143 257 8.8 491 900 

2.2DE AWD Akera  129 420 9.5 557 500 

MX-5      

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

2.0 Roadster-Coupe  118 200 441 700 

2.0 RF Auto  118  200 532 500 

McLaren     

540 / 570     

540 C  397 540 POA 

570 GT  419 600 POA 

570 S   419 600 POA 

720 S     

720 S Coupe  527 770 POA 

Mercedes Benz     

A-Class     

A200  115 250 439 480 

A200 Auto  115 250 462 984 

A200d  100 300 466 200 

A200d Auto  100 300 491 300 

A220d  130 350 514 500 

A250 Sport  160 350 554 822 

A45 AMG 4Ma>c  280 475 773 914 

A45 AMG 4Ma>c YN Ed.  280 475 878 914 

B-Class     

B200  115 250 442 896 

B200 Auto   115 250 463 326 

B200d  100 300 470 200 

B200d Auto  100 300 491 200 

B220d  130 350 518 500 

B250  155 350 530 978 

CLA     

CLA200  115 250 473 882 

CLA200 Auto  115 250 509 212 

CLA200d  100 300 506 000 

CLA200d Auto  100 300 541 900 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

CLA250 Sport 4Ma>c  160 350 6.4 668 060 

CLA45 AMG 4Ma>c  280 475 4.2 880 314 

CLA45 AMG 4Ma>c YNE  280 475 4.2 985 315 

GLA      

GLA200  115 250 8.9 487 566 

GLA200 Auto  115 250 8.8 508 452 

GLA200d  100 300 9.5 513 000 

GLA200d Auto  100 300 9.1 513 000 

GLA220d 4Ma>c  130 350 7.7 593 640 

GLA250 4Ma>c  155 350 7.1 658 576 

GLA45 AMG 4Ma>c  280 475 4.4 862 628 

GLA45 AMG 4Ma>c YNE  280 475 4.4 967 628 

C-Class Sedan      

C180  115 250 8.2 496 798 

C180 Auto  115 250 8.3 521 068 

C200  135 300 7.5 522 068 

C200 Auto  135 300 7.2 544 742 

C220d  125 400 8.1 547 400 

C220d Auto  125 400 7.5 571 100 

C250  155 350 6.5 600 312 

C250d  150 500 6.6 628 100 

C300  180 370 5.9 641 322 

C350e  205 600 5.9 804 900 

C-Class Estate      

C180  115 250 8.4 535 168 

C180 Auto  115 250 8.5 559 210 

C200  135 300 7.7 560 210 

C200 Auto  135 300 7.3 583 226 

C250d  150 500 6.9 665 900 

C43 AMG 4Ma>c  270 520 4.7 865 582 

CLA220d  130 350 7.7 545 900 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

C63 AMG  350 650 1 211 908 

C63 AMG S  375 700 1 360 250 

C-Class Coupe     

C200  135 300 580 524 

C200 Auto  135 300 600 726 

C220d  125 400 622 300 

C220d Auto  125 400 643 300 

C300  180 370 695 922 

C-Class Cabriolet     

C200  135 300 709 522 

C200 Auto  135 300 731 320 

C220d  125 400 783 056 

C300  180 370 818 674 

C43 AMG 4Ma>c Coupe  270 520 935 282 

C63 AMG Coupe  350 650 1 342 246 

C63 AMG S Coupe  375 700 1 461 246 

C43 AMG 4Ma>c Cabrio  270 520 1 058 736 

C63 AMG Cabriolet  350 650 1 465 472 

C63 AMG S Cabriolet  375 700 1 586 672 

Vito     

111 CDI Tourer Pro  84 270 600 096 

114 CDI Tourer Pro  100 330 628 026 

114 CDI Tourer Pro Auto  100 330 652 342 
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116 CDI Tourer Pro  120 380 11.5 665 418 

116 CDI Tourer Pro Auto  120 380  689 848 

116 CDI Tourer Select  120 380 11.5 786 030 

116 CDI Tourer Select AT  120 380  810 460 

119 CDI Tourer Select  140 440  865 374 

GLC      

GLC220d  125 400 8.3 676 622 

GLC250  155 350 7.3 684 844 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

GLC250d  150 500 699 122 

GLC300  180 370 742 198 

GLC350d  190 620 855 986 

GLC 43 AMG  270 520 969 406 

GLC Coupe     

GLC220d  125 400 775 322 

GLC250  155 350 782 600 

GLC250d  150 500 795 222 

GLC300  180 370 841 098 

GLC350d  190 620 945 186 

GLC 43 AMG  270 520 1 080 362 

SLC     

SLC200  135 300 718 476 

SLC200 Auto  135 300 736 222 

SLC200 RedArt Edi>on  135 300 743 476 

SLC200 RedArt Ed. Auto  135 300 761 222 

SLC300  180 370 793 836 

SLC300 RedArt Edi>on  180 370 818 836 

SLC43 AMG  270 520 1 044 012 

V-Class     

V200d  100 330 820 572 

V220d  120 380 856 368 

V250d  140 440 921 918 

V220d Avantgarde  120 380 1 117 086 

V250d Avantgarde  140 440 1 158 696 

E-Class Sedan     

E200  135 300 716 706 

E220d  143 400 766 700 

E250  155 350 769 208 

E350d  190 620 970 636 

E400 4Ma>c  245 480 1 006 126 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

E63 S 4Ma>c AMG  450 850 3.4 1 878 318 

E-Class Coupe      

E200  135 300 7.8 756 034 

E200 Edi>on 1  135 300 7.8 766 700 

E220d  143 400 7.4 806 500 

E220d Edi>on 1  143 400 7.4 1 031 500 

E300  180 370 6.4 847 060 

E300 Edi>on 1  180 370 6.4 1 072 060 

E400 4Ma>c  245 480 5.3 1 029 366 

E400 4Ma>c Edi>on 1  245 480 5.3 1 254 366 

E-Class Cabriolet      

E250  155 350 7.5 802 720 

E250 Sport Edi>on  155 350 7.5 828 520 

E400  245 480 5.3 1 050 910 

E400 Sport Edi>on  245 480 5.3 1 076 710 

E500  300 600 4.9 1 225 902 

E500 V8 Edi>on  300 600 4.9 1 262 702 

CLS      

CLS250d  150 500 7.5 906 542 

CLS350d  190 620 6.5 1 067 208 

CLS400  245 480 5.3 1 065 426 

CLS500  300 600 4.8 1 344 306 

CLS63 S AMG  430 800 4.1 1 920 254 

GLE      

GLE250d  150 500 8.6 973 704 

GLE350d  190 620 7.1 1 089 826 

GLE400  245 480 6.1 1 088 230 

GLE43 AMG  270 520 5.7 1 215 706 

GLE500e  325 650 5.3 1 310 000 

GLE500  335 700 5.3 1 324 478 

E43 4Ma>c AMG  295 520 4.6 1 174 008 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

GLE63 AMG  410 700 1 938 964 

GLE63 S AMG  430 760 2 083 884 

GLE Coupe     

GLE350d  190 620 1 187 238 

GLE43 AMG  270 520 1 308 766 

GLE500  335 700 1 430 776 

GLE63 S AMG  430 760 2 170 312 

GLS     

GLS350  190 620 1 354 826 

GLS500  335 700 1 531 876 

GLS63 AMG  430 760 2 378 352 

AMG GT     

Coupe 4.0T 340 600 1 961 844 

Coupe S 4.0T 375 650 2 218 756 

Roadster 4.0T 350 630 2 211 186 

Roadster C 4.0T 410 680 2 615 746 

Coupe R 4.0T 430 700 2 705 746 

SL     

SL400  270 500 1 484 470 

SL500  335 700 1 830 590 

SL63 AMG  430 900 2 540 896 

SL65 AMG  463 1000 3 231 626 

S-Class     
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S350d  190 620 6.8 1 461 190 

S400h  245 370e 6.8 1 477 246 

S500  335 700 4.8 1 898 904 

S63 AMG  430 900 4.4 2 605 338 

S-Class L      

S400h L  245 370e 6.8 1 517 746 

S400  245 480 5.3 1 514 308 

S500  335 700 4.8 1 949 604 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

S63 AMG  430 900 2 646 538 

S65 AMG  463 1000 3 280 126 

S-Class Coupe / Cabrio     

S500 coupe  335 700 2 120 276 

S500 cabriolet  335 700 2 333 388 

S63 AMG coupe  430 900 2 770 736 

S63 AMG cabriolet 4Mtc  430 900 2 943 036 

S65 AMG coupe  463 1000 3 406 126 

S65 AMG cabriolet  463 1000 3 553 368 

Mercedes—Maybach     

S500  335 700 2 337 618 

S600  390 830 2 912 956 

Mini     

Hatch     

One 3-door  75 180 290 500 

One 3-door Auto  75 180 308 500 

Cooper 3-door  100 230 352 000 

Cooper 3-door Auto  100 230 370 000 

Cooper S 3-door  141 300 411 052 

Cooper S 3-door Auto  141 300 427 798 

One 5-door  75 180 300 500 

One 5-door Auto  75 180 318 500 

Cooper 5-door  100 230 362 000 

Cooper 5-door Auto  100 230 380 000 

Cooper S 5-door  141 300 421 280 

Cooper S 5-door Auto  141 300 438 026 

John Cooper Works  170 320 471 104 

John Cooper Works  Auto  170 320 492 596 

Clubman     

Cooper  100 230 376 070 

Cooper Auto  100 230  394 070 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

Cooper S Auto  141 300 7.1 475 052 

JCW ALL4  170 350 6.3 558 612 

JCW ALL4 Auto  170 350 6.3 584 516 

Conver>ble      

Cooper  100 230 8.8 405 000 

Cooper Auto  100 230 8.7 423 456 

Cooper S  141 300 7.2 476 622 

Cooper S Auto  141 300 7.1 483 710 

Countryman      

Cooper  100 230 9.6 423 824 

Cooper Auto  100 230 9.6 442 052 

Cooper S  141 300 7.5 493 306 

Cooper S Auto  141 300 7.4 512 806 

JCW ALL4  170 350 6.5 600 586 

JCW ALL4 Auto  170 350 6.5 626 832 

Mitsubishi       

Mirage      

1.2 GL  57 100 11.7 149 900 

1.2 GLX  57 100 11.7 159 900 

1.2 GLS  57 100 11.7 169 900 

ASX      

2.0 GL  110 197 9.6 364 900 

2.0 GL Auto  110 197 11.5 399 900 

2.0 GLX  110 197 9.6 399 900 

2.0 GLS  110 197 9.6 414 900 

2.0 GLS Auto  110 197 11.5 434 900 

Triton (double cab)       

2.4Di-D  133 430  479 900 

2.4Di-D Auto  133 430  499 900 

2.4Di-D 4x4  133 430 10.4 539 900 

Clubman Cooper S  141 300 7.2 456 692 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

2.4Di-D 4x4 Auto  133 430 559 900 

Outlander     

2.4 GLS Exceed  123 222 549 900 

Pajero Sport     

2.5Di-D Auto  131 350 539 900 

2.5Di-D 4x4  131 350 574 900 

2.5Di-D 4x4 Auto  131 350 589 900 

2.5Di-D 4x4 Shogun Auto  131 350 589 900 

Pajero     

3-door 3.2di-D GLS  140 441 689 900 

3.2di-D GLS Legend II  140 441 719 900 

5-door 3.2di-D GLS  140 441 769 900 

3.2di-D GLS Legend II  140 441 819 900 

5-dr 3.2di-D GLS Exceed  140 441 789 900 

Nissan     

Micra     

1.2 Vis ta  +  56 104 159 900 

1.5 Tekna  73 134 196 900 

NP 200     

1.6i  64 128 162 900 

1.6i  pack  64 128 179 900 

1.6i  ICE  64 128 194 900 

1.6i  16v S  77 149 192 900 
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1.6i  16v SE  77 149 N/A 222 900 

1.5dCi pack  63 200 N/A 225 900 

1.5dCi ICE  63 200 N/A 240 900 

1.5dCi SE  63 200 N/A 244 900 

Almera      

1.5 Acenta  73 134 N/A 198 900 

1.5 Acenta  Auto  73 134 N/A 208 900 

NP 300 Hardbody       

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

NP300 2.0  84 169 202 900 

2.5TDi  98 304 233 900 

2.5TDi  Hi-Rider  98 304 319 900 

2.4 4x4  105 205 311 900 

2.5TDi  4x4  98 304 342 900 

Double Cab     

2.5TDi  Hi-Rider  98 304 344 900 

2.4 Hi-Rider  105 205 324 500 

2.4 4x4  105 205 388 900 

Juke     

1.2T Acenta  85 190 296 900 

1.2 Acenta  +  85 190 317 900 

1.5dCi Acenta +  81 260 332 900 

1.6T Tekna  140 240 359 900 

1.6T 4WD Tekna  140 240 399 900 

NV200     

Combi 1.6i  Visia  81 153 333 900 

Combi 1.5dCi Visia  66 200 363 900 

Qashqai     

1.2T Visia  85  190 330 900 

1.2T Acenta  85 190 354 900 

1.2T Acenta  Auto  85 165 371 900 

1.5dCi Acenta  81 260 362 900 

1.6T Acenta  120 240 427 900 

1.6dCi Acenta Auto  96 320 454 900 

X-Trail      

2.0XE  106 200 374 900 

2.5 4x4 SE  125 233 421 900 

1.6dCi XE  96 320 412 900 

1.6dCi 4x4 SE  96 320 464 900 

1.6dCi 4x4 LE  96 320 529 900 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

Leaf  80e 254e 11.5 500 550 

Navara      

Double Cab      

2.3D 4x4 SE  140 450  514 900 

2.3D 4x4 LE  140 450  565 900 

2.3D 4x4 LE Auto  140 450  594 900 

370Z      

coupe  245 363 5.3 661 900 

coupe Auto  245 363 5.6 680 900 

Patrol       

3.0TD pick-up  110 371  583 900 

3.0TD GL  110 380  699 900 

4.8 GRX  190 420  809 900 

GT-R      

Premium Edi>on  408 632 2.9 2 150 000 

Black Edi>on  408 632 2.9 2 250 000 

Opel      

Adam      

1.4  74 130 11.5 206 500 

1.0T Jam  85 170 9.9 230 700 

1.0T Glam  85 170 9.9 254 000 

Rocks  1.0T  85 170 9.9 287 100 

S 1.4T  110 220 8.5 320 000 

Corsa      

1.0T Essen>a  85 170 10.3 201 800 

1.0T Enjoy  85 170 10.3 324 800 

1.0T Cosmo  85 170 10.3 255 800 

1.4 Enjoy Auto  66 130 13.9 235 100 

1.4 Turbo Sport  110 220 9.6 276 200 

Mokka X      

Leaf      

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

1.4 Turbo Enjoy  103 200 317 500 

1.4 Turbo Enjoy Auto  103 200 328 400 

1.4 Turbo Cosmo  103 200 357 400 

1.4 Turbo Cosmo Auto  103 200 368 400 

Astra Hatch     

1.0T Essen>a  77 170 264 300 

1.0T Enjoy  77 170 295 800 

1.4T Enjoy  110 230 341 300 

1.4T Enjoy Auto  110 245 351 700 

1.4T Sport  110 230 368 400 

1.4T Sport Auto  110 245 389 200 

1.6T Sport  147 300 402 700 

1.6T Sport Plus  147 300 423 600 

Astra Coupe     

OPC  206 400 582 600 

Peugeot     

208     

1.0 Pop Art  50 95 174 900 

1.2 Ac>ve  60 118 224 900 

1.2T GT Line  81 205 284 900 

1.2T GT Line Auto  81 205 304 900 

2008     

1.6HDi  Ac>ve  68 230 274 900 
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1.6HDi  Allure  68 230 11.5 299 900 

1.2T Allure Auto  81 205 10.1 324 900 

1.2T GT Line Auto  81 205 10.1 349 900 

308      

1.2T Ac>ve  81 205 11.1 304 900 

3008      

1.6T Ac>ve  121 240 8.9 399 900 

1.6T Allure  121 240 8.9 444 900 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

Peugeot 3008     

1.6 GT Line  121 240 499 900 

2.0HDi  Allure  133 400 TBA 

2.0HDi  GT Line  133 400 TBA 

Porsche     

718 Cayman     

718 Cayman  220 380 870 000 

718 Cayman S  257 420 950 000 

718 Boxster     

718 Boxster  220 380 884 000 

718 Boxster S  257 420 965 000 

Macan     

S diesel  180 580 1 098 000 

S  250 460 1 122 000 

GTS  265 500 1 351 000 

turbo  294 550 1 420 000 

turbo Performance  324 600 1 540 000 

Cayenne     

Cayenne  220 400 990 000 

Cayenne Pla>num Ed.  220 400 1 031 000 

diesel  180 550 1 084 000 

diesel Pla>num Edi>on  180 550 1 129 000 

S  309 550 1 154 000 

S Pla>num Edi>on  309  550 1 171 000 

S diesel  283 850 1 347 000 

S diesel Pla>num Edi>on  283 850 1 362 000 

GTS  324 600 1 324 000 

S e-hybrid  306 590 1 531 000 

S e-hybrid Pla>num Ed.  306 590 1 572 000 

turbo  382 750 1 975 000 

turbo S  419 800 2 504 000 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

Panamera  243 450 5.7 1 361 000 

4  243 450 5.5 1 390 000 

4S  324 550 4.4 1 586 000 

turbo  404 770 3.8 2 481 000 

Execu>ve      

4 Execu>ve  243 450 5.6 1 498 000 

4S Execu>ve  324 550 4.5 1 823 000 

turbo Execu>ve  404 770 3.9 2 684 000 

Sport Turismo      

4 Sport Turismo  243 450 5.5 1 431 000 

4S Sport Turismo  324 550 4.4 1 667 000 

turbo Sport Turismo  404 770 3.8 2 522 000 

911      

Carrera  coupe  272 450 4.4 1 410 000 

Carrera  4 coupe  272 450 4.3 1 535 000 

Carrera  S coupe  309 500 4.1 1 572 000 

Carrera  4S coupe  309 500 4.0 1 697 000 

Carrera  GTS coupe  331 550 3.7 1 768 000 

Carrera  4 GTS coupe  331 550 3.6 1 892 000 

Carrera  cabriolet  272 450 4.6 1 557 000 

Carrera  4 cabriolet  272 450 4.5 1 682 000 

Carrera  S cabriolet  309 500 4.3 1 719 000 

Carrera  4S cabriolet  309 500 4.2 1 844 000 

Carrera  GTS cabriolet  331 550 3.8 1 914 000 

Carrera  4 GTS cabriolet  331 550 3.7 2 099 000 

targa 4  272 450 4.5 1 682 000 

targa 4S  309  500 4.2 1 844 000 

targa 4 GTS  331 550 3.7 2 039 000 

GT3  368 460 3.9 2 750 000 

GT3 Auto  368 460 3.4 2 750 000 

Panamera      

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

turbo coupe  397 710 2 762 000 

turbo cabriolet  397 710 2 909 000 

turbo S coupe  427 750 3 231 000 

turbo S cabriolet  427 750 3 379 000 

turbo S coupe Exclusive  446 750 4 072 000 

Renault     

Kwid     

1.0 Expression  50 91 124 900 

1.0 Dynamic   50 91 134 900 

Sandero     

66kW turbo Expression  66 135 159 900 

Stepway Expression  66 135 174 900 

Stepway Dynamique  66 135 189 900 

Clio     

66kW turbo Authen>que  70 150 206 900 

66kW turbo Expression  70 150 224 900 

66kW turbo Dynamique  70 150 239 000 

turbo Expression Auto  88 190 259 900 

turbo GT Line  88 205 264 900 

RS 200 Lux  147 260 379 900 

RS 220 Trophy  162 280 419 900 

Duster     

1.6 Expression  77 148 239 900 
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1.6 Dynamique  77 148 11.5 259 900 

1.5dCi Dynamique  80 240 12.2 279 900 

1.5dCi Dynamique 4WD  80 240 12.8 304 900 

Captur      

66kW turbo Expression  66 135 12.9 249 900 

66kW turbo Dynamique  66 135 12.9 264 900 

66kW dCi  Dynamique  66 220 13.1 289 900 

dCi  Dynamique Sunset  66 220 13.1 298 900 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

turbo Dynamique Auto  88 190 304 900 

Megane     

84kW turbo Dynamique  84 156 292 900 

97kW turbo GT Line  97 205 348 900 

97kW turbo GT Line A/T  97 205 268 900 

151kW GT  151 280 457 900 

Kadjar     

96kW TCe Expression  96 205 364 900 

96kW TCe XP Limited Ed.  96 205 364 900 

96kW TCe Dynamique  96 205 389 900 

96kW TCe Dynamique A  96 205 399 900 

81kW dCi  Dynamique  81 260 394 900 

81kW dCi  Dynamique AT  81 260 414 900 

96kW dCi  Dynamique AT  96 320 454 900 

Rolls Royce     

Ghost     

Ghost  420 780 POA 

Ghost Black Badge  450 840 POA 

Extended Wheelbase  420 780 POA 

Wraith     

Wraith  465 800 POA 

Wraith Black Badge  465 870 POA 

Dawn     

Dawn  420 780 POA 

Smart     

fortwo     

coupe base  52 91 174 900 

coupe passion  52 91 194 400 

coupe prime  52 91 203 400 

coupe proxy  52 91 207 400 

Brabus fortwo coupe  80 170 308 200 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

base  52 91 15.9 179 900 

passion  52 91 15.9 199 400 

prime  52 91 15.9 210 900 

proxy  52 91 15.9 212 400 

base Auto  66 135 11.9 210 400 

passion Auto  66 135 11.9 229 900 

prime Auto  66 135 11.9 241 400 

proxy Auto  66 135 11.9 242 900 

Brabus forfour  80 170 10.5 313 300 

Ssangyong      

Korando      

2.0  110 197  324 995 

Subaru      

XV      

2.0i  110 196 10.5 360 000 

2.0i  Auto  110 196 10.7 381 000 

2.0i  S Auto  110 196 10.7 419 000 

Impreza      

2.0i-S  115 196 N/A 399 000 

Forester      

2.0 X  110 198 10.6 389 000 

2.5 X  126 235 9.9 429 000 

2.5 XS  126 235 9.9 475 000 

2.5 XS Premium  126 235 9.9 536 000 

2.0 XT  177 350 7.5 597 000 

Outback      

2.5i-S Premium  129 235 10.2 550 000 

3.6R-S Premium  191 350 7.6 617 000 

Legacy      

3.6R-S Premium  191 350 7.2 595 000 

forfour      

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

WRX     

WRX Premium  197 350 539 000 

WRX Premium Auto  197 350 559 000 

WRX STi  Premium   221 407 719 000 

Suzuki     

Celerio     

1.0 GA  50 90 132 900 

1.0 GL  50 90 149 900 

1.0 GL Auto  50 90 163 900 

SwiG     

DZi re sedan 1.2 GA  63 113 153 900 

DZire sedan 1.2 GL  63 113 167 900 

DZire sedan 1.2 GL Auto  63 113 184 900 

hatch 1.2 GA  63 113 152 900 

hatch 1.2 GL  63 113 167 900 

hatch 1.2 GL Auto  63 113 184 900 

hatch 1.2 RS  63 113 184 900 

hatch 1.4 GLS  70 130 222 900 

hatch 1.4 GLS Auto  70 130 239 900 

hatch 1.6 Sport  100 160 264 900 

Ignis      

1.2 GL  61 113 169 900 

1.2 GLX  61 113 189 900 
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1.2 GLX Auto  61 113 13.0 204 900 

Er>ga      

1.4 GA  70 130 N/A 203 900 

1.4 GL  70 130 N/A 229 900 

1.4 GL Auto  70 130 N/A 244 900 

Ciaz      

1.4 GL  70 130 N/A 203 900 

1.4 GLX  70 130 N/A 229 900 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

1.4 GLX Auto  70 130 244 900 

Baleno     

1.4 GL  68 130 199 900 

1.4 GLX  68 130 229 900 

1.4 GLX Auto  68 130 244 900 

Jimny     

1.3  63 110 256 900 

1.3 Auto  63 110 274 900 

Vitara     

1.6 GL  86 151 267 900 

1.6 GL+  86 151 303 900 

1.6 GL+ Auto  86 151 321 900 

1.6 GL+ AllGrip  86 151 327 900 

1.6 GLX Auto  86 151 337 900 

1.6 GLX AllGrip  86 151 356 900 

SX4     

1.6 GL  86 156 282 900 

1.6 GLX  86 156 313 900 

1.6 GLX Auto  86 156 336 900 

1.6 GLX AllGrip  86 156 337 900 

1.6 GLX AllGrip Auto  86 156 359 900 

Grand Vitara     

2.4 Dune  122 225 369 900 

2.4 Dune Auto  122 225 384 900 

2.4 Summit  122 225 442 900 

2.4 Summit Auto  122 225 459 900 

Tata     

Indica     

1.4 LGi  55 110 118 995 

1.4 LGi  Flash  55 110 124 995 

Vista     
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

1.4 Ignis  66 116 13.5 154 995 

Bolt      

hatch 1.2T MMS  66 140 N/A 157 995 

hatch 1.2 XT  66 140 N/A 167 995 

sedan 1.2T MMS  66 140 N/A 167 995 

sedan 1.2 XT  66 140 N/A 177 995 

Manza      

1.4 ini  66 116 13.5 156 995 

1.4 Ignis  66 116 13.5 177 995 

Xenon      

XT 2.2L  110 320 N/A 219 995 

XT 2.2L double cab  110 320 N/A 269 995 

XT 2.2L d cab Evolve  110 320 N/A 279 995 

Toyota      

Aygo      

1.0   51 95 14.2 159 100 

1.0 X-Play  51 96 14.2 161 500 

1.0 X-Ci te  51 95 <15.0 189 500 

E>os      

hatch 1.5 Xi  66 132 11.3 163 900 

sedan 1.5 Xi  66 132 11.3 172 200 

hatch 1.5 Sprint  66 132 11.3 172 600 

sedan 1.5 Sprint  66 132 11.3 180 500 

Cross 1.5 Xs  66 132 11.3 194 300 

Yaris      

1.0 Pulse  51 95 15.3 199 000 

1.5 Pulse  82 136 11.0 228 700 

1.5 Pulse Auto  82 136 11.2 241 400 

1.5 Pulse Plus Auto  82 136 11.2 249 800 

Hybrid Pulse  74e 111e 11.8 307 200 

Vista  1.4 ini Bounce  55 114 14.0 134 995 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

Corolla Quest      

1.6 1.6 90 154 10.5 208 500 

1.6 Auto 1.6 90 154 11.1 224 400 

1.6 Plus 1.6 90 154 10.5 224 900 

Avanza      

1.3 S 1.3 70 121 N/A 220 200 

1.3 SX 1.3 70 121  N/A 237 100 

1.5 SX 1.5 77 137 N/A 244 300 

1.5 SX Auto 1.5 77 137 N/A 262 900 

1.5 TX 1.5 77 137 N/A 278 500 

Corolla      

1.3 Esteem  73 128 12.6 261 300 

1.3 Pres>ge  73 128 12.6 281 300 

1.6 Esteem  90 154 10.5 280 200 

1.6 Pres>ge  90 154 10.5 299 900 

1.6 Pres>ge Auto  90 154 11.1 314 000 

1.4D-4D Esteem  66 205 12.5 294 400 

1.4D-4D Pres>ge  66 205 12.5 307 500 

1.8 Pres>ge  103 173 N/A 313 500 

1.8 Exclusive  103 173 N/A 336 300 

1.8 Exclusive Auto  103 173 10.2 349 400 

Auris       

1.3 X  73 128 12.6 268 300 

1.6 Xi  97 160 10.0 298 800 

1.6 XS  ̀ 97 160 10.0 311 800 

1.6 XR  97 160 10.0 345 100 

1.6 XR Auto  97 160 10.8 361 100 

Hybrid XR  100 142e 10.9 413 600 

Hilux      

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

Hilux 2.0  102 183 12.0 268 300` 

2.4GD  110 343 12.4 272 100 

2.7 SRX  122 245 12.1 332 700 

2.4GD-6 SRX  110 400 13.2 343 200 

2.4GD-6 4x4 SRX  110 400 13.2 406 100 

2.4GD-6 4x4 SR  110 400 13.2 400 700 

2.8 GD-6 Raider  130 420 11.2 395 500 

2.8 GD-6 4x4 Raider  130 420 11.2 456 300 

Xtra Cab      

2.4GD-6 SRX  110 400 13.2 354 800 

2.8 GD-6 Raider  130 420 11.2 430 000 

2.8 GD-6 4x4 Raider  130 420 11.2 492 900 

double cab      

2.7 SRX  122 245 12.1 385 800 

2.4GD-6 SRX  110 400 13.2 442 700 

2.4GD-6 4x4 SRX  110 400 13.2 468 800 

2.4GD-6 4x4 SR  110 400 13.2 462 500 

2.8 GD-6 Raider  130 420 11.2 490 700 

2.8 GD-6 Raider Auto  130 420 10.8 508 500 

2.8 GD-6 4x4 Raider  130 420 11.2 554 600 

2.8 GD-6 4x4 Raider A/T  130 420 10.8 573 500 

4.0 V6 Raider  175 376 9.4 527 400 

4.0 V6 Raider Auto  175 376 9.4 621 600 

C-HR      

1.2T  85 185 10.9 318 500 

1.2T Plus  85 185 10.9 345 000 

1.2T Plus Auto  85 185 11.1 356 000 

RAV 4      

2.0 GX  107 187 N/A 368 500 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

2.2D-4D AWD GX  110 340 N/A 461 300 

2.2D-4D AWD VX  110 340 N/A 549 700 

2.5 AWD VX  132 233 N/A 515 600 

86      

2.0 s tandard  147 205 7.6 449 600 

2.0 high  147 206 7.6 494 900 

2.0 high Auto  147 206 8.2 519 400 

Prius       

Hybrid  90e 142e 10.6 457 600 

Fortuner      

2.7 Auto  122 245 12.4 438 000 

2.4GD-6   110 400 13.2 456 300 

2.4GD-6 Auto  110 400 12.7 474 200 

2.8 GD-6   130 420 11.2 538 500 

2.8 GD-6 Auto  130 420 10.8 557 200 

2.8 GD-6 4x4  130 420 11.2 559 100 

2.8 GD-6 4x4 Auto  130 420 10.8 617 900 

4.0 V6 4x4  175 376 9.4 663 900 

Land Cruiser 70 Series      

79 4.0 V6  170 360 12.6 551 600 

79 4.2D  96 285 18.0 586 800 

79 4.5D-4D LX V8  151 430 N/A 671 400 

79 4.0 V6 double cab  170 360 12.6 623 800 

79 4.2D double cab  96 285 18.0 654 300 

79 4.5D-4D LX V8 d/cab  151 430 N/A 734 800 

79 4.5D-4D LX V8 s/w  151 430 N/A 751 400 

FJ Cruiser      

FJ Cruiser 4.0 200 380 7.6 616 500 

Land Cruiser Prado      

3.0 DT TX  120 400 11.7 801 900 

RAV 4 2.0 GX Auto  107 187 N/A 381 400 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

Prado 4.0 VX  202 381 913 000 

30 DT VX  120 400 915 700 

Land Cruiser 200     

4.5D-4D V8 GX  173 615 970 900 

4.5D-4D V8 VX  173 615 1 304 200 

Volkswagen     

up!     

take up! 5-door 1.0  55 95 168 800 

move up! 5-door 1.0  55 95 180 400 

up! beats  5-door 1.0  55 95 196 800 

cross  up! 5-door 1.0  55 95 198 800 

Polo Vivo     

hatch 1.4 Conceptline  55 132 173 800 

hatch 1.4 CiTi  Vivo  55 132 178 800 

hatch 1.4 Street  55 132 185 800 

hatch 1.4 Trendline  55 132 183 500 

hatch 1.4 Trendline Auto  55 132 199 500 

hatch 1.4 Storm  55 132 191 300 

hatch 1.6 Comfortline  77 155 203 000 

hatch 1.6 GTS  77 155 207 200 

Maxx 1.6  77 155 207 000 

sedan 1.4 Conceptline  55 132 186 000 

sedan 1.4 Trendline  55 132 195 200 
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sedan 1.4 Trendline Auto  55 132 17.5 211 200 

sedan 1.6 Trendline  77 132 10.6 203 000 

sedan 1.6 Comfortline  77 132 10.6 211 600 

Polo      

sedan 1.4 Trendline  63 132 12.8 217 400 

sedan 1.4 Comfortline  63 132 12.8 240 500 

sedan 1.6 Trendline  77 155 11.1 236 700 

sedan 1.6 Comfortline  77 155 11.1 255 900 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

sedan 1.6 Comfortline A  77 155 271 900 

sedan 1.5TDi  Comfort  81 250 287 800 

hatch 1.2TSi Trendline  66 160 226 900 

hatch 1.2TSi Comfortline  66 160 253 100 

hatch 1.2TSi beats  66 160 267 300 

hatch 1.2TSi BlueMo>on  70 160 263 800 

hatch 1.2TSi Highline  81 175 276 300 

hatch 1.2TSi Highline A/T  81 175 292 300 

hatch 1.0TSi R-Line Auto  81 200 294 400 

hatch 1.4TDi Trendline  55 210 253 600 

hatch 1.4TDi Highline  77 250 286 400 

CrossPolo 1.2TSi  81 175 284 800 

CrossPolo 1.4TDi  77 250 295 000 

GTi  141 320 360 000 

GTi  Auto  141 320 376 000 

JeOa     

1.6 Conceptline  77 153 278 300 

1.2TSi  Trendline  77 175 314 400 

1.4TSi  Trendline  92 200 335 400 

1.4TSi  Comfortline  92 200 352 700 

1.4TSi  Comfortline Auto  92 200 368 700 

1.4TSi  Highline Auto  110 250 397 200 

1.6TDi  Comfortline  77 250 370 700 

1.6TDi  Comfortline Auto  77 250 386 700 

2.0TDi  Highline Auto  103 320 424 900 

Beetle     

1.4TSi  R-Line Limited Ed.  110 250 419 000 

Golf     

1.0TSi  Trendline  81 200 289 900 

1.0TSi  Comfortline  81 200 304 200 

1.4TSi  Comfortline  92 200 356 400 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND NAKED MOTORING CAN NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS OF OMISSIONS 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

Golf SV      

1.2TSi  Trendline  81 175 10.7 339 300 

1.4TSi  Comfortline  92 200 9.9 363 700 

1.4TSi  Comfortline Auto  92 200 9.9 379 700 

2.0TDi  Comfortline  81 250 10.5 403 400 

2.0TDi  Comfortline Auto  81 250 10.5 419 200 

Caddy       

2.0TDi  Trendline  81 250 12.4 389 700 

Alltrack 2.0TDi  81 250 12.4 405 100 

Alltrack 2.0TDi  Auto  103 320 10.6 437 900 

Maxi  2.0TDi  Trendline  81 250 12.8 410 400 

Maxi  2.0TDiTrendline A  103 320 10.9 442 200 

Transporter      

2.0TDi  75 250 15.2 333 900 

2.0TDi  double cab  75 250 15.9 374 200 

2.0TDi  d/cab 4Mo>on  103 340 13.5 423 600 

2.0BiTDi double cab A/T  132 400 10.2 459 600 

Amarok      

2.0TDi  103 340 13.2 304 800 

2.0TDi  4Mo>on  103 340 13.2 358 800 

2.0TDi  Trendline  103 340 13.2 388 800 

2.0BiTDi Trendline  132 400 10.3 424 400 

2.0TDi  Trendline 4Mo  103 340 13.2 438 800 

2.0BiTDi Trendline 4Mo  132 400 10.3 474 400 

Double Cab      

2.0TDi  Comfortline  103 340 13.3 487 700 

2.0TDi  Comfortline 4Mo  103 340 13.3 544 900 

2.0BiTDi Highline  132 400 10.7 521 900 

2.0BiTDi Highline Auto  132 420 11.0 539 400 

2.0BiTDi Highline 4Mot  132 400 11.3 573 000 

VW Gol f GTi  169 350 6.4 545 800 

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

2.0BiTDi Highline 4M AT  132 420 590 600 

2.0BiTDi Extreme 4M AT  132 420 673 600 

3.0 V6 TDi Highline 4Mot  165 550 665 700 

3.0 V6 TDi Extreme 4Mot  165 550 748 600 

Tiguan     

1.4TSi  Trendline   92 200 390 200 

1.4TSi  Comfortline  92 200 432 100 

1.4TSi  Comfortline Auto  110 250 472 400 

2.0TDi  Comfortline  81 250 477 000 

2.0TDi  4M Comfortline  105 340 532 200 

2.0TDi  4Mo>on Highline  130 380 558 300 

2.0TSi  4Mo>on Highline  162 350 550 900 

Scirocco     

2.0TSi  Highline  132 280 431 700 

2.0TSi  Highline Auto  132 280 448 200 

GTS 2.0T 162 350 512 200 

R 2.0T 188 350 571 300 

Passat     

1.4TSi  Luxury  110 250 475 200 

2.0TDi  Luxury  130 350 503 800 

2.0TDi  Execu>ve R-Line  130 350 532 800 

2.0TSi  Execu>ve R-Line  162 350 532 800 

Kombi     
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2.0TDi  SWB Trendline  75 250 17.9 529 400 

2.0TDi  LWB Trendline  75 250 17.9 537 400 

2.0TDi  SWB Trendline AT  103 340 14.7 561 900 

2.0TDi  SWB Comfortline  103 340 14.7 622 400 

2.0TDi  SWB Comfortline A/T 103 340 14.7 639 900 

2.0TDi  LWB Comfortline A/T 103 340 14.7 647 900 

2.0BiTDi SWB Cmfrtline A/T 132 400 10.2 669 500 

California Beach      

MAKE CC kW Nm PRICE 

2.0TDi  4Mo>on  103 340 833 700 

Caravelle     

2.0BiTDi Comfortline  132 400 847 900 

2.0BiTDi Comfortline 4M  132 400 880 000 

2.0BiTDi Highline  132 400 937 100 

2.0BiTDi Highline 4Mot.  132 400 972 300 

Toureg     

V6 TDi Luxury  180 550 938 600 

V6 TDi Escape  180 550 1 003 500 

V8 TDi Execu>ve R-Line  250 800 1 232 500 

Volvo     

V40     

T3 Kine>c  112 250 358 998 

T3 Momentum Auto  112 250 421 626 

D2 Kine>c  88 280 372 400 

T4 Momentum  140 300 425 298 

T4 Momentum Auto  140 300 446 712 

D3 Momentum  110 320 458 700 

D4 Momentum  140 400 469 200 

T5 Momentum  180 350 489 538 

S60     

T3 Kine>c  112 250 412 254 

T3 Momentum Auto  112 250 449 611 

T4 Momentum  140 300 486 996 

D4 Momentum  140 400 515 900 

T5 Momentum  180 350 552 220 

D5 Inscrip>on  165 470 597 700 

T6 AWD Inscrip>on  225 400 634 274 

T6 AWD Polestar  270 470 764 526 

V60     

T3 Momentum  112 250 468 852 
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NEW CAR PRICE GUIDE 

of the cars you would actually want to buy... 

MAKE CC kW Nm 0-100 PRICE 

D4 Momentum  140 400 7.7 526 800 

T5 Momentum  180 350 6.4 566 606 

D5 Inscrip>on  165 470 6.5 612 270 

T6 AWD Inscrip>on  225 400 6.0 647 302 

V60 Cross Country      

D4 AWD Momentum  140 420 8.9 556 006 

T5 AWD Momentum  187 360 7.1 589 972 

XC60      

T5 Momentum  180 350 7.2 630 416 

T5 AWD Momentum  180 350 7.2 661 770 

D4 Momentum  140 400 8.1 635 656 

D5 AWD Momentum  162 440 8.2 704 906 

T6 AWD Momentum  225 400 6.9 723 426 

S90      

T5 Momentum  187 350 6.8 685 206 

D4 Momentum  140 400 8.2 705 500 

D5 AWD Momentum  173 480 7.0 786 666 

T6 AWD Momentum  235 400 5.9 841 830 

V90 Cross Country      

T5 AWD Momentum  187 350 7.4 776 486 

D4 AWD Momentum  140 400 8.8 796 852 

D5 AWD Momentum  173 480 7.5 841 666 

T6 AWD  235 400 6.3 897 284 

XC90      

D4 Momentum  140 400 9.2 900 424 

T5 AWD Momentum  173 480 7.6 924 784 

D5 AWD Momentum  187 350 8.2 963 506 

T6 AWD Momentum  235 400 6.5 966 524 

T8 TwinEngine AWD Mo  300 640e 5.6 1 117 600 

T8 TwinEngine AWD Ex  300 640e 5.9 1 550 000 

T4 Momentum  140 300 7.3 501 124 
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The Naked Motoring supercar Christmas special... 

 We drive the physics defying Ferrari 812 superfast 

Safe driving travel >ps for the holiday traveller 

 The Savage Report on DriMing... 

Audi’s S8 Plus gets a proper working over... 

 Finally tested… the Aston Mar>n DB11  

More from our columnists Oliver, Glen, Jennifer and others 

 The Porsche Macan Turbo… this is the one you want! 

The Savage always has something more to say... 

 Summer loving topless fun in the Mercedes AMG GT-C 

Fun and style the Italian way in the Masera> Ghibli S 

 The Rolls Royce Wraith … is it as good as you think? 

Range Rover Velar… could this be the coolest SUV in the world? 

 Nissan GT-R Nismo bows in gracefully 

We drive the Lamborghini Aventador S 

 The Coolest Toys for Boys and Girls 

Audi’s best yet?  The new R8 V10 

 Plus loads of fun and interes>ng ar>cles... 

COMING UP NEXT IN DECEMBER... 
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